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EXPLANATION 


THE  MAP. 


Th8  Map  frftttiilg  Ute  tMe^page  of  tiiis  Tolame  was 
eagaxeA  m  Octt^ior,  1830;  ■■  a  mere  skebA,  llhuttative 
of  what  I  wu  tken  wnfiag'  on  tbe  8iit|)ect  of  the  Grand 
Cwals  of  Caaa^  My  poRticai  frimuh  m  the  Upper 
Province  bad  then  been  rqwrted  by  newspapers,  bs  making 
tbe  greirt  najoi^  of  monbera  retomed  to  the  new  parlia- 
menti  aqd  I  «as  a^^aiae,  tbat  tbey  would  insist  oa  baring 
a  oonmisuoa  aeat  booie,  to  inrita  tiie  nrpreme  government 
to  inquire  faito  the  state  of  pobUo  afcira.  T  hoped  that  a 
new  order  of  tbiogs  might  be  iatrodaoed: — mtmagement 
for  BUHrale,  activity  for  sloth,  and  prosperity  for  wretched- 
ness. X  was  disf^tpointedi-^misHrale,  sloth,  and  wretched- 
ness continqe  ^hw  reign  oyer  tbe  loveHest  Boontry  npoa 
earth;  tmd,  with  atmeet  lelactaaee,  I  bare  laid  aside,  for 
the  present,  i^y  scbemds  for  its  imfnovemeiit. 

To  malLB  t^e  sketch  still  sseful  to  Ibis  work,  I  have 
DOW  bad  «igr«T«cl  apm  it  tbe  roads,  names  of  principal 
places,  &o. 

Sooner  (w  later,  Jjakes  firie  and  Ontitfio  will  be  con- 
nected by.  a  cmal,  and  I  nay  take  tfads  opportunity  to 
throw  oat  a  few  leading  hints,  to  migage  conversation  on 
tbe  snliject.  N^o  ^an,  on  a  small  scale,  should  be  thought 
of.    The  owal  shoold  be  such  as  to  admit  seheoners  of 
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vi  EXPLANATION    OP  THE  MAP. 

IQO  tons  burden,  and  steam-boats  of  500;— vessels  anfli- 
cient  to  carry  on  the  whole  traffic,  without  nnloading,  from 
Qaebec  to  the  remotest  shores  of  Lakes  Michigan  and 
Saperior.  Veteraftl  |ieice-'^hall  relgiKb^wefen  the  United 
States  and  Canada  (and  such  is  my  hope),  the  course  of 
the  grand  Kiagara  Canal  shonid  be  nearly  that  by  A,  B, 
C,  D,  E.  The  month  of  Niagara  River  is,  and  probably 
ever  will  be,  the  best^  harbour  on  thq  south  side  of  Lake 
Ontario;  and  considerable  advantage  is  to  be  gained  by 
conducting  the  canal  to  some  distance  westward  on  Lake 
Erie  shore.  Vessels  taking  departure  from  Fort  Erie  and 
Buffalo,  not  only  have  insufficient  room  for  lacking,  but 
m^st  labonr  to  avoid  the  cuirent  whicb  draws  into  Niagara 
River ;  and  are. often  wiod-bound  fir  many  we^s  together. 
The  advantage  of  gaining  a  good  point  of  departure,  con- 
joins with  others  to  decide  that  the  jonCtion  of  the  lakb 
navigation  must .  proceed  tbiw^h  Canada  at  all  events. 
Should  E^iy  apprehension  of  war  coDtinQe,  that  coarse 
markeMl  by  dotted  lines  wAnld  be  the  best.  -Otiier  couKes 
are  laid,  down,  chiefly  to  shew  that  many  are  pract^cttbl^; 
and  that  nature  calls  loadty  for.  the  assistance  of  art.  . 

Let  not  the  eye  be  withdrawn  from  the  spot  now  Jh 
view,  without  serious  rellsction.  If  diere  is  one  orieatth 
Inteuded  for  a  paradise  more  than  another,  it  is  this,  lii 
point  of  dimate,  aoii,  variety,  beauty,  gnmdeur,  and '  every 
cpnvenienoe,  I  do  believe  it  is  unrivalled ;  yet  we  are  told 
by  a  late  writer  (Howison),  that  the  **  depravity"  of  the 
inhabitants  of  tim  earthly  paradise  "  has  been  confirmed 
and  increased  by  the  ciroumstances  in  whidl  they  are  now 
placed." — What  ctrcnmstances  ?  On  the  face  of  Ibis  map 
we  may  observe,  that  the  sword  has  been  drawn  for  bloody 
strife  in  no  less  than  eight  places.  What  circumstances 
caused  this?  Whence  came  these  fightings?— froni  the 
depravity  of  the  inhabitants?  I  think  not.  Gentle 
reader !  say  ra^er,  from  (he  eUpravity  of  government. 
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JOSEPH   HUME,  ESQ.  M.  P. 


Latidon,  mtk  January,  1822. 

Sib, 

You  have  had  good  opportunities, 
and  used  them  well.  Better  opportunities 
await  you;  and,  having  now  gained  public 
confidence,  much  is  in  your  power.  You 
may  indeed  immortalize  your  name,  simply 
by  continuing  that  calm,  correct,  and  busi- 
ness-like course,  which  happily  you  have 
chosen.  Retrenchment  has  hitherto  been 
your  principal  aim;  but  should  your  attention 
be  directed  to  the  state  of  our  North  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  you  may  discover  a  double 
object:  you  may  perceive,  that  while  a  vast 
expenditure  could  immediately  be  saved  in 
that  quarter,  a  considerable  revenue  may  be 
acquired  merely  by  good  management. 
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viii  TO   JOSEPH  HUME,  ESO.  H.  V. 

Should  you  find  tjme  to  peruse  these 
volumes,  I  would  not  at  first  desire  your 
consideration  to  the  greater  and  more  com- 
plicated schemes  which  are  proposed  in  them. 
Adverse  circumstances  have  conspired  to 
crush  me  in  every  way ;  and  the  completion, 
even  of  necessary  explanation,  is  not  accom- 
plished. A  third  volume  was  required,  to 
elucidate  my  plans;  and  that,  for  the  present, 
is  withheld. 

In  these  volumes,  to  which  I  now  eamestiy 
solicit  your  notice,  you  will  find,  I  thiiik, 
sufficient  matter  for  a  beginning;  and,  were 
inquiry  fairly  begun  by  you ; — were  Parliament 
once  awakened  to  a  serious  considerajtion  of 
the  profit  and  loss  of  North  American  Colonies, 
I  should  not  despair  of  an  advance  to  greater 
and  greater  good.  ... 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  GOURLAY. 
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ERRORS,  OMISSIONS,  &c. 


IfoU  omitttd,  page  ci'x. — "Wagea  are  now   reduced  to  Tt.  per 

week." 
Page  dxzxiii,  far  "  this  rolnnw,"  rtad  vol.  I,  pag*  97(X 
Page  oc,  aotc,ybr  "  tbi>  &st  volume,"  read  the  first  *ol|im«. 
Page  c  note,    Reading  OTer  this  note  to  an  American  geatlemau, 

ha  seemed  tp  take  alanoi  lent  the  word  rmn^uidde  fhoold  be 

pubned  on  hit  country.     I  take  it  borne  willingly,  ai  a  Scot- 

tioem,  and  one  well  applied,  as  may  be  af^rwaids  shown. 
OmitUd,  bottom  of  page  ccv. — In  war,  Certain  Brant  was  notad 

for  bumanity. 
Note  imitUd,  page  108,  vol.  1. 

The  British  fleet  conusts  of  one  (tup  of  110  gnns,  one  do. 

in,  <me  frigate  50,  one  do.  48,  one  sloop  «f  war  30,  one-do. 

S4,  one  brig  IS,  one  do.  16,  one  achooQer  13 ;  amounting  in 

tiie  whole  to  308  guns,  with  two  ahips  of  the    ine  on   the 

■tosks. 
The  American  fleet  consiMi  of  one  ship  of  04  gat,  one 

ftigmte  60,  one  do.  32,  one  do.  iS,  three  brigs  of  SO  each,  one 

-  do^  18,  and  one  achcKWH  S;  amountii^  to  270  gum,  with 
.    two  large  Mgt  on  the  stocks,  mek  of  tbtm  ta  carry  120 

-  gma. 

In  ToL  2d,  p^  3SS,  "  selling  of  wivea  in  a  hahar,"  is  spoken 
«f  ai  exprcaaly  authorized  bj  law.  This  is  iMt  the  case; 
bnt  should  not  Uw  fottaA  micb  a  barbarooa  custom  T  Tm 
page  dxzii  of  this  Qeneral  Introduction,  I  have  also  written 
eersleeiiy  aa  to  the  estafaUriwig  of  freeholds, on  waste:  wne 
ymtn  ot  uadifputed  •pcmiseign  waa,  I:  und^rttand,  reunited 
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X  ERRORS^  OMTSSIOMS,    &C. 

by  law;  iwrertheleHS,  the  poor  bad  formerly  much  fieodoin 
in  this  way. 
These  inatancea  of  rarelemneaf  have  been  pointed  ont  by  inlelli- 
gcnt-frieoda,  and  ub  noticed,  to  give  opportunity  of  apolo- 
gizing for  a.^tyle  of  writing  which  is  apt  to  overleap  rigid 
inquiry,  whftre  it  haa  not  oeonrred  a>  being  of  importance. 


The  Index  hadngbeen  printed  off"  before  it  iDas  intendtd 
that  the  General  Intkopdction  should  extend  so 
far  as  it  does,  the  foUowing  addUiom  are  necessarjf,  to 
makt  it  toa^Ut^ 

Assembly  of  Upper  Canada,  its  reply  to  the  speech  of  the  Lieut.- 
Governor,  deduiag  his  intenlioB  of  witbboldivg  the  royal 
grant  of  land  from  the  membere  of  the  Gontentlon,  ceecxxii. 
To  his  first  speech  on  opening  parlianMit,  coeexxxviii,  lu 
resolutions  on  certain  puts  of  that  speech,  eccmxadx. 

Sill  for  preventing  certain  meelings  in  Upper  Canada,  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Jones,  ccccxl.  Read  a  third  time,  and  p^R^ 
Ccccsli.     Its  enactments,  ibid, 

Canada,  remftits  on  the  inpolioy  of  abandoniBg  t»  MHiag  it  to 
the  United  States,  oeezlv.  and  naU. 

,  ■ ,  Upper,  proposal  «w  Ui«  Impfovement  of  ita  i««eaae, 

cGclxxzi.  All  duties  on  importation  from  the  Um(m1  States 
Aoald  be  aboliriwd,  ceeltnvi.  And  all  lantt.  bot  one,  on 
iaad,  ibid.  SuppoMd  valoe  at  the  provituia,  ibid.  '  Fbrma- 
rion  of  good  roads,  the  trtt-  mtp  towasis  iu  iDtprovMnrat, 
oeelicKtrll.  Na*igMisnortiMatLawT«H>e,8gTMtiMional 
object,  ccelzucviii.  Plan  for  its  improvement,  and  Mtimatad 
ttpeote  of  tiUB,  eectixxix.  ^feoia  of  its  adoftios,  cMsviii 
Bzteatto  whieh  it  skmld  be  oanied,  oucxix,  Iu  kifinite 
adratttagM,  ceeont.  OaHses  of  tfce  porewy  and  Aegtidation 
of  Ae  province,  tnetiTam,  c«flefaatTJii. 
CMk,  Mr.  his  tpeetii  en  pvetMtdtig  t  peti^on  4on  *•  •gricnl- 
'  MriM  of  NotMb,  m  the  Howe  of  CownoM,  cMcnm.  noU. 
Remarka  ra  it,  cccczziv.  tuKc. 
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CMstitntieD  of  Upper  Canim,  vfiiAom  »  At  EMgiitk  -  fatl»- 
mant  on  gnnting  one,  eeoclxxiii.  Ab>vi4Uy  cf  OMBpuiog 
it  widi  tlw  Drilub  CODftitqUos*  CWDJxxir.  Not  tlu  cfsfa 
of  tlM  4*gra4»tio»  of  dm  proTiwa,  oppcUxn.  coccljncvii. 

dMriay,  Mr.  Ua  ppopoal  far  tb*  teUmva  i>f  the  n^wua  of 

on  tlw  flmm  ia  d»  pMwal  •yMaflh  tngtmriii.  Clonjcctura 
•s  to  their  cuue,  occIxxzit.  Obwrttiow  Ml  A*  (iM>^i>C 
■ystav  of  BngUnd,  fnar.  Ok  fim  Con  Bill.  «3ciir. .  Oa 
the  iMW  HttlMoent  of  Perth,  ecctx.  Oa  t^  UntiiVR  of  wild 
land,  coecxv.  Addms  to  tbn  fOf^»  of  Uppsr  Canada,  en 
ibe  agricultural  distrewief  of  England,  ccccxxiii.  ^Iztract 
from  hif  "Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Kellie,"  ccccxzzi.  note. 
Addreaa  to  tha  Canadiapa,  ep  (])«  precaedingi  in  (ha  lait 
Msuon  of  tbnr  parliament,  ceccxzxiii.  Latter  to  om  «(  hia 
jorynMn,  ibid.  no1«.  Reflections  on  the  conduct  of  tbe 
Hm*  of  JumaMf  nd  A*  UmL^dannei,  ia,  IVM, 
eoMVliii.  Ui>  pptitiau  ta  the.  Home  ef  C—m— i,  Mocailr — 
vcaatM.  Mid  matM.  Renuuka  on  the  chancier  «f  th«  paoj^ 
of  the  United  States,  coccatlriL  nob.  On  in  ttand  ttttote 
of  the  CsnadiM  pai^Uaflaant,  relative  to  tithes,  coobli.  male. 
On  the  contraband  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
Upper C!Mada,ceei*ri.«e(r.  Ej^tmtiitaof  m  miiwlB 
in  hi>  petitiea  to  ^  Hs«ae  «f  GowBons,  easdx.  Qn  moral 
reftrsiirt,  eeedxii.  Atrtbcr  renaitt  on  the  bi^afita  nAicfa 
wdnld  arise  from  As  saltleneot  of  the  pertoee,  oaodziii. 
~  On  the  misnon  of  the  provincial  attewuaf  gmotti  4*  tlngUnd, 
avclfiT'  fieoefita  which  iwy  arise  from  thisi  notsri4>>tand- 
isg  the  littleoen  of  it*  objtct,  ibii^.  His  letter  to  ti)e  editor 
of  the  Niajpaca  S|>ect»tQr,  ccpcIat.  IJis  fopiith  aildreas  to 
the  resident  land-owners  of  Upper  Canada,  cccclxrii.  Sketdi 
of  dte  (VMits  wUcb  tod  to  fte  American  wretaiiouwy  ww. 
cecdzx.  Extent  of  his  views  of  rtfovn  in  As  figvinee^ 
ccodzxii.  Bh  annrar  to  Captain  BtsaH'i  fe^Af  te  Ins 
fourth  addisHtOccclxxxnii.  BemsAsohUnglrgetemneitt, 
CGGf3cir.  Note  to  Sir  Peregrine  Maidand,  dii  and  diii  Mfa; 
and  to  Ae  Dnhe  of  Richmond,  diii.  Summary  acMttitt  of 
the  cruel  treatment  which  bo  has  axpsrieooed*  din 
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xii  BiiReBJi,  oMusiom,  3cc. 

QnM  BritBin,  jdmmm  of  id  papnlatioa  during  the  Utt  truatj 
- ;  jtun,  cwoliv.  mtt. 

Jones,  Mr.  extract  from  his  tpeecfa  in  tli*  Houee  of  Auemblj, 
occcxzxri.  Remerka  on  it,  ccccxnrii.  His  motion  raUtive 
to  the  Lieot*Gof«nior'i  ipeec^  ccecxEZTiil'  Obtaibs 
taeve-  to  Mag  In  a  UU  to  prefant  pnUic  roeetinp,  cccczl. 
Whieh  ii  reed  e  diird  time  aad  timed,  eeentli.  lUinBrke 
«n  Ma  duuMter,  ooooxUii.    . 

iMtaadf'iiMuw'  bjr  wlucfc  that  country  na/jbi  be  umij retUaoiid 
'    ftam  diatpeae,  occcxm. 

LepalatiTe  Council  of  Upper  Canada,  ita  reply  to  Sir  Per^rine 
Maitland'a  announcement  of  bis  intention  to  withhold  the 
Foyal  pant  of  Usd  fVom  membera  of  the  Canadian  Con- 
.  Tantioo,  occcxxi.  To  hia  fint  apeech  qd  opening  the  pro- 
nncial  parliament,  ceccxxxviii. 

Maitlaad,  Sir  PeragriiM,  LiMt^omnoi  of  Upper  CeAedo,  ex- 
'  UHt  of  hie  fiftt  ipeeeh  to  the  prorindal  pariieroent, 
*  tomxxsm.  His  speech  at  the  cloae  of  dw  eiaaion,  «cc«xli. 
'  Sketch  of  bis  history,  ccccxciii. 

Newfoundland,  wretched  state  of  that  idiand,  occxti.  and  ftsto. 

fjvirm,  QaaeraJ,  nauA»  wi  hia  diantotar  and  measures  for  the 

impmnment  of  Upper  Canada,  eoeclxxrii. 
-flttiart,-  Captain,  hia  reply  lo  Mr.  Gooriay's  fourth  addraaa.  to  (he 
.    .     la|id-owa«a  of  Upp«  Canada,  cocctoix.    Answer  by  Mr. 

.Ooarlay,  cooclxxxriii. 

United  Statea  of  Amariea,  atatemant  of  thnr'Unaiicea,  cccexhx. 
fleU.  Increase  of  population,  in  the  last  thirty  yaera,  cccclir. 
peU.     Not  owing  to  emigratioD,  cccolr.  nolc, 

,  .Wild  Uad,  the  chief  bane  of  Ui^ms  Canada,  ooeexir.  Estimated 
quantity  in  the  proTinca,  coccxt.  Plan  fi>r  ita  taxation,  ibid. 
<«Mfits  wUdt  would  arise  from  thia^  ooocsvi.  ccoexviu 
■Sapposed  caae  in  iUaatrttion,  ibid. 
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GENERAL  INTRODUCTION. 

CIRCULAR 

To  MEMBERS  or  thb  IMPERIAL  PARLIAMENT. 

London,  June  10, 1S30. 

The  fo^nving  Statement,  with  Do* 
eimtents,  weu  offered/or  publication,  last  Janvanft 
to  several  Newspaper  Editors,  both  in  Edinburgh 
and  London.  Immediately  afierrvards,  the  Kin^* 
death,  and  contequetU  diuoiutiom  of  ParliamenM, 
delaying  the  principal  intention,  the  publicatitm  iva$ 
not  pressed. 

On  reviewing  this  Statement,  after  U  has  been 

.  written  Jive  months,  I  see  nothing  material  in  it  to 

correct,  and  think  it  the  best  brief  introduction  to 

the  business  to  which  I  now  most  eamettlg  solicit 

your  attention. 

The  importance  which  J  myself  attach  to  this 
butmess  mm/  be  estimated  by  the  solemn  asauremce 
that  1  crossed  the  Atlantic  for  the  express  purpose 
^submitting  it  to  the  Prince  and  Parliament  of 
Britain,  and  that  I  am  now  come  up  to  tontnjrom 
Scotland  solely  miih  this  view.  It  ianotnof  indi- 
vidual interest  which  has  urged  me  thus  far.     I,  no 
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doubt,  ahall  be  grtttified  if  this  can  be  advanced,  or 
if  I  can  have  an  opportunity  of  wiping  off  the  stain 
so  cruelly  cast  upon  my  reputation;  but^  before  God, 
I  declare  that  these  are  comparatively  small  obfects 
when  placed  beside  that  which  aims  at  maintaining, 
in  my  person,  the  abstract  right  and  honour  of  a 
native-born  British  Sulg'ect.  On  this  account.  Sir, 
I  am  free  in  addressing  you,  and  sanguine  of  having 
your  assistance. 

The  Documents  here  produced  will,  I  conceive, 
sufficiently  put  you  in  possession  of  the  case;  but  I 
shall,  with  gladness,  wait  tfjDon  yoti  any  whet's,  in 
town,  to  converse  on  the  stdtfect,  or  receive  commu~ 
nications  thereon,  addressed  to  me  at  Cooper's  Hotel, 
Bouverie-street. 

The  Shelch  of  a  Petition  to  the  Commons  Jffouse 
of  Parliament  is  not  that  which  I  may  ultimately 
adopt.  It  is  here  exhibited  partly  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  my  views  and  arguments— ^^rtly  to  give 
a  lead  to  those  who  may  be  so  friendly  as  to  correct 
my  errors  or  assist  my  endeavours.  For  like  pur- 
poses I  have  also  anneaxd  a  Sketch  of  a  Petition  tn 
the  Kii^  in  Council, 

You  will  observe  i»  the  Staiemeni  some  bold  asser- 
tions made  by  me  as  to  th*  capabilities  of  Upper 
Canada ;  and,  although  I  am  desirous,  m  thejSrst 
place,  to  have  my  particular  case  discussed,  I  wish 
it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  up  to  this  momekt  1 
ftineh  not  from  any  thmg  I  have  mid,  ondshMhe 
wUUng,  if  caikd  on,  to  give  expiamatimi  tu  to  tAo 
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practicable  fuifilment  of  my  assertions  at  the  bar  of 
your  House. 

From  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  29/A  April  last, 
I  copy  the/olUnving  conversation  field  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  the  day  preceding. 

"  Lord  A.  Hamilton  would  shyest  an  emigration 
to  our  colonies  in  North  America,  as  the  most  tffiec- 
tual  means  of  mitigating  distress. 

"  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a^l.  His 
Mt^ty's  Ministers  were  disposed  to  adopt  everp 
measure  which  could  really  contr^mte  to  the  reliff 
of  the  distresses  of  the  labouring  classes.  Above 
6000  persons  had  embraced  the  offers  of  Go- 
vemment,  and  sailed  for  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  With  respect  to  the  proposal  of  em£- 
grating  to  North  America,  the  Noble  Lord  ivar, 
perhaps,  notfdly  aware  of  the  present  condUiim  of 
persons  who  had  actually  gone  there.  So  far  from 
findii^  increased  means  of  subsistence,  the  last  aC' 
counts  proved,  that  they  had  experienced  a  want  of 
employmMt  fuUy  equal  to  that  which  existed  m 
the  most  distresKd  numiifacturing  di^trieft  of  thi$ 
country.  Gmjemment  were  disposed  to  give  «w«rjf 
facility  to  any  practicabU  scheme  for  mitigoHng  the 
distresses  of  the  people ;  but,  before  they  cms^ned 
them  to  a  foreign  shore,  it  would  be  prudent  to  ascef' 
tain  how  far  their  condition  mas  likely  to  be  m- 
pvotsed.  Tho  North  American  provinces  of  Great 
Britain  had  been  so  overloaded  with  emigrmits,  that 
ihe  government  of  Canada  had  made  the  strongest 
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remotutrwtces  to  this  Government  on  the  si^eet. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  submit  any  plan  to  the 
House,  and  he  repeated  that  be/ore  the  proposition 
of  the  Nohle  Lord  mere  entertained,  it  would  be  wise 
to  wait  for  some  account  of  the  progress  of  the 
colony  at  the  Cape  of  Good  HofW. 

"  Mr.  Frnlay  said,  that  he,  as  well  as  the  Noble 
Lord,  had  received  applications  from  persons  who 
were  extremely  anxious  to  emigrate,  but  who  were 
wholly  destitute  of  the  means." 

Now,  Sir,  I  do  assert,  that  BY  PROPER 
MANAGEMENT,  THE  MISERIES  EX- 
PERIENCED  BY  EMIGRANTS  GOING 
OUT  TO  CANADA  MIGHT  BE  AVERT- 
ED; AND  THAT  EVEN  PEOPLE  «  DE8^ 
^ITUTE  OF  MEANS'"  COULD  BE 
COMFORTABLY  SETTLED  THERE:  IN 
SHORT,  THAT  PLANS  COULD  BE 
ADOPTED  TO  REALIZE  EVERY  BE- 
NEFIT TO  CANADA  AND  BRITAIN 
WHICH  YO  U  WILL  FIND  MENTIONED 
BELOW.  Having  said  thus  mucA,  it  remains 
for  me  only  to  subscribe  myse^, 

YourfeUon;  subject  and  cUent, 

ROBERT  GOURLAY. 
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STATEMENT. 


TO  THE  EDITORS  OF  BRITISH  NEWS- 
PAPERS, 

Gentlcmsn, 

Cnagrdhie,  FifeMre,  Jm.  3,  1830. 

I  LANDE.O  At  Liverpool,  from  Quebec,  the  Sd 
December,  and  have  since  learned,  that,  duriag  the 
last  two  years,  my  name  has  frequently  appeared 
in  your  columns,  couDected  with  certain  political 
movements  in  Upper  Canada.  By  consulting  the 
files  of  various  newspapers,  I  have  discovered  that 
very  great  mistakes  have  prevailed  as  to  Canadian 
affairs,  and  that  calumnies,  both*falseaod  malig- 
nant, have  been  propagated  with  r^ard  to  me. 

As  a  specimen  of  these,  it  has  been  published 
that  I  was  "One  of  the  worthies  who  escaped 
from  Spa-fields ;"  and  attemiids  have  been  made  to 
impress  a  belief  on  the  public  mind,  that  my  ope- 
rations  in  Canada  were  connected  with  the  schemes 
of  Messrs.  Cobbett  and  Huiit  in  England.  The 
very  contrary  of  all  .this  is  true. 

Inconsequence  of  unavoidable  change  of  fortune, 
I  went  out  to  Upper  Canada,  where  I  had  many 
friends,  in  the  summer  of  1817,  solely  with  a  view 
XD  Ascertain  whether  it  would  be  prudent  to  re- 
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move  my  family  thither.  My  intention  of  going 
there  was  annouaced  more  tbaa  a  year  before  I  set 
out,  and  my  wish  was  not  to  be  more  than  six 
months  from  hcdne. 

Though  a  sincere  friend  to  parliamentary  reform 
in  this  country,  I  had  repeatedly  published,  before 
going  abroad,  my  opinion  of  the  impropriety  of 
holding  large  irregular  meetings  for  that  purpose, 
and  particularly  reprobated  those  of  Spa-fields. 
No  man  can  shew  that  I  was  ever  connected  in 
politics  with  a  single  individual  in  Britain  ;  and  it 
roust  be  well  remembered  in  Wiltshire,  that  I  stood 
forward  in  opposition  to  Messrs.  Cobbett  and 
Hunt,  at  the  county  meeting  held  there  in  1816, 
when  their  object  was  to  run  down  the  property- 
tax.  So  very  decided  and  serious  was  I  on  that 
occasion,  that  I  caused  to  be  stuck  up  in  every 
corner  of  the  county  a  placard,  declaring,  that^ 
**hy  a  weU  modified  property-tax,  and  hj/  that 
ahne,  could  the  country  be  preserved  in  peace." 

In  Upper  Canada  my  efforts  had  no  view  what- 
ever to  a  reform  of  parliament.  The  people  there 
have  a  perfect  representation,  and  before  long  they 
will  make  a  better  use  of  it  than  they  have  hitherto 
done.  Soon  after  my  arrival  in  that  country,  I 
viewed  it  as  the  most  desirable  place  of  refuge  for 
the  redundant  population  of  Britain,  and  I  con- 
ceived schemes  for  promoting  a  grand  sy!«tem  of 
emigration.  Nothing  could  be  more  palpably 
innocent  than  my  first  proposals,  yet  4hey  were 
opposed,  and  from  reflections  springing  out  of  the 
nature  of  this  opposition,  I  became  convinced,  that 
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without  parliamentary  inquiiy  into  the  state  of  th« 
ProviQce*  every  efibrt  towards  liberal  improvement- 
would  be  futile  and  vaio,  I  prolonged  my  stay  till 
the  meeting  of  the  Provincial  parliament,  that  I 
might  press  a  reference  of  certain  matters  to  the 
Prince  and  Parliameat  at  home.  A  vote  of  inquiry 
was  carried  in  the  Commons  House  of  Assembly  { 
but  immediately  afterwards  a  dispute  having;  ariseq 
between  that  body  and  the  Legislative  Council, 
the  parliament  was  suddenly  prorogued,  its  business 
uuBoisbed. 

At  tbi»  juncture,  and  without  the  slightest  idea 
of  evil,  I  advised  the  people  to  raise  a  subscription, 
and  send  home  Commissiooers  to  intreat  attmtioQ 
from  the  Throne  to  the  affairs  of  the  Province.  It 
was  necessary  to  hold  a  meeting  of  Deputies  for 
the  purpose  ia  view,  and  to  this  meeting  I  inad< 
vertenUy  gave  the  name  of  Ccmvenfion,  a  name  in 
every-day  use  over  America,  and  applied  to  all 
sorts  of  meetings,  both  civil  and  sacred.  On  this 
occasion,  it  proved  to  be — 


'  A  word  of  fear. 


Unpleuuit  to  tke  guilty  eu." 

The  Executive  of  Upper  Canada  took  alarm. 
In  some  districts,  where  the  people  had  little  in- 
formation from  newspapers,  the  most  outrageous 
opposition  was  set  on  foot  by  creatures  in  office ; 
and,  to  cause  a  general  panic,  I  was  twice  arretted, 
and  held  to  bail  for  appearance  to  answer  charges 
of  seditious  libel. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  respectable  Deputies 
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w^  chosen  tbroughout  the  greater  part  of  the 
ProTiDce,  and  they  met  openly  id  Conrention  at 
Yoric,  the  caiHtal.  By  this  time,  the  Duke  c^ 
Riehmond  and  his  son-in-law  had  been  announced 
as  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Ca- 
iiadas.  I  conceived  favourable  impressions  of 
their  liberality,  and  judging  that  the  agitatioD 
excited,  could  not  lail  to  impress  serious  notions  of 
the  importance  of  inqmry,  advised  the  Convention 
to  refer  its  cause  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and 
General  Assembly.  After  this,  I  stood  two  trials, 
and  iras  twice  honourably  acquitted.  The  people  . 
were  now  sanguine  that  all  would  go  well,  when, 
to  their  astonishment,  the  Lieuten»nt-Govemor 
having  met  the  parliament,  hinted  that  sedition 
existed,  and  procured  a  law  to  prevent,  in  future, 
meetings  by  deputy.  The  discontent  created  by 
these  measures,  libelling  the  most  loyal  men,  and 
without  any  proof  of  necessity  circumscribing  ge- 
neral libertyi  was  universal;-  yet,  nothing  more  was 
resolved  on  by  the  people,  but  to  clear  the  House 
of  Assembly,  at  next  election,  of  members  who  had 
balked  their  expectations.  To  me,  who  indulged 
the  anxious  hope  of  being  allowed  to  develop  my 
views,  and  point  out  a  practicable  plan,  by  which 
many  thousands  of  the  idle  poor  of  £ngland  could 
be  annually  transported  into  Canada,  with  profit 
to  the  nation,  and  comfort  to  thetpselves,  the  dis- 
appointment was  crwelly  provoking;  but  it  was 
for  from  rendering  me  hopeless  of  ultimate  success, 
I  had  resolved  to  establish  myself  in  the  Province 
fis  a  land-agent,  &c.  and  was  now   fixating  for  ft 
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bouse  in  which  to  commeace  buainess,  when,  lo ! 
I  was  arrested  by  the  Sheriff,  carried  before  a  party 
of  my  most  Tirulent  political  enemies,  and  served 
wjtb  aa  order  to  quit  the  Frovioce,  merely  because 
*  wretch  was  found  base  eB0ug;h  to  swea*  that  I 
was  a  seditious  person. 

To  have  obeyed  this  oidet  would  have  proved 
ruinous  to  the  business,  fin-  which,  at  great  ex- 
pense, and  with  much  trouble,  I  had  qualified 
myself:  it  would  bave  been  a  tacit  acknowledg- 
ment of  guilt,  whereof  I  was  unconscious  ;  it  would 
have  been  a  suixeodeF  of  the  noblest  British  right : 
it  would  have  been  holding  l^bt  my  natural  alle- 
giance; it  would  have  been  a  declaration  that  he 
Bill  of  Rights  was  a  Bill  of  Wrongs.  I  resolved 
to  endure  any  hardship  ratiier  than  to  submit  vo> 
luntarily.  Although  I  bad  written  home  that  I 
meant  to  leave  Canada  for  England  in  a  few  weeks, 
I  now  acquainted  my  fonilly  of  the  cruel  delay, 
and  stood  my  ground,  till  I  was  a  second  time  ar- 
rested, and  forthwith  committed  to  remain  injait 
for'eigbt  months,  without  bail  ormainprize. 

The  imfvesaioos  made  on  the  public  by  this 
strange  proceeding  were  such,  that  it  was  intimated 
fVom  various  quarters,  that  if  I  chose,  the  jail 
should  be  pulled  down  for  my  relief,  a  step  which, 
of  course,  I  opposed. 

My  enemies,  now  feeling  that  they  had  gone 
too  far,  laboured,  by  artful  addresses  to  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, to  impress  an  opinion  upon  the 
public  mind  that  some  of  thy  writings  were  sedi- 
tious; hut  this  conduct  only  exposed    to  ftiller 
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Tiew  the  malevolcDce  by  which  they  were  actu- 
ated. AH  hope  of  convicting  me  of  crime  seemed 
to  die  away,  and  after  three  months  confinement,  U 
was  whispered  that  I  should  not  be  tried  for  sedi- 
tion, but,  simply,  for  not  having  obeyed  the  order 
to  quit  the  Province.  This  I  could  not  believe 
possible.  In  the  mean  time,  I  instituted  a  suit  for 
fidse  imprisonment,  and  wrote  off  to  various  quar- 
ters for  legal  advice..  From  Montreal — From  Edin- 
burgh— from  London,  the  replies  of  most  respecta- 
ble ]a.wyers  were  uniform,  that  my  imprisonment 
was  illegal;  and  the  late  Sir  Arthur  Fi^ott  declared, 
that  not  only  should  the  Chief  Justiceof  Upper 
Canada  ^ave  granted  my  liberty,  applied  for  by 
writ  of  Habeat  Corpus,  but  that  a  good  action  lay 
against  the  magistrates  who  had  imprisoned  me. 

Among  the  matters  which  the  Convention  had 
in  view  was  one,  to  call  the  Royal  attention  to  a 
promise  held  out  to  the  Militia  during  war,  that 
grants  of  land  should  be  made  to  them  in  recom- 
pense for  their  extraordinary  exertions.  It  had 
been  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  hold  out 
offers  of  land  to  their  troops  who  invaded  Canada, 
— offers,  without  which  they  could  not  have  raised 
an  army  for  that  purpose,  and  these  offers  had  been 
punctually  and  liberally  fulfilled,  the  moment  that 
peace  was  restored.  On  the  British  side,  three 
y«ars  had  passed  away  without  attention  to  a 
pnnuise  which  the  Canadian  militia  kept  in  mind, 
not  only  as  it  concerned  their  interest,  but  their 
faODOur.  While  the  Convention  trusted  the  c(»q- 
skloatioa  of  loquiry  to  the  Lieuteoant-Govemor 
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•nd  Assembly,  they  ordered  an  address  to  be  sent 
hone  to  his  Royal  Highuess  the  Prioce  Regent, 
as  a  matterofcottrtesy  and  respect,  having  annexed 
to  it  the  rough  sketch  of  an  address  originally  in- 
tended to  be  borne  home  by  a  commission,  in  which 
sketch  the  neglect  of  giriug  land  to  the  Militia  was, 
among  other  matters,  pointed  out.  This  sketch, 
too,  baring  been  printed  in  America,  found  its  way 
into  British  newspapers. 

In  June,  1819,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Upper  Canada,  summoned  the  Assembly  to  meet 
a  second  time,  and  in  his  speech,  notified  that  he 
had  received  an  order  from  bis  Royal  Higlinns 
the  Prince  Regent,  to  grant  land  to  the  Militis,  but 
that  be  himself  should  think  it  proper  to  withhold 
such  grant  from  those  persons  who  had  been  mem- 
bers of  Convention.  The  injustice  of  this  measure 
was  instantly  in  the  mouth  of  every  one,  and  the 
very  Sheriff  who  held  me  in  charge  scrupled  not 
to  signify  how  it  would  go,  «hoald  die  province 
again  be  Invaded,  while  at  that  very  momeat  it 
was  thought  by  many  that  a  war  with  tbe  United 
States  wonld  grow  out  of  the  affair  of  Ambristicr. 
-  Tbe  meiBlbers  of  Convention  had  met  at  Yotkt 
prior  to  any  law  to  prevent  tbe  meeting  of  dele- 
gates :  they  bad  met  in  compliance  with  the  de- 
sire of  many  thousa>D(Is  of  their  fellow-subjecta, 
and  were  wholly  unconscious  of  evil :  tbey  were 
men  of  tried  loyalty:  they  bad  held  militia  com- 
mistfiorvs  during  the  war ;  some  had  been  wounded, 
some  had  been  taken  prisoners,  and  all  had  befaaved 
well.  Most  of  them  owned  more  hind  than  they 
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could  dispose  of,  and  any  gift  of  land  could  be  to 
them,  a  mere  pledge  of  approbation  for  duty  per- 
formed to  their  sovereign  and  country.  Several 
weeks  passed  away,  while  it  was  anxiously  hoped 
that  the  Assembly  would  mark  its  diiapprobatioB 
of  the  opening  speech ;  but  approval  was  at  last 
carried  by  the  speaker's  vote,  and  the  Legi^ative 
Council  concurred  iff  language  the  most  direct  and 
submissive. 

To  me,  such  conduct  seemed  subversive  of 
every  hope  that  Upper  Canada  could  be  retained 
to  Britain  in  the  event  of  war,  and  to  itartle  those 
who  so  thoughtlessly  put  it  in  jeopardy  into  a 
eonsideratic4i  of  coasequences,  I  seized  my  pen, 
and  called  on  God  to  assist  ray  endeavours.  My 
writing,  when-  published,  was  voted  by  the  As- 
sembly to  be  libel,  and  the  LieutenaQt*GoverDor 
was  solicited  to  cvder  prosecutions.  The.  edittf 
<i(  the  newspaper,  who  had  had  the  assurance  of 
a  magistrate,  that  be  should  not  be  mdested  while 
he  had  the  manuscripts  of  authors  to  produce,  and 
who  was  on  this  occasion  wholly  ignorant  of  what 
was  printed  in  hia  office,  being  IM  miles  from 
home,  was  seized  in  his  bed  during  the  middle  of 
the  n^ht,  hurried  to  Niagara  jail,  and  thence,  next 
morning,  to  that  of  York,  where  he  was  detained 
many  days  out  of  the  reach  of  friends  to  bail  him. 
After  this  he  was  led  round  the  country  nearly  a 
hundred  mites,  exposed  to  view  as  a  malefactCM*  of 
the  worst  kind,  all  eleuly  for  the  purpose  oi  work- 
ing unfavourable  impressions  against  him ;  and,  to 
be  sure,  he  was  finally  convicted  od  a  chaiige. 
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whicht  from  its  nature,  the  author  alone  was  com- 
.  petent  to  repel*. 

My  treatment  was  still  more  waotonly  cruel. 
After  two  months  close  confioemeat  in  one  of  the 
cells  of  the  jaiU  my  health  had  begun  to  suffer, 
and,  OD  complaint  of  this,  the  liberty  of  walkiI^; 
throiigh  the  pas8i^;es  and  sittiog  at  the  door  was 
granted.  This  liberty  prevented  my  getting  worse 
the  four  succeeding  months,  although  I  never  en- 
joyed a  day's  health,  but  by  the  power  of  medi- 
cine. At  the  end  of  this  period,  I  was  again 
locked  up  in  the  cell,  cut  off  from  all  conversation 

*  SiBca  lb*  above  wa;  fiert  pnMuhsd,  I  hare  obsermd  U  gtated 
in  (be  newifwperB,  that  the  editor  has  been  liberated  from  prison, 
and  ia  now  again  carrying  on  his  bunnets.  Before  hia  trial,  I  in- 
tieated  him  again  and  again  to  traverse,  and  let  me  hare  an  oppor- 
tunity of  defending  my  own  writing ;  but  it  -was  in  vain.  I  Uien 
begged  of  his  lawyer,  to  defotd  his  client  on  the  ailment  osed  by 
Mr.  Brekioe,  in  the  case  of  Cathell ;  but  all  was  to  no  pnrpoie. 
They  weresangnine  of  success,  and  perhaps  ambitious  of  appear- 
ing chanpions  of  the  prew ;  but  a  weak  jury  headed  by  a  petty 
magistrate,  gave  that  away,  which  the  people  in  the  United  States, 
who  have,  for  twenty  yean  past,  disclaimed  the  very  notton  of 
political  libel,  would  sooner  have  lost  their  right  arms  than  haw 
parted  wiA.  No  one  would  punish  slander  on  priTate  chafaoter 
note  serwely  than  I  would :  men  in  power  ^onld  alwi^  be 
(■titled,  SB  well  at  others,  to  redress  in  a  civil  suit ;  but,  to  make 
due  reprobation  of  mal-admioistration  in  public  afTaira  criminal,  ii 
what  I  shall  protest  against  while  I  have  breath;  and  my  first  wish, 
on  returning  to  Upper  Canada,  ehaLL  be  to  obtain  a  trial,  and  give 
dn  people  of  that  country,  by  dispanionate  argument,  a. clear 
liew  of  the  tmlh.  I  have  in  my  possession  a  speech  which  wa* 
written  in  expectation  of  being  fairly  tried,  and  that  speech  shall 
be  pnMnred  for  the  parpose. 
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with  my  frieiids,  but  through  a  hole  in  the  door, 
while  the  jailor  or  under  sheriff  watched  what'was 
said,  and  for  some  time  both  my  attorney  and  ma- 
gistrates of  my  acquaintance  were  denied  admis- 
MOD  to  me.  The'  quarter  sessions  were  held  soon 
after  this  severe  and  unconstitutional  treatment 
commenced,  and,  on  these  occasions,  it  was  the 
custom  and  duty  of  the  grand  jury  to  perambulate 
the  jail,  and  see  that  all  was  right  with  the  pri- 
soners. I  prepared  a  memorial  for  their  consi- 
'  deration,  but,  on  this  occasion,  was  not  visited.  I 
complained  to  a  magistrate  through  the  door,  who 
promised  to  mention  my  case  to  the  chairman  of 
the  session  ;  but  the  chairman  happened  to  be 
brother  of  one  of  those  who  bad  signed  my  com- 
mitment, and  the  court  broke  up  without  my  ob- 
taining the  smallest  relief. 

Exasperation  of  mind  now  joined  to  the  heat  of 
the  weather,  which  was  excessive,  rapidly  wast«d 
fny  health  and  impaired  my  faculties.  I  felt  my 
memory  sensibly  affected,  and  could  not  connect 
my  ideas  through  any  length  of  reasoning,  but  by 
writing,  which  many  days  I  was  wholly  unfitted 
for  by  the  violence  of  continual  head-ache.  Im- 
mediately before  the  sitting  of  the  assizes,  the 
weather  became  cool,  so  that  I  was  able  to  apply 
constantly  for  three  days,  and  finish  a  written  de- 
fence, on  every  point  likely  to  be  questioned  on 
the  score  of  seditious  libel.  I  also  prepared  a  fon< 
mal  protest  against  any  verdict  which  might  pass 
gainst  me,  as  subject  to  the  statute,  under  .colour 
of  which  I  was  confined. 
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It  w«s. again  reported,,  that  I  should  be  tried 
only  as  to  tbe  fact  of  refusing  to  leave  the  province. 
A  state  of  aervou$  iFriitabiUty,  of  which  1  was  not 
then  sufficiently  aware,  deprived  my  mind  of  the 
power  of  reflection  on  the  subject :  1  was  seized 
with  a  fit  of  convulsive  laughter,  reserved  not  to 
defend  such  a  suit,  and  was  perhaps  rejoiced  that 
I  might  be  even  thus  set  at  liberty  from  my  hor- 
rible situation.  On  being  called  up  for  trial,  the 
action  of  the  fresh  air,  after  six  weeks  close  coo- 
finement,  produced  the  effect  of  intoxication.  I 
had  no  control  over  my  conduct,  no  sense  of  con- 
sequence, nor  little  other  feeling  but  of  ridicule 
and  disgust  for  the  court  which  countenanced  such 
atrial.  At  one  moment  I  had  a  desire  to  protest 
against  tbe  whole  proceeding;  but,  forgetting  that 
I  had  a  written  [ffotest  in  my  pocket,  I  struj^led 
in  vain  to  call  to  mind  the  word  protest,  and  in 
another  moment  the  whole  train  of  ideas  which 
led  to  the  wish  had  vanished  from  my  mind. 
VTben  the  verdict  was.  returned,  that  I  was  guilty 
of  having  refused  to  leave  tbe  province,  I  had  £i»^ 
got  for  what  I  was  tried,  and  affronted  a  juryman 
by  asking  if  it  was  for  sedition*. 

Gentlemen,  these  are  melancholy  particulars,  and 


*  The  jury,  inlhiscase,  was  notorioualy  packed.  To  guard 
against  the  effects  of  this  as  much  as  possible,  I  had,  ia  the  ex< 
peclation  of  trial  for  Kbel,  obtained  tbla  of  inimical  jurymen,  and 
had  people  willing  to  appear  in  court  to  swear  that  many  of  them 
had  prejudged  me  openly  in  the  rancour  of  party  dispute.  Thesa 
lists  w«re  banded  to  mo  through  the  door,  before  and  doriiig  the 
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80  far  as  tbey  concern  myself  only,  I  cwtainly 
should  be  tnclioed  to  conceal  them.  As  they 
concern  the  legislation  and  spirit  of  goreming  in 
a  British  province,  I  hare  thou^t  it  my  duty  to 
offer  the  consideration  of  them  to  the  public, 
prior  to  submitting  the  same  to  the  Prince  and 


BMizefl;  but  all  caation  and  care  forsook  me  in  the  time  of  need. 
My  fate,  I  bdiere,  was  determiaed  by  a  misconstruction  of  the 
judge  of  the  word  "  IjAabilimt."  To  th*  beat  of  my  recollection, 
tbia  wai  defined  to  mean  a  per*oa  who  had  paid  taxes,  or  per- 
formed Btatme  laboar  on  the  roads  \  Will  it  be  believed  that  aa 
Snglishman  started  the  question  as  to  this  simple  word  of  his 
mother  tongue,  which,  in  Uw,  has  no  peculiar  meaning,  and 
which,  in  common  sense,  as  well  as  by  derirstion,  means  simply 
■  dweller  in  T  The  reader  will  find  it  applied  in  this  bool  to  wild 
beasts  of  Canada.  The  Englishman  spoken  of  had  ^nad  with  ma 
at  the  same  table  for  weeks  tc^ber,  had  lived  with  me  in  the  sama 
Tillage  for  months  together,  and  knew  perfectly  well  that  I  bad 
Aoell  in  the  province  more  than  a  year  before  my  anestj 
but  every  thing  is  sacrificed  when  prejudice,  pique,  or  self-inte- 
rest take  the  sway.  This  man's  name  stands  in  my  tists  for  having 
pngudged  me ;  yet,  Judas-like,  he  came  to  the  door  of  my  cell, 
and  shook  hands  through  the  small  aperture,  a  few  days  before 
my  oondemnation.  As  to  Ae  sheriff  of  Niagara,  he  baa  been  a 
balf-pay  officer  aver  since  the  American  war ;  and  thou^  his 
half-pay  could  be  received  only  on  oath,  that  he  enjoyed  no 
office  under  government,  he  has  for  a  long  series  of  years  drawn 
a  handsome  salary  as  his  majesty's  sheriff.  The  chief-justics 
Powell  enjoys  poste  and  pay  out  of  my  count,  and  at  the  will 
of  the  king,  (i,  e.  the  governor)  may,  on  the  ^ortest  notice, 
be  turned  off  the  bench,  and  deprived  of  bis  pay. 

These  truths  will  throw  light  upon  my  shocking  treatment,  and 
the  sUto  of  Uppw  Catutda. 
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ParliameDt  of  this  country,  for  which  purpose  I 
more  especially  came  home.  It  is  my  wish  to 
return  to  Upper  Canada,  and  to  stand  any  feif 
trial  for  alleged  crime:  it  is  my  wish  to  promcAe 
the  settlement  of  that  province  with  British  sub- 
jects; but  what  British  subject  of  spirit  would 
settle  in  a  country,  where,  in  a  moment,  he  may 
have  to  bow  to  arbitrary  power,  or  be  turned 
adrift  into  a  foreign  land,  the  sport  of  calumny, 
injured  in  health,  and  ruined  in  the  fair  expectation 
of  doing  well  for  his  family  ? 

I  annex  a  copy  of  the  statute,  under  colour  of 
which  I  was  imprisoned  and  banished,  t<^ether 
with  the  order  served  upon  me  to  quit  the  pnH 
vince,  after  having  resided  there  more  than  a  year. 

When  these  documents  are  examined,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  above  statement,*  I  shall  ask  the 
public  to  consider  whether  there  is  not  reason  for 

INSTANT  PARLIAMENTARY  INQUIRY, 
and  if  such  inquiry  is  instituted,  I  PLEDGE 
MYSELF  TO  SHEW"  THAT  UPPER  CA- 
NADA, INSTEAD  OF  COSTING  THIS 
COUNTRY  A  LARGE  SUM  OF  MONEY 
TO  MAINTAIN  IT.  COULD  YIELD  AN- 
NUALLY A  HANDSOME  REVENUE  TO 
THE  BRITISH  GOVERNMENT:  THAT  IN- 
STEAD OF  REMAINING  THE  POOREST, 
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IT  MAY  SPEEDILY  BECOME  THE  RICIT- 
EST  PART  OE  NORTH  AMERICA :  THAT 
IT  MAY  THIS  VERY  YEAR  GIVE  EM- 
PLOYMENT AND  BREAD  TO  50.000  Of 
THE  POOR  INHABITANTS  OF  BRITAIN; 
AND,  FOR  MANY  YEARS  TO  COME, 
AFFORD  ANNUALLY  A  SIMILAR  DRAIN 
FOR  REDUNDANT  POPULATION:  LAST- 
LY, THAT  IT  MAY  BE  MADE  A  PERMA- 
NENT AND  SECURE  BULWARK  TO  THE 
BRITISH  EMPIRE,  INSTEAD  OF  BEING 
A  LURE  TO  ITS  INVASION  AND  DOWN- 
FALL. 

These,  Gentlemen,  are  bold  assertions :  but  they 
«re  npt  only  bol4,  they  are  mtional  and  sincere ; 
Hnd  they  proceed  from  a  mind  which  has  been 
devoted  for  two  years  to  reflections  on  the  subject 
— a  mind  which  has  sustained  itself  under  every 
reasonable  trial,  and  which  has  not  yet  entirely, 
sunk  beneath  the  most  odious  persecution. 

ROBERT  GOURLAY. 
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An  Act  ybr  the  better  securing  this  Province  against 
ali  sediti&us  Attempts  or  Designs  to  disturb  the 
TranquiUitjf  thereof.  (Passed  9th  March,  1804J 
Whereas  it  is  necessary  to  protect  his  Ma-  P«MnW«. 
jesty's  subjects  of  this  Province  from  the  insidious 
attempts  or  designs  of  evil-minded  and  seditious 
posons ;  and,  whereas  much  danger  may  arise  to 
the  public  tranquillity  thereof,  from  the  unre« 
strained  resort  and  residence  of  such  persons, 
thereiu:  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the  King's 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  L^islative  Council  and  As- 
sembly of  the  Province  of  U[^)er'  Canada,  con- 
stituted and  assembled  by  virtue  of,  and  under  the 
authority  of  an  act  passed  in  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  intituled  "  Ad  Act  to  repeal  certain 
parts  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his 
Majesty's  reign,  entituled, '  an  Act  for  making  more 
effectual  Provision  ftw  the  Government  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  in  North  America,  and  to  make 
further  ProTtsiOn  for  the  Government  of  the  said 

Gorcr- 

ProTince,'  "  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  Thdt,  nor,    Sm. 

empowei^ 
from,  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  it  shall  dnd  ^  to  «u- 

mOtr  be  lai^l^fhr  the  Governor,  ZAeutenant-Ga-  ™'*»™  , 
vetHM-,  orpefson  administering  tJie  government  o/"  f^,^^'''^ 
t^Pr&viMx,  for  the  Members  of  the  Legislative  j"^'^. 
m^Wetttilivt  dmitcils,  the  Judges  of  his  Majesty^'s 
b9 

n,g,t,7i.dt,G00glc 


XX  GBNERAi  INT  ROD  OCT  lOK. 

Court  of  Kii^*s  Bench,  for  the  time  being,  respeor 
tiveljf,  or  for  any  person  or  persons  authorized  in 
that  behalf,  by  an  instrument  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  the  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  per- 
«on  administering  the  government  for  the  time  being, 
or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  jointly  or  separately, 
by  warrant  or  warrants,  under  his  or  their  hand 
and  seal,  or  hands  and  seals,  to  arrest  any  person 
or  persons  not  having  been  an  inhabitant  or  inha- 
bitants of  this  Province  for  the  space  of  six  months 
next  precedir^  the  date  of  such  warrant  or  warrants, 
or  not  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  our 
Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  who  by  words,  actions,  or 
other  behaviour  or  conduct,  hath  or  have  endea* 
voured,  or  hath  or  have  given  just  cause  to  suspect 
that  he,  she,  or  they,  is  or  atv  about  to  endeavour  to 
alienate  the  minds  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  fAw 
Province  from  his  person  or  government,  or  in  any 
wise  witka  seditious  intent  to  disturb  the  tranquiUity 
thereof,  to  the  end  that  such  person  or  persons  shall 
forthwith  be  brought  before  the  said  person  or  per- 
sons so  granting  suck  warrant  or  warrants  gainst 
him,  her,  or  them,  or  any  other  person  or  parsons 
__    ,      duly  authorized  to  grant  such  warrant  or  warrants 

tmaiien 

the  "'?»'^  ^  virtue  of  this  act;  and  if  such  person  or  persons 
gi^BEciJ'  *"*'  ^"^  ****^*  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  as  afore. 
tity,Stc.    ^^^  or  not  having  taken  such  oath  of  allegiance. 
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shall  not  give  to  the  -person  or  persons  so  granting 
such  tvarrant  or  warrants,  or  so  authorized  as 
(foresaid,  before  whom  Ae,  she,  or  theg  shall  be 
brought,  JvU  and  complete  satisfaction  that  his,  her, 
or  their  rvords,  actions,  conduct,  or  behaviour  had 
HO  such  tendency,  or  were  not  intended  to  promote 
or  encourage  disaffection  to  his  Majesty's  person  or 
government,  it  shall  and  mag  be  lamfalfw  each  or. 
ang  of  tlie  said  persons  so  granting  such  warratU 
or  warrants,  or  so  authorized  as  aforesaid,  and  he 
and  theg  is  and  are  hereby  required  to  deliver  an 
order  or  orders,  in  writing,  to  suck  person  or  per~ 
sons  not  being  such  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  as 
aforesaid,  or  not  having  taken  such  oath  of  alle- 
giance, requiring  of  him,  her,  or  them,  to  depart  this 
Province  within  a  lime  to  be  limited  by  such  order 
or  orders,  or  if  it  shall  he  deemed  expedient  that  he, 
she,  or  they,  sJiould  be  permitted  to  remain  in  {Ats 
Province,  to  require  from  kirn,  her,  or  them,  good 
and  sufficient  security,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
person  or  persons  acting  under  the  authority  hereby 
given,  for  his,  her,  or  their  good  behaviour,  during  - 
his,  her,  or  their  continuance  therein. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  ©ff^deST 
aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  persona  not  being  ih^*'^. 
such  iobabitant  or  inhabitfiDts  as  aforesaid,  or  not  bf^ij^-! 
having  taken  such  oath  of  allegiance,  who  by  any^  * 
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order  or  orders  so  delivered  to  him,  her*  or  thetn, 
is  or  are  required  to  depart  this  province  witbin  a 
time  limited  by  that  order,  should,  by  sickoess  ax 
other  impediment,  be  preveuted  from  paying  due 
obedience  to  the  same,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  person  or  persons  who  hath  or  have  issued 
such  order  or  orders  as  aforesaid,  or  for  any  other 
parson  or  persons  as  aforesaid  authorized  by  this 
act  so  to  do  (the  person  or  persons  acting 
under  the  authority  hereby  given,  being  first  sa- 
tisfied that  such  impediment  by  sickness,  or  other- 
wise, ought  to  be  admitted  as  a  reason  for  such 
order  as  aforesaid  not  having  been  obeyed),  by  an 
indorsement  in  writing  upon  the  said  order  or 
orders,  or  otherwise  in  writing,  to  enlarge  the  time 
-  specified  in  the  said  order,  or  orders,  from  time  to 
time,  as  occasion  may  require  ;  and  if  any  person 
Or  persons  so  having  been  required  or  ordered  to 
quit  this  Province  as  aforesaid,  and  not  having  ob- 
tained an  enlargement  of  such  time,  in  manner 
^^  ^  herein  before  u)ecified,  shall  be  found  at  lanre 
E**"'j2^  therein,  or  return  thereunto,  after  the  time  limited 
by  any  or  either  of  such  orders,  without  licence 
from  the  Giovernor,  Lieutenant-Grovernor,  or  per- 
son administering  the  government  for  the  time 
being  in  that  bdialf,  or  in  case  any  person  or  per- 
sons who  shall  have  been  served  with  any  or  either 
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of  such  order  or  orders  as  aforesaid,  dr  who  shall 
have  been  permitted  to  remain  in  this  Proviace, 
upon  such  security  as  aforesaid,  shall  by  wordSt 
actiofi9>  or  otherwise,  endeavour,  or  give  just 
cause  to  tiuspect,  that  he,  she,  or  tbey,  is  or  are 
about  to  endeavour  to  attcDate  the  minds  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  of  this  Province  from  his  person 
or  government,  or  in  anywise  with  a  seditious 
intent  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  thereof,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  one  or  more  of  the  said 
person  or  persons  so  authorized  by  this  act  as 
aforesaid ;  and  he  and  they  is  and  are  hereby  re- 
quired by  warrant  of  warrants  under  his  or  their 
band  and  seal,  or  hands  and  seals,  to  commit  such 
person  or  persons  so  remaining  at  large  or  returning 
into  this  Province  without  sttch  licence  as  afore- 
said, or  so  endeavoHring  or  giving  cause  to  suspect  ^"^ 
that  he,  she,  or  they,  is  or  are  about  to  endeavour  ^^^T 
so  to  a:lienate  the  minds  of  his  Majesty's'  subjects 
of  this  Ffovince,  or  in  anywise  with  a  seditious 
intent  to  distuTb  the  tranquillity  thereof^  to  the  com- 
mon jail,  or  to  the  custody  of  the  Sheriff  of  the 
district,  irt'  such  districts  in  which  there  shall  be 
no  jail  at  that  time,  there  to  remain,  without  bail 
or  maioprize,  unless  delivered  therefirom  by  special 
ordier  from  the  Govemorv  Lieutenant-GoWrnor,  or 
pet^oa  administering  the  government  for  the  time 
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being,  until  he,  she,  or  they  can  be  prosecuted  for 
mich  offeaW  in  his  Majesty's  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  or  of  Oyer  apd  Terminer  and  general  jail 
delivery  in  this  province,  or  under  any  special 
commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  to  be  issued  by 
the  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  person  ad- 
PuniBb-  ministering  the  government  of  this  Province  for  the 

ment  if 

coDTicted.  time  being;  and  if  such  person  or  persons,  not 
being  soch  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  as  aforesaid, 
or  not  having  taken  such  oath  of  allegiance,  shall 
be  duly  convicted  of  any  of  the  offences  herein- 
before  described,  in  either  of  the  said  courts  respec- 
tively, he,  she,  or  they  shall  be  adjudged  by  such 
court  forthwith  to  depart  this  Province,  or  to  be 
imprisoned  in  the  common  jail,  or  be  delivered 
over  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  in  such  districts 
in  which  there  shall  be  no  jail  at  that  time,  for  a 
time  to  be  limited  by  such  judgment,  and  at  the 
expiration  ^  that  time,  to  depart  this  Province; 
and  if  such  person  or  persons  so  convicted  as 
aforesaid,  shall  remain  in  this  Province,  or  return 
th«einto,  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  to  be 
limited  by  the  said  judgment,  without  licence 
from  the  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  person 
administering  the  government  for  the  time  being, 
in  that  behalf  first  had  and  obtained,  such  person 
or  penons,  on  being  duly  convicted  of  so  remain- 
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iog  or  return'iDg,  before  either  of  the  said  courts, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  suffer 
death  as  a  fetoo,  without  beaeBt  of  clergy.  Pro- 
vided always,  ihat  if,  in  the  execution  -of  the 
powers  hereby  giveti,'  any  question  shall  arisen 
touching  or  concerning  the  space  of  time  during 
which  any  person  or  persons  shall  have  been  an 
inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  previous 
to  any  warrant  or  warrants  having  been  issued 
against  him,  her,  or  them,  or  touching  or  concern- 
ing the  fact  of  any  person  or  persons  having  taken 
such  oath  of  allegiance,  the  proof  shall,  in  all  PraoTtn 
such  cases,  Jay  on  the  party  or  parties  against  Pf"*"" . 
whom  any  such  warrant  or  warrants  shall,  in  virtue 
of  the  powers  hereby  given,  have  been  granted  or 
issued. 

HI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  hy  the  authority       if  any 

perion  sin 

aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  at  any  tag  uDder 
time  shall  be  sued  or  prosecuted  for  any  thing  by  >*<>s  »<>' 

become 

him  or  them  done  in  pursuance,  or  by  colour  of  "^''?"''' 
thisactfOrofany  matter  or  thing  therein  contained, 
such  action'  or  prosecution  shall  be  commenced 
within  three  calendar  months  next  after  the  offence 
shall  have  been  committed,  and  such  person  or 
persons  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  the 
special  matter  in  evidence  for  his,  her,  or  their  de- 
fence, and  if,  upon  trial,  a  verdict  shall  pass  for  the 
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defenclant  or  defeodaDts,  or  the  plaintiff  or  plain- 
tiffs shall  become  noD'Suited,  or  shall  discontinue 
bis,  her,  or-4heir  suit,  or  prosecution,  or  if  judgment 
be  given  for  the  defendaot  or  defeodaDts,  upon  de- 
murrer or  otherwise,  such  defendant  or  drfendants 
I  shall  have  treble  costs  to  him  o 
against  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs. 


ORDER  OF  COMMITMENT. 


Georye  the  Third,  by  the   Grace  of  God  of  thg 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

King,  Defender  of  the  Faiik^  Sfc.  Taoar  She- 
riff of  the  District  of  Niagara,  Keeper  of  the 
Jail  therein,  or  to  the  Jailor  thereof,  greeting. 

WHEREAS.byanact  of  the  Provincial  Parliament 
of  Upper  Canada,  passed  m  the  forty-fourth  year 
of  our  reign,  inlituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  better  se- 
curing this  Province  against  all  seditious  Attempts 
or  Designs  to  disturb  the  traoquiUity  thereof," 
it  is  enacted  that — \here  that  part  ofth^act  recited 
which  is  printed  above  in  italics.'] 

And,  whereas,  we,  \fiiliam  Claus  and  William 
Dickson,  each  a  member  of  our  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, of  the  said  province  of  Upper  Canada,  duly 
aathorized  in  and  by  virtue  of  th'e  said  act,  did,  on 
the  infOTi&ation  and  complaint  of  Isaac  Swayz€, 
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one  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
OD  oath  made  before  the  said  WiilJam  Dickson, 
that  one  Robert  Gourlay,  now  in  the  town  of 
Niagara,  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  in  said  Pro- 
TiQce,  who,  the  said  Isaac  Swayxe  believes  to  have 
ao  particular  or  fixed  place  of  residence,  is  an  evil- 
minded  and  seditious  person,  and  that  the  public 
tranquillity  of  said  Province  may  be  endangered  by 
the  unrestrained  residence  of  such  a  person,  and 
that  the  said  Robert  Gourlay,  by  words,  actions, 
writings,  and  other  behaviour,  hath  endeavoured, 
and  is  endeavouring  to  alienate  the  minds  of  our 
subjects  in  this  Province  from  our  person  and 
government,  and  that  the  said  Robert  Gourlay,  if 
in  his  power,  from  his  language,  words,  and  writ- 
ings, is  endeavouring  to  raise  a  rebellion  against 
our  government  in  this  Province,  and  that  Isaac 
Swayze  verily  believes  that  the  said  Robert  Gour- 
lay has  not  been  an  inhabitant  for  six  months  pre- 
ceding the  date  of  said  information,  and  had  not, 
at  the  time  of  said  information,  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  us :  and,  whereas,  a  warrant  was  grant- 
ed and  tested  in  the  name  of  the  said  William  Dick- 
son and  William  Claus,  dated  the  I9th  day  of 
December,  now  last  past,  and  directed  to  the  She- 
riff of  our  district  of-  Niagara,  requiring  him  to 
arrest  the  said  Robert  Gourlay,  to  the  end,  that  he 
might  be  brought  before  the  said  William  Dickson 
and  William  Claus,  or  either  of  them  ;  and,  whereas, 
the  said  Robert  Gourlay  was  accordingly  brought 
up  before  the  said  William  Dickson  and  William 
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.Cliius,  OD  the  31st  day  of  December,  now  last 
past,  and  being  examined,  touching  the  said  infor- 
mation, and  of  and  concerning  his  words,  actions, 
conduct,  and  behaviour;  be  did  not  give  full 
and  complete  satisfaction  to  the  said  William 
Dickson  and  the  said  William  Clans,  that  his 
words,  actions,  conduct, .  and  behaviour  had  no 
such  tendency  ;  on  the  contrary,  that  these  were 
intended  to  promote  disaffection  to  our  person  and 
government ;  and  having  given  no  satisfactory 
proof  that  he  has  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  said 
Province  for  the  space  of  six  months  preceding  the 
date  of  such  warrant,  nor  did  he  prove  that  he  had 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  us,  as  by  the  said 
act  is  mentioned;  and,  whereas,  the  said  William 
Dickson  and  William  Claus  did  thereupon  deem 
it  inexpedient,  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  act, 
that  the  said  Robert  Gourlay  should  be  permitted 
to  remain  in  this  Province;  and  did  adjudge  that 
the  said  Robert  Gourlay  should  depart  this  Pix>- 
vince  of  Upper  Canada,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
January  next  ensuing  thereof,  and  he  was  required 
BO  to  depart  this  Province,  by  an  order  in  writing 
to  that  effect,  and  personally  delivered  to  him,  at 
the  Court  House  for  said  district,  on  the  said  91st 
day  of  December,  now  last  past. 

And,  whereas,  information  hath  been  given, 
that  the  said  Robert  Gourlay  hath  not  departed 
this  Province  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January 
instant,  the  time  limited  in  the  said  order  in  writ- 
ing, but  still  abides  and  is  at  laige  therein. 
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These  are,  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
before  recited  act,  to  authorize  and  require  you,  if 
the  said  Robert  Gourlay  shall  be  found  at  large  in 
your  district,  to  commit  him  to  the  common  jail 
thereof,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or  main- 
prize,  unless  delivered  therefrom,  as  the  said  act 
directs. 

Witness,  William  Claus  and  William  Dickson, 
Legislative  Councillors  as  aforesaid,  under  the 
band  and  seal  of  each,  this  fourth  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  and  of  our  reign,  the  fifty- 
ninth. 

(Signed)      WILLIAM  DICKSON, 
WILLIAM  CLAUS. 


SKETCH  OF  A  PETITION 

To  the  Hotwurable  the  Commons  ■  of  the   Vnited 
Kingdom  of  dreat  Britain  and  Irehmd,  in 

PARI.IAUBNT  ASSEMBLED*. 

THE  PETITION  OF  ROBERT  GOURLAY. 
HUMBLY  SUEWETH, 

That  your  Petitioner  is  a  native  of  the  parish  of 
Ceres,  (and)  in  the  county  of  Fife  (North  Britain), 
IN  SCOTLAND,  and  thence  conceives  himself  en- 


*  The  words  printed  in  capitals  were  added,  those  in  small 
tjpe,  and  enclosed  in  k  circumflex,  were  omitted  in  the  real  peti- 
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titled  to  all  tlie  constitutional  privileges  of  a  Bri- 
tish subject. 

That  your  Petitioner  was  bom  to  the  inheritance 
of  considerable  landed  estates,  and  did  entertain, 
till  the  year  1815,  fair  hopes  of  independent  for- 
tune : — that  then,  in  the  d8th  year  of  his  age,  being 
married,  and  having  five  chtidren,  he  found  him- 
self, by  causes  which  he  could  neither  foresee  nor 
prevent,  sunk  into  a  state  of  precarious  depend'^ 
ence ; — that,  after  more  than  a  year's  re6ectioni  he 
resotved'to  visit  Upper  Canada,--wheTe  he  had  Bomti 
landed  property-  and  many  friends',  to  ascertain 
whether  he  might  not,  with  propriety,  remove  his 
family  thither : — that,  after  a  few  months  residence 

in  that  country,  he  (beoama  enamoured  oi)  WAS  PLEAS- 
ED WITH  the  natural  excellence  of  its  soil  and 
climate, — saw  prospects  of  providing  comfortably 
fw  his  family,  and  cherished  schemes  for  render- 
ing Upper  Canada  a  comfortable  refuge  for  the 
redundant  population  of  EngJand  :— that,  to  qualify 
himself  the  better  to  represent  at  home  the  true 
state  of  the  province,,  be  resolved  to  prolong  his 
stay,  and  by  extended  inquiry  did  greatly  increase 
his  knowledge  of  the  actual  state  of  its  affairs. 

That  he  then  discovered  political  restraints  on 
the  prosperity  of  Upper  Canada,  which  rendered 
it  altogether  inferior  to  the  United  States  as  a  place 
of  settlement,  and  such  mismanagement  on  the 
part  of  the  executive  government  with  regard 
to  emigrants  from  Britain,  as  blasted  every  hope, 
unless  (greai)  coNSiDEBABLE  chftDges  could  be! 
effected. 
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That  his  first  intention,  after  being  fully  ap- 
prized of  these  pestraints  and  this  mismaDagemeD^ 
was  to  proceed  borne  and  state  the  truth  to  the 
mioisters  of  this  country ;  but,  dcwbtful  of  his  in- 
dividual representation  being  listened  to,  he  recom- 
mended the  inhabitants  to  petition  their  parliament 
for  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  province,  and  for  a 
commission  to  go  home  with  the  result  to  the 
Prince  and  Fartiament  of  Britain :— that  this  mea- 
sure was  actually  moved  and  canied  in  the  As- 
sembly, but  a  quarrel  presendy  afterwards  arising 
between  the  different  branches  of  the  legislature^ 
parliament  was  hastily  prorogued. 

That,  on  this  juncture,  your  Petitioner  being 
more  and  more  convinced  of  the  great  necessity  of 
examination,  addressed  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro. 
vince,  and  recommended  them  to  raise  a  fund  by 
subscription,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  home  a 
petition- to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  solicit  the  appointment  of  a  commission  from 
£ngland  for  that  pnrpose. 

That  this  proposal  giving  great  offence  to  c^ain 
perscms  in  office,  called  down  their  resentment 
upon  your  Petitioner,  whom  they  caused  to  be 
twictf  arrested,  and  tried  upon  charges  of  seditious 
libel. 

That  your  Petitionw,  being  twice  honourably 
acquitted^  had  then  the  fullest  hope  of  succeeding 
in  his  purpose,  by  offering  to  lay  before  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, just  arrived  from  England,  his 
view  of  what  was  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
province,  when,  to  his  astonishment,  a  party  in 
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power  not  only  succeeded  in  exciting  prejudices 
in  the  mind  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  against 
your  Petitioner,  >  but  wantonly  libelled  a  great 
portion  of  the  inhabitants,  and  had  a  law  enacted> 
abridging  public  liberty,  equally  uncalled  for,  and 
odious  to  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

That  your  Petitioner  was  at^er  this  on  the  point 
of  setting  off  for  England  when  a  conspiracy  was 
formed  between  three  of  his  most  notorious  poli- 
tical enemies  to  ruin  his  character,  and  prevent 
his  ever  returning  to  Upper  Canada.  For  this 
purpose  they  pretended  that  your  Petitioner  was 
subject  to  a  provincial  statute,  [a  copy  of  which  ts 
hereunto  annexed,']  which  can  only  apply  to  aliens 
and  outlaws,  and  one  of  them  scrupling  not  to 
peijure  himself  to  afford  grounds  for  procedure, 
they  presented  him  with  an  order  to  quit  the  pro- 
vince, upon  his  disobeying  which  they  had  him 
arrested  and  committed  to  jail,  [the  order  being 
hereunto  annexcd.'\ 

That  your  Petitioner,  being  thus  situated,  ap- 
plied for  liberation  by  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  \tke 
whole  process  being  itereunto  annexe'd] ;  but,  being 
remanded  to  jail  by  the  .Chief  Justice  of  the  pro? 
vince,  was  detained  there  for  nearly  eight  months. 

That  your  Petitioner  in  this  melancholy  predi- 
cament, had  still  the  hope  of  clearing  his  character 
from  the  base  imputations  of  his  enemies  by  a  fair 
submission  of  their  chai^;es  to  the  sense  and  feeling 
of  a  jury ;  and  in  the  mean  time  having  taken  the 
advice  of  Sir  Arthur  Pi^ott,  and  other  lawyers  of 
eminence,  as  to  the  legality  of  his  imprisonment^ 
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bad  their  decided  opiaions  th^t  it  w^  not  legal— 
that  the  Chief  Justice  of  Upper  Canada  was  wrou 
in  not  having  granted  liberatibo,  and  that  those 
who  had  cauaed  the  arrest,  were  subject  to  an 
action  of  damages  for  false  imprisonment. 

That,  nevertheless,  the  hopes  of  your  Petitioner 
were  completely  blasted.  Before  the  day  pf  trial, 
fats  body  and  mindwere  so  weakened  by  confiaop 
ment  and  exasperation  from  cruel,  unnecessary, 
and  unconstitutional  treatment  in  jail,  that,  on 
being  brought  into  the  fresh  air  of  the  court,  hia 
nrhole  ideas  ran  iqto  confusion,  and  he  lost  all 
control  over  his  conduct.  A  trial  was  brought 
on,  not  for  any  crime,  but  merely  to  determine  the 
fact,  that  your  Petitioner  had  refused  to  leave  the 
province.  To  such  a  trial,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, your  Petitioner  would,  undoubtedly,  have 
demurred*  Ajei  it  happened,  he,  altc^ether  insen- 
sible of  consequences,  suffered  the  trial  to  proceed 
till  a  septence  of  banishment  was  pronounced 
against  him  by  the  same  judge  who  detained  him 
in  prison. 

(Your  Petitioner  desires  to  make  no  appeal  to  feeling  on  this 
occasion:  neither  is  there  any  need  for  inveetigation  into  coudact. 
He  desires  that  no  consideration  may  rest  on  the  palpable  and 
yiie  preteiKo  that  your  Petitioner  had  not  been  an  inhabitant  of 
Upper  Canada  For  six  monthe,  'when  it  was  notorious,  that  he  had 
resided  there  for  more  than  double  that  period  ;  or,  that  he  had 
nM  t^ken  the  oath  of  alle^ance,  while  at  any  moment  of  time  ha. 
would  willingly  have  gone  through  that  ceremony,  bad  he  confi< 
^ecei  it  esaential  to  constitutional  protection.  Yotir  Petitioner 
appeals  to  your  Honourable  House  solely  on  the  abstract  qnestion 
of  right,  iol^rent  in  a  native  born  Briton,  to  that  protection  with- 
in  his  Majesty's  dominiouii,  which  the  British  people  bargained 
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for  in  ibe  cUim  of  Rights,  prior  lo  the  acoevion  of  tbe  prewot 
ftmily  to  the  thron& 

Your  Honourable  House,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  brBiiches 
of  the  Li^ilature,  pssaed  an  Act,  in  the  year  1791,  empowering 
his  Majesty  by  and  with  the  consent  of  a  Legislative  Council  and 
Assembly  to  make  laws  for  the  government  of  Upper  Canada, 
'*'  during  the  continuance  of  this  Act ;"  but  your  Petitioner  has 
no  belief  that  it  was  (he  intention  of  this  temporary  Act  to  confer 
a  power  on  the  Canadian  Parliament  of  expatriating  British  sub- 
jectB,  or.  in  any  way  to  encroach  on  the  fiindamental  principles 
'    oif  the  British  Constitution. 

Your  Petitioner  begs  leave  to  refer  your  Honourable  House  to 
the  Act  of  the  Canadian  Parliament,  under  colout  of  which  ha 
was  imprisoned  and  banished.  Your  Honourable  House,  by 
f>enisal  of  this  Act,  will  see  that  its  application  to  an  untainted 
British  Bul^ect  is  by  mere  implication,  and  he  trusts  your  Ho- 
nourable House  will  determine,  that  constitutional  right  is  not  to 
be  orertumed  by  such  a  breath. — Your  Honourable  House  will 
see  that  to  make  this  Act  applicable  to  an  untainted  British  sub- 
ject, not  only  must  the  sacred  bond  of  natural  allegiance,  with  all 
its  mutual  obligations  between  the  sovereign  and  si#ijeot,  be  con- 
sidered null  and  void,  in  Upper  Can adsj  but,  that  a-meie  infer- 
ence moat  delennine  as  to  the  ceremony  of  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  within  the  province.  Your  Honourable  House  will  see 
that  even  a  reductia  ad  absurdum  flies  in  the  face  of  such  con- 
struction, for,  were  this  act  really  applicable  to  British  subjects, 
no  individual  could,  with  safety,  proceed  from  the  mother  coun- 
try to  the  colony ;  that  even  a  newly  appointed  governor  might 
be  arrested  and  disgraced  the  moment  he  set  his  foot  in  Upper 
Canada,  or  a  whole  army  of  British  soldiers,  destined  for  its  de- 
fence, be  legnlly  captured  and  imprisoned  by  a  few  perjured  and 
unblushing  villains. 

Your  Petitioner  trusts  that  your  Honourable  House  will  not 
only  mark  such  monstrous  absurdity,  and  wt  aside  all  question  as 
to  ridiculous  inference  trenching  on  the  boast  and  birthright  of 
Britons,  but  loudly  declare,  that,  though,  by  express  terms,  an 
untainted  British  subject  had  been  made  liable  to  this  Act,  yet 
that  no  such  Act  could  be  bald  as  couatitutionBl  and  valid  uj  mora 
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tiuD  a  ProriDdal  Act,  to  maks  nle  of  Upper  Canada  to  a  foroign 
power.  Your  Fetitiooer,  therefore,  intreats  that  your  HoDounible 
House  will  t&ke  this  subject  iato  Mrious  consideration;  and  shall 
exer  pray.)* 

Your  PetitioDer  has  recounted  these  facts  and 
circumstances,  not  from  any  desire  that  your 
'Honourable  House  should  interfere  in  matters  of 
judicial  process,  or  correct  the  rigour  of  executive 
tyranny  towards  an  individual.  Your  Petitioner 
is  now  in  the  course  of  applying  to  his  Majesty  in 
council,  to  take  into  consideration  his  particular 
case, — to  consult  the  law  oflBcers  of  the  crown 
thereupon, — to  make  inquiry  into  the  cruel  treat- 
ment he  received,  and  into  the  fact  of  his  being 
in  that  state  which  rendered  him  unfit  to  stand 
up  in  a  court  of  justice  as  his  own  advocate,  so 
that  he  may  again  be  suffered  to  return  to  Upper 
Canada,  there  to  support,  fairly  and  manfully,  his 
character,  his  principles,  and  opinions: — ^Your 
Petitioner  comes  before  your  Honourable  House 
on  public  grounds  alone,  and  pleads  that  the  mere 
abstract  consideration  of  the'  annexed  provincial 
statute,  taking  it  as  intended  to  apply  to  unattainted 
British  subjects,  and  as  it  has  in  your  Petitioner's 
case  been  applied,  affords  sufficient  cause  for  in- 
quiry oD  the  part  of  your  Honourable  House  into 
the  state  of  Upper  Canada. 

*  The  above,  printed  in  small  type,  stood  in  the  original  ciR- 
cDia.a  as  the  continuation  and  conclusion  of  the  first  sketch 
Petition.  A  second  draught  wa*  made  out  with  additions; 
aad  whnt  was  struck  out  of  tliat  draught,  ia  printed  in  small  type, 
■o  that  tha  real  Petition  presented  by  Sir  James  Mackintosh  to 
the  House  of  Commons  l«th  July,  1890,  reads  from  beginning  to 
end  in  large  type. 

*,c  3 
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Your  HoDOOrable  House,  m  ooajunctiMi  with 
the  other  branches  of  the  legislature,  passed  an 
Act,  in  the  year  1791,  empowering  his  Majesty, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  a  legislative  council 
and  assembly,  to  make  laws  for  the  government 
of  Upper  Canada,  during  the  continuance  of  this , 
Act ;  but  your  Petitioner  has  no  belief  tliat  it 
was  the  intention  of  this  temporary, act,  to  confer 
a  power  on  the  Canadian  Parliament,  of  expatri- 
ating British  subjects,  or,'  in  any  way  to  encroach 
on  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  British 
constitution.  It  was  the  clear  intention  of  that 
act  to  convey  to  the  people  of  Upper  Canada,  as 
near  as  circumstances  would  permit,  the  constitu- 
tion of  Britain  both  in  form  and  spirit.  The  re- 
corded debates  of  Parliament,  on  passing  the 
Quebec  Bill,  bear  ample  .  testimony  of  this.; 
and  General  Simcoe,  when  he  opened  the  first 
Parliament  of  Upper  Canada,  in  his.  capacity  of 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  that  province,  esipressly 
declared,  that  *  the  eimstitution  then  granted,  was 
the  very  image  and  transcript  of  the  British  con- 
stitution^ 

(Let  it  be  auppoeed  for  a  moment  tliat  a  Bill  vna  brougtit  into 
your  Honoarable  House,  lo  enact  a  law  by  whiclt  on  mere  alle- 
gation any  subject  of  his  Majesty  might  be  depriVed  of  his  right 
of  habeiu  corjnu,  imprisoned,  and  vltimatdy  haniaked  ftom  bja 
native  conntiy,  without  a  tinge  of  crime,  wtiat  would  be  said? 
or,  were  it  really  enacted,  what  might  not  be  donel  Surely  th^ 
would  be  an  end  ^o  ^e  constitutioD,  and  the  social  compact  mjghti 
be  broken  up.  But  if  the  Im^rial  Parliament  could  ootgo  bo 
far:— if  by  such  an  attempt  the  mass  of  the  people  would  be. 
•ntitled  to  interfere,  and  reoi|pnize  the  conatitutios,  tbetecaa  be. 
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no  doubt  that  a  BuboTdinMe  legi^tnre  coutd  not  do  so;  or,  if 
doing  to,  ought  in«ti«dHt«1f  to  be  checked  by  the  saptriw 
power. 

Your  Petitionei  ii  aware  ihat  Id  Mme  parts  of  his  Mljaaty's 
domiaiona  very  arbitrary  Hieasurea  are  remrted  to  by  tba  oxecO' 
tire,  ill  thrusting  out  eren  British  aubject*  without  even  alleged  or 
convicted  crime ;  hut  these  dominions  have  no  free  and  settled 
coDBtttution,  and  they  are  held  for  Tery  different  pd^pa^e<  than 
the  Canadian  provinces.  I^ey  have  been  dedicated  to  special 
puiposes— to  the  UM  and  benefit  of  trading  companies,  and  to 
the  cBsnriag  of  monopolies  deemed  necesaary  far  tncveariBg  the 
■tore  of  national  wealth.  In  these  dominiona  the  power  per> 
mitted  and  aaed  may  be  compared  to  that  which  individuala 
possess  of  excluding  others  from  their  dwelling-housee  and  work- 
shops ;  bul  in  hia  Majesty's  Canadian  dominions,  neither  neces- 
sity nor  policy  demand  such  licence ;  nay,  it  is  the  very  reverse : 
there,  population  is  the  stable  of  the  land :  the  settlement  of 
British  sol^eets,  there,  constitutee  the  strength  and  value  of  do- 
mioion,  and  their  free  ingress  aad  egress  must  alone  insure  tp 
bis  Majesty  the  sovereignly  of  that  quarter  of  the  world.) 

At  the  present  moment,  when  emigTation  -from 
this  country  is  at  all  bands  allowed  to  be  essential 
to  relieve  distress,  how  mischievous  must  be  even 
the  report  that  a  native  bom  British  subject  may 
be  arrested,  detained  long  in  prison,  and  banished 
from  Upper  Canada  without  the  shadow  of  crime, 
the  moment  he  sets  foot  on  its  soil ;  surely  your 
Honourable  House  will  see  the  propriety  of  coun- 
teracting the  effect  of  such  report,  to  which  the 
undue  triumph  of  erring  power,  over  an  individual, 
has  given  credit  and  strength. 

(Surely,  for  the  public  good,  your  Honourable  House  may  de- 
clare by  resolution  and  address,  that  British  emigrants  are  not 
ntgect  to  the  provincial  statute  in  question  ; — that  it  can  affect 
only  altMis  and  cntlaws ;  and,  in  ita  tenor  iBgards  local,  inot  na- 
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tnral  allegiaoce.  Such  declared  coDHlniction  of  the  slaluts 
would  free  th*  provincial  legislature  from  the  reproach  of  having 
encroached  on  constitutional  priociple,  and  give  confidence  to 
people  of  this  country,  who  are  contemplating  a  removal  to  the 
province  of  Upper  Canada,  of  all  His  Majetty's  foreign  possea- 
«onB  the  most  capable  of  receiving  an  increaw  of  inhalnUutg  with 
comfort  to  the  individuals,  and  advantage  to  the  nation.  Your 
Petitioner  further  pleads  that  there  is  urgent  cause  for  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  Upper  Canada,  on  other  grounds  than  those  above  set 
forth.) 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  this  ses- 
sion told  your  Honourable  House,  that,  "  the 
North  American  Provinces  of  Great  Britain  had 
been  so  overloaded  with  emigrants,  that  the  go- 
Ternment  of  Canada  had  made  the  strongest  re- 
monstrances to  this  government  on  the  subject." 
Your  Petitioner,  residing  and  tmvelling  in  Upper 
Canada  for  two  years,  had  sufficient  opportunities 
of  observing  how  the  country  came  to  be  over- 
loaded with  emigrants,  and  how  many  of  the 
emigriints  suffered  misery.  It  arose  from  misma- 
nagemeijt,  Want  of  contrivance,  and,  perhaps,  want 
of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  the 
direction  of  affairs.  Your  Petitioner  states  this 
freely  and  firmly,  as  he  feels  it  his  duty  to  do; 
and  he  is  willing,  at  the  bar  of  your  Honourable 
House,  or  elsewhere,  to  set  forth  practicable  plans, 
by  which  ten  times  the  number  of  people  who 
have  ever,  in  one  year,  emigrated  to  Canada,  may 
be  annually  transported  thither,  and  comfortably 
settled. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  entreats  that 
the  state  of  Upper  Canada,  as  it  concerns  emigra* 
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tion,  may  be  taken  into  the  serious  consideration 
of  your  Honourable  House. 

And,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray, 

ROBERT  GOURLAY. 


NOTE. — The  following  ertracto  from  Sir  Michael  Forater't 
Cnnm  Law,  axe  to  the  point,  whila  iovestigating  the  legal  sod 
oonstitutioaal  construction  of  the  above  provincial  statute.  Tbey 
will  shew  that  the  act  refers  to  local  not  naiural  allegiance,  and 
therefore  cannot  affect  a  natural  bom  subject  Page  60,  3d  edi- 
tion— "  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  private  subject  to  shake  off 
hia  all^iance  and  to  transfer  it  to  a  foreign  Prince,  Nor  is  it  in 
the  power  of  any  foreign  Priace,  by  naturalizing  or  employing  s 
sabject  of  Greai  Britain,  to  dissolve  the  bond  of  allegiance  be- 
tween that  subject  and  the  crown." 

Page  183.  "  With  r^ard  to  natural-boro  subjects  there  can 
be  no  doubt.  They  owe  allegiaoce  to  the  Crown  at  all  times  and 
in  all  places.  This  is  what  we  call  naturul  allegiance  in  contra- 
distinction to  that  which  ia  local.  I^e  duty  of  allegiance,  whe- 
Aer  natural  or  local,  is  founded  in  the  relation  the  p«^on  standeth 
in  to  the  Crown,  and  in  the  privileges  he  deriveth  from  that  reU* 
tioD.  Local  allegiance  ia  founded  in  the  protection  a  foreigner 
rajoyeth  for  his  person,  his  family,  or  effects,  during  bis  residence 
here ;  and  it  ceaseth  whenever  he  withdraweth  with  his  family 
and  effects.  Natural  allegiance  is  founded  in  the  relation  every 
man  standeth  in  to  the  Crown,  considered  as  the  head  of  that 
society  whereof  he  is  bom  a  member ;  and  on  the  peculiar  prin- 
leges  he  deriveth  from  that  relation,  which  are,  with  great  pro- 
priety, called  his  birthrighi.  This  birthright  nothing  but  bis  own 
demerit  can  deprive  him  of:  it  is  indefeasible  and  perpetual ;  kdA, 
consequeotly,  the  duty  of  allegiance,  which  ariseth  out  of  it,  and 
b  inseparably  conuected  with  it,  is,  in  consideration  of  laWj 
likewise  nnalienable  and  perpetual." 
Page  188.     "  Protection  iBnd  allegiance  are  reciprocal  ob]ig&< 
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To  the  HontmraMe  William  Dummer  Powell,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  of  Upper 
Canada^  and  the  rest  of  the  Justices  of  the  said 
Court,  or  any  one  of  them. 


THE  PETITION  OF  ROBERT  GOUBLAY,  Esq. 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioner  is  now  a  prisoner  in  the 
Jail  of  Niagara  District,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  of 
Commitment,  whereof  a  copy  is  annexed. 

That  your  Petitioner,  humbly  apprehending  be 
is  not  a  person  of  that  description  against  whom 
Buch  warrant  can  legally  be  issued,  as  he  believes 
will  fully  appear  from  the  affidavits  annexed,  and, 
inasmuch  as  he  has  not  heretofore  been  called  upon, 
or  had  an  opportunity  of  shewing  the  fact,  prays 
for  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  and,  as  bound  rn  duty, 
wili  pray. 

Dated  at  the  Jail  of  Kiagara,  the  I3th  day  of 
January,  1819. 

(Signed)        RoBESi  Gourlat. 


Witness,  Wm.  ICerr, 

John  Moffat 


I 


t,Googlc 


OENBRAI.'  IHrTRODOCTtOlV.  Sli 

AFFIDAVITS. 

D%atrictof\  Pbtbr  Hamilton, of tbetownship 
iViaj^ra,>of  Niagara,  in  the  province  of  tfpfier 
viz.  }  Canada,  maketb  Oath  and  saitb,  that 
he  hath  seen  R.obert  Gourlay,  Esq.  latdy  in 
the  Jait  of  this  district,  and  that  be  knew  the  fame 
person  itnd  his  connexions  and  fnends  heretofore 
ia  Britain  ;  and  that  he  win  there  reelected,  es- 
teemed, and  taken  to  be  a  British  subject ;  and 
that  he  is  so  this  Deponent  verily  believes  is  no- 
toriously true  in  this  district. 

(Signed)        P.  H.  Hauilton. 
Sworn  before  me,  the  9th^ 

day  of  Jan.  1819. 
Alex.  Hamilton,. 


he  9th^ 
19.  \ 
,J.P.> 


Nioffara^  RoBERt  GourlAy  ttiaketh  Oath  and 
.Disft^A  saith,  that  he  is,  by  birtli,  a  Britreh  sufei 
*fts.  )ject,  that  he  halli  taken  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance  to  our  Lord  the  present  King  of  Great' 
Britain,  and  that  he -has  been  an  inhabitant  of  the 
province  of  Uf^er  Canada  now  more  thMi  a  year 
preceding  the  date  of  the  warrant  first  issued 
against  him  by  the  Hon.  William  Dickson  and 
William  Claus,  Esq.  and  referred  1o  in  that, 
whereof  a  copy  is  amexied. 

(Signed)        AoB&mi;  GovatAiv; 
Sworn  before  me,  this  19th) 

day  of  Jan.  1819. 
(Signed)  Wm.J.Kere.J.P.^ 
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District  qf^  Robert  Hamilton,  of Queenston 
Niagara,  V  in  said  district,  Esq.  oiaketh  Oath 
viz.  y  and  salth,  that  Robert  Gourlay,  Esq. 
who  is  now  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  dis- 
trict, has  been  domiciliated  at  Queenston,  in 
the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  more  than  nine 
months  next  preceding  the  date  of  this  deposition  ; 
and  this  Deponent  further  maketh  Oath  and  saith« 
that  he  hath  always  understood  and  verily  believes 
the  said  Robert  Gourlay  to  be  a  natural  born  sub- 
ject of  Great  Britain. 

(Signed)      RoBEKT  Hamilton. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  ISth  day^ 

of  Jan.  1819. 
(Signed)  James  Kerbv,  J.F.> 


WRIT  OF  HABEAS  CORPUS. 

! George  the  Third,  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  &c. 
To  the  keeper  of  our  Jail  of  Niagara  greeting.— 
We  command  you.  that  you  have  the  body-  of 
Robert  Gourlay,  Esq.  detained  in  prison  under  your 
custody  as  it  is  said  under  cafe  and  secure  conduct, 
together  with  the  day  and  cause  of  his  being  taken 
and  detained  by  whatsoever  name  he  may  be  called 
in  the  same,  before  the  Hon.  Wm.  Dummer 
Powell,  our  Chief  Justice  of  our  Province  afiOTesaid, 
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at  his  Chambers,  in  York,  in  the  Home  District 
of  our  said  Province  immediately  after  the  receipt 
of  this  Writ,  to  do,  submit,  and  receive  all  and 
singular  those  things  which  our  Chief  Justice  shall 
then  and  there  consider  of  him  in  this  behalf,  and 
have  then  there  this  Writ. — Witness,  the  Hon. 
DuuMER  Powell,  our  Chief  Justice  aforesaid, 
at  York,  the  twentieth  day  of  January,  in  the  fitty- 
ninth  year  of  our  reign. 

Per  stattttum  tricestmo  prima  Caroli  Secundi  regis. 
(Signed)     Wm.  Dummer  Powell,  C.J. 

REMAND. 
(Indorsed  on  the  hack  of  the  abwe  Writ.) 
'  The  within-naraed  Robert  Gourlay  being  brought 
before  me,  at  my  chambers,  at  York,  required  to 
be  admitted  to  bail*,  as  not  being  a  person  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  his  Majesty,  chap. 
I.;  and  the  warrant  of  commitment  appearing  to 
be  regular,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
which  does  not  authorize  bail  or  mainprize,  the 
said  Robert  Gourlay  is  hereby  remanded  to  the 
custody  of  the  sberitT  of  the  district  of  Niagara, 
and  the  keeper  of  the  Jait  therein,  conformable  to 
the  said  warrant  of  commitment. 

(Signed)    Wm.  Dummer  Powell,  C.J. 

York,  8tk  Fehvary,  1819. 

*  This  is  not  correct.  The  process  was  maaaged  by  an  at- 
torney, and  vna,  Terbntiin,  as  above.  I  made  no  request  to  bt 
admitted  to  bail.' 
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SKETCH  OF  A  PETITION. 


To  His  Most  Excellent  Majesty  GEORGE  the 
Fourth,  Sovereign  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc.  in 
Council. 

THE  PETITION  OF  ROBERT  GOURLAY,  Ew. 
Humbly  Shewexh, 

That  your  Petitioner  is  a  native-born  British 
subject;  and  did,  more  than  twenty  years  ago, 
receive  from  his  late  Majesty  a  commission  to 
act  as  captain  of  volunteers,  the  confidence  in- 
dicated by  which  he  never  betrayed;  neither  has 
he  ever  been  tainted  by  conviction  of  crime. 

That,  nevertheless,  your  Petitioner  being  in 
Upper  Canada,  in  the  motfth  of  December,  1818, 
Was  served  with  an  Order  to  depart  that  Province, 
upon  refusing  to  obey  which,  he  was  committed 
to' jail  by  a  second  Order,  issued  by  the  same  per- 
sons, under  colour  of  a  statute  of  the  Provincial 
Parliament  Ca  copy  of  which,  with  the  Order, 
being  hereunto  annexed). 

That  your  Petitioner  applied  to  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  Upper  Canada,  by  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
for  enlargement,  but  was  remanded  to  jail,  and 
detained  there  for  nearly  eight  months  ("the  Proeest 
being  hereunto  annexed) :  That,  at  the  end  of  this 
period,  he  was  so  weakened  by  confinement,  and 
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so  exasperated  by  atwA  tveatment,  being,  for  sonifl 
time  denied  free  convocation  not  only  widi  friends, 
but  magistrates  of  his  acquaintance,  and  attorneys 
employed  to  ttaneact  his  law  husinesi,  that  he 
suffered  a  trial  to  be  hrought  on  merely  aa  to  ths 
&ct  of  his  having  refused  to  Jeave  tbe  Provinev, 
which  faot  being  established,  he  was  bsDiahed  by 
tjie  same  judge  who  had  detained  him  in  fmison, 
8Q.d  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  United 
SliUcB  <of  AmerioB,  tweDty<four  hours  after  th« 
sentence  was.  pronounced. 

That  your  Petitionet  faea  now  come  home  &r  the 
expreta  purpciBe  of  submitting  bis  caae  to  your 
Mttfeity  and  the  Imperial  Parliament,  trusting  that 
due  inquiry  will  be  instituted,  and  tb«t  the  con^ 
atitutioaal  tights  of  a  British  subject  will  be  main- 
tained. 

Your  PMitiooer  believes,  that,  upon  inquiry, 
your  Majesty  will  find  that  the  Provincial.  Statute, 
Uitidw  eolour.of  which  your  Petitioner  was  im- 
prisoned and  banished,  never  was  meant  to  apply- 
to  ufttainted.  Btitiah  subjects;  but,  in  faot,  was 
fwaed  with.a  view,  to  exclude  from  Upper. Ca- 
nada, cortflin  outlawed  and  -cxpatriatod  pess^n, 
wbO'fled,  or  were  allowed  to. depart  ^iofB  Irelandj 
aftex  ^rebellions  of  1799  and  h603. 

Voui  ;Petitk>ner  is  assured,  that,  on  the  first 
hlttfi^  lycwr  Majesty  must  be  impresaed  with  Uoiw 
xqr^at.the  id«a  that  an  uatat^ed  Bntish  subjectv' 
confiding,  in  iunoceoce,  -  and  proud,  of  his  constitiir. 
tiomd. privileges,  should  beiitnmured  in  jail^upoib 
th« '19^164  oath  of  an  individual,  and  at  last. be 
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thrust  out  of  your  Majestyi's  dotnini<MiS'intoA  fb- 
reign  land,  wiilioutevea  the  shadow  ot'critne  being 
proved  against  him.  , 

But  your  Petitioner  is  still  more  assured  that, 
setting  aside  all  r^ard  to  natural  justice — -all  re- 
gard to  expediency,  or  any  construction  which- 
'  can  be.  put  on  the  Frovincial  Statute,  -that,  that 
Statute  cannot,  possibly  be  applied  to  an:  untainted 
British  subject,  without  encroaching  on  those 
sacred  principles  established  at  the  revolution, 
which  placed  your  Majesty's  family  on  the  Bri- 
tish throne,  without  weakening  the. sacred  bond 
of  natural  ftHegiance,  and  exposing  to  ridicule  the 
rallying  words  of  American  loyalists — ^'  The  Unity 
of  the  JEmpire." 

Your  Petitioner  cannot  avoid  taking  opportu- 
nity, on  this  occasion,  to  protest  against  attempts 
which  have  b^n  made  to  make  your  Majesty  be- 
lieve that  a  disloyal  and  seditious  spirit  prevails 
timong  the  people  of  Upper  Canada.  ■  Your  Peti-* 
tioaer,  during  .a  residence  of  -  nearly  two  years  in. 
that  Province,  had  better  opportunities  of  ascer- 
taining facts  upon  this  subject,  than  any  other  . 
person,  and  most  solemnly  declares  that  he  never 
could  perceive  the  slightest  symptom  o(  such  a 
spirit.  With  r^;ard  to  your  Petitioner,  individu* 
ally,  who  has  been  branded  by  a  party  in  power 
with,  the  epithet  of  "  factious,"  he  can  declare, 
before  God,  and  he  does  so  declare,  that  his  whole 
conduct  in  Upper  Canada  was  guided  by  senti- 
ments and  impulses  of  a  nature  the  very  reverse 
from  sedition.      He  beheld,    in  that   Proviace, 
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public  mismanagement  stalkingobroad, — rendering 
abortive  the  most  abundant  ofieringB  of  nature, 
and  trampliag  down  the  best  blessings  of  a  liberal 
4iid  free  constitution.  He  found  weakness  going 
out  in  aid  of  mismant^^ement,  and  giving  birth  to 
events  which,  accumulating,  cannot  foil  to  en- 
danger the  dominion  of  your  Majesty  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  world.  He  deplored  this  tendency.  He 
saw  simple  means  by  which  Britain  and  Canada 
could  be  indissolubly  bound  together  fcH-  mutual 
benefit.  He  was  zealous, — be  was  enthusiastic  in 
the  cause ;  and«  though  now  suffering  most  bifc* 
terly  from  the  effects  of  injustice  and  persecution, 
would  exert  bis  last  breath  in  calling  attention  to 
this  subject. 

He,  DOW.  therefwe,  most  earnestly  solicits  that 
your  Majesty  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  order 
the  law  officers  of  the  crown  to  consult,  and  report 
as  to  the  liability  of  British  subjects  to  be  impri- 
soned in  and  banished  from  Upper  Canada,  as  your 
Petitioner  has  been;  and  that  your  M^esty,  in 
council,  will  take  tnto  consrderation  the  whole 
state  of  that  province.  i 

And  your  Petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound, 
shall  ever  pray. 


I  do  not  know  that  my  book  could  be  introduced 
better  than  by  the  above  circular.  It  comes 
hriskly  upon  the  ground ;  and,  here,  we  fipd  one 
member  of  parliament  prockiming  "  the  distreag 
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offAe  wuntry,"  and  suggcstii^  u  a  renieclyi  "am 
.em^fratUm  to  our  ^coilottwr  in  North  ^ntgriwi" 
while  another  stabea  ^aw  "evireme^  attjnoiu,fA« 
people  were  to  emiffrats;!'  but  that  "  th^  mere 
detHtute  of  mewu"  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exr 
diequer  declares,  that  "  hie  maj^aty's  minitterf 
were  diepoted  to  adopt  every  m£«mre  which  coaH 
really  eotOnOnde  to  tiie  reii^qf  th^  dvftreasea  of  U^ 
ihhcairfng  dastea;"  hut  9tate«,  that  "  £A«  N^rtk 
AtMricmm  coloniet  had  been  to  overloefd^  wit^  efiUr 
yranta,  that  the  ffovemme»t  of  Canada  had  mfidfi 
the  stroMffeat  remonstran£€$  on  the  su^ect.  He  m^ 
.not  prepared  to  stAmii  a  plan,  but  $aid  it  tvtufd  be 
wise  to  toaitjbr  some  account  of  thepr<fgvess  of  the 
colony  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope."  I  thenst^ 
in,  and  asaert,  that,  '^  by  prop&r  mt^utyement,  even 
peopie  deetitute  of  means  could  be  cofnfort^ly  settled 
m  Upper  Canada;"  and,  by  a  fprmal  and  sn^emn 
^leclaration,  in  a  petition  pn^sented  rp.the  Hoit^e  of 
Commons,  undertake  to  '*  set  fort^  practioablf 
plains,  by  rvhieft  ^n  times  the  number,^  pfi^pie  whp 
haae  ever,  in  one  year,  emigtateji Jo  Canada,  may 
be  annually  transporUd  thither^  «3sd  ciffnfortably 
settled." 

This  is  my  position,  and  it  is  this  which  the 
present  work  contemplates  to  maintain. 

More  than  three  years  of  my  life  have  been 
devoted  to  this  subject.  My  fortune,  my  character, 
fny  health,  have  suffered  in  Ihe  cause ;  asd  aU  that- 
I  DOW  want  is  a  patient  hearing  from  ithe  British 
public.  My  bo^  is  not  one  of  amusement,  Bue 
nnessis  ite  aim;  and -th|t business  suisly  of  tbo^ 
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most  pressing  import.  All  parties  allow  that  emi- 
gration, is  one  way  by  which  distress  may  be  miti- 
gated ;  but  a  specific  plao  is  wanted  for  rendering 
it  practicable  on  a  great  scale,  which  will  not  put 
the  country  to  expence.  My  plan  affects  to  ac- 
cofflpti^  this  even  with  a  yrofii  to  the  country. 

As  the  CIRCULAR  was  not  intended  for  its  pre- 
sent use, — asat  narrates  some  of  my  proceedings, 
and  so  for  discloses  my  situation,  but.  does  not 
complete  wttat  is  now  necessary,— as  the  lapse  of 
time  has  given,  rise  to  remarks .  and  reflect  ions,— ras 
various  occurrences  have  happened,  but,  above  qjl, 
that  extraordinary  one  which  has  arrested  the  at- 
tention of  the  whole. world,  and  deafened  the  ear 
of  this  country  to.every  other  subject,— I  truat  the 
reader  will  he  indulgent  while  I  bring  up  my  nar- 
rative, illustrate  and  explain  what  may  be  doubt* 
ful,or  isimpecfect,  and  add  what  may  be  necessary 
to  a  full  and  clear  understanding  of  the  nature  and 
t^ject  of  this  work. 

I  leilt  £diaburgh  the  Sd  Juae,  trustii:^.  that'  my 
petitions  to  Parliament  and  to  the  King  ii;i  cQun- 
dl,  being  presented,  and  this,  volume  published,  I 
might  return  to  Scotland  in  a.hionth  at  ^rthest.^ 
On  the  6tb,  heiagput  down,  at  niy  accustomed 
lodging-house,  in  Bouverie-street,  the  first  words, of 
my  landlord  were  "  the  Queen,  sir,  has  landed  at 
Dover,  and  is  expected  in  town  this  evening." 
A  few  days  were  wasted  in  anxious  expectation 
that  .the  royal  quarrel  W9uld  be  pruden  daily  settled ; 
but  everyday  lessefljog.ithe  hope  of  this,  [  resolved 
■to  r^ecoaomize,  t>y  takii^  a  private  rooin  in  th? 
d 
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-suburbs,  and  sit  down  with  patienoe,  till  Ae  iwoe 
of  the  mighty  contest.  Four  nroaths  having  gone 
by,  I  still  sit  io  patience ;  for  itliy  should  any  one 
ft«trwhen  the  whole,  aation  is  subjected  to  the  same 
calamity  ?  Calamity  !  No :  let  us  think  better  of  the 
ways  of  Provideace,  under  whicii,  if  we  resotu^y 
«trive  to  do  oyr  parts  welt,  good  wilt  invariftbly 
follow.  My  persecutions — my  trials — my  most 
grievous  &te,  iievM'  would  have  called  attenCion  to 
the  cruel,  the  filthy,  the  unrelenting  conduct  of 
wicked  ministiy, — to  the  horrid  system  of  combi- 
nation, falsehood,  treachery,  which  old  established 
power  has  ^nerated,— to  the  sickeoiug,  heart-rend- 
iog,  humttiating' degradation  of  humanity,  had  ncA 
common  sense,  prudence,  decency,  feeling,  justice, 
honour,  religion,  been  all  sacnficed  for  vengeance 
Against  the  queen  of  England !  Oh  my  country  t 
Oh  my  countrymen !  how  blessed  will  be  the 
event,  if  cautious,  peaceful,  nnnly  conduct  ti^es 
advantage  of  present'experience — of  presoit  unioa 
—of  present  superiority  over  power,  and  inftuence 
more  potnit  than  power  !~if  the  respectable 
people  of  this  country  hold  together,  and  with  one 
voice  call  for  inquiry,  not  merely  into  the  mis- 
maoagemeat  of  a  province,  but  into  that  of  the 
empire*. 


f  Theae  two  pages  have,  by  accident,  stood  a  rooDth  in. type, 
and  were  written  immediately  after  the  witnesses,  who  had  sworn 
to  the  most  Slthy  slanders  against  the  Qaeen,  were  proved  wholly 
nnwoi^y  of  crediti-^wbui  one  impertant  witneaa  for  ber  ezeul- 
pation  was  kt  ^p  from  Cotton-Ghrdea,  and  otben^  MiU  won  w 
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During  t^e  last  wedc  of  June,  a  copy  df 
Ibe  ctACULAK  was  teat  to  every  tueniber  of  t>he 
House  of  Commons,  to  a  few  newspaper  editors, 
and  some  frleflda.  Not  a  single  soul  took  notice 
of  it;  not  even  Sir  Jaines  Mackintosh,  to  whom  I 
had  written  a. note,  requesting  to  know  if  be  would 
|iresent  my  petition  to  tiie  house.  On  writing  to 
Sir  James  a  second  time,  whose  good  offices  I  was 
HQXtouBto  secure,  from  having  long  considered  him 
our gioatest constitutional  lawyer,  and,  from  his  being 


nntial,  were  prevented,  by  tbe  influences  of  a  foreign  court,  from 
mkii^  their  appearance.  He  who  tould  be  unmoTed  by  such 
foul  pUy,  or  ha  who  could  vote  againat  tfae  Queen,  &ub  clearly 
tbe  violiai  of  audaaouBeon^racy,  is  surely  not  to  be  envied;  and 
that  /there  weie^wanh  of  a  husdrad  BncM*  peera  who  ^d  w, 
i*  a  fact  whu^  viU  e^ai  on  the  page  of  htitery,  a  Btriking  proof 
of  hitmao  waatneaa,  asd  of  the  power  of  an  overgrown  ciown  !□• 
floence.  Whete  aball  wefisd  better  man  thau  Lords  Liverpoot 
wdEldofit  Probably  BO  where.  It  is  not  the  nt^,  b«ttbeays> 
tem— the  blindiitg,  lafataatiDg  ayslem,  which  we  should  lhin4c  <X, 
and  strire  to  antead.  But  wliat  are  our  politicians  and  reformen 
guag  about  ?— their  long  aoovitoiBed  drivelling  fiir  a  cAongeof 
ministers,  and  getting  uppatitioni  for  parliament  to  r^foTni  it»e(f  I !  f 
all,  too,  without  order,  without  sietbod,  without  understaadingl 
I  .hope  the  reader  will  exouae  these  faunrts  of  fueling.  It  ii 
■ugtrly.aixjnoDths  Moeo  I  left  Scotland,  ior  a  aerioas  hesMRg  en 
«aeijoas  businaw;  but  this  day  parliaBant  is  prorogried  far  twe 
wontha;  and  ministers  seem  delerininud  to  peneveve  in-^  p«ri> 
secutioA  of  a  poor,  waomit,  to  whom  notinng  but  perseoMloo 
vOfild  have  gained  noliae,  aod  whoee  kilties,  though  they  had 
bwia  as  flagwot  .as  her  enemies  wanld  have  them,  Devcr  oouU 
b»ve  a^eted  a  jingle  oat'  of  us.  Widi  jtppMluMty,  I  could  not 
»ai»t  the4asiilB  ;ta  owke  a  registtf  of  pantng  rsfleetiona  «a  the 
boding  evei»toi«f lbs. dJir-^itheAw&l. signs  of  ^times. 
d2 
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well  versed  in  colonial  aflFairs,  peculiarly  qualified 
for  the  business  in  question.  He  iiiformed  me 
that  my  first  letter  had  not  reached  him*,  and 
readily  c(»nplied  with  my  desire.  On  a  personal 
interview,  I  told  Sir  James  that  it  was  only  for 
form's  sake  that  I  then  wished  the  petition  pre. 
sented  ;  and,  that  this  done,  the  business  might  be 
seriously  taken  up  at «  future  day.  I  further  men- 
tioned that  the  inquiry  sought  for  into  the  state  of 
Upper  Canada  did  not  so  much  regard  any  change 
in  the  provincial  constitution  of  government,  as 
into  the  state  of  property,  and  system  of  managing 
it.     The  petftion  was  presented  to  the  Commons 

*  Not  kaowiDg  Ihat  letters  to  members  of  parliament  were 
equally  ffee  of  pOBtage  at  5  miles  distance  as  £00,  I  put  mine 
into  the  Qeneral  Post-office.  About  50  of  them  ^ere  returned^ 
marked . "  refased  to  pay  Ike  ■pontage,"  These  I  immediatelf  re- 
dispatchecl  under  cover,  paid,  through  the  Twopenny  Post-office, 
'*'  with  an  apology  for  my  error.  Fifteen  were  relumed  with  a  me- 
morandom  that  the  membecs  could  not  be  found.  These  I  put 
under  a  freefa  cover,  and  carried  to  the  office  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons appointed  to  receive  the  letters  of  member?.  The  keeper 
made  a  charge  of  159. ;  but  on  my  refusal  to  pay,  said  he  would 
take  139.:  this,  of  course,  I  also  refused,  and  then  dispatched 
them,  jiaul,  as  the  before- mentioned  parcel  through  the  Twopenny 
Post-office,  directed  to  the  House  of  Commons.  I  presume  this 
ctiscloses  a  practice  which  should  not  be,  and  may  lead  us  to 
guess  how  it  happened  that  Sir  James  Mackintosh  did  not  receive 
my  first  letter.  If  office-keepers  can  make  a  shilling  by  ensuring 
the  delivery  .of  a  letter,  no  doubt  they  have  ati  interest  in  inter- 
cepting sucb  as  corns  into  their  hands  without  a  bribe.  Perh«p« 
even  the  letters  which  I  post-paid,  and  directed,  for  Members,  to 
the  House  6f  Commons,  may  havebeen  intercepted,  for  the  pur-'- 
pose  of  confirming  the  importance  of  underhand  ageDcy. 
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on  the  nth  July.  As  I  observed,  in  the  news- 
paper reports  of  its  presentation,  expressionsj 
which,  coming  from  such  high  authority  as  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  might  not  only  give  a  wrong 
impression  to  the  public,  but  injure  both  my  cause 
in  anothep  quarter,  and  that  of  the  put^iic  in  this 
question,  I  resolved  to  write  to  Sir  James,  and 
know  the  truth,  which  happily  proved  very  dififcr- 
eot  from*  the  newspaper  reports.  That  of  St. 
James's  Chronicle,  I2tb  July,  appearing  as  correct 
as  any  other,  I  chose  it  to  lay  before  Sir  James. 
It  run  as  follows: 

"  Sir  James  Macintosh  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  the 
petition  of  R.  Goarlay,  a  Scotch  geutleman,  who  liad  gone 
to  Canada  with  a  view  of  establishing  fatmself  there.  The 
substance  of  the  petition  was  twofold  :  it  contained  a  com-, 
plaint  which  was  personal,  and  it  described  a  public  griev- 
ance. It  appeared  that  there  was  a  provincial  statute  in 
Upper  Canada,  which  went  somewhat  further  than  the 
Alien  Bjll,  now  in  its  progress  through  that  House,  and 
upon  the  merits  of  which  he  certainly  did  not  then  mean  to 
enter.  By  this  statute,  every  person,  not  already  settled, 
whether  natural  bom  or  foreigner,  was  liable  to  be  sent 
out  of  the  province,  and  was  subject  to  penalties.  TTie 
petitioner  stated,  that  from  some  injurious  and  calumnious 
misrepresentations  of  his  character,  he  had  been  brought 
before  the  high  court,  and  had  sustained  very  serious 
oppression.  He  (Sir  J.  Macintosh)  did  not  think  the 
Hoose  competent,  under  such  circumstances,  to  interfere 
on  the  petitiooer's  behalf^  and  the  only  question  was,  whe- 
ther the  law  itself  did  not  deserve  the  attentiou  of  parlia- 
ment. The  petition  likewise  stated  that  there  were 
various  laws  in  the  colony,  especially  with  regard  to 
landed  property,  which  operated  very  disadvwitiigeoasly, 
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and  reed^sd  tbe  odoay  very  unfit  to  be  wIuM  iO  Wl  con*- 
Bidered  it  aagbi  to  be — an  asylum  for  emignuits  from  tbe  ' 
notber  country.  He  would  not  pledge  himself  to  the*  task,. 
bnt  he  thought  it  highly  probable  that  he  should  call  th* 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  subject  in  next  session  of 
parlifunent. 

Thd  petHion  was  thetf  brought  up,  teiA,  and  ordered  to 
lie  ontiie  table. 

dir  J.  Macintosh  then  rose  t*<  move,  ^aC  the  petitioiv 
of  .Sir  Henry  Dorrmgion,  preaeBted  by  aa  fitmonrable 
fiiend  of  iiis  on  the  LOth  May  la^  be  printed." 

Sir,  Utk  Atiyiut  1820. 

Ever  since  the  report  of  your  presenting  my 
petithm  t»  parliament  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  1  have 
hlieniJed  to  write  to  you;  but  have  waited  till  this  moment, 
i^en  I  hope  your  leisure  can  best  spare  attention  to  the 
subject. 

I  have  enclosed  a  newspaper  report,  which  I  conceive 
to  be  correct.  Some  newspapers  reported  Uiat  my  petition 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  but  this,  I  presume,  was  a 
mistake,  from  confounding  my  petition  with  Uiat  of  Sir 
Henry  Dorringtoo,  spoken  of  immediately  after. 

What  I  am  anxious  to  be  informed  of  is,  whether  the 
words,  "  By  this  statute  every  person  not  already  settled, 
triiether  natural  born  subject  or  foreigner,  was  liable  to  be 
sent  out  of  the  province,"  expressed  your  serious  opinion 
fliat  the  provincial  statute  was  competent  so  to  act  against 
fl  native  born  British  subject,  or  only  that  the  decision 
against  me  had  given  it  that  aspect. 

Should  yoa  favour  me  with  a  reply,  faave  Hie  goodness  to 
return'  the  slip  of  newspaper. 

With  much  respect.  Sir,- 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.GOURLAT. 

S^  ACMV  JTadHttf oiJi. 
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Mardocks,  near  Ware,  Herti, 
V8A  Aug,  1820. 
Sir  i;  MaskiBtosb's  ooaipIhiMnts  to  Mf .  Oonrlaj ;  baa 
received  Mr.  Gonrla/a  letter  of  the  lAb,  el  tkii  place, 
<Ub  luoritia^. 

Sir  J.  did  procure  tbe  petjtion  to  be  printed.  He  gave^ 
BO  opiDion  about  the  construction  of  the  Caqaifiiui  statote; 
but  merely  stated  the  case  as  it  stood  on  the  allegation  of 
ttie  government  of  Upper  Canada. 

This  is  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  should  do  away 
the  impresaioD  which  naay  have  beeo  made  by  tb«t 
newspaper  reports.  As  stated  above,  the  peliti^ 
was  presented  ooly  for  form's  sake ;  aod,  as  I  trvst, 
the  subject  will,  at  a  proper  season,  be  serioitsly 
agitutcd,  it  is  gratifying  ta  know  that  the  step  of 
printing  the  petitkui  was  taken,  apd  t^t,  as  yet, 
the  question  leats  wholly  clear  of  pcej^d^e. 

Besidies  this  pqtition  to  the  Coaunons,  wMclft 
was  neatly  eagcossed  on  a  sheet  <^  v^lu^  l}y  ^ 
law-stationer,  and  to  which  a  copy  of  the  CasfHJtiatt 
Sedition  Act  wsu.  9ttaf:hed  by  9  binding  of  silk, 
bandsomely  pointed  00  a  siqailftr  sheet ;  another* 
only  differing  io  its  address,  was  prepared  for  lJEt« 
House  of  Lords;,  spd  \  correepiwd^4  with  Lont 
Holland,  as  the  peer  most  likely,  in  my  opiniicw^ 
to  do  it  juistice  0^  presentatio^i. 

Lord  HoUapd  obligingly  offered  to  present  itm 
petition  ;  but  ipfpnued  me  that  it  vm\  \m  p«sted» 
and  not  ititi^d  togetfier,  tQ  W  received .  by  ibo 
House  qf  L^rds ;  apd  expressed  bis  dpubtt  ntwttitc 
printed  papecs  ^pnexed  »«  admitted. 

The  li^las  thwi  «c<ia8w«w4>  Mi«  futatwooed  ad. 
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JQuranient  of  the  House,  and  some  hints  from  his 
lordship,  made  me  defer  ray  purpose,  which,  how- 
ever, when  the  Queea's  business  ia  settled,  shall 
be  followed  out.' 

Lord  Holland  has  informed  me  that  "  aniy  inter- 
ference, real  or  supposed,  with  thfe  rights  of  a 
British  subject,  by  the  laws  of  Upper  Canada,  is 
certainly  a  fair  subject  of  petition  to  parliament ; 
as  is  also  any  act  you  can  conceive  to  be  oppressive 
and  unjust,  and  against  which  you  have  no  other 
means  of  tedress.  But  the  House  will  not  enter- 
tain any  complaint  from  an  individual,  for  which, 
in  the  common  course  of  law, '  he  may  seek  re- 
dress.'* 

The  reader  will  observe,  that,  in  my  petition, 
though  I  describe  my  treatment,  &c.  I  waive  all 
consideration  on  my  own  account ;  and  merely 
pray  "  that  the  state  of  Upper  Canada,  as  it  con- 
cerns emigration,  ttiay  he  taken  into  serious  con- 
sideration." 

-  With  reg&Yd  to  my  personal  grievance,  I  have 
employed  a  respectable  solicitor  to  lay  a  memorial 
before  the  King  in  council,  and  shall  follow  orit 
*'  the  common  course  of  law"  before  I  trouble  par- 
liament on  that  head.  My  solicitor  gives  me  hope 
that  I  may  obtain  a  new  trial,  or  otherwisebe 
relieved;  but  still  there  is  doubt,  and  should  I, 
after  seeking  rtdress,  in'  the  comtnoil  course  of  law, 
not  Jinditi  I  hope  my  case  will  be  "  a  fair  subject 
.  of  petition  to  parliament,''  and  that  Lord  Holland 
will  support  me  in  the.  House  of  Lords. 

On  coming  up  to  town,  I  Consulted  a  ifriendi  of 
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high  respectability  at  the  bar,  as  to  my  proceeding;. 
He  said  I  would  have  no  chance  of  being  heard, 
unless  a  member  of  parliament  could  be  found  to 
take  a  personal  intere&t  in  the  cause;  but  I  hope 
that  both  Lord  Holland  and  Sir  James  Mackintosb 
mayi  after  the  present  dread  question  about  the 
Queen  is  over,  be  disposed  seriously  to  enter  oq 
the  subject  upon  pure  abstract  principles  of  duty,  ' 
whetHerit  is  for  me  as  an  individual,  or  the  public. 
Id  conversation,  I  quoted  the  trite  ma:iim,  that, 
constitutionally,  ^^  every  wrong  had  its  remedy;" 
hut,  said  my  learned  friend,  "  if  there  is  no  remedy, 
there  is  no  wrong"  Now,  holding,  as  I  do,  a  just  . 
respect  for'  my  friend's  judgment,  I  must  boldly 
set  my  face  against  such  dogina,-  and  shall  think 
my  case  pe,culiarly  well  calculated,  should  matters 
come  to  an  'extreme,  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a 
stout  argument  between  the  imperfection  of  law 
process,  and  the  invincible  fortress  of  abstract  truth 
and  justice.  The  nation  does  not  contain  other 
two  men  equally  pledged  to  st&od  by  this  fortress 
as  Lord  Holland  and  Sir  James  Mackintosh — the 
successor  of  Fox,  and  the  author  of  Vindicits 
Gallicte. 

It  has  been  too  miich  our  misfortune  in  times 
past,  that  Parliament  has  shrunk  from  abstract  and 
constitotipnal  questions  ;t)ut  itistobe  hoped  that 
times  approEtch  when  the -roost  rugged  and  deep 
may  be  invesligated  ;  ilor  cao'there  be  presented  one 
more  inviting,  more  serious,  and  at  the  same  time, 
more 'simple,  Ijiaa  that  whith  springs  from  the 
api^ication  of  ■■  the  Canadian   Sedi^tion  Act   to  a 
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Br'itmh  anbject.  In  ^necutatton  it  is  iotereating: 
i&  iH^ctiije  it  eaUs  loudly  for  discussion  and.  de- 
cisKw.. 

Respacting  the  great  public  questkm  to  whith 
I  hare  solicited  tW  notice  of  partiameBt— the 
question  of  inquiry  into  the  state  of  Upper  Canada, 
as  it  coBcefBs  emigration, — that  which  shou-ld  eome 
home  to  the  buataess  aad  bosms  of  ever;  benevolent 
membtf  of  society  who  desires  to  contribute  to  the 
relief  of  pieiieiit  dHtress  ; — respecting  thi»>  the  lapSQ 
of  tinie  has  afforded  me  no  small  en.eouvagen>ent  to 
pi»aevere ;  and  I  hope  that  others  wiU,  frooi  de- 
termined events,  be  inclined  to  attach  ta  ray  ende»- 
voura  an  increasing  portion  of  importance. 

Though  I  should  have  petitioned  parliament 
to  take  the  state  of  Upper  Canada  into  considera- 
tion, merely  to  satisfy  nay  own  mind,  that  no  duty 
OB  my  part,  was  neglected  to  so  grand  a  cause,  and 
in  conformity -with  a  declaraticm  made  to  the  people 
of  the  province,  that  1  would  so  act  on  my  return 
home,  I  certainly  would  not  have  been  sanguine 
of  Buccescii  but  from  my  hope  tbet  these  endea- 
vouR  wouJd  be  backed  by  a  commission  from 
Canada.  Last  April  I  sent  out  copies  of  my 
STATEMENT,  to  be  published  in  that  country;  and 
.  ]  also  sent  out  co^iies  of  any  ciSiCOb^^B  for  the 
asDie  end>  witb  a  short  Address  to  the  people,  in- 
forming tfa»B  that  I  was  sHeady  to  their  cause ;  but 
that  little  could  be  expected  till  their  represent*- 
tives  made  a  point  of  sending  booue  a  commission 
for  inquiry.  On  my  leaving  the  province  I  had 
full  hope  that  hy  the  enUiisg  parliamentary  eke- 
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tion,  the  wretched  creatures  who  con9titu<ted  Ifisf 
aweniblj  woiiM  be  sent  adrift ;  and  siitce  tbi* 
voiume  was  put  fo  prem,  London  newsptipem 
(Statesman  and  Engtivttiman)  of  th«  6th  and  lOtli 
September,  have  published  an  extract  from  Quebec 
and  American  prints,  which  wilt  best  satisfy  mj 
readers,  as  to  the  true  position  of  political  strength 
aad  opiiMon  in  Upper  Canada,  which  will  best  con- 
tradict a  gross  falsehood,  which,  among  many  others, 
has  been  published  in  this  conntry,  as  1  have  been 
credibly  informed',  under  the  authority  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  find  Attorney  General  of  the 
province,  th«t  "  (he  number  of  his  {my)  followers 
arc  reduced  to  a  vtryftw persona." 

"  Canadian  Affairs  r—Tfi?  ham  thta  the 
"  late  election  for  Members  of  Parliament  for 
'*  Upper  Canada,  has  termmated  in  the  almost  tma- 
**  nimous  ehoice  of  persons  rvho  are  the  political 
"friends  of  Mr.  Gourlay.  It  womtd  appear  from 
'*  this,  that  the  popular  voice  is  against  the  tn^t- 
"  nistration." 

This  document  should  add  some  weight  to  the 
importance  of  my  present  endeavours, — give  addi- 
tional interest  to  ray  book, — and  satisfy  Lord  Hol- 
land, and  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  that  1  have  not 
been  trifling  with  their  valuable  time. 

Although  I  am  very  confident  that  ray  friends, 
now  constituting  the  great  majority  in  the  Cana- 
dfan  parliament,  will  not  neglect  my  advioe,  yet 
with  their  best  efforts  they  may  not  be  able  im- 
mediately to  send  borne  the  owcik  desired  commis- 
sioD.    They  have  the  power  of  withholding  sup- 
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plies  for  public  service,  but  they  cannot  raise  anj* 
without  the  concurreoce  of  the  Lieutenant  Gover- 
noraod  L^islative  Council;  and  their  predecessors, 
monstrous  brutes !  took  from  the  people  their 
natural  right  of  meeting,  to  raise  a  subscription 
for  sendipg  home  a  petition  to  the  throne.      •  . 

By  private  correspondence,  I  have  been  infotra- 
ed  of  the  desperate  stru^le  made  by  the  executive, 
to  prevail  over  my  friends  at  the  late  election, 
and  they  succeeded  in  some  of  the  more  benighted 
districts,  so  as  to  get  seven  lawyers  returned*; 
who  no  doubt  will  confound  reason,  and  retard 
the  progress  of  common  sense  with  all  their  might: 
still,  Sooner  or  later,  the  imperial-  parliament  must 
be  consulted ;  and  I  am  sure  it  will  serve  no  good 
purpose  whatever,  for  our  home  ministry  either 
to  aid  procrastination,  or  to  appose  a  full  and  iair 
investigatJoQ:  This  book,  I  trust,  will  clear  the 
^ay,  and  suiQciently  demonstrate  -not  only  the 
need  for  investigation,  but  give  a. view,  of  the 
blessed  consequences  which  may  result  from  it. 

Grossly  and  falsely  as  my  proceedings  in  Upper 
Canada  have  been  misrepresented,  no  candid  reader 
vvill,'  I  am  sure,  attribute  bad  motives  to  me,  if  he 
patiently  peruses  the  following  pages.  As  to  the 
people  of  Upper  Canada,  they  are  loyal, -in  the 
extreme,  and  their  desire  to  continue  in  connexion 
with  Britain,  was  verified  by  .the  free  offering  of 
their  properties  and  lives.     If  they,  choose,- they 

*  The  Uf^T  Canada  Assembly  of  Representatives  now  con- 
mU  of  40.  ' 
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caDDOt  be.held  for  a  moment  in  trammels.  They 
are  not  circumstanced  as  we  are  at  home.  Why- 
then  should  any  thing  like  wanton  contradiction 
be  opposed  to  their  wishes? — why  should  minis' 
ters  provoke  to  passion,  when  reason  dictates  for- 
bearance, when  necessity  pleads  for  mild  and  libe- 
ral measures,  and  when  the  right  hand  of  fellow- 
ship is  held  forth, — when  nothing,  more  is  wanted 
but  inquiry,  and  nothing  but  the  good  of  both 
countries  could  result  from  it?  -     ■ 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  has  not  pledged  himself 
to;  call  the  attention  of  parliament  to  tbe  affairs  of 
Upper  Canada,  but  be  has  said  that  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable he  will,  and  be  may  depend  upon  it,  that 
my  local  experience,  and  whatever  else  opportunity 
has  furnished  me  with,  «ha'll  be  at  his  service  for 
the  occasion.  Ue  may  depend  upon  it  that  the 
.subject  has  treasured  within  it  a  rich  reward  for 
that  man,  whose  love  of  doing  good  shall  equal 
a. sufficiency  of  talent  to  unfold  and  advance  it  to 
notice.  Fifty  years  ago,  when,  the  first  misunder- 
standing between  Britain  and  her  American  co- 
lonies began  to  grow  serious,  what  a- world  of 
mischief  ■mighf  have  been  prevented  by  timely 
notice;  and  by  thorough  i  investigation ! — seven  years 
war  1 — >the  loss  of  our  fairest  possession  in  the 
w«8t  !-rr-the  disgrace  of  our  arms!— the  ei^enderJHg 
ofan  ^e  of  rancour!  Surely,  if  the  conqueror  in 
war  merits  a  triumph,  benediction  is  due  to  <  the 
peace-maker, — to  him  who  prevents  animosity,  and 
establishes  a  basis  for  harmony  and  Christian  love. 
As  this  volume  proceeds,  the  reader,-  I  am  con- 
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Ment,  yrill  be  mere  and  tnore  satisfied,  that  no  mmt- 
-ton  or  mischievous  poUfical  interference, — no  little, 
selfish  interest  bas  had  any  concern  with  my  fm>- 
£eedings  in  Upper  Canada.  He  will  find  that  I  had 
before  me  a  vast  scheme  of  praclicabfe  beneroleDC^ 
and  that  I  have  substantial  grounds  for  ray  zeal, — 
that  my  scheme,  with  the  countenance  of  govern- 
ment, may  easily,  effectually,  and  speedily  be  pitt 
in  execution, — that  it  would  make  good  all  that 
I  have  said  above, — that  it  would  for  ever  bind 
together  Britain  and  h^  colonies. 

My  popular  influence  in  Upper  Canada  could, 
were  I  witling,  be  so  directed  as  to  give  even  un>- 
necessary  trouble ;  but  every  principle  which 
guides  my  conduct-— every  feeling  which  flows 
from  my  heart,  would  be  in  arms  against  any  thing 
of  the  kind.  I  care  not  a  farthing  for  popular  in- 
fluence ;  nay,  by  Itself,  I  despise  it,  but  as  it  may 
invigorate  the  pn^ress  of  virtue  and  civilization. 
Saving  a  desire  of  having  opportunity  to  maintain 
my  honour,  which  &  vile  conspiracy  un&irly 
deprived  me  of,,  and  saving  a  wiih  to  fctfce  on,  by 
every  honest  endeavour,  my  scheme  of  benevolence, 
I  have  little  care  about  Canada.  Indeed  I  repeat- 
ediy  signified  to  the  people  there,  that  my  chief 
eflbrts  were  made,  neither  for  tbem  d<x  myself, 
but  btr  the  poor  of  England ;  and  should  goveni- 
m'ent  adopt  my  plans,  or  what  part  of  them  the 
liberal  public  shall  approve,  I  am  ready  to  stay 
at  home,  or  go  abroad,  as  tbey  may  choose— to  be 
active  or  passive,  juat  as  may  be  requited  tat  tht 
general  good. 
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It  grwves  me  exoecdfcigly,  that  the  etrsnge  «Hril 
lockless  situation  in  w^ich  I  bar«  been  placed* 
lias  made  it  necessary  to  infeerlavd  my  accouQte 
of  Upper  Canada,  arid  stricturea  on  its  pdliticid 
fltHte,  wttli  any  thing  pereoneH,  as  to  oiy^If  or 
others,  but  there  is  no  help  for  it.  A  man  ctf 
filth  has  been  ilung  in  my  way,  and  I  must,  in 
duty,  tread  it  down.  Howev&r  forced  to  digress, 
liowever  irregular  my  progress  may  appear,  the 
nafler  will  still  be  able  to  perceive  that  my  mam 
object  is  never  left  behind. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  has  questioned  whedier 
the  Canadian  sedition  act  was  not  of  itself  an  ob- 
ject of  parliamentary  attention;  and,  I  suggested 
this  to  Sir  James,  t  said,  that  tbe  mere  view  of. 
that  act,' — of  its  monstrous  features,  afforded  suffi- 
cient ground  for  inqairy  into  the  state  of  tbe  pro 
vince.  Its  mere  existence  epeaks  volucnes,  as  to 
the  spirit  which  has  hitherto  been  st  the  bottom 
of  Cuiadian  policy,  and  though  it  may  now  be 
repealed,  as  I  have  beard  it  is,  tbe  very  shade  of 
its  departed  villany  »  worthy  of  study,  that  the 
future  destinies  of  Upper  Canada  may  be  directed 
for  good. 

It  is  worth  while  to  inquire  into  tb6  circum- 
stances which  produced  such  en  act;— what  spirit 
could  so  long  austuin  it  in  exislence,  and  what 
more  wile  spirit  oould  apply  it,  contrary  to  evwy 
coDstitutioflal  pnnciple,  to  a  British  mbjetit? 

Can  it  be  mpposad  that  when  auch  an  act  was 
fataed,  Ihefc  was  a  single  Canadian  representative 
dive  to  fais^duty,  or^fitlttd  for  his  pcBt?     No:  not 
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one.  Had  there  been  a  single  man  amoBg  them 
with  eyes,  or  brains,  or  heart,  at  liberty,  he  would 
have  proclaimed  to  the  country  ita  hazard  of 
coming  to  disgrace  by  such  enactment,  eren  as 
applicable  to  ahens.  Though  we  know  that  pub- 
lic spirit  never  would  have  permitted  such  filthy 
legislation  to  be  recorded  at  home,  we  have  sufii' 
cieot  evidence  at  the  present  time,  of  the  dire 
spirit  of.  our  ministry  ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  the  provincial  statute  before  us  was  framed  in 
the  cabinet  of  London,  and  sent  abroad  to  be 
palmed  on  the  poor  sycophantish  witUogs  of  the 
province,  by  some  pawhie,  well  paid-politiciaj],  p^- 
haps  trebly  installed  in  power,  with  a  seat  in  the 
executive  council,  a  seat  in  the  legislative  coun- 
cil, and  on  the  bench.  Yes,  yea,  a  provincial 
judge  pang-full  of  ministerial  influence,  and  know- 
ing in  the  secrets  of  his  calling,  was  equ^l  to  such 
a  task ;  and  another,  when  occasion  required, 
could,  easily,  with  the  instrument  of  tyranny  pre- 
pared for  him,  with  the  aid  of  an  unprincipledj 
callous- hearted  sheri£r,and  having  the  advantage  of 
pack't,  ignorant  and  spiritless  juries,. consummate 
any  deforce  of  wickedness, — could  ruin,  by  it,  any 
liege  subject  of  the  King,  and  put  in  disarray,  the 
proudest  boast  of  our.  constitution.  -. 

Had  the  Canadian  representatives  been  simply 
fools, — simply,  blind  and  heartless,  they  would, not 
have  enacted  such  a  lawj  biit  they  were  stupid, 
and  blind,  and  unfeeli-ng,  from  their  whole  thoughts 
being,  under  the  system  which  controlled  them. 
intent  only  op  «ej^;  apd  what  else  is,  it  which;  at 
this  very  time,  is  moving  on  our  ablest  statesmen, 
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Dur'brightest  orators,  our  noble  peers,  our  grave 
judges,  and  our  right  reverend  bishops,  in  a  course 
of  iniatuation  and  madness,  which  no  age  ever 
before  witnessed  ?  Thank  God,  the  prevailing  spirit 
of  Englishmeni  has  revolted  at  the  experience  of 
such  awful  proceedings,  and  ministerial  power  has, 
at  the  climax  of  its  fury,  broken  down  in  weak- 
ness! may  we  hope,  in  despair?  Oh  I  let  me  again 
exclaim,  bow  blessed  will  bq  the  event,  if  cau- 
tious, peaceful,  manly  conduct  tAkes  advan- 
tage ofpresent  experience,— if  the  most  generous 
hearted  people  upon  earth  hold  together,— if  they, 
by  concert,  moderation,  and  charity  towards  each 
other,  ensure  a  thorough  change  of  system  in  the 
government  of  our  country.  What  do  we  want 
with  government  but  utility  ?  Why  should  we 
be  vexed  with  non-essentials?  Why  should  we 
doubt  that  the  desideratum  for  perfect  govern- 
ment is  CHEAPKESS  and  simplicity  } 

We  know  that  human  nature  is,  in  every  age 
and  country,  the  same,- ruled  and  diversified  only 
by  circumstanees.  We  have  no  proof  of  its  being 
above  temptation  ;  and  all  experience  demonstrates 
that  nothing  but  general  interest,  aided  by  know- 
ledge, can  hold  down  individual  sellSshness. 
■  For  two  hundred  years  advances  to  freedom 
and  civilization  have  been  sure,  though  slow.  We 
gained  something  at  the  reformation :  we  gained 
something  at  the  revolution:  and  we  have  some- 
thing yer^to  gain.  The  progress  of  British  liberty 
gave  motion  to  libefty  all  over  the  world.  It  has 
advanced  throughout  Europe :  it  has  prevailed  in 
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America;  but  here  we  may  con6dentty. hope  for 
its  finest  display ;  for  here  superior  knowledge  aod 
refinement  can  give  lustre  to  meridian  light.  The 
country,  which  is  the  subject  ot'thiawork,  has  af- 
forded striking  proof  of  the  weakness  of'  mere  io- 
atJtution.  Embosomed  in  the  United  States — in 
the  very  arms  of  independence,  it  has  become 
degraded  and  enslaved; — it  has  become  contempt- 
ible by  the  contemptible  conduct  of  the  people's 
representatives. 

The  boon  which  Britain  gave  to  Canada,  in  her 
constitutional  act,  was  pure  and  efficient ; '  but  the 
influence  of  undue  patronage  and  power  in  the  ex- 
ecutive government  were  forgotten,  or  winked  at, 
in  the  midst  of  poverty  and  ignorance.  The  people 
<^  Upper  Canada,  with  a  perfect  representatioUr 
had  all  that  could  be  desired,  had  their  representa* 
tives  been  wise  men,  and  proof  against  temptation. 
They  were  neither.  They  not  only  allowed  the 
act  before  us  to  be  recorded  on  their  statute  book, 
but  several  others  of  the  most  nauseous  character ; 
and,  latterly,  while  I  was  among  them — when  the 
utmost  servility  to  the  governor  was  aided  by 
personal  pique  towards  me,  were  guilty  of  mean- 
ness and  treachery  altogether  beyond  example. 
They  not  only  sanctioned  a  permanent  law  for  pre« 
venting  the  most  peaceable  description  of  meetings, 
without  even  a  green  bag  apology  ;  but  justified 
the  governor  in  sending  home,  to  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  documents  libelling  the  great  mass  of 
their  constituents,  and  impressing  a  belief  that  tbey 
only  "  waited  &r  the  moment  of  their  strength  a« 
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the  moment  of  revolt."  I  repeat,  with  all  due 
sense  of  delicacy  and  decorum— what  brutes !  nay, 
they  are  even  more  vile  than  the  beasts  of  the  fleld, 
wbo  make  barter  of  public  liberty. 

Before  going  out  to  Canada,  no  one  was  more 
heartily  sick  of  boroaghmongers  thnn  I ;  but  since 
my  experience  of  crown  influence  among  a  be- 
nighted people,  I  feel  inclined,  with  a  sort  of 
instinctive  yearning,  like  that  of  the  dog  to  his 
vomit,  to  throw  myself,  not  only  with  hope,  but 
transport,  Into  the  arms  of  our  dear  boroughmon- 
gers.  Knavery  itself  has  charms,  when  bedecked 
with  talent,  and  graced  with  gentlemanly  manners  ] 
but  when  low-bred  storekeepers,  pettyft^ging 
lawyers,  and  stupid  clodhoppers,  enter  into  con-* 
spiracy  against  truth,  common  sense,  and  modesty* 
ho  man  should  boast  of  temper  and  patience,  for 
that  species  of  oppression  is  generated,  which. 
Scripture  tells  us,  "  makes  a  wise  man  mad." 

The  more'  to  attract  attention  to  the  Canadian 
Sedition  Act,  I  have  caused  it  to  be  printed  con- 
spicuously, and  I  would  have  the  reader  again  to 
peruse  and  study  it,  that  he  may  have  a  just 
sense  of  the  narrow-minded,  weak,  and  abominable 
policy  which  has  hitherto  guided  our  provincial 
governm'ent. 

The  act  commences  with  setting  forth  its  object, 
viz.:  the  protection  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  from 
the  insidious  attempts  and  designs  of  evil-minded 
and  seditious  persons :  giving,  by-the-bye,  in  the 
very  disUnction  of  terms,  no  small  proof  that  it  was 
never  meant  to  make  his  Majesty'?  subjects  liable 
eS 
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to  its  controui.  The  local  situation  of  Upper 
Canada  exposes  it  to  the  inroad  of  aliens  of  all 
nations,  who,  having  no  tie  of  allegiance  or  afiec- 
tion  to  Britain,  may  thence  be  suspected  of  evil 
designs ;  and  for  that  reason  .terrors  may  be  held 
out  to  keep  them  at  a  distance;  but  for  British 
subjects  to  be  suspected,  and  made  liable  to  penal- 
ties on  mere  suspicion,  is  contrary  at  once  to  nature* 
and  the  spirit  of  our  constitution.  It  .is  more  es- 
pecially absurd,  when  we  consider  that  the  law 
was  expressly  made  for  their  protection ;  and  that 
for  their  benefit,  generally,  the  province  received 
its  constitution. 

But,  how  shocking-  is.it  that  any  man,  even  an 
alien,  should  be  exposed  to  slander  and  arrest,  at 
the  mere  capricious  will  of  others  >  "  Just  cause" 
of  suspicion  is,  indeed,  alluded  to;  but  no  rule  is 
laid  down  by  which  the  justness  of  the  cause  can 
be  ascertained.  An  individual  is  scandalized,  he 
is  arrested,  and  a  process  goes  on  which,  in  spite  of 
the  utmost  purity  and  innocence,  consigns  him  to 
ruin.  Think,  for  instance,  of  my  a^ravated  case. 
It  clearly  appeared  at  my  trial,  that  William  Dick- 
son had  a  consultation  with  Swayze  the  day  pritv 
to  that  wretch  making  oath  that  I  was  a  seditious 
person ;  and  Dickson's  spite  towards  me  was  noto- 
rious. Swayze  is  so  thoroughly  ignorant  (be  can 
scarcely  write  his  name)  that,  of  his  own  accord, 
be  never  would  have  thought  that  the  law  in  ques> 
tion  could,,  by  help  of  his  swearing,  be  made  an 
instrument  to  my  hurt;  and  I  hold  in  my  posses- 
sion a  printed  paper,  which  was  manifestly  publish- 
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ed  &s  a  lead  to  the  perjury.  Now,  only  think  of 
the  farce;  after  all  this  studied  contrivance  to 
entrap  me,  of  my  being  brought  before  Wm.  Dick- 
son, my  inveterate  personal  enemy,  who  had  been 
accessary  to  accusation,  and  who  had  not  only  told 
a  large  company  present,  that  "  in  his  opinion,  I 
was  a  man  of  desperate  fortune,  and  .would  stick  at 
nothing  to  raise  insurrection  ;*'  but  bad  some  of  his 
particular  friends  ready  to  declare  similar  senti- 
ments, upon  his  formally  putting  the  question. 
Only  think  of  the  monstrous  insult  to  reason  and 
decency,  that  I,  after  having  resided  in  Upper 
Canada  for  more  than  a  year, — after  being  twice 
honourably  acquitted  from-  most  wanton  charges' 
of  publishing  seditious  libel,  the  first' of  which  I 
h&d  good  reason  to  believe  originated  in  Dickson 
himself,— that  I,  well  known  to  be  a  native-born 
subject  of  Britain,  should  be  brought  before  this 
man,  and  be  obliged  to  give  Aim  "  full  and  comt- 
plete  satisfaction  that  my  words,  actions,  conduct, 
and  behaviour  were  not  intended  to  promote  or  en- 
courage disaffection."  Before  I  can  open  my 
moutb,  the  stomach  of  this  my  judge  is  overflow- 
ing with  gall  and  bitterness.  He  holds  in  his 
hand  the  affidavit  of  bis  own  insidious  intrigue, 
and  then  bids  me  prOve  a  negative,  when  he  knows 
that  ten  thousand  negatives  would  go  for  nothing ! 
But  mark  how  this  odious  statute  proceeds  to 
add  insult  to  injury.  After  its  victim  has  suffered 
condemnation  under  it,  he  may  be  " permitted"  if 
thought  expedient  by  the  tyrant  executor,  to  r& 
mun  in  the  province,  good  and  sufficient  security 


n,g,t,7i.dt,G00glc 


beiog  required  to  the  sattsfactioii  of  the  said  tyrant 
for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  coDdenued:  but 
after  this  security  iB  given,  should  the  envy,  the 
jealousy,  or  the  caprice  of  the  tyrant  revive,  all  se- 
Curity  to  the  condemaed  goes  for  notbiDg.  He  is 
3till  subject  to  he  scandalizedi  arrested,  sent  out  of 
the  province,  or  imprisoned, 'without  benefit  of  bail, 
only  for  the  purpose  of  being  subjected  to  a  mock 
trial. 

Having  thus  fnr  commented  on  the  Canadian 
statute,  I  shall  present  to  the  reader  the  Britisb 
Alien  Act,  which  Sir  James  Mackintosh  is  reported 
to  have  brought  into  comparison  with  it,  saying 
that  the  Canadian  statute  '*  went  tomewhat  Jur- 
iJter."  The  British  act  became  law  10th  June, 
1818,  with  cootinuauce  till  25th  March,  1819. 
It  was  thence  continued,  by  bill,  till  25th  June, 
1890,  and  then  again  renewed  until  25tb  March, 
)833.     It  stands  thus  among  the  statutes  at  ]ai^: 

58  Geo.  III.  Cap.  97. 

An  Act  toprev0nt  Alien*.  VKtit  tke  25th  JDay  of  Mamh, 
1818,  froM  becoming  naturalized,  or  heimff  matU  or  h«- 
cominff  naturalized,  or  being  made  or  becoming  dmiwfw, 
fxcept  in  cfrtftin  cases.     lOth  June,  1818. 

Wrbbeas  it  is  expedient  that  for  a  time  to  be  limited. 
Alieni  ^«)Ud  not  be,  or  b«cwne  Datoralized,  or  be  made 
pr  hecoms  deoizens,  except  as  hereiqaiiter  ia  provided : 
Bo  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Kiug's  most  exoelleat 
M^est^,  by  aod  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Xords  spiritual  and  temporal,  mi  Commons  in  this  pre- 
pent  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  &e 
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mm,  that  from  and  alter  the  passing  of  this  Act;  nntil 
iko  2&th  day  of  March,  1819,  no  Alien  shall  become  a  n^ 
turalized  sutg'ect,  or  be  made  or  become  denizens,  or  be- 
come entitled  to  the  privileges  of  a  nataralized  subject  or 
denizen,  in  any  other  manner,  or  by  any  other  authority 
than  by  any  act  which  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the 
parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  or  by  letters  of  denization,  hereafter  to  be  granted 
by  bU  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  any  law,  custom, 
or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding :  provided  always 
flrat  nothing  herein  cuntaiaed  shall  extend  or  be  constraed 
to  extend  to  affect  in  any  manner  such  right  to  natnraliza- 
tion  or  to  denization  as  any  person,  in  case  tins  act  bad  not 
passed,  might  acquire  or  would  have  acquired,  by  virtue  of 
any  act  or  acts  of  parliament,  made  for  encouraging  sea- 
inen  to  enter  into  his  M^esty's  service,  or  for  naturalizing 
snch  foreign  Protestants  as  shall  settle  in  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's colonies  in  America,  or  for  naturalizing  such  foreign 
Protestants  as  shall  have  served,  or  shall  serve  in  bis  Ma* 
jesty's  forces,  and  for  the  enconragement  of  the  fisheries. 

As  Sir  James  Mackintosh  presented  my  peti- 
tion merely  for  form's  sake,  there  could  be  little 
harm'iu  his  comparing  the  above  Alien  Act  witb 
the  one  in  question ;  and  I  shall  make  advantage 
of  it  to  infer  that  his  doing  so  proceeded  irom 
a  conviction  that  both  acts  were  alien  acts.  I 
hope  that  Sir  James,  by  another  day,  will  not  only 
be  convinced  of  this,  but  maintain  the  fact  before 
parliamenti  with  bis  admirable  powers  of  reason- 
ing)  9fid  all  the  patriotism  displayed  in  1791. 
Saving  this  ground  for  comparison,  that  both  the 
British  apd  Cftiiiulian  acts  were  applicable  only  to 
aUeiw,  there  is  ai  much  for  comparing  m  angel  of. 
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heaven  to  Betzebub.  -  The  British  statute  contains, 
not  a  word,  far  less  a  sentiment,  that  is  improper  or 
offensive;  but  we  can  scarcely  read  a  line  of  the 
other  without,  contempt,  disgust,  or  indignation. 
To  distinguish  the  mighty  difference,  let  us  take 
the  words  of  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  and  improve 
upon  them, — let  us  somewhat  farther  stretch  com- 
parison. The  British  act. civilly  informs  aliens, 
that,  for  a  few  months,  it  is  expedient  to  forego 
our  acqustomed  liberality  of  admitting  tbem  to  na- 
turalization. It  does  nothing  more ;  and  the  dis- 
like of  doing  this  is  manifested  by  the  short  periods 
to  which,  from  time  to  time,  the  act  is  limited.  ■ 
Our  legislators  seem  ashamed  of  being  ungenerous 
to  strangers  for  any  length  of  time ;  but  provincial 
legislators  bar  the  door  of  good  will  and  hospitality 
forever;  nor  can  the  Canadian  people  reopen  it, 
but  at  the  pleasure  of  a  lieutenant-governor,  and 
.  legislative  councillors  of  his  appointment. 

An  unsuspecting  stranger  may  find  his  way  to 
Upper  Canada;  he  may  roam  delighted  on  the 
banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence :  he  may  recline  at  eas^ 
on  the  shores  of  Ontario,  and  have  every  care 
lulled  to  rest,  while  his  eye  is  intent  on  the  charm- 
ing expanse  of  its  still  and  pellucid  element;  'he 
may  be  wrapt  in  extacy  of  bliss,  gazing  on  the 
most  sublime  and  beautifnl  of  nature's  scenes — the 
rapids  and  fells  of  Niagara:  he  may  be  saying, 
"'hither  shall  I  bring  my  wife' and  family— to  this 
paradise  shall  I  invite  all  my  friends — in  this  fine 
and  abundant  country  shall  we  take  up  out*  abode" 
— ^When,  lo  I    snakes  spring  from  the  grass— rattle-' 
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snakes  and  adders.  Dickson,  Claus,  and  Swayze, 
have  eyed  bis  gestures — have  envied  the  raptures 
of  his  BOut — have  resolved  to  blast  his  too  sanguine 
expectations.  The  fiends  seize  upon  the  happy 
man— the  stranger:  they  slander  his  character; 
they  mock,  they  imprison,  and  banish  him:  his 
good  name  is  gone  for  ever,  and  the  remainder  -of 
his  life  must  pass  heavily  away  in  sadness  and 
sorrow.  This  Is  "  somevhat  further"  with  a  ven- 
geance. 

Should   Sir  James   Mackintosh    honour    these 

pages  with  perusal,  I   think  he  will  smile  with 

reflection  on  the  comparison  unwittingly  made  by 

.  him,   and  that  he  will  most  heartily  endeavour, 

next  session,  to  assist  me  somemhat  further. 

It  is  my  solemn  belief,  that  in  him  and  Lord 
Holland,  I  have  chosen  the  very  fittest  men  of 
their  respective  Houses,  to  bring  on  investigation 
concerning  our  colonial  policy.  Every  body  knows 
that  it  is  horrible,  not  in  Upper  Canada  only,  but 
over  the  whole  globe ;-  while  there  is  not  the 
slightest  necessity  for  its  being  so.  Mankind  do 
not  require  cruel  and  tyrannical  laws  to  govern 
them.  Let  but  their  interests  be  studied,  and  they 
may  safely  be  held  in  subjection  with  a  thread. 
Of  all  places  in  the  world,  Upper  Canada  should 
be  the  last  for  the  exercise  of  illiberal  and.  severe 
policy.  That  country  can  never  be  guarded  by 
penal  laws,  nor  rendered  secure  by  oppression. 
Freedom,  and  finally  independence,  must  be  its 
lot;-andj  with  liberal  institutions,  the  devil  may 
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bealloired  to  walk  to  and  fro  in  it,  with  perfect 
safety  to  gOTernment. 

There  are  too  many  who  content  themselves 
with  the  belief  that  religion  is  the  sole  hope  of 
man's  improvement,  and  so  it  is,  rightly  under- 
stood ;  but  we  find  those  to  whom  I  altude  using 
the  word  religion,  for  the  indulgence  of  indolence, 
or,  still  worse,  for  inculcating  through  its  perver- 
sion,  passive  submission  to  established  wrong.  It 
is  my  opinion  that  activity  is  essential  to  religion, 
and  that  those  who  are  its  real  friends  will  exert 
themselves  to  render  law  conformable  to  its  max- 
ims, especially  to  that  which  inculcates  charity. 
If  law  carries  in  its  front  a  glaring  contradiction 
of  this: — if  it  fosters  malignant  passions,  coun- 
tenances wickedness,  and  aflfords  protection  to  the 
perpetrators  of  crime,  how  vain  to  preach  up  mo- 
rality as  duty,  and  faith  as  our  only  hope!  Were 
law  the  pure  offspring  of  religion — the  simple 
corrective  of  natural  infirmity,  how  admirably 
would  it  consort  with  religion,  and  establish  good 
will  among  men!  How  soon  would  obedience  to 
duty  become  our  first  principle  of  action,  and  faith 
the  guiding  star  of  every  movement!  Charity 
and  love  are  the  genuine  supports  of  religion ;  but 
in  all  its  declarations,  in  all  its  sentiments,  in 
•  all  its  provisions,  and  in  all  its  consequences,  how 
grievously  does  the  Canadian  statute  counteract 
and  destroy  these  Christian  virtues!  No  true 
Christian  could  have  had  a  hand  in  framing  such 
a  )aw,~-no    spirit   but   malevolence   could   hav« 
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sabjected  me  to  its  operation  ;  and,  subjected  to 
its  operation,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  keep  down 
the  risings  of  malevolence. 

When  I  look  upon  this  law,  and  think  of  the 
villsny  which  must  have  concocted  it,  the  evil 
it  contemplates,  and  has  realized,  I  must  confess 
my  struggles  to  suppress  unchristian  feelings  are 
inefiectuai:  my  animal  spirits  boil  within  roe, 
and  my  nerves  become  relaxed  with  excess  of 
exertion.  I  am  no  longer  myself:  I  am  at  once 
indignant  and  impotent;  and  perhaps  these  pages 
give  proof  of  it.  The  reader  can  have  no  adequate 
perception  of  such  feelings :  he  knows  not  the 
sacrifices  I  have  made:  he  has  not  had  my  ex- 
perience: he  has  not  shared  my  afflictions:  he 
does  not  know,  and  cannot  conceive,  the  perfect 
purity  which  has  ever  actuated  my  public  conduct, 
nor  the  extent  of  benevolent  design  which  stimu- 
lated  my  exertions  in  Upper  Canada.  One  only 
cheering  hope  sustains  me,  that,  in  the  end,  my 
misfortunes  may  assist  in  catling  attention  to  that 
luckless  country,  and  to  the  plans  I  have  formed 
for  reudering  it  at  once  an  asylum  for  distress,  and 
the  abode  of  peace  and  prosperity. 

The  most  execrable  feature  of  the  execrable 
statute  before  us,  is  deceit.  It  openly  brandishes 
one  weapon,  but  hides  another  to  suit  convenience 
in  the  attack  of  an  unsuspecting  victim.  When 
I  was  arrested  and  ordered  to  depart  the  province 
of  Upper  Canada,  I  never  for  a  moment  suspected 
that  the  c^eoce  cfaa^;ed,  was  not  that  for  which 
I  was  to  be  tried  at  the  assizes*  after  enduring 
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imprisbnmeDt.  Having  long  before  made  up  my- 
mind,  and  heard  it  acknowledged,  that  a  British 
subject  could  not  lawfully  be  a£fected  by  the  act*, 
I  never  thought  of  critically  examining  its  letter, 
far  less  of  searching  in  it  for  quibble.  1  bad  been 
accustomed  to  r^ard  with  reverence  all  written 
law,  BO  far  as  good  intention  was  concerned,  and 
never  for  a  monaent  doubted  it.  I  suffered  myself 
to  be  imprisoned,  in  the  full  hope  that  I  was  to 
have  opportunity  of  pleading  against  some  speci- 
6c  chatge,  constituting  the  ground  of  Swayze's 
oath;  and  an  alien  might,  from  a  similar  impres- 
sion, have  resisted  an  order  to  depart.  Under 
all  circumstances,  and  with  such  impressions,  it 
was  not  only  prudent,  but  incumbent  on  me  to 


*  Sir  Jamea  MackiDtosh  enquired  of  me  if  the  act  had  ever 
b»fore  been  put  to  force  agaitat  a  British  subject,  and  certainly 
it  never  was,  though  often  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  frighten- 
ing alien  Americans  out  of  the  prorince.  The  distinction  of 
right,  between  aliens  and  British  subjects,  in  Canada,  is  strongly 
marked.  An  alien,  for  instance,  cannot  open  a  shop  without 
first  having  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king  administered  to 
him,  and  many  have  left  the  province,  because  of  this  being  re- 
fused. ABritish  subject,  on  the  contrary,  may  not  only  commence 
business,  but  be  elected  as  a  member  of  the  Canadian  parliament, 
by  T^ht  of  birtb,  and  natural  allegiance,  provided  be  holds  landed 
property  in  the  province,  to  the  extent  of  400  acres.  He  must 
take  an  oath,  prior  to  taking  his  seat,  as  members  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  do ;  but  this  in  no  way  affects  his  general  claims.  In 
the  same  way,  a  British  subject  must  go  through  the  ceremony  of 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  prior  to  receiving  a  grantof  hind. 
A  British  soldier'  takes  the  oath  of  allegiance;  but  is  equally 
before  and  after  entitled  to  ail  coBstitutional  proteotion. 
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submit,  rather  than  to  leave  the  province  in  dis- 
grace ;  and  I  still  thought  so,  even  after  being 
refused  liberty  on  my  suit  of  habeas  corpm.  1 
was  not  indeed  sanguine  of  success  in  this  way, 
believing  that  the  conspiracy  against  me  bad  been 
formed  with  the  connivance  and  will  of  tbe  higher 
powers  of  the  province,  and  with  a  view  of  mak- 
ing me  stoop  to  the  governor.  However  false, 
however  infamous  the  charges  against  me  were, 
still  they  were  official :  they  were  made  before  the 
public,  with  all  the  parade  of  form,  after  I  had 
been  arrested  by  the  sberift',  and  forcibly  carried 
before  my  enemies.  There  was  no  alternative  for 
me  but  to  sufier  imprisonment,  in  the  sure  hope 
of  a  third  honourable  acquittal ;  or  to  give  up  all 
my  fond  hopes  of  settling  in  the  province.  The 
nature  of  the  business  which  I  was  to  follow  (land 
agency),  was  such,  that  the  mere  acknowledg- 
ment that  I  had  obeyed  the  order  to  go  away,  ' 
would  have  been  a  bar  to  its  practice :  for  under 
such  acknowledgment,  I  could  not  invite  a  single 
individual  to  emigrate  from  Britain  to  Canada, 
^y  hope  of  a  trial,  for  alleged  crime,  was  so 
thoroughly  riveted,  that  I  declare  before  God, 
when  the  course  which  was  ultimately  adopted, 
was  first  spoken  of,  some  months  after  I  had  been 
imprisoned,  my  mind  so  revolted  at  the  idea,  that 
I  never  was  able  to  reQect  on  the  subject;  nor 
did  I  know  the  verbal  quibble  upon  which  my 
indictment  was  founded,  till  six  weeks  after  trial, 
it  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  a  gentleman  of  Mon- 
treal,  on  my  way  home.     It  was  then,  for  the  first 
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time,  that  I  learned  that  the  word  "  offence"  used 
in  the  statute,  could,  at  will,  be  applied  either  to 
an  act  of  sedition,  or  to  the  mere  refusal  to  obey 
eu  order. 

As  I  do,  and  shall  continue  to  protest  against 
the  whole  proceeding,  so  do  I  maintain  that  aom^ 
where  I  ought  to  have  redreu.  As  a  British  sub- 
ject I  never  was  fairly  liable  to  the  operation  of 
the  Canadian  statute.  Every  step  taken  against 
me  was  illegal  and  unconstitutional — my  arrest — my 
imprisonment — my  trial.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose 
that  I  should  quietly  suffer  myself  to  be  imprison- 
ed, with  any  view  but  that  of  having  my  cha- 
racter cleared  from  aspersion  ;  and  as  to  consenting 
to  trial,  it  is  what  I  never  should  have  done  in 
health,  and  with  my  mind  untroubled. 

Such  a  case  as  mine  can  never  be  subject  to 
ordinary  rules.  The  common  course  of  law  pro^ 
cess  can  never  in  justice  be  regarded,  if  that 
course  has  in  the  first  place  been  grossly  mbused, 
if  my  right  of  freedom,  on  application  by  habeas 
corpus,  has  been  denied,  if  all  was  illegal  and  un- 
constitutional, and  if  undue  rigour  was  used,  so 
as  to  cut  oflf  the  hope  even  of  a  forinal  protest 
i>eing  taken  against  the  proceedings  of  the  court. 
And,  here  again,  is  a  difficulty  attached  to  a  strict 
adherence  to  the  course  of  law,  for  I  know  not  if 
the  most  regular  protest  could  have  availed.  What 
would  it  avail  for  a  murderer  to  protest  against  his 
trial  ?  When  an  indictment  is  found,  the  trial  must 
proceed,  and  the  jury  has  only  to  declare  as  to  the 
fact  alleged.     It  is  impossible,  I  think,  that  Lord 
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Holland,  should  he  take  my  case  into  serious  con- 
sideration, will  still  give  me  no  hope,  but  in  **  the 
common  course  of  law."  He  must  consider  it  as 
one  every  way  entitled  to  pariiamentary  interfer- 
ence ;  and  this  interference  I  shall  petition  for,  if 
I  am  doiied  redress  by  the  King  in  Council.  The 
redress  which  I  want,  is  to  bring  me  no  sure  bene- 
fit: it  is  to  give  me  the  liberty  of  returning  to 
Upper  Canada,  with  a  declaration  of  the  law  offi- 
cers of  the  crown,  or  parliament,  that  I  was  not 
subject  to  the  Canadian  sedition  act :  it  is  only 
to  give  me  what  is  fair,  an  opportunity  of  challeng- 
ing trial,  and  of  prosecuting  those  who  have  mal- 
treated me.  This  I  shall  have,  or  consider  myself 
no  longer  bound  by  allegiance,  or  in  any  way 
pledged  to  perform  public  duties,  otherwise  in- 
cumbent upon  me.  The  British  parliament  can 
undoubtedly  control  the  errors  of  the  Canadian 
parliament.  They  made  the  law  under  which  it 
is  held :  they  can  amend  or  repeal  it :  they  can 
declare  the  principles  of  that  law  where  there  is 
doubt,  or  undo  what  is  done  contrary  to  such 
principles. 

Having  set  forth  the  extreme  wickedness  and 
deceit  of  the  precious  morsel  of  legislation  before 
us,  towards  the  objects  of  its  wrath,  it  is  worth 
while  to  note  how  carefully  it  has  guarded  its 
executOTS  from  barm.  In  British  statutes  we  find 
a  similar  clause  to  that  which,  in  the  Canadian 
statute,  awards  treble  costs  to  be  paid  by  a  plain- 
tiff, suing  against  an  executor  of  law;  but  in  these 
there  is  no  difficulty  thrown  in  the  way  of  prose- 
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cutioD,  Dor  aoy  perplexity  as  to  the  point  of  law  ; 
while  it  is  very  right  to  punish  severely,  wanton 
opposition  to  the  clearly  expressed  duties  of  exe- 
cutive  BUthority.  By  the  Canadian  statute,  a 
person  must  hasten  out  of  the  province,  or  be  im- 
prisoned before  he  can  complain  of  injury:  he 
must  commence  his  suit  in  prison,  or  banisthmeot ; 
and  he  cannot  commence  it  with  certainty,  that  it 
is  commenced  within  the  limited  period  of  three 
months ;  for  the  offence  chained,  may,  at  the  will 
of  the  defendant,  be  either  that  of  refusal  to  leave 
the  province,  or  some  other  offence  committed, 
more  than  three  months  prior  to  laying  the  charge: 
it  may  be  an  offence  too,  such  as  libel,  merely 
depending  upon  opinion.  If  the  plaintiff  has 
commenced  prosecution  for  false  imprisonment 
within  the  limited  time,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
jury  on  the  libel  process  goes  against  him,  then  to 
banishment,  he  must  add  the  payment  of  treble 
costs:  or  his  trial  may  not  come  on  to  acquit  him 
from  a  groundless  charge,  till  after  the  time  limited 
for  his  prosecuting  for  damages  is  expired,  during 
which,  uncertainty  may  have  rendered  it  prudent 
to  abstain  from  commencement. 

Knowing,  as  we  do,  the  violence  of  human 
passion,  we  often  find  excuse  for  crimes  of  the 
most  flagrant  nature ;  but  when  we  survey  the' 
act  of  parliament  in  question,  and  consider  that 
passion  had  no  concern  in  its  fabrication :  that  it 
was  the  result  of  cool  and  slow  determination: 
that  it  should  have  emanated  from  a  pure  mind, 
and  have  breathed  the  true  spirit  of  our  religion 
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and  coastitution,  with  what  horror  do  we  mark, 
almost  in  every  line,  somethiog  unchristian,  un- 
cofutitutiodal,  wicked,  deceitful,  atrocious  t 

If  it  is  necessary  to  guard  any  country  against 
seditious  attempts,  if  it  is  ueoessary  to  give  extra- 
ordinary powers  to  executive  authority,  why  have 
'  recourse  to  false  swearing  ?  why  have  any  form  of 
trial,  as  to  uodenied  fact  ?  why  suffer  even  an  alien 
at  outlaw  to  be  wantonly  assailed  with  unproved 
charges  of  crime  ?  why  not  haye  a  simple  law,  em- 
powerii^  magistrates  to  take  suspected  persons  at 
once  into  custody,  asd  fling  them,  like  so  much 
dirt,  out  of  the  country  ?  Suqh  a  law,  clearly  pro- 
claimed, would  be  honest;  and  they  who  came 
within  its  reach  would  have  thenuelves  to  blame ; 
but  here  is  a  law  which  muffles  itself  up  in  ambi- 
guity, apd  which  has  dived  into  hell  for  snares  to 
entrap  the  innocent  and  unwary ;  which  has  arrayed 
its  hypocnsy  in  pretensive  forms — provisions  for 
the  safety  of  its  executors,  and  mock  provisions  for 
redress  to  its  victims.  I  say  that  the  mere  view 
of  such  a  law,  even  though  it  may  now  be  repealed,  - 
is  quite  sufficient  to  induce  inquiry  into  the  causes 
which  produced  it,  and  kept  it  staring  from  the 
statute  book  of'  Upper  Canada  fw  fourteen  years. 
Its  mere  remembrance  is  sufficient  to  prove  the 
vicious  policy  by  which  the  province  has  been 
rilled,  and  ^as  ruled  up  to  the  period  of  my 
quitting  it.  ; 

Weakness  is  the  almost  uniform  concomitant  of 
vice ;  and  most  glaringly  does  this  appear  in  the 
Canadian  statute,  whether  we  consider  what  it  con- 
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templates,  or  has  effected.  How  easily  could  thou- 
sands of  alieos,  or  others,  having  seditious  desigas, 
steal  into  the  province,  and,  by  renting  teoeiments 
for  six  months,  unknown  to  government,  yet  be- 
yond the  actioQ  of  this  law,  and  free  of  tbebond 
of  all^iance,  remain,  to  design  and  attempt  what 
they  choose.  Ab  to  removing  me,  what  has  been 
gained  by  it  ?  Even  without  licence  Gxtm  govern* 
saent)  I  can  yet  take  my  stand  at  Montreal  or  Que> 
beCf  and  cautiously. conduct  more  deadly  machi- 
natioiu  i^thst  coloual  administration  than  I  have 
yet  done :  nay,  were  i  an  enemy  to  British  rule, 
ciraumstEttBed  as  I  now  am,  and  robbed  of  that 
'  fHOtectioo  to  whicii  natural  allegiance  entitled  me, 
I  might,  without  the  guilt  of  treason,  place  myself 
on  any  pert  of  America,  opposite  the  Canadian 
ftK>i^er>  wage  a  war  of  words,  iu  time  of  peace, 
agaJDSt  British  interests ;  or  advance,  in  the  event 
of  WOT  with  the  United  States,  into  the  provinces, 
and  have  the  indisputable  right  of  assailing  them 
with  6re  and  sword.  W^hat  good  has  the  zeal  of 
Messrs.  Dickson  apd  Co.  done  to  Upper  Canada  ? 
Hqs  it  in(»-ea$ed  the  value,  or  strengthened  the  se- 
curity of  property  ?  has  it  rendered  the  people 
more  contented  or  happy?  has  it  tended  to  attract 
to  the  province  wealthy  and  respectable  emigrants  ? 
Quite  tbe  reverse  ;  nay,  even  to  themselves  it  has 
laid  up  no  enviable  store  of  consolation.  On%  ad- 
vantage to  the  public  has  been  gained  by  it;  and  it 
w  this,  that  we  are  now  assured  that  no  law  can  be  so 
viUanoUB  aaoot  to. find  villains  for  its  execution. 
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^T/u  prtntittg  of  iiis  Gemral  Introduction  nnm 
su^^pnlg'  broken  oj^  the  beginmng  of  Deceatbet'f 
1^0,  ijf  a  melan<^ig-  occurrence,  of  which  an  ao- 
count  miil  bi  given  beUa.  It  is  recommenced 
tJus  Dtiy,  thm%%d  of  September,  1821 J 

Having  discusaed  tt  subject  of  the  niost  odious 
kind,  but  which  eould  not  be  passed  over  either  in 
duty  to  myself  or  the  public,  I  shal)  now  proceed 
to-  develop  the  principal  design  of  this  wotk»  aod 
EDiist  entreat  the  render's  indu^ence,  nbile  I  r^^ 
couflt  some  circumstances  of  my  own  history, 
which  led  to  the  conception  of  it. 

Through  Mcy  L  bav«  been  enthu»astic  in  my 
pursuits ;  and  for  the  last  twenty  years  my  mind 
bas  had  a  leading  r^rd  to  the  greatest  evil  wiiioh 
overshadows  the  fate  of  England — the  system  of 
the  poor  laws.  When  a  young  man,  having  time 
and  money  at  command,  L  travelled  over  Ei^land 
for  fifteen,  months  togetberas'^an'^rieulturist,  and 
during,  tbah  time  became  acquainted  with  the  lain 
secretary  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  Mr.  Artbuf 
Young.  One  day,  in  conversation  with  hi m^  wia 
hit  upon  a aubj^t  to  which  eacb'Of  UB  haddevoted 
peculiar  attention.  My  father,  and  indeed  my 
grandfather,  had  been  in  the  habit  of  letting  out 
small  portiona  of  land  on  a  kind  of  perpetual  lease, 
called  in  Scotland  a  feu^  to  labouring  people, 
whereon  each  man  might  build  a  dwelling). house, 
and  emjoy  the  convenience  of  a  garden.  I  had 
marked  the  wonderful  influence  whloh  the  po»< 
session  of  such  a  little  property  had  upon  the 
f2 
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characters  of  the  people,  giving  th&a  a  superior 
degree  of  consideration  among  their  neighbours, 
more  steady  habits,  and  more  persevenng  industry. 
I  had  noticed  with  what  serene  delight  a  labourer, 
especially  of  the  sedentary  class,*would  occupy 
himself  in  his  garden  at  hours  not  devoted  to  his 
trade,  and  I  had  calculated  what  an  addition,  as 
well  to  individual  as  to  national  wealth  and  hap^ 
piness,  such  economical  arrangements,  genially 
adopted*  might  produce.     Speaking  of  this  to  Mr. 
Young,  he  mentioned  to  me  a  scheme  he  had  in 
view,  to  provide  the  people  at  large  with  a  tittle 
Ijmd,  and  descanted  on  the  great  advantages  which 
-  the  poor  tn  some  parts  of  England  derived  from  the 
occupation  of  such  a  .portion  as  enabled  them  to 
keep  cows.    -A  general  inclosure  bill  was  then  in 
contemplation,  and  Mr.  Young  was  anxious  to 
have  his  views  so  far  realized,  by  introducing  into 
Ae  bill  a  clause  by  which  a  portion  of  land  suffi- 
cient to  keep  a  cow  should  be  secured  to  each  man 
in  lieu  of  bis  ancient  common  right  of  pasturage, 
&;e.     To  establish  the  fact  that  labourers   really 
derived  benefit  from  keeping  cows,  and  that  those 
who  had  the  benefit,  required  little  or  no  assistance 
from  parish  funds,  he  asked  me  to  make  a  journey 
into  the  counties  of  Rutland  and  Lincoln,  where 
the  practice  prevailed  of  letting  the  poor  have  land 
and  cows.     I  went,  but  after  a  little  inquiry  and 
reflection,  being  ashamed  of  plodding  about  merely 
to  prove  a  truism,  retraced  my  steps,  and  expressed 
a  desire  to  relinquish  the  undertaking.   Mr.  Young, 
however,  was  now  more  keen  than  ever  that  I 
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should  complete  his  design.  Nothing  else,  he  said, 
was  wanted  to  make  good  his  point  but  the  au- 
thority of  names,  aod  certain  simple  facts  weH 
authenticated.  I  complied,  and  spent  two  niODtiw 
much  to  my  tmn  satisfection,  having  access,  by  a 
general  introduction,  to  ait,  from  the  pauper  to  the 
peer;  but  obtained  nothing  for  the  Board  of  Agri* 
culture  which  could  do  me  credit,  or  strengthen 
any  hope  of  success  ^r  the  grand  and  benevolent 
purpose  of  the  secretary. 

As  to  the  claim  of  poor  people  to  a  suitable  por- 
tion of  land,  or  other  equivalent  on  the  inclosure  of 
a  common,  whereon  they  or  their  fethers  had  en- 
joyed rights  o£  pastun^,  &c.  time  out  of  mind,  it 
was  positive  and  clear,  independent  of  any  special 
benefit  which  they  derived  from  these;  and  to 
have  passed  a  general  inclosure  bill  without  a  pro- 
~  vision  in  lieu  of  such  ancient  rights,  wonld  have 
been  a  dangerous  experiment. 

With  respect  to  the  introduction  generally  through 
the  kingdom  of  Mr.  Young's  scheme,  there  were 
obstacles  which  I  was  assured  would  never  be 
overcome  by  the  nerveless  faculties  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  even  though  the  scheme  were  of 
itself  unobjeclionahle,  which  it  was  not. 

Although  I  oollected  for  Mr.  Young  abundant 
evidence  to  substantiate  his  simple  position,  and 
so  arranged  it,  as,  at  one  glance,  to  exhibit  satis- 
&ctory  results,  my  anticip^ons  of  what  would  be 
done  were  too  truly  verified.  The  general  incio- 
sure  bill  was  indeed  brought  before  parliament  by; 
JUord  CarringtOD,  the  president,  but  this  bill  speed- 
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fjr^ad  of  iH'ingiQg  into  public  distiuaaiaii  amy  que«- 
ifiioD  a»  to  tbe  comffiDD  <rigbt8  of  the  poor  bad  no 
MiaU.  we^t  ia  sinking  it.  Sisoe  that  period  the 
praeess  of  itkclosupe  ■hits  ^pone  on  by  biUs  for  indi* 
viduaj  parishes  and  commons.  Year  after  year, 
nwUitUides  oi  these  have  been  inclosed,  witlicnit 
regwd  to  the  claimi  ^ikI  eoaiplaiots  of  the  poor* 
who  have  been  lobbed  of  th^r  rights,  and  who. 
from  various  causes,  have  been  sinking  ^radu«lly 
into  a  state  of  alyect  dependence  ob  parish  aid, 
ileimved  .of  property,  and  fiiMdly  caiteless  of  its 
eojoymeot.  Year  after  year,  and  »t  this  place 
wd  tbnt,  tbei>ooc,seemg  themseJv%9  uojustly  de- 
prived of  adraotages  which  i^y  bad  ioberited 
'  from  time  immemorial,  grumbled,  rio>ted,  and  were 
p»t  down.  The  prbpees'stealiBg  gradually  on,  tbe 
Btfength  of  the  mass  was  subdued  piece-oeal; 
and,  finally,  a  change  was  effected,  in  the  cooditiod 
of  EflgUtk  labouDecB,  through  a  variety  and  sdc- 
c«Mi(Mi  of,  caiisea,  but  Utile  reflected  on  or  aoticed 
by  political  economiiU  aad-  writers  oe  the  poor 
laws. 

While  I  despaired  of  seeing  any  tbiag  siffeetual 
accomplished  by '  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and 
was  justified  in  my  opiBaon  by  results,  impresaions 
aa  t»  the  neceaaty  of  ohanffiing' somehow  the  isye- 
t«m  of  the  poor  laws  became  ntore  and  more'  ri> 
veted  in  my  mind.  My  cxperienoe  iu  Liocola- 
shire  aod  Rutland— ^ny  'Converaatians  with'  tbe 
poor  tbsnsetves^—with  tbe  timftera  and  land^oWners 
«v«y.  whew  tlii««ghout  Engtmd  :  iby  inapeMion 
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of  parish  records ;  and  observations  mad6  on  the 
habits  and  manners  of  the  people,  altogetber  con- 
sidered and  put  in  contrast  with  what  I  knew  6f 
these  in  Scotland,  induced  reflectionA,  which  thoogti 
they  could  then  reach  no  iatisbctory  conclusioh, 
determined  me  to  follow  out  a  study  of  sttch  iirfiv 
nite  impoittmce ;  and  I  actual'ly  resolved  Vo  shape 
the  coonseof  my  life  for  this  express  end.  I  r6^ 
solved,  after  a  few  years*  residence  as  a  practt* 
cai  fanner  in  Scotland,  to  teisaore  into  England  fdt 
a  term  of  years,  deliberately  to  study  the  caASes  of 
difference  so  very  great  and  taanifest  betweeii  tfie 
lower  orders  in  the  one,  and  the  ortier  couhtty. 
In  th6  one,  labourers  were  independent  ind  im- 
provieg  their  condition,  eveii  in  th'e  face  of  groWin'g 
biaatlon:  in  the  other  they  were  verging  to  'fejf- 
tremk  poverty  and  d^radation,  while  all  was  ii6ii- 
rishing  lm>und  them.  In  Scotland  it  Was  hiol^ 
generally  the  custom  to  accommodate  farm  la- 
bourers with  cows  than  in  England,  but  thfS'  \^as 
very  fiir  from  constituting  the  difference  which  feS- 
isted  between  tfafr  people  of  the  siste'r  Idifi'gdo'nis. 
It  had,  in  fact,  little  to  do  with  the  matted  and  ^^as 
rather  a  tonitequenCg  than  a  cau^e. 

Untoward  circumstances  disturbed  the  order  and 
harmony  of  my  plans,  birt  still  I  folld'v^ed  them 
out.  I  settled  in  Scotland  for  six  years, 'occupy- 
.  ing  one  of  my  father's  f^tnis,  then  removed  into 
England,  and  never  lost  sight  of  ibfe  great  object 
on  which  I  had  fixed  my  eye. 

The  year  after  I  returned  from  my  tour  in  the 
South  (1303),  and  after  the  general  iiiclosui^  bill 
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was  hid  aside,  Mr.  Young,  still  musing  on  Ms 
scheme  of  providing  land  for  the  poor,  published, 
ID  his  Annals  of  Agriculture,  some  undigested 
notes,  which  I  had  furnished  him  with  :  intro* 
duced  them  with  a  narrative,  and  attached  my 
name,  as  if  the  whole  had  been  written  and  pre* 
pared  by  me  for  publication.  Aftec  doing  thb,  be 
despatched  to  me,  in  Scotland,  a  manuscript  sent 
him  by  a  third  parl^  controverting  the  validity  of 
my  proofs ;  and  I^  resenting  alike  the  sophistry  of 
iny  opponent  and  the  unfair  liberty  which  Mr. 
Young  had  taken  vnth  my  name,  made  reply, 
sparing  neither  him*  his  correspondent,  not  the 
Board  of  Agriculture ;  and,  to  make  the  matter 
worse,  this  was  also  published  in  the  Anoals,  with 
words  altered,  and  sentences  withheld.  It  was 
every  way  provoking  to  me,  and  much  as  I  ad- 
mired nil.  Young  in  many  respects,  obliged  me 
,to  drop  his  acqu^tance. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  awkward  display  in  the 
Annals  would '  be  little  noticed;  but  here  again  I, 
was  disappointed.  Mr.  Malthus  soon  afler  pub- 
lished that  edition  of  his  Essay  on  Population, 
which  attracted  such  general  notice,  and  in  this  he 
referred  to  the  publication  in  the  Annals  of  Agri- 
culture, to  which  Mf/  Young  had  set  my  name ; 
and  which,  as  it  stood,  made  me  appear  as  an 
advocate  of  his  system. Of  providing  for  the  poor, 
which  I  never  was  *. 


*  In  Mt.  WaJiefield's  Statistiul  Account  of  Ireland,  Vol.  3, 
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Mr.  Malthus  has  very  properly  pointed  out  tbe 
tnsufficieacy  of  Mr.  Young's  proposal  as  a  geae- 
ral  remedy  for  the  evil  of  poor  laws  ;  and,  besides  ' 
this,  it  is  palpably  iinpracticabley  as  a  scheme  that 
could  be  l^lly  enforced  throughout.  The  quan- 
tity of  land  requisite  to  keep  a  cow  varies,  accOTd- 
ing  to  soil  and  situation,  frtHU  two  to  twenty ^cres, 
or  mote. .  In  some  parts  of  the  country  adapted  to  , 
pasturage,  the  [M^ctice  could  easily  be  adopted ; 
and  so  it  is  io  Lincohishire  and  Rutland.  In 
other  parts  it  is  very  'different.  To  afford  every 
individual  land  sufficient  to  keep  a  cow  is  indeed 
out  of  the  question.  It  would  neither  be  econo- 
mical.for  the  nation,  nor  beneficial  to  individuals, 
in  proportion  to  the  waste.  Milk  is  but  one  of 
many  articles  in  housekeeping;  and  several  oth^s 
are  equally  necessary,  and  more  essential.  Were 
law  to  provide  for  each  man  an  independence,  as 
to  tbe  supply  of  milk,  why  not  ensure  the  same 
of  bread — of  flesh— of  raiment— of  fuel  ?      Why 


p.  813,  there  is  the  following  note,  manifesting  the   wrong  im- 
pressions whidi  had  been  madf  hj  Mr.  Young's  publication. 

"  NoTB.  This  was  written  after  I  had  read  Mr.  Oonriay's 
aooount  of  the  cow  syBtem  in  some  parishes  in  LiDcolnshire,  see 
Annals  of  Agricultare,  Vol.  37,  p.  154.  From  my  personal 
kziewledge  of  that  gentleman,  I  am  ioclined  to  pay  very  great 
atlantidn  to  his  opinion,  for  few  have  seen  so  much  of  England  in 
a  practical  way  as  this  intelligent  North  Briton ;  but  1  am  not 
convinced  of  the  benefit  of  the  system,  and  did  tbe  nature  of  my 
work  allow  me,  I  should  readily  give  my  reasons  for  disBeutiag 
from  his  opinion," 
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ROt  introduce  agrarian  law,  the  most  frightful  of  . 
all  political  expedients? — But  it  is  more  than 'law 
can  sccomplish ;  and  if  law  canirot  prevail,  it  is 
needless  to  preach  -up  advice  to  land^wnerst  <o 
make  gratuitous  ofieriDgs  of  land  and  cows^  «hen 
ciicumstances  admit  of  it. 

Clear  ae  this  may  appear,  it  is  a  curioiis  lact 
that  Mf .  Young,  a  man  who  at  one  time  gav« 
evidence  of  the  soundest  facnltivs,  ahould  have 
got  lost  io  confused  reverie.  Till  the  day«f  his 
death,  he  seems  to  have  brooded  over  the  scheme 
of  making  public  provision  of  land  and  cxSws  for 
the  poor,  as  practised  in  Lino^n^hire  and  Kut- 
land.  In  the  book  entitled,  ^<  A(iRicDi,toHAi. 
Statb  of  thb  Kingdoh,"  printed  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  18)6,  siippresMd,  and 
then  brought  before  the  public  by  a  surreptitious 
edition,  of  which,  no  doubt,  Mr.  Young  was  the 
'  compiler,  a  chapter  is  dedicated  to  the  s.ubject 
of  land  and-  cows,  and  the  result  of  my  ihquJries 
in  I80I  are  brought  forward  by  way  of  proof.  In 
the  Farmer's  Journal,  too,  of  l6th  September, 
1816,  there  appeared  an  article  written  by  Mr. 
Young,  calling  attention  to,  the  same  subject. 
These  publtcatiOM  are  curious,  as  iffatkii^  the 
continued  bent  of  Mr.  Young's  miftd^*  ttiwd 
wliTCh  at  one  time  was  powerful,  livefy,  afitl  cOtW- 
prehensive;  which  saw  that  something  was  want- 
ing for  the  comfort  of  the  pour;  but  nevea:  could 
stti]|ie  :with  decision  .  upon  any  scheme,  at  onoe 
prMlicabfe  aivr)  efficient^  which  cohld  be  geoe- 
rally  introduced  under  the  authority  of  law.     It  is 
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worth  while  to  k«ep  oni  record  the  sentiments  and 
ivUbes  of  eucb  a  man  «s  Mr.  Young;,  for  their  own 
sjike.;  and  as  they  may  intpress  on  the  vniods  of 
my  readeis  a  Btroager  disposition  toatbeod  to  my 
OWN  achemesfor  the  relief  of  the  poor,  I  sbali  copy 
out,  below,  the  articles  I  have  alluded  to*. 


*  "  ia  the  yea  18d0  dw  Seoretaiy  «f  the  Board  mm 
dkected  to  employ  the  summer  in  exanuiibi;  the  ethot  «f 
a  great  nnmber  ef  pariiamevtsry  enelosaret,  as  well  in 
respect  to  the  interest  of  cottag'o-s,  as  to  those  geaenil 
beBeficial  results  veil  kaovB  to  flow  from  the  measure  a( 
enclosing;;  and  as  it  sheared  upon'  tifKt  inqairy  diat  many 
cottagers  irere  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  cows  withoot  nny 
Beoessity  for  such  deprivation ;  Die  Board,  in  order  the 
bettw  to  tudcrstaod  the  <iiies1iaB,  da^patdfed  a  penon  in 
1801  for  the  express  purpose  of  fuUy  ascertsinktg  it  in  the 
two  counties  of  Avtluid.and  Lincdn;  tbe  report  of  that 
journey  was  Me  of  llie  most  interesting  meweirs  ever  Isdd 
before  Hie  poUjc,  and  proved  mqaertioiMbly  the  iwoiense 
advantages  resnlltng  from  &e  syfTtcm,  to  the  landlord,  the 
fenser,  die  oottager,  and  the  pablic." 

See  page  8th  of  "  Agaioultural  State  of.  tub 
Kingdom,"  pnblisfaed  by  Sherwewd,  Nedy,  and  Jones ; 
1816 :  and  again  in  'pti^  Idlb. 

"  The  person  employed  ^y  tfc«  Board,  md  who  ex-  " 
unified  above  forty  pari^isa  mhiately,  giv^  the  ftUowing 
goieral  result : 

"  Seven  bundred  and  fiftj^^Dtree  cottag<A«  have  sinoag 
tttem  IIM  cows,  or,  on  an  -avenLge,  I4  end  -^  «ow  eadb 
Not  onb  op  thsh  rbobivbs  any  thik*  smosi  thb 
PARTSH I  even  in  l^e  present  scarcity.  Tke  syiteU'  is  at 
mneft  approved  of'  by  d>€  fsrmers  as  it  is  by  dc  poor 
people  themselves.     They  are   declan^  to  be  the.  awat 
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Mr.  Malthus,  who  so  ably  refutes  all  the  silly 
objectioDS  to  his  theory  of  the  principle  of  popu- 
lation, and  shews  the  inconsistency  of  Mr.  Young's 
writings  on  the  question  of  giving  land  and  cows  to 
the  poor,  says,  *•  I  have  indeed  myself  ventured 


hard'Wodung,  diligent,  sober,  and  industrious  laboor^rs 
who  have  had  land  and  cows,  and  a  numerous  meeting  .of 
formers  signed  their  entire  ^probation  of  the  system.  lo 
the  abovementioned  parishes,  rates  are,  on  an  average, 
1.7|d.  per  pound ;  and  but  for  exceptions  of  some  &milies 
vrho  have  not  land,  and  of  certain  cases  and  expences 
foreign  to  tiie  inquiry,  tfaey  voold  not  be  one  penny  in  the 
pound.  ' 

"  In  nine  parishes.  There  the  proportion  of  the  poor 
having  cows  amounts  to  rather  more  Uian  half  the  whole, 
poor-rates  are  3fd.  in  the  poond. 

"  In  twelve  parishes,  where  tlie  proportion  is  less  than 
half,  but  not  one-third,  poor-rates  are  9id,  in  the  ponttd; 

"  in  ten  parishes,  where  the  proportion  is  something 
under  a  fourth,  poor-rates  are  Is,  6d.  in  the  pound. 

"  In  seven  parishes,  where  the  proportion  is  but  neaii; 
one-sixth,  poor-rates  are. 4s.  1^.  in  the  pound. 

"  And' in  thirteen  parishes,  where  few  or  none  have 
cows,  poor-rates  are  5a.  lid.  in  the  pound. 

"  The  poor  in  this  considerable  district  being  able  to 
maintain  themselves  without  parish  assistance,  by  means  of 
land  and  live  stock,  and  to  do  it  at  the  same  time  so  mach 
bv  their  indnstry  and  sobriety,  and  consistently  with  an 
honest  conduct,  clearly  marked  by  the  entire  approbaiwn 
of  the  ayttem  iy  Ike  farTaers,  &sc.  their  neighbourt,  is  a 
cironmstance  which,  well  considered,  does  away  .a  maUi- 
tude  of  these  objections  and  projadioes  which  we  so  often 
hear  in  conversation." 
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to  recommend  a  general  impror^nent  of  cottages, 
and  even  the  cow  system  on  a  limited  scale ;  and 


Fabhbk's  Jouknal.  16th  Sbptbmbbr.  1816. 

On  the  State  of  the  laboarmg  Poor, 

Bradfleld  Htll,  Sept.  3d,  181S. 
Sir, 
Thbrb  DflT^  vas  a  period  in  which  the  condition  of 
die  labouring  poor  in  agricaltare  demanded  more  partica- 
lar  attention  than  the  present.  The  difficolty  of  finding 
.  employment  with  fanners  vho  can  scarce  pa;  their  rents, 
and  among  whom  there^are  many  ^ho  cannot  pay  it  at  all, 
is  SQch,  that  the  distress  is  not  only  great,  but  general: 
mnch  has  been'  spoken  and  written  npon  this  subject; 
many  ideas  suggested  and  plans  proposed  for  relief,  which 
ere  either  impracticable  in  themselves,  or  too  difficult  to 
be  adopted :  probably  the  tmth  is,  that  no  plan  whatever  is 
veil  calcnlated  to  meet  the  evil  under  all  its  aspects:  every 
variety  of  situation  may  demand  a  variety  in  the  means 
of  relief,  and  therefore  the  more  nnmeroos  the  proposals ' 
the  greater  the  probability  of  their  being  applicable  in 
specific  oases.  It  is  astonishing  to  me  that  in  the  varioos 
publications  whioh  have  issued  from  the  press  oH  the  sub- 
ject of  agricnltoral  distress,  none  of  then:  aathors  appear 
to  have  searched  for  cases  exempt  &om  the  common  cala- 
mity:—are  any  such  to  be  found?  Now,  Sir,  it  is  with 
great  pleasure  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  such  oases  do 
exist  at  present,  have  existed  for  many  -  years  past,  and 
atood  the  test  of  the  two  scarcities.  A  most  minute  de- 
-  acription  of  them  was  published  in  the  Annals  of  Agricnl- 
tare  (vol.  37,  page  514),  by  a  gentleman  employed  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
aBiinwg  minntely  into  every  circtuastBDce  attending  such 
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perliaps  witbi  pro^ver  precautions  a  cei-tmn  portidK 
o£landi  might  b«.^i<veii  to  a  considerable' body  of 


casea,  and  who  trav«lled  tfarotgh  aa  extent  of  nttarlyi  one 
hundred  miles  of  conntry,  abonnding  with  a  ^eat  'number 
of  instances,  upon  the  whole  sufficient  fiilly  to  ascertain  the 
effects  of  ttie  plan- porsned.  In  the  counties  of  Rutland, 
and  Lincoln  the  practice  is  to  attach  land  to  cottages,  sufiS- 
cient  to  support  that  number  of  cows  which  tbe-cottt^^  is 
a]>|e  to  gnxchwe.  They  are  tsnanta  to  the  chi«tf  Iscidlords  " 
andnot  sob-teoaotp  tO'tannera;  yet  these  kMear  aeb- vwty 
^QerA%i  friends  to  tit*  syptett ;  weUthey  m^r  bevo,  for 
Ijie,,  poor<-rate8  are  aest  to  Nothing  wioa  oonpansd  wiA 

,  avcb,  aa  aie  fouttd^  jn.  p(ui«bsa  wherein  thii>  EtdmiraUe  ^Hr 
tent  is  not  eataUi«hed. 

In  the  lata  nlianle.iIlq^ilae»aade  by  tlte-S»ard  of  Agn» 
onttare  into  the  state  of  tite  kdiearin^  po«r  tbfongfaant 

.  the  kingdomt  many  psrscma  vae  wTittantowho' reside  in 
the  distxicts  where  tfau^jwtwn.is  ooaiBen,amd  itiww  fiBiaJ 
by  their  replies  that  the  prRCtk«  stands'  the.  taat  of'  the 
present  distress  as  well  as  it  sapported  tiui  oppostte  diffi^ 
colti^s  of  extreme  soaroi^^  Iti  is  nnoh  to  be  regretted 
fhat  8»  admirable  an  esample  is  not  oogiediin  every  part 
of<tjbe  kingdom;  and;shotddia  conmittee^of  tiw House- of 
Ceauuww  meet  in  tbe  next  assnbn,  pranapttothe  Delice 
given^by  Wt.  Gnrweii,  it  will  be  stiange  iadecdiE  Hiey  da 
DOtcallbofore  tbew^die  pmsons  residing  in  tbose- dishicUt 
who  ai]e  most  able  to  give  tbanitiU-'iifonnatwn-rfliiative'ta 
ai  system,  wbioh  has -stood  the.  test  of  amk  lon^  experi^re^ 
and  eneonnterad  tji^  diffioultfesofi  the  most  opposite '  taif- 
daaeisft.  bii  those  coantiea  wbeiw  no  such  practie«  i»  met 
Mitht  it  is  vcsy  rare  indeed  to  meet  with  a  labourM'  wba 
has  sayed  any  money:  their  reliance  is  entirely  on  the 
parish!  and  tbeiF'  present  earnings  disaipated  in  the  cde- 
honse:  nut  so  in  Liooolasbirei  The  ma*'  who  wishes  ts 
I 
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tbe  labouring  classes.     If  tbe  law  which  entitles 
the  poor  to  support  were  repealed,  I  should  mos* 


many  saves  hia  money  to-  buy  cows ;  and  girfe  trho  desigd 
to  have  hn^bands.  take  iHe  same  meami  to  procure  them : 
wbmty,  indufltcy,  apfl  economy,  are  thns  secured.;  .and 
children,  are  trained  ficotn  their  mfaiicy  to  the  coltoEe  ef.ft 
garden,  and  atteadin^  cattle,  instead  of  starving  with  an^ 
employed,  spinning  wbeels. 

No  olyect  can  better  deserve  the  attention  of  men  of  con- 
siderable landed  property ;  if  some  change  of  management, 
decisive  in  its  nature,  does  not  take  place,  poor-rates  wiH 
continue  to  increase  till  they  will  absorb  the  whole  landed 
revenae  of  the  kingdom.  At  the  present  moment  they  are 
rising  in  a  manner  that  onght  to  alarm  every  proprietor  of 
laud :  and  this  not  to  assist  or  sapport  snch  olgects  as  were 
described  in  the  43d  of  Elizabeth,  bat  hearty,  sfxong  aim, 
in  tbe  f)ill  vigour  of  liie,  which  mnst  be  considered  as  s0 
absolnte  an  aboae  of  the  system,  that  not  one  session  of 
Pailiajnent  ought  bo,  pass-  without  some  effective  Temsdy 
bping  applied.-  It  is  a  question  whether  Mr.  Corwok's 
proposed  parochial  committees  can  answer  the  great  end 
whioh  eveiy  one  oug^t  to  hare  in.  vieW':  to.tcaas&rtiioee 
debates,  uppa  qqestiions  reajly  political,  from,  the  Honsfi  of 
Commons,  to  parish  Cos^nittees,  composeclof  nien^  on  tbe  one 
side,  soljctioas.only  to  pay  as  little  as  possible,  aod  on  tbe 
oA«)i,toieceiyie.as  n^ucb  a^  possibly,  nay  be  [a?odufitiv«.«f  ' 
cQqtipueddis<]4^;  but  does  net  pcomise  afty^  bepeficdal'Satk- 
tlement  of  that  variety  of.  questions  ntblch  moat  necessarily 
oon>^  belbre  titem,  I  cutpot  hot  be  muohj  ioclined  to  iiask 
titat  an  act-  of  PacUaoi^t  for  limitwg  the  denatids  &r 
parish  assistance  might  be  framed,  which  would  be  far 
more  effective.  It  might,  for  instance,  be  proper  to  cut  off 
at  one  stroke  every  possible  demand  arising  from  bastardy. 
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highly  approve  of  any  plan  which  would  tend  to 
render  such  repeal  more  palatable  6d  its  Brat  pro- 
mulgation ;  and  in  this  way  som^  kind  of  compact 
with  the  poor  might  be  desirable.'*  See  Appendix, 
vol.  iii.  p.365,  of  the  la9t(dth)EditicHi  of  the  Essay 
on  Population.  To  have  thus  much  granted  by 
Mr.  Malthus,  is  no  small  matter,  and  should  not  be 
lost  sight  of.  It  opens  a  door  of  reconciliation 
with  the  man  who  too  unguardedly  asserted  that 
there  was  no  cure  for  the  evil  of  the  poor  laws  but 
to  declare,  and  act  upon  the  declaration,  that  the 
poor  bad  no  right  to  public  relief  in  the  mainten- 
ance of  their  children. 


which  has  been  so  fertile  a  source  of  parochial  burdens. 
Might  not  all  assistance  be  denied  to  men  and  women  in 
the  possession  of  health  and  strength,  and  who  have  only  a 
limited  nnmber  of  yoang  children  ?  Might  not  the  same 
refhsal  be  given  in  cases  of  distress  ensuing  after  a  certain 
number  of  years  of  health  and  strength  in  which  no  saving 
bad  been  invested  in  saving  banks?  These,  and  a  variety 
of  other  cases  which  might  be  named  for  limiting  the  «p- 
plioation  of  poor-rates,  would  canse  very  considerable  re- 
daction in  ttus '  increasing  burthen.  But  it  most  be  ad- 
mitted that  a  proper  opportunity  should  be  taken  for  any 
decisive  regulations,  and  such  an  opportunity  can  be  found 
only  in  a  period  not  abounding  with  general  distress;  and 
the  misfortune  is  that  when  the  time  of  difficulty  is  past,  it 
wonid  not  be  an  easy  business  to  fix  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment to  questions  not  immediately  pressing  for  notice. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Tour's,  fkc. 
(Signed)  ARTHUR  YOUNG. 
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OBKBKAL  ttn^RODtJCTlON.  XCVh 

I  Nbtbing  can  be  more  dear  than  the  abstract  rea- 
soning of  Mr.  Malthus,  on  tbe  principle  of  popu-> 


B^ore  tnriung  the  leaf  oVei  thd  name  of  Arthur  Yoting; 
I  Inuit  make  a  few  brief  remarks  on  his  Gbaracter,  and 
moat  vilUngly  wouLd  offer  a  tribute  of  respect  to  hia 
nemory.  He  vas  an  eDtbosiast,  and  of  coarse  hnteiti 
be  was  well  educated,  and  a  gentleman.  In  ^I  bis  vfilu' 
minoas  writings  a  mean  sentiment  is  not  to  be  found. 
'  His  habit  of  making  free  with  peopi«'s  names,  and  taking 
liberties  with  their  writings,  arose  from  an  uncontrollable 
ardonr  in  tbe  cause  of  improvement.  I  fdt  s6ri  Uriih 
what  he  did  in  this  way  towai^s  mysctf,  and  others  did  so  j 
bat  he  meant  not  to  itynre.  AAer  he  got  «ntatig)ed  wMlf 
die  Board  of  Agricultttre,  be  did  no  good  to  the  world. 
His  inblination  to  accumulate  crud?  and  undigested,  infor^ 
matioD,  sufficientiy  evinced  in  some  of  his  toon,  had  thsK 
full  scope :  be  then  lost  bimself,  and  bewildered  others,  iik 
tbe  confusion  of  detail.  X  question  if  he  ever  bad  the 
power  of  correct  abstract  reasoning.  His  imagination, 
was  too  busy  for  it:  bis  eye  was  too  ravenous,  devounng' 
all  within  its  reach.  Had  be  becoiqe  blind  «ben  in  tbe 
vigour  of  youth,  and  never  associated  with  Ibe  old  wom^ 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  Artbnr  Young  might  have 
proved  a  benefactor  to  tbe  homan  race. 

Writing  of  bim  in  1809,  I  said,  "  the  gold  of  goverOT' 
meut  fell  like  a  mildew  on,  tbe  genius  of.  Yoqng."  I  i^as 
wrong'.  From  these  words,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  he  was 
corrapted  by  tbe  gold  of  government,  which  I  am  con- 
vinced he  was  not.  There  are  influences  vhich  affect 
people,  situated  as  he  was,  which  have  nothing  to  do  with 
pecnBiary  considerations-  Tbe  spirit  of  Young  is  one  which 
Idesiretomeetwith  in  Elysium;  and  I  make  this  little Rif;- 
knowledgment,  to  clear  tbe  way.    His  Tour  in  Franc*' 
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latkm  ;  and  of  all  bi^  di^^ples,  mt  Qoe,.  I^lvrre, 
e/rer  «t)joyed  greater  6EUi«factiop  tfaan  1  ditj  on  tbe 
first  perusal  of  his  book.  I  had  for  years  been  em- 
barrassed in  my  studres,  on  the  sabject  of  perfecti- 
hiUty,  zaA  could  not.  tecoaeile  results  in  nature 
wink  tfa«  attribute  q£  |M«^t  goodavs^  ift  ttv  i>ivi' 
■Uy.  1  The.tiwcilry  i}£Mr.  MoitkuB  dis8i|}Q«ed  all^mjr 
dlMM^  ;■■'  dnd*  thoHgti  a'ttm  pigM  awde-«leac  wbirt 
Ha&'p^iizitdSne,  siichl*  the  Mature  of  truth,  tliat 
r<idjtt';  again  and  agaiii,  fead  over  the  ilhistratioii$ 
tff  t^  important  one,  Established  by  fhe  Essay  op, 
!^p^uiatipi^^^th  r^newecj  pleasure,  I  can  go, back 
wtijl^,:I44:,,i4?^^Hf.  ij^Qia^pi^nt  times;  hcam.afi- 
«H»[H*^,bvf9.evef:'tt^:]g)pb9,fi[iMnJBRitaift:tO[Chiaa« 
ok'ffom  hhot  frozenunbifth.lO'  -Aha  torrid  ztni^  doH 
Kgtoed  t&Sadi'tlMt  ttve-  law  of  nature  i«  just  and 
ilnviiri'abie'^  Teqniring  of  man  bnly  Tirtae  to  reach" 
rtie^Mg^heSt  degree  of  sntiuQEn-y  bliss,  and  making 
misery 'as  surely  the  concomitant  of  vice.  Balmy, 
indeed,  are  such  truths;  but  how  strangely  have 
some  been  led  astray  into  reflections  of  the  most 
opposite  kind,  from  the  perusal  of  the  Essay  on- 
Pepulatiou  1  How.  strange,  that  the  man  ^ho'^a» 
earned  the  immortal  hooour  of  having  happily  iiknw 
tmted  a  principle  so  ^sential  to  indiridual  peace, 
and  so  admirably  fitted  to  be  a  comer-stone  fbrtlie' 
erection  of  a  sound  and  liberal  system  of  political 


^Oiild  he  preserved  for  sTer,.to  give  ja^t  coiu)0[4iaw4'>^ 
Qolf  of  tbe  Qovamouaeiamtofik»  ^eiicb  fien^«tiw»  .bdttpf 
tl)9,grBat  need  for  it.  , 
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«KiraitAa, 'immoauvTKQn.  xcis 

'  iotftomy,  should  bin*e  h^cfnne  th«  butt  6f  acri- 
■aoDJouB!  deasaKh— shouM  have  been  aoened  «€ 
designs  utterly  at  variance  with  the  whole  scope 
and  'tendency  of  his  reasoning  !  Can  we  suppose 
that  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Godwin,  and  a '  swai'itt  of 
inferior  aot^Kwbo  bav^  been  the  viruj^nt  qnd  .b)ipfl 
opIioHers  of,  Mr.  MBkbuat.  were  vtgvd  90  by  me«^ 
|MitaikMiiie'  or  mpitef^^'ir^'  WMUTiag  ita  libaralifyx? 
CHtalnty  ftot.  Bcrtti''Y(rtmg  artd  G«dwit»  "tfere  *w 
nevolent  men  ;'  but  they  caught  uji  a  wrong  sc^f, 
and  gave  tongue  to  an  erring  pureuf.1  *.  .      i 

■  *  Th«  AM4  vtMtriMM-  M  6«i)UTiAar',  182(H'  (tod  ANIIf 
UktiKr^t  Mr!  aj&Wvt/'*'}MyH>A  Itp^anA  «^'  Ae'Mh|eit'-iff 
PopalatiMt.  I  intaiedMAty  ^erased  k,  sba  emiM'  nn  'brif 
excUiming,  Alaa  1  poor  Qodwin.  Sucli  a  compound  afmtHiaim 
WH'oMtalnlrmWtiH^MieatcdtotbepubHe}  %«t'^«tig» 'Maty,' the 
plA|ic  «MertdiiM  for  it  MsptJct.  1  lUld  prepared  ith  e!>p<«S;'  Tl)» 
fiUubti^  itHViMr-  hob  tairti  im  tbs  tMiAW  at  pradvdiag'kj 
Om«{  Mr.  CMivik's  sc(Hiit(S«ei«t<nis  on  Mh  MaltlMs  U  ctMrsMj 
(kal  wUch  oftHM  the  nffiA  foMcHaH  sT  pMjlte  iaibfc  UMiail 
*itR  af  Anwrioj  MK  M^  bat  Httt  kJl'refted'  Mlflcittml(f  «i>tM 
iammw m liam  qUaW*  ftoa  wargf^fem,  uDfr.  Gbdirfn'obMNVK 
VU  wniflMAaMM'teW  &  deMtMM  slreHtn  CtfeletttMeiflftWiS^'^flA 
tkfliK  froH  the  «ld  MltlMfffitii,  Ttie  sttppty-rifFoMcd  ib  (hf9'Wk<^ 
bjr  Mew  Sdgta^A  iH  iMjtrtid  bdteP;  and  yet  Netr  Sngtatid 
MmlnrtMt  4il«(4MlMfr4ij  |k^hti<Hi,ntilWMiMuidii^  A^dAln.  1 
iiudb<iM[iiM«3«a  to  «i8;  tt%AlriwMnfg  throngh'tllai'ceiA^; 
Mr.-MtrtttW  Ittd  rid  nMd  oPpMffttfag  t6  tte  'vrt9Sl*biWelli't6 
p|i^»4batf>«fKA«IOD  ineremCSrtrfiiiHy'itt  Anj^cb;  Hte'i^MMM 
iMB'tMaMe;  4)tyoiit«B7  ovef^Mck:  Maiftind,  I  ImVe  rio'dfiiftrt; 
iai^t<UAbt«'tiirirfltRtftMf  every  AReAa  years,  nbder  raVtniHibM 
aiMUiitftttA.  flinitHnBtUfliiBftMfkVtlursblle'in  Atabrteiadt-tlitf 
oeHtwqMwatot'i*  ^tWHtjdt;-  lb  fffOOtft^'t^enffidr  df  iW^'Sutt(f<rflit^ 
Vali,  gain  fSTfOCPK  fllii'  uriSlO  gaffe «tf0,054;  anA  HM'  erf 
gS 
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C  0KMBBAI,  INTROOtTCTION. 

Locking  dispassioaately  to  the  coQtroveraywbicfa 
the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Malthu*  aUrted»  I  think  wc 


1820,  about  1 ,400,000  iohabitaati.  I  refer  to  this  State,  becauw  one 
halfof  it  connsts  oFold,  and  one  half  of  newcountiy.  New  York, 
Albany,  and  Schenectady,  are  among  the  oldest  towns  b 
America;  and,  eo  far,  the  country  wa«  Mttlod  at  a  rery  early 
period*  Befne  the  rerolutioD,  agricultural  lettlamBnt  had  advaacri 
only  partially  to  Utica  and  Borne,  then  called  Forts  Sc^ylcr 
and  ^tanwiz.  In  17K  there  waa  nothing  like  a  road— notbin; 
but  Indian  paths  west  of  Whiteaiown,  a  village  situated  between 
Utica  and  Rome.  The  Geneasee  country  contained  in  17S0  only 
900  souls,  utcluding  tiavellers  and  surroyors,  wilh  their  atteadaDtt. 
Ssnntaen  ooutitiea  are  now  i'ormed  oat  of  the  wettna  part  of  New 
Yoric  MUte,  which  in  1780  was  a.wildOEQess.  In  1800,  tbais 
OOnnUescoatiiiwd  69fl90,  in  1810, 329.148,  and  is  ISSCt, 
inh^itanti. 

The  mass  of  Americaiis  are  fament  depending  chieSy  on  their 
own  mennallaboor  for  sabeist^icet  which  snbnttence-can  be'pio- 
cnr«d  for  two  or  thnp  hours  labour  per  day.  Themomeot  that  the 
fOB  of  an  Ameridin  farmer  is  free  from' his  Mher'iooDtrOul,  whiab 
be  is  (A  31  years  of  «g«,  bo  can  have  a  ftmt  of  hia  owo.  A  wife  is 
put  of  Ute  neceesaiy  stock ;  and  it  is  needless  to  wgite  time  wiA 
laying  more.  It  must  beself^identtoalt,  that  ihaincreaseiagraat 
PopnlatioD,  I  am  convinced,  bowerer,  iQcreasee  faster  m  New 
England  than  it  does  in  Indiana  and  lUiaoii.  ,  The  art  of 
•ettlemmt  ba»  jiev^  yet  been  understood, :  and  the  wasteful  way  io 
which  wild  lands  have  been  disposed  pi,  ha^  poiitribut«d  greatly  to 
ebeck  that  d^ee  of  comlbrt,  and  ease,  wluch  is  {avonraUe  to 
breeding  and  nursing.  In  the  woods,of  America,  young  wives  art 
often  injured  in  their  bnldvby  the  hardships  inddMit  to  the  £at 
jwars  of  settlement.  A  young  fellon;,  of  New  England,  takes  to 
himself  a  wife,  and  baxing  a  ^nm  (paii)  of  bones,  furniture  for  a  li% 
hooio,  and  a  few  barrels  of  Sour,  pork.  See,  packs  bis  allin  a 
rovu'uiofaic  waggon,  and  sets  out  on  a  joiime];  offiwhuodTedmiles 
to  make  a  pibA  in  (he  woods.    The  poor  woman  is  icarcoly  at 
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GBHBffUE.  INTRODlKtriOM.  ci 

may  diteem  whence  hts  arJBeoitlie  i4itegBi<>f  Op- 
position. Mr,  Malthosipushes  home  his  abstract 
cesaoning  Um  atoically.  He  dwells  too  much  on 
gloomy  results:  he  attributes  these  results  to» 
much' to  the  innate  weakaess  of  humanity  :  he  re- 
gardstoo  little  the  oonsiequenoes.of yicio^s , instir 
tuJions  :-'  he  almost  seems  lodoat  on  the  idea  that 
tlie.-«oiiditipn  of  man  is  -faopeleas :  he  cheers  us  too 
IHtfe  lwith!the  view  of  improvement ;  and  he  is  too 
rash,. in  asserting  that  the  poor  should  be  deprived 
of  their  right  df  maintenance  for  children,— a  right 
which  circumstances  have  cre^^d  and  time  con- 
firmed,— without  duepreparation  and  5iirequivalent. 
When  Mr.  Malthus  speaVs  of  denying  to  the  poor 
their  right  to. public  support,  he  reflects  not  a  mo- 
ment on  rights,;  both  natural  and  acquired,  which 
^ve  been  gmdaally.  filched  irom.  them,  and  in  lieu 
(^whkh  th^  riffkt--  which  they  now  enjoy  is  the 
wretched  substitute.  '  If  Mr.  Malthus  WHI  make  a 
fair  baigain  with  the  poor,  not  only  for  what  has 
been  stolen  from  them,  but  which  the  progress  of 


home  when  sbe  is  confinedp-not  in  the  ttrato ;  for  till  the  -second 
feu  nothing  bo  comfortable  as  straw  can  be  procured:— the  ia 
confined  on  a  miserable  stamp  bed,  moat  scantily  furnished)  while 
an  ill-made  earthen  floor  is  daijip  from  mom  to  night;  while 
mnskilDes  are  huzzinj;  in  every  direction  ;  and  all  the  neij^hbour- 
hood  is  in&cted  with  an  agnish  efllDTia,  |drawn  forth  by  the  sun's 
heat,  acting  for  .the  first  Qmeon  the  crude  vegetable  matter  of  the 
new  cleared  Jand.  Snch  situations  sre  not  ibe  best  nurseries.  It 
is  the  old  seUlemenU  which  produce  and  rear  most  children,  and 
OW  England,  if  all  was  right,  could  fulfil  God's  commands— could 
multiply  and  replenish  the  earth  as  ffffit  as  New  England  does.  - 
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^i  6*M«AAL  INTKOIMMJrPlAII. 

^IViKiatlOn  has  dbewti  tobt  Dscedwry  and  pref«r 
for  ^hetn  to  {MiMefls;  I*  for  one,  sbaill  adont  tfaf 
Memest  fiddpticHi  of  his  proposal  i  I  vroulii  cut  off 
their  i;)Aitti  of  right  to  public  support,  both  root 
:(nd  brtmeh  :  I  irould  not  wdy  do  this,  but  enact 
si  IHW,  1>y  which  cbaritftble  foundatioDB  should  be 
^i^ed;  aad  erriA^  b«tlevoIeBce  kefit  in  check :  I 
Wdtfld  suffisr  no  soeieti^e  to  b«  formed  for  reJuviag 
diiitress ;  nay,  were  thei  streets  strewed  with  the 
Vltjtidis  of  vice  fend  miwryt  I  would  say,  cvlet  the 
de*d  bury  the  dead'i" 


...  *  At  t^cxi  (0  shew  'thf^  I  bAve  been  long  a  steady  4i^jd«  of 
Mr.  Ma^thus,  and  that  my  eye  has  not  been  suddenly  beat,  eitiier 
qn  a  narrow,  or  too  rigid  reform  oF  the  poor  laws,  J  AaA  ft«» 
qu<}t6  twb  passages  out  of  fcWok,  pnbbslMa  by  Boei  la'^tOt- 
"  itoit  Vrittter  I  vw  d«ii^taed  witt  ^'{mhubI  of  Hdkfan  «b 
ft^ulNtim.'  Tfaat  work  jiaitettJHdl  my^Ptfha.  ^Nr  t^wV 

U.'HI  of  vtr'VPUf  ratmf}'^  I  (»n  spy  t]fat  I-^m  ijerfeetly  contented  to 
live ; — if,  under  this  law,  I  fe^l  my  dignity  aa  a  fnan  more 
complete; — if,  from  its  moat  thbrotigh  elucidation,  I'^id  iny^ 
4{i))ta  «t  ease,  botL  in  my  p"''*''"1  and  rdigiDUii  pniuapleB,  I  .trust 
that  Mi.  Malthua  will  cgnsicler  it  no  %ttery  in  me  to  declare  my 
opinion,  ijiat  he  is  worthy  of  the  bigh^t  honour  of  his  country." — 
Page  30,  .  Again,  "  If  the  people  of  Engird  <u«  Dot  educated, 
nutery  and  the  poor-ratea  must  continue  tq  increase  among  them  ; 
Bi)4  ,Mr-  Mallhiv's  recipe  for  bringing  back  the  people  to  industry, 
*  wi]l  l>e,Tai,9;  for  the  pec^le  of  jBn^land,  1  a(n  certain',  K;ould  not 
aU,o^  Pa^liameo^  \Q  declare  the  right  of  relief  void.  Tn(kt  right  is 
jitne,  not  fqim^ed  by  l^w  only,  bat  bjr  n^tn^.  lEr^ry  soraety  Ji 
^uad>  ^»  .^''■'^i  ^  t^.^  !^^  <°f  certaiq  unfortunates :  it  is  tile 
tuNDeaa  of  society  to  iwdw^e  .t^iese  in  number  ^s  triupli  as  possible 
by  fair  roea^s:  w^ateVBi  bwpeas  ifi  the  voild,  the  abstract  virtue 
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Tbere  niv  two  i^rand  prii]oi|4.c8  whii^  loiiBe^ineB 
to  aotion,  oeceuity  and  ambition;  and  in  atrafy' 
ctrdtzod  age^  when  all  men  s^ll  hate  fair  advjn»< 
taigm't  these  will  be  faimA  Sufficient  of  kb^aaelvef 
to  admit  of  rU  public  obaritiea,  *ad  df  every  thtag 
like  poor-laws,  being  set  aiide.  The  public  chari- 
ties and  paoMaws  of  Ebgbuid  hare,  indeed,  been' 
itBgreatcst  cuiac.  They  bare  weakened  the  eflRnts 
oi  lurtiira:  they  hare  bhtnted  the  spiir  of  naota* 
si^,  .aBd'takea  ftom  minbitioii  its  luie.. 

"It'lannpottible  for-  any  inan  billy  to  conneine 
Uie  miacbJttf  whieb  has  ariaen  iifnn  tbb  p6or-laind 
of  E«gland,  witlk6ut  having  pat  in  cbmliBxisos  thci 
condition  of  tfac  ^ouktb  in  that-  ooaqtry  vith~ 
that  of  those  in  the  'Sister  luagdom.  It  wis  froaa: 
ample  praoDcal. experience  in  both  countries  that 
I  toade  up  sy  mind  as  to  tbeicauses  of  diffepenoe, 
■**tt[ve  eavaes  wliich.  have  brougbt  on  Engladd  a 
wemethafi  u^tess  expesfituO'e  of  eight  miUioas  tt 
year;-*--aaufles  vfbioft  niitrt  heilsiiidved  -befaretany 
gtreat  advance  can'  be  made  in  the  ioiprovcntoit,' 
mov^  Of  ptiysi<}al,of't&is  cmiiUry.  The  expdndi- 
ture  of  eight  millions  annually  by  do  means  indd- 
tibtee'  ibe  aOiouRt'of  evil  generated  by  the.S!^tfem 
of  tbe  |>AdrJaiw6.     While  that  sumiissquMidslBdv 


oCUUB  law  njBBt  .remain  ^ha  spme.V  Pages  123.an4  124..  This 
last  quotation  will  lake  fhe  edge  from  the  stern  decraralioh  in  the 
text :  nor  does  it  contradict  so  tadch  as  h  may' at  first  seen:  to  do,' 
the   principle  on  which  that  dodaration  rests.     Maskind   have 

» t»»l  for  digcuasioa  af^m  mnllwr jcafjiwa  .  '  .  .     '     ^ 
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double  that  is  lost  by  its  degrading  the  people,  and 
Irasening  their  exerttons.  Having  travelled  far 
aod  wide»  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  since  my 
return  from  America,  I  have  had  occasion  to  notice 
H  striking  difference  in  the  respective  counties 
under  the  present  agricultural  distress.  In  Eng- 
land  this  is  felt  far  beyond  what  it  is  in  Scotland. 
Felitions  for  relief  pour  into  Fadiament  from  all 
parts  of  Englapd,  while  few  or  none  have  appeared 
from  Scotland.  This  greater  urgency  in  a  great 
measure  springs  from  the  growing  evil  of  the  poor- 
Wws.  '.Markets  are  equally  bad  every  where;  but 
hi!  Scotland  the  exertions  of  labourers  ino^ase 
with  the  pressure.  There,  the  labourers  share  with 
t^  ftrtner  his  distress.  They  become  more  obe« 
dient  to  his  will:  they  enable  him  to  do  more 
with  smaller  means ;  and  their  wages  fall*.  In 
England  it  is  all  the  reverse.  Here  there  is  no 
spring  for  industry.  In  hard  times  the  potn-  have 
no  increased  stimulus  to  toil ;  but  fall  heavier  and 
heavier  as  a  toad  on  their  employers,  while  tbdr 
employers  become  less  and  less  able  to  support 
hem. 

Farming  in  England,  from  1809  till  1817,  I 
could  hire  an  English  ploughman  for  ^19  and  his 
victuals,  while  the  current  rate  in  Scotland  was 
from  4l8  to  £90;  and  such  was  the  superiority  of- 
the  Scotch  in  point  of  sobriety,  steadiness,  and 
fidelity,  that  I  could  afford  to  bring  them  from  the 

'  *  Pknigfainai's  wages  h»e  hWm  in  Scotland  from  £l9  and  ' 
^gSO  per  aoimm  to  £8  and  J^O  sioce  difl  peace. 
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north,  and  pay  them  even  upwards  of  £90  per 
annum;  nor  would  lhave.limited  my  number  of  im- 
ported labourers,  but  for  the  necessity  of  employing 
parish  poor,  who,  whether  employed  or  not,  I  was 
bound  to  maintain*.  ThisdiSerenceclearlyarose  from 
the  different  circumstances  in  which  the  labourers 
of  the  respective  countries  ,faad  been  trained  up. 
In  the  one  country  they  received  eddcatibn,  Were 
inspired  with  feelings  of  independence,  and  cne- 
rished  hope  of  getting  on  in  the  world.  In  the  other, 
without  education  or  laudable  ambition,  they 
had  no  inclination  to  exert  themsdves  either  for 
character  or  gain.  To  better  their  condition,  one 
only  shift  was  left  them — to  marry,  and  procreate 
children,  in  proportion  to  thenumber  of  whom  their 
proportion  of  parish-pay  was  increased.  While  I 
marked  the  real  difference'  in  point  of  econcMuy, 
which  sprung  from  the  mere  training  of  labourers: 
while  I  observed  the  effects  of  this  better  training 
in  improving  the  mora!  qualities,  the.  enjoyment, 
and  respectability  of  the  Scoteh>  I  had  the  Adlest 
conviction  from  esperi^ice,  that  the  natural  dispo- 
sitions of  the  English  were  superior  to  tho.<ie  of  my 
countrymen;  and  I  more  and  more  deprecated  the 
infernal  systeni  of  perversion  and  debasement. 
What  such  a  damning  system  would  ultimately 
come  to,' has  been  long  evident;  but  only  now 
begins  to  be  impressive,  from  its  consequences ; 

*  I  bare  beud  it  lUted  u  a  (act,  that  four  out  of  fire  ikhmobi- 
misHoned   officers  in  the  army  are  Scotch.    It   can  raadily  be 
-    aKeitained;  and  is  truly  worthy  of  r«flec|ion. 
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and  weM  will  it  be,  if  pwssent  o<ms6qoeBCes  A>ree 
on  a  remedy,  while  w'orse  hsve  not  ens  ued. 

Ttie  grand  question  is,  How  can  Mhe  system  <Jf 
rfW' poOT-jlawe  be  ctwnged?  Mr.  Malthus  having 
made  g'ood,  his  abE4r»ct  positioH, — having  al-lowed 
tkit  **  tfie  tffstetn  <tf  the  poot-taws- is  an  evil,  in  com- 
pvria^n-  of  ivittcA  the  rtatitmat  debti  wilk  alt  its 
terrorvt  it  of  UiUe  moment,"  titd  being  alarmfed 
m\t^  »tha  prospect  &f  a  momtrom  deformity  fli 
sodetj/,"  proposes  a  law,  by  which  the  chiliii'en  of 
Ae  poor  should  cease  to  be  relieved ;  and  that  to 
render  this  law  -  palatable,  a  sermon  should  be 
preached  on  the  subject  at  the  solemnization  of 
marriage^,'  '  How  strange,  that  a  man  should  hare 
X  headeo clear  for  abstract  reasoning,  and  eye*  so 
flistt 'to  the  consequences  .which  would  certainly 
epw*t«poiv  the^ery  fim  attempt  to  put  such  a 
Isw.m  execulldtit  As  well  might  Mr.  Malthns, 
after  a  trwn  of  abBtract 'deductions,  propose  to  do 
away,  by  mefelsw  and  ceremony,  with'  kiiigfs, 
wbtun  t&e  madriesS  of  die  people,  superetittott,  tf- 
™ony,babits,and 'prejudice*,  haw  eonfirmetfbri  their 
thoones.  Most  c«rtaiA}y~,  civil  war  and  bl60dshed 
wbiild-be  the^cot>s<queni:e  bf  any  such  attempt;  as 
.we^l  in-ihe  on0:oa3e-as)n  the.othei-.  The  poor'of 
fingiand  might  not  have  bad  an  inherent  right  to 
inaintttnancefar'  ctiitdreB;  and  ff  a  dear  under- 
st«>ding 'bad 'been  held  -in'  bar  of  'such  right,'  u^- 
<io«btedly  it  woaid  have  been  welt  to  have  main- 
tiiiwdi'it^  but  now,  that  botlf  law  and  pi'actice. 
t*ave' maide  good  this  dgfet ;— notV,  that  circum- 
stances have  rehd'ered  it  necess^y,  the  case  is  erir 
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tiffily.J^Dg^f}*  <T;be  wffit  of  the  poor  for  maiu- 
tenance  can.nQ:lCi99«r  be  dw«  w^y^  w^ith  by;flW!?e 
words.  Si]b4^u>ti«4»  bave  been:  talua  iiK>m  the 
poor,  and  svb^tatjtiaU  muaX  bfi  returned,  if  further 
sacrifices  ar^  tO  be  nqqiied  of  them;  nor  q^n  even 
this  changis.. be  effected  wtUiouC  cautKtv$  pnepBra- 
ti(^  arid  liberal  treatment. 

Though  iny  main  pursuit  in  r^qioving.fronL  Scot- 
land to  £t)gland»  was  to  exanjine  into  ^be  causes, 
and  contrive  i^emjedies  for  the  evils  9f  the  pooi^lav 
system,  it  was  several  years  before  I  could  make 
up  my  mind  on  aoy  point.  For  two  y&as  I  inter* 
fered  little  in.  pwivcbial  managepient ;  j^ieeplng, 
however,  a  watchful  eye  ower  those  who  did  in- 
terfere. The  tbinj  ypar  I  b^ic^we  oiie  of  tb?  over- 
seers, and  g%y,e  ^Wfiytp  ^tttintion  to,  every  paf|ticWar. 
In-„W^^jre,;  and  some,  coupti^s  rojj,nd,  .a.§|y3tiem 
of  regulating  ,t|i^  wages  of  ,labpur»  w.a^  coiqp/.etel^ 
matured  and.apted,.v\ppni.  fJjii»p,aWl|ifJS?  per  week 
w^  d^clared-,tQ,be.the|iay  of|^;,j(abpj*r^  in_.)Vilt- 
shire,  though  i^  Fifeshire.  0*001  whence  J  ^d  qoipe, 
ti^elve  sbilliogs  per'V^ek',.and  o^teh  moi^,  Was  the 
customary  ratej  As  nine  ;9l)ining^  per  we^k  (;oul(I 
not  maintain  a  .inaji}  wi.th  a'  faipily.  the  rulq  w^'s  to 
alloi^  hihj'to'appiy  to  the'  overseer,  when  'he'Tiaii 
more  than  tw,o  chilijreni  fof  ^ddifidrial  piay,  Mfhicb 
was  thus  regulated.,  First,  the'  man's  .wages'.were 
8eta9wq,  vjzl :  '  '  .  '  ,  .  '. '  '.!/.- 9s.' Oiil  "^ 
Tben  a  vatue  was  put  on  the'labour 

of  his  wife,  say       .        .        .         .30 
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Brought  over      19«.  Od. 

Then  an  inquiry  was  made,  at  to  how 

'  much  each  child,  above  aeTen  years 

of  age,  earned,    and   that  ^as  set 

dowp;«By  3«.  for  one,  3i.  for  another, 

and  Is.  per  week,  for  a   third— in  all     6      0 

18     0 
Then  the  whole  family  was  numbered ;' 

say  man,  W)f6,  three  children  above 

ieven  years  old,  and  three  under'  ' 
'  that  age, — in  all  eight  persona;  for 

eftch  of  whom  the  selling  price'  of  a  '"     ' 

'    gallon  loaf,  with  3d.  in  addition,  was 

allowed.  '  If  the  gallon  loaf  was  3s.* 

then  there  was  to  be  reckoned  94fl. 
'    for  loavea,  and  the   3d.  to  each   of 

eight  persons,  9s.  making       .       in  all  96    0 ' 
From  which  sum  the  earnings  of  the 
'    family  were  dedubted,  leaving  a  ba- 
'■  lance  to  be  paid  by  the  Overseer,        8    0 

The  glaring  error  in  this  part  of  the  system  was 
setting  the  wages  of  the  labourer  too  low.  In 
England  the  habits  of  labourers  were  not  so  eco- 
nomical as  in  Scotland:  ,  in  England,  labourer* 
really  required  more  money  to  maintain  them ; 
but  here  io  England  tbey  had  greatly  less:  here  a 
nominal  price  was  set  upon  labour,  3s.  per  week 
.  below  what  it  was  naturally  worth   in  Scotland. 

*  With  the  aboTfl  example,  the  riile  will  be  lufficiently  nndei^ 
stood.'  Tha  gallon  iMf  liUiiig  10  Si.  6<1.  or  3s.,  lowered  parish 
psr  in  t»opo(tioa. 
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There  wiw  no  difficulty  in  correcting  this  emw. 
Aa  flooo  as  1  got  to  be  overseer  of  the  poor,  I 
reckoned  the  labour  of  every  nble-bodied  mao  at 
19<. ;  and  thus,  at  a  single  stroke,  not  only  lessen- 
ed parish  pay  and  pooi>tBte8f  but  did  infinite  good 
otherwise.  The  poor  themselves  were  quite  pleas- 
ed with  this  change:  not  so  the  farmers;  who 
aa  soon  as  I  was  out  of  office  reduced  wages  to  9t'- 
per  week.  The  fanners  had.  a  reason  for  this; 
but  it  was  founded  on  ignorance;  and  to  ignorance 
and  bad  reaaonii^  we  may  safely  ascribe  a  full  half 
of  all  this  world's  misery.  By  holding  doivn  the 
nominal  wages  of  married  men  with  m(M%  than 
two  childreni  the  farmers  had  chiefly  in  view  to 
hold  down  die  real  ws^es  of  single  men,  add  those 
who  had  leas  than  three  children ;  and  they  really 
made  good  their  point,,  to  the  great  injury  both  of 
themselves  and  l^Murers.  Thus,  while  statute^ 
laws  have  been  framed  to  prevent  manufacturing 
labourers  fFomcomhtaiog  to.  raise  their  pay,  a  most 
powerful  combination,  ratified  by  the  magisttacy  of 
Englvid^  was  at.work  to  keep  down  husbandry 
labour  below  .itfi.proper  level ;  and  thus  it  was  that 
I:,CQUld  hire  ap  English  .ploughman  foe  £l3.p»' 
aonum,  while  Icpuld  not  hire  a  Scotch  ploughman 
of  the  sanie  appearance  at  less  than  £l8.  It  will 
naturoUy^be  asked,  why  should  an  unincumbered 
Eoglisb.  ploughman  submit  to  this?  And  the 
question  must  be  solved  by  looking  to  a  variety  of 
points;  and  gathering  causes  from  all  of  them. 
The  wbol^of  the  south  of  England  was  subjected  to 
the  .cursed,  artificial  system  of  which  a  part  now 
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appears^  'A  ^ril«d  yonttg  «an  mi|^  tiwrl^'  a 
hua'diH  otiles  before  becould  ^etbe}!oB«t  lte:4tmft 
4f  the  agviduliltirtil  ccnbiaBtioa;  atid  th^ -Were 
few  spirited  young'  men  >  in  a.  country!  "wiwetfii 
kiamofvhe  peo^il  could  not  read  endmiili^.:  :.f  Ho 
«*nt  jof  bapBttl  energyj  coriieqoent  6fci  the-«B«-i«k' 
^dbeaticin,  -aided'  by  attMhmeat  ito  4lM  fltii«e  of 
biFth,  ]<eIationb,  frkndv,  aDdsdlt'ineM  io-hslma- ti 
btdoteiice,  caught  froth  wlnti  theyi  saw!  orauttd; 
them,  aH'  coi^spired'  to-ensiaine  labourers,  «iid!tn> 
kmble  faitmen  to  tl'mmp'ti:  over  tfaeiop  ia  a -inbet 
iMHiickHis  viotoiy. '  ^ith  a  few  'seDnbte.'ptepIe> 
I  cbtild-pMvail  byiFeasobidgrandiobtwD^eonifesHiHiv 
if)fet"k^piDg'diMm -wages  by  ariaflce,  w^SiWrm^ 
and'iinthnfty;  bat  tbeiie  was  no  getting  anyi bbtly 
of  faitn^  to  actm  the  face  of  esCaiiiti  shed  ptRciieff/ 
WbiMwSecrtJand,  i  wab  in  the  habit  iofadvertSti 
fflwgfo*'  labdurert  when  •  pushed  by  '^tctntot^ubfy 
Oeed^  Bf  the  ^iavple  means  of  a'  dozen' '6r  t#0^ 
Ilrinted  notfceB,  stack  op  at  pablic  pldces,  I  tiMc' 
Hod*  hniMlffid  ita^»  oome  immediatdy  t»'  my 
aid?  and^  by  anch  timely  aid,  I  hav«  rqieat^y 
sttt*^  my  «i'Gp  fnom  destruction',  add  hanre^ed  i«^ 
at  itbe.  tefybest  moment  of  ticae.  In  England^ 
.beingiw  fvantof  an^  eswaordittary  number  of  hsj** 
ttlbketi,  after  a  tract  sf  Wet  we&thier,  I  wrote  out  * 
ibw  adMernuMeots,  4Ad  had  them  etuA  up  id'tbe 
adghboaring  villages;  but  what  ensued i?^My 
advettUwttieotg  wete  puHed'  down  by  the  *^iAe«i' 
tJwy  '*€«  exhifcfted  next  mnketday,  iw  oidtff- tfti 
dtb^nK^MM-  and  AAtMj  men,  whose  Iga^nMcti  m^ 
bttcbed*)!  Aad  <t(Mipeir,  were  notuBily  isulby.    Htfrt? 
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tsscopA  for  aieMt  refl6ctmi>.  finglikh  kbouv^ni . 
I  hiave  sEiid,  have,  iHitti*&Jly,  better  dis^itioa^ 
than  my  couatFynven..  I  found  tb^sameof  £«kg1(^h 
fanners,  where  not  ittittvatetl  i«  t4ie  ttiod  t>#  bud 
practices,  or  accustomed  to  lord  it  over  the  poor. 
Just  hi  proportroii,  mifce^,  ok  men  of  all  sorts  are 
independent  of  each  other,  so  mach  morfe  W^li'they 
be  well  disposed  and  kindly  to  each  other.  .'la 
Wiltshire,  the  farmers,  in  many  respects,  were,  ex- 
CQ^«qt  men.  I  Temember  them  with  the  warmesj^ 
tit%af4a  and  Mve.the  telicitj.^tis  J&|i9Wv  tiiat  I  ego, 
»ot&)ii^ttett83Ebifi«iiriiti  tbatecwnty ;  'b«t  In^na^ 
say  that,  to  the  poor,  some,  even  of  the  beat  61 
tbem^  w^re  tot^Jly  without  feeing.  How  di^s- 
rent  didl^find  rt  in  Lincokuhii^ -twenty  y^eiffB  9ga, 
Theat,  ftHUen  mere,  ^  their  labourere^  tbe  Wainhi- 
est  ad)in>«ate0v  1  shall  berer  itirget  the' oorfsaiot^ 
allud«d  to  pa^  itcii,  whePe  it  is  said,  "  a  nnmefous 
meeting  of  farmfers  Sigried  theh-  entire  approbation 
of  the  systerti.**" 

While  dining  with  a  large  party  at  Brigg,  I  mad« 
known  my  errand  into  Lincolnshire.  I  said  th4( 
Government  had  in  view  to  make  arrangemepts 
tbtooghom  England,  for  providing  eve^y  poor  m3n 
with  the  means  of  keeping  a  cow,  and  that  I  had 
been  sent  to  inquire  whether  the  practice  in  Lin- 
colnslli^eand  RutTand  had  been  attended  witb  good 
effects.  1  shall  never  forget  the  burst  of  approba-- 
tibn  which  instant!)^  proceeded  from  all  present, 
(fftd  tftiiik  I  yet  see  the  kindly  flashes  w^hich  w^-e 
darted  fJom  eye  to'Wj^6;  Being  loth  to  lo&e  so  good' 
SB  ttpportunity  af  giving  sKtisftictioil  to"  thy  em- 
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ploy^s  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  I  called  for 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  wrote  out  a  certificate, 
which  waa  instantly  aigned  by  eveify  man  present ; 
.  and  which  I  shall  here  [^>duce. 

Brigg,  JJncoltuhire,  19th  Ftb.  1801. 
We,  the  undersized,  farmers  in  th^  neighbourfaood  of 
lias  place,  where  it  is  very  conunon  to  allow  Cottagers  land 
for  the  keep  of  a  cow,  &c,  give  it  as  our  opinioa  tliat, 
enabling  snch  people  to  keep  one  cow,  &c.  is  a  measure 
franght  with  excellent  effects.  To  flie  ftanilies  of  the 
cottagers  it  adds  mach  comfort :  to  the  conntry,  contented 
people ;    wid  to  onnetTes,    better  and  more   contented 


JRoB.  Holgate 
7\  Oow/fon 
Wm.  Sergeant 
Bob.  Smith 
JoAnJytdWbon 
JohA  Firth 
John  Brown 
i.  Latorence 
Thoa.  Marret 
Wm,  Barnard 


Thea.  Kirk 
Jos.  During 
Oao.  Sotoderhg 
Wm.  Butter 
Oeo.  Maw 
Wm.  Rickardson 
■  Wm.  Botterill 
Tho3.  Broohs 
Jos.  Atkinson 
J.  Parkinson 


Vtomton  CartKright 
Hath.  Wow 
John  Marshall 
Rich.  Roedky 
John  UppUiig 
Wm.  Hargrove 
Wm.  Broion 
Thos.  West 
Martin  Prankish 


I  hope  the  greater  part  of  these  worthy  men  are 
stiil  alive,  and  I  doubt  not,  would  be  still,  and 
equally,  willing  to  speak  in  favour  ^f  the  poor. 

Looking  back  to  the  parish  reckoning  for  the 
pay  of  labour,  jt  maybe  observed,  that  while  9s. 
per  week  was  the  nominal  pay,  labour  was  in  faqt 
high.  A  Scotch  labourer  got  13s.  and  was  left  .to 
his  shifts,  whatever  was  the  number  of  his  children. 
Supposing  hi?  wife  and  children  only  earned  to. 
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faim  a»  much  as  did  those  of  the  Englisb  pauper, 
he  would  hare  5s.  lem  to  live  upon,  £>r  5i.  would 
be  saved  to  the  public  directly ;  but  this  viiible 
and  dvect  saviuf  M  the  public  of  6$.  was  very  far 
from  beit^  the  actual  saving.  While  the  S<Mtl«ii 
labourer  was  paid  a  fair  price  for  his  labour,  beinf 
a  freeman,  he  did  more  for  that  1S<.  than  the  £i^. 
lish  labourer  did  for  9i.  in  proportim;  and  er«rf 
nember  of  bi<  firaitly,  left  to  themselTea,  were 
more  pvofitaUy  employed  than  tfatwe  of  the  Eag^ 
lish  pauper,  wfao  bad  not  t^  sligfateM  interest  ia 
the  qoandty  ot  quality  of  the  woric  they  peiibrnied. 
Tito  wife  and  children  «f  tiie  Scotofa  labotwen 
would  fully  n^e  up,  by  their  greater  labour,  the 
amcnnit  of  B»^  paid  «tit  of  poor-rates;  aii41 
thus  it  tnay  be  seen,  t4iat-  by  a  pitiful ^&tA,  to  DHke 
wt^es  appear  ]ow  ia  Bogland,  for  the  base  parpoH 
of  diaunisbtng  th«  wages  of  those  not  entitled  t« 
pari^  aid,  the  price  of  iabour  was  actually  increas- 
ed, Md  eracy&ittbingoftiie  pariah  pay— the  S«.  wit« 
mcxely  wasted,  wbile  tb«  Sccrtsh  kbower  had  IS*. 
perweek,ithe  Ea^isb  laboucer  would  bavcMquised 
■14*.  owing  to  his  less  kbri&y  modes  of  iiriag ;  aad 
I  fcttow,  tluitif  t^Mj  bad  been  allowed  to  tkaw  «a 
itiiM  much,  tiiey  would  not  only  hsure  made  oe 
oompkint  'to  the  parish  ;  but  every  man,  womaa 
and  cdtjld,  left  &ee  to  ^amenbaistaMje  in  ptukportioo 
to  efxettiou,  wonld  hwrp  been  not  only  ■ooateu^ed^ 
bot  faav*  done  ^ncte  for  tfaemsdviest  and  itaoM  Sar 
ot^en.  Intheporibh-ci' Wily.uBLdertiie  faetitiaus 
VfWtem  ^Mce'cstablisbed,  it  was  ttuty  dvgiiatsif  io 
aee  ooQMqMDoes.  One  Amily,  with  a«iaak'«id 
h 
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good>fiHwnothiog  creature  at  thefaead  of  it,  not  worth 
4s.  per  week,  yet  valued  at  95.  and  rendered  as 
comfortable  in  his  living  as  the  strongest  and  best 
nun,  whose  labour  was  worth  14a.  The  difference 
between  the  natural  and  factitious  system  was  best 
proved  in  cases  where  piece-work  could  be  agreed 
for.  In  doing  piece-work  I  had  English  labourers, 
who  surpassed  any  Scotchmen  I.  ever  employed  in 
the  same  way.  In  this  piece-work  the  labourer 
was  paid  according  to  his  exertion,  and  then,  in- 
deed, he  did  exert  himself.  My  English  mowers 
did  thdr  work  better  and  cheaper  than  Scotchmen 
could  dOf  and  they  earned  m<xe  for  themselves  at 
the  same  time.  An  industrious  Ei^lishman,  left 
to  himself)  will  work  harder  than  a  Scotchman,  for 
this  jreason,  that  he  desires  to  live  better  ;  but  as  a 
pauper,  all  that  stimulates  to  toil  is  set  aside ;  and 
the  heads-of  iinnilies  impov«nsfaed  and  dispirited, 
communicate  to  all  below  them  a  greater  a6d  a 
greater  degree  of  hopetesaneas,  indifference,  and  las- 
situde. Besides  raising  the  rate  of  men's  w^es, 
I  had  recourse  to  methods  for  making  the  most  of 
the  women  and  children,  for  whom  the  parish  had 
to  provide.'  For  the  first  two  months,  much  oppo- 
sition was  made  to  all  my  measures;  but,  as  they 
were  sanctioned  by  magisterial  authority,  all  was 
established ;  and  tbeie  was  not  another  word  of 
dispute,  either  with  the  poor,  or  their  mtaters, 
during  the  remainder  of  my  term  of  public  servibe. 
To  have  thoroughly  rooted  out  the  evil  in  a  single 
inanhted  parish,  was  out  of  the  question  ;  but 
th«K  wcn»  clearly,  modes  of  procedure,  wfaicb;  go- 
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Denlly  adopted  and  enforced,  would  have  got  quit 
of  much  mischief.  - 

I  have  said,  that  as  rood  as  I  was  out  of  officii 
9s.  was  substituted  for  13f.  in  recltoning  the  earn- 
JDgs  of  labour;  aud  not  only  was  this  miserable 
change  effected,  but  every  regulation,  whieh  I  had 
made  to  set  bounds  to  arbilxaiy  power,  was  set 
aside  by  my  successor;  while  the  jHune  magis- 
trates who  had  sanctioned  my  acts,  confirmed 
what  was  done  by  him  1 1  [ 

It  thus  became  vain  to  look  for  perman^it  im- 
provement, unless  the  magistrates  themselves  were 
overruled;  and  to  be  sure,  a  case  soon  occurred, 
to  shew  how  much  need  there  was  for  this,  and 
bow  far  oppression  could  proceed  under  the  pre- 
vailing system.  Merely  because  a  certain  poor 
woman  preferred  n>y  service  to  that  of  my  neigh- 
boursj  she  was  n^lected,  deprived  of  her  fair 
allowance  of  parish  pay,  and  nearly  famished.  As  . 
soon  as  I  beard  of  what  was  going  on,  I  espoused 
the  woman's  cause :  I  afforded  her  opportunity  of 
tayiag  her  case  before  the  magistrates;,  but  h^re 
she  found  qo  redress;  There- was.  but  ooecouSK 
left,  and  that  was  to  extort,  -by  shame,  what  could 
not  be  obtained  by  reason  and  laW.  I  had  the  poor 
woman  examined  before  the  clergyman  of  the 
parish,  and  printed  the  fi^Iowing  simple  statement 
ofhwcase.  ^ 
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Hvi  Gfet^feftAt  iNTfeoiVtrCTIOW. 

TtlElAt<9Ny  OP  P06)k  LAWS, 

EXEMPLIFIED. 


knglisrribn!  "rrs  votjn  littl^  Ali.]* 


A  WILTSHIKE  JiuticB  otsome  &me  bas  wkitt«b  ss 
if  be  knew  nothing  aSf 

GRINDING  THE  FACE  OF  THE  POOR, 

^3  pei^&pii  they  who  have  been  bom  in  darkness  ifaay  be 
exposed  for'not  Icnowing  it  fromligbt;  bat  such  obscnritly 
.vribo  woold  not.wishto  diiperBef — Behold  a  present  proof 
in  the  case  oif  poor  Bet  Beanam. 

She  is  well  known  in  the  parish' of  Wily,  as  being  a 
sober-minded,  inoffensive,  and  indmtrioas  woman.  Bet 
was  lately  seen  crying  by  herself,  which  excited  attefatiOD; 
for  she  bad  never,  in  aU  "ket  troAbles,  beeb  known  to  bi^ 
befor^,  beliigrenmrkibleYidr  patient  ^dnrsnce.  SHeWAs 
Ibrylng'&inn  mere  w^ikkiiete.  The  repovt  of  this,  drew  to 
h*r  tome  tittle  atteotioui,  and  afforded  her  an  oppoKonity 
df  diadofing  her  utnatidb.  She  bad  been  afflicted  with  a 
e  ii^deqt  to  women,  which  she  had  concealed  till 

B  la>t  pitch  of  endorance. 


*  Ttiese  words  were  nuiant  to  attract  notice,  agd  their  ^z^kh 
ntion  was  simply  this,— that  the  pooi  cf  England  after  bmng 
reduced  to  a  gallon  loaf  and  three-pence  per  week,  had  need  to 
loch  sharp  even  after  that.  I  know  that  there  are  people  who 
desire  to  see  the  poor  fed  soldy  on  potatoes. 

-I-  See  Mr.  Benett's  Letter  in  the  Salisbury  Journal,  23d  oS 
January,  1815. 
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Her  case  will  be  best  known,  end  more  readily  be- 
lieved, from  the  foUowing  declarotiop,  ipa(|e  rqi^  ^rit1«9 
dowD  t>efore  the  plergyman  of  the  pafjsh. 

^et  Bennam,  examined  before  the  Rev.  Mr.  BaU,  ^&- 
clare«,  that  she  was  taken  ill  ^ore  harvest,  and  1)88  net 
been  altogether  well  since,  "piat,  y^m  nn:r^}|,  having  no 
bed  clothes,  she  applied  to  t)ie  overseer  for  a  blanket,  bi)t 
he  refused  to  give  her  any.  ^be  then  ^reatene^  to  ff 
to  Salisbury  end  make  a  cojnplaiat,  ajid  l|^  s^d  {le  vo^ 
go  too,  and  soon  tire  her  of  going.  He  cEune,  hoijfeyer, 
next  day,  and  promised  (le  would  give  b^  one.  ^t??*!!^ 
^  ivontb  af^f ,  she  wa?  tol(|  i|  yfas  «ope  \ff  tbe  ca^^ 
and  t|iat  sb?  mig^t  gp  and  fe;tch  it.  AAar  ahe  had  ^^ 
blanket  aboi^t  ap  Jiour,  f|ie  yaa  seQJt  to  bfing  it  bscji,  aq^ 
it  WW  then  torn  in  two,  an^  she  |iad  the  fialf  given  to  )ier. 

$he  declares  that  s|ie  did  not  ,in  ordinary  make  ^o 
sbilliogs  per  week,  vrhich  was  not  the  ordinary  parjs);! 
^ow^ce;  but  ^at  she  did  not  li^e  to  apply,  £or  tfi^y 
always  made  so  many  words.  About  Christio^,  howoY^, 
during  the  snow,  she  and  Jlfory  -^<|con  appli^4  \^£9P^^ 
pn  i^ay  ^nnday.  The  Overseer  then  told  them,  they 
should  rather  pay  him  some  money,  for  be  was  dntitle^  to 
^1  l^^y  made  above  two  shillings' per  week* 

Bit  BtTUKtm  declared  she  had  made  but  one  shilling; 
(or  the  last  fortnight,  and  after  pressing  him,  he  gave  bier 
one  sbij^g,  and  the  other  woman  ^le  same,  "^^f  ^^ 
^ffS,  she  ijUd  not  apply  at  churcli  jTor  ^  mont^,  find^g  ^t  so 
d^agrefH^ble,  ^thou^  s^^  did  no;lm^e  the  paiish  a^o^- 
ftope.  $be  hajppened  to  have  a.  few  |>o.tatoM,  wl^c^ 
helpBd  her  ,to  live.  She  ip'ew  worse  and  wone  in  hOT 
Ji^^  Emd  found  jberself  necessitated  to  apply  on  tiie 
■  -^Slth  of  January.  Nanny  ^mith  was  then  with  her,  and 
each  of  them  bad  eamed.two  shillings  daring  the  last  lort- 
nu;ht,  Nanny  ^mith  was  much  more  able  to  wo^  than 
she,  yet  the  Oversew  gave  her  two  shillings,  and  Bet 
Bemum  only  lyif  Stt*^!^-  f^  *^  }f^^  f^^  shilliog  out 
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ia  her  band,  and  comphuned  that  she  had  not  lier 
alloiranoe;  but  he  refosed  to  give  her  any  more.  He 
ireek  after  this,  she  was  entirely  nnable  to  -do  any 
tiling,  and  she  got  one  shilling  and  six-pence  from 
Ute  parish.  On  the  13th  of  Febroary,  she  had  two 
■hillings  and  six-pence,  and  on  the  SSth  fonr  shillings. 
Whan  she  had  the  above  one  shilling  and  six-pence, 
viz.  on  Monday,  the  6th  of  February,  she  asked  the 
OTeraeer  to  let  her  have  the  Parish  Doctor;  bat  he 
told  her  to  wait  till  Sunday  next.  She  then  applied 
again,  bnt  he  wonld  not  allow  the  Doctor  to  see  her, 
saying' that  she  trauXA  do  better  -when  the  warm  weather 
oame,'  OtiTlidrsday^  the  16th,  she  called  on  Mr.  Gonr- 
lay,  end  had  a  letter  from  him  to  the  Overseer,  re- 
qaesting  him  to  ^ve  her  a  certifioate  to  appear  on 
Saturday  at  Salisbory  Hospital,  to  get  in  there,  wh«e 
she  might  be  taken  care  of.  She  went  immediately 
with  tills  letter  to  the  Overseer,  and  had  his  promise 
tliat  he  wonld  give  her  a  paper  next  day,  and  of  this 
■he  retained  to  inform  Mr.  6.  In  the  afternoon  of  IRiday, 
•he  vent  for  tiie  certificate,,  but  was  then  told  that  the 
parish  subscription  was  not  paid,  and  besides  that  she 
could  not  get  to  the  hospital,  till  she  had  been  examined 
by  the  parish-sorgeon. 

About  a  week  after  this,  she  was  sent  for  by  Mr. 
G.  who  after,  examining  her  as  to  all  this  treatment, 
desired  her  to  get  a  snmmons  for  the  Overseer,  and  sud 
tiiat  he  would  give  her  a  cart  to  carry  her  to  Salisbury. 
^nds  was  accordingly  done :  bat  after  going  there  she  had 
to  retom  without  any  relief— the  Magistrate  refosing  to 
hear  any  statement  of  the  case,  further  than  -^at  he 
obtained  by  asking  her  what  she  had  <m  the  two  hurt 
occasions  of  application. 

This  declaration  made  before  me  by  the  said  Btt 

(Signad)        JOHN  BALL, 

Curatt  of  WUy. 
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T  hRve  seen  the  blanket  weiglidd  whiok  Bit  Btttnttm 
nceived  from  the  OreTseer  qf  Wily:  it  weighed  neat, 
twenty  oanoes:  she  had  no  other  bed-clothes  besides  it; 
and  is  lodged  in  a  most  miserable  hovel  with  three  oUier 
females.  , 

(Signed)        JOHN  BAIiL, 

Curmt«  of  the  Paruh  o/Wify. 

ifn.  6.  was  first  acqnainted  with  her  utnationtbe  11th  of  ' 
Febroary,  and  advised  her  to  apply  for  medical  aid;  but  it 
was  the  shuffling  condact  of  the  Overseer,  as  above-recited, 
which  first  excited  our  most  lively  feelings:  yet^what  was 
to  be  done  to  prevent  snob  recorrence? 

I  had  endeavoored  to  establish  clear  law  as  to  the 
poor,  befi>re  the  SALISBURY  Bench.  I  had  endeavoured 
amendment;  bat  it  was  of  no  avail.  What  was  said  to- 
day  was  denied  to-morrow;  and  soored  with  arbltiary 
proceedings,  I  had  despaired  of  ^ver  getting  sabstantial 
justice  there.  It  so  h^pened,  however,  that  by  perfeot 
accident,  I  heard  Lord  Folittone  now  sat  on  tbe  bench; 
and  in  the  hope  of  change,  I  resolved,  after  examining  the 
poor  woman  eis  to  her  general  treatment  in  the  parish,  to 
fetch  a  snmm<ms  for  the  Overseer- — Let  "  the  gay  liooi- 
tions  crowd"  consider  that  (his  poor  woman  had  lived 
upwards  of  four  months  on  the  som  of  one  poond,  eight 
shillings  and  eight  pence — and  say,  if  it  should  be  so  in 
-  a  country,  which  ^  once  boasted  the  wealthiest,  happiest 
.    peasantry  of  the  world. 

Her  account,  when  every  fartluDg  was  scrupn- 

loQsly  reckoned,  stood  that: 

£  «.  rf. 

Earned  in  my  service 0  13    8 

'         otherwise  at  sundries 0    6    0 

Had  from  the  parish 0  10    0 

In  all £1    8    8 

1 
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•sasidM^bly  ludc^  thn  bar*  aKowanoe  vUiA  ffao  disWct 
n^afiMi  haf  appointed  for  tW  mtnnauM  of  niaery — mv. 
a  jaUoa  loBf^  and  three-panM  pw  ir«kk. 

Jfr.  J>yi:»,  •  tnily  vorthy  Magistrate,  was  alone  oa 
the  bench  at  Salisbury,  when  Bet  Bennam  appeared. 
He  patiently  heard  her  «aie,  and  was  on  the  point  of  or- 
dwing  her  relief,  whei  t*o  reverend  Jnstices  arrived. 
The  first  asked  at  once  of  Mr.  D.  if  there  was  any  diing 
doe,  which  be  answered  fn  the  afflnnative.  The  other, 
however,  Mr.  Marsh,  imuediately  assumed  the  whole  aa- 
tliority.  I  assured  him  it  was  a  peculiar  case,  and  required 
explanation:  Utat  I  had  explained  matters  to  Mr.  Dyke; 
and  if  be  wonld  permit  me,  I  should  agun  give  him  the 
pattiCQlars,  The  Rev.  Mr.  Marsh  was  much  too  dictato- 
rial fbt  ■flus :  he  wvald  settie  it  himst^  by  interrogatories. 
How  Biurfi  <M  you  get  last  occasion  from  the  Overseer* 
and  how  much  the  time  before  when  yon  applied  I  and  ycm 
lBttd«  no  complaint  of  what  yon  got?  dien,  if  yoo  did  not, 
fhere  is  no  relief  for  you.  Sir,  said  I,  will  yon  but  lAow 
fRe  to  speak  for  the  poor  wonnm :  will  you  let  me  state  her 
case?  No.  Will  you  toot  aHow  ne  to  state  her  peculiar 
icaM?  No.  Hien,  Sir,  we  are  at  issue. — 'And  tfius  poor 
Bet  Bamam  liad  hm*  coming  for  her  going  to  Salisbury. 
Bngtishmeni  Yon  are  making  a  mighty  bustle  ^oot 
bread,  but  there  is  more  Hian  bread  wanted :  we  live  not 
Vbrlreadtione.  If  the  loaf  were  at  six-pence,  ft  wonld 
tbabo  no  diflerehce  to  the  labourers  of  England,  while 
the  poor  laws  remain  as  now,  and  are  thus  adnunistered. 
Tou  do  not  knW  the  iniquity  which  has  reduced  the  king- 
dom to  pauperism; — which  has  stolen  apon  yon,  like  a 
thief  in  "ihe  m^t.  It  is  not  your  magistrates  that  ai«  to 
blame  Bomndi'es  yourselves,  who  have  tacidy  confirmed 
the  acts  of  your  magistrates,  ft  is  not  the  laws  so  much 
as  arbitrary  power,  which  you  h&ve  permitted  to  grow  up 
and  overshadow  the  views  of  benevolence,  and  the  sab- 
stanttal  ends  of  justice. 
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Pariiqwjnm  woald  bt  ^in^eaMtl  vatp  yvn  rawed  finw 
your  ylmbon.  Peili^  you  voald  4t«4fWa.^  fipar  »f  t)w 
coiupiracy,  vhich  bu  risen  op  ngtiant  iodep^deppfi, 
onder  your  LANDED  OLIGAJlCHy, 

Perhaps  you  woald  be  jealous  of  a  witness  bom  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  from  yourselves.  But,  £n{flish- 
men!  yon  mnst  eiljier  leam,  or  be  taught  by  dire  expe- 
rience ;  for  oat  of  yonr  present  system  of  parochial  joili- 
diction  can  oome  nothing  but  rain. 

I  will  be  bold  to  say  tiaa,  if  yon  irill  pve  ma  your  cpt^ 
fidsBOc,  tiiftt  peaceable  arnwgeinents  night  be  tfttmedt 
by  which  this  system  mjght  be  entirely  don^  away :  by 
which  in  ten  y^ars  yonr  poor-rates  would  Dot  be  eveq 
a  tenth  of  their  present  reduced  amount:  by  which  -pau- 
perism would  be  annulled ;  and  by  which  EngJand  would 
teiam  to  its  ancient  prosperi^ — ratwQ  to  proaperi^,  and 
outmatch  the  world  in  the  greatness  of  its  virtaes. 

If  you  deign  to  bestow  on  me  this  confidence,  thete 
arrangements  shall  be  submitted  to  yonr  judgment. 

ROBEET  GOURW.T. 

Dq^fard  F«rm,  WU^,  WUtt, 
Jtfsrdi  6, 1815. 


The  «bo<v«  little  «xfX)s^  was  only  trut  printed^ 
when  ft  thought  struck  me,  thst  it  should  have  tt 
wider  range,  that  it  should  be  published  beyond  the 
limits  of  Wiltshife;  and  1  fesolre^  4o  aeud  a  £Opy 
to  every  English  peer  and  meeaber  of  tbe  CcHDmoiis 
House  of  Parliament.  This  requiring  a  second  edi- 
tion, I  flung  together  sMne  thoughts  with  regard  to 
the  .educatioj)  of  jthe  poor,  a  subject  which  hf^d  s^l 
.^ongiei^a^  much  of  Ohy  atteatjon.  A^tong  jtlte 
r^ulations  which  I  wi^ed  to4iaYe«8taUiEAKd,iw«s 
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this,  that  during  winter  naonUis,  all  children  uuder 
twelve  yean  of  8g6,  should  be  excused  Irom  la- 
bour, provided  they  were  sent  to  school.  It  will 
scarcely  be  credited,  yet,  nevertheless,  is  true,  that 
this  regulation  was  not  only  abandoned,  but  all 
children,  above  seven  years  of  age,  were  sent  out  ■ 
to  labour,  for  no  purpose  whatever  bnt  to  pre- 
vent their  getting  to  school  *.  To  attract  notice  to 
a  practice  so  very  abominable,  and  to  excite  addi- 
tional interest  to  the  subject  of  poor  laws,  I  accom- 
panied the  above  sad  story  of  oppression  with  the 
following  address. 


THE  LABOtTRING  POOR  OF  WILY  PARISH. 

Hy  poor  Neighbours, 

I  HAVE  now  lived  among  yon  upwards  of  five  years; 
and  my  heart  has  often  bled  for  the  wretohedaess  of  your 
sitaation:  bnt,  alas!  what  can  a  single  individnal  do  to 
alleviate  general  calamity  t  The  purse  even  of  the  wealth- 
iest conid  comparatively  do  nothing  for  the  poor  people  of 
E^i^and.  They  however  are  most  welcome  to  what  my 
pen  may  effect. 

Fourteen  years  ago,  I  was  employed  for  some  months  by 
a  branch  of  govenuneat,  to  inqaire  into  the  state  of  the 

*  The  poor  pM^le  of  Wily  were  ulwsye  ■nnons  to  hiv« 
iheor  childroieduckledj  and  with  gnMpleuafe  I  record  a  striking 
proof  of  it.  Lost  Afril  (18S1),  while  on  a  visit  to  Wiltshire,  [ 
had  scarcely  saluted  oae  of  myoldserrants  (^Stephen  While)  when 
he  hastened  to  tell  me  that  he  and  Thonuu  fVidcfiam,  another  of 
my  old  srarants,  had  establiihed  aidiool  for  the  poor  diildien,  in 
tpt»  of  opposition  from  the  farmers.  OoAd  God  1  shoold  such 
people  not  be  aided  by  Qovwnnent  T 
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poor ;  and  a  cdebrat^d  character,  (Mr,  Young),  vbo  had 
■nggested  the  inquiry,  in  ordel-  to  stimnlate  me  then  to  ex- 
tend my  ideaa  on  the  ^abject,  flattered  me  by  saying;,  that 
1  had  more  knowledge  of  the  poor  of  England  than  any 
man  in  it 

Had  the  scheme  proposed  been  practicable,  or  even 
hopeful,  I  should  have  required  no  flattery  to  hare  lent 
it  my  best  aid.  As  it  vaa,  certain  ideas  irere  then  fixed 
in  my  breast,  which  I  have  cherished  ever  since,  lltey 
concern  the  greatest  subject  vhich  can  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  Englishmen,— the  reform  of  their  parochial 
economy. 

After  travelling,  chiefly  on  foot,  for  many  months  over 
England,  and  having  the  best  opportnnitiei  of  knowing 
the  real  sitnation  of  the  labouring  poor,  I  retnmed  to 
Scotland,  and  was  eight  yean  there  without  losing  si^t 
of  my  object :  often  brooding  on  the  migh^  contrast 
which  the  two  kingdoms  afi'orded, — ^the  contrast  of  gene- 
ral happiness  and  general  misery:  and  all  too  the  result 
of  a  few  simple  regalations ;  for  the  poor  laws  of  Scotr 
land  and  Enghnd  are  fundamentally  the  same. 

It  was  always  my  intention  to  settle  some  time  in  Eng- 
land, to  matoK  my  knowledge  and  forward  my  views  on 
this  great  snbject.  At  the  time  I  did  come  amimg  yon, 
jny  health  also  had  rendered  a  change  of  climate  nece»- 
'sary ;  and  I  prMsised  myself  much  from  the  patronage 
which  might  resolt  from  conUexion  with  a  great  man, 
seemingly  so  p^riotio  as  tix  noble  dnk<,  who  desired  to 
impreve  Kiglish  husbandry. 

My  mistake  and  consequent  soarings  are  known-to  yon 
aH.  ^ougii  Hiey  have,  in  some  respects,  intermpied.  and 
retarded  my  proqieots,  they  have  taught  me,  mors  and 
more,  to  fed  for  others,  who  labour  under  tyranny ;  and 
aay  case  may  shew  yon  that  this  is  an  evil  to  be  expected 
by  all  those  who  are  nnder  dte  power  of  others.  The  de- 
aire  to  tyrannize  indeed  is  the  master  passion  of  the  honan 
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btaai^  uh)  it  is  tbat  yhicfa  gopd  laws  Bhould  labour  moat 
to  restcaiD.  Biclies  will  b1w»;b  .bestow  power  tmd  foster 
tyrsnny,  but  Ihfxp  is  a  degree  of  iadepaideoce  Iq  ttiia 
ooanti?.  whioh  ^e«Uh  paunot  eQect, 

You,  poor  labourers  of  England,  have  lost  much  of  this 

ds^eegf  iodspcBdepcg,  ^d  of  coqrse  you  are  snttjectto 

tyranny,  and  to  miienes  greatly  multiplied.    To  recover 

-  ficK  fan  indflpoudeoce,   shall  b«  °>y  otyect ;  but  this  can 

mI;  be.effiaoted  gradually. 

Bxea  with  eTery  aid,  it  might  take  tm  ye^n,  as  above 
Maatigiiyl,  to  rescue  yon  entirely  fiwm  your,  present  de- 
plorable situation. 

.  Instead  of  ^eing  confined  to  particular  porishce,  as  yon 
90W  are  :  instead  of  having  your  w&K^  k^t  down  by 
rnle,  and  having  to  apply  at  church  for  part  of  tliat  pay, 
as  jf  it  were  charity,  and  not  the  fa^xd  earning  of  yonr  io- 
dostxy:  iastead  of  poor  ipfirm  women,  like  Bet  Beuoam, 
hanqg  to  pnt  -np  with  misery  its^,  rather  than  bear  the 
sc«wl  of  an  overseer^  or  having  to  travel  twenty-t^o  miles 
£>r  but  a  slender  chance  of  redress  :  instead  of  old  men 
who  have  wasted  their  days  in  hard  laboor,  having  to  crawl 
fNt  last  into  some  cold,  damp  and  dreary  limitation,  with 
tOBToely  a  blanket  to  protect  them  from  the  piercing  .wind 
fit  irigater,  and  with  only  a  gallon  loaf  and  t^ree-pence  per 
week  for  clothing,  food,  and  ire ;  instead  of  idl  this, 
svoiild  it  ^ot  be  better  thf^  .you  could  choose  yonr  work  and 
yam  masters  over  &a  w^ola  counlry :  .that  yon  oouJd  ob- 
tein  the  bighest  .price  for  .your  labour,  and.  i^ver  be  put  to 
the  necessity  of  beg^ng  it  from  any  one :  that  ym  hfid 
«om^itable  homes  wldoh  yxm  could  call  yonr  own,  and 
anoh  plenty  in  store,  tiut  neitiier  age  nor  in£raiily  could 
«edace  you  to  fa<^;gary!  Would  sot  all  this  be  denr- 
aUe!  But  yon  may  UnidL,  and  you  may  be  told,  that  it 
is  impossible.  I  t^.jrou  the  .contrary.  It  is  so  in  Scffitlaftd> 
andnay  beso  bere;  for  bninan  natore  is  every  wbere  tbe 


n,™i,.HM,G00glc 


Bnt  how  is  it  to  be  done,  or  «ho  wM  i6  lU  II  fiiiut  hb 
dotfe  by  yonnelves,  nsiu^  lawful  and^tic^IA^d  MefUU  i  UM 
expeotinj^  too  much  at  first;  bnt  patl^filly  foltewfbg  np 
yonr  desires  and  pnrposes.  Yon  hear,  fit  this  Mote,  mmHi 
about  petitioning  Pailiament.  PeitiApS  noboAf  hu  tU(l 
yon  that  yon  may  do  tlui  M  wetl  eA  othdts,  alM  Ihat  jtm 
have  as  good  a  right. 

When  tiie  jpArl^  gftVe  you  fi  dinnef  iMt  sntoiWr,  hv- 
oanse  of  peace,  as  it  ina  thongtit,  t  costd  iiot  jota,  n  I 
saw  fresh  causes  for  War  in  tke  vAry  jtnbHo  aota  of  tlie  mo^- 
nent  I  sent  tut  offbr  <>f  vbat  I  Mold  spart,  t6  tw  eii>- 
'  ployed  in  another  way ;  and  I  reqatillted  the  {MoriA  to  joia 
ms  in  petrtiomng  against  the  slave  trade,  -  the  cMtiuttaBbfe 
of  wfaidh  was  a  strong  ByAptom  that  the  emtai  of  trer  'wen 
not  laid  aside.  At  tiie  very  moment,  lio'weTffi',  tint  M 
indnlged  in  the  idea  of  -peace  and  plenty  for  tbeAm^H^ 
th^  wonld  not  even  -take  'the  tnrable  to  vrito  doWa  -tii^ 
names,  for  the  happiness  of  dlODsAnds  ot  Ibeir  feHoi^ 
creotar^. 

R^ect  on  this,  my  poor  neigbboirs,  notvitiiaviei^ta 
eengnre,  bnt  to  gaard-yonrselrM  agaibst  BrifislmdBff,  and 
against  too  mnch  d^iendenoe  on  olJierR.  Petitimadgfbr 
the  poor  Africans  colildbave  hurt  nobody,  and  wonld  h^te 
been  a  bedevolent  extirriise  of  yonr  uwt  Valaable  li^t; 
fi  right,  iddoh,  if  yon  Wotild  jtite  in  etKertinng  dkcttit^, 
Wbtild'certaMy  obtain  Ibr  y«a,  tImiy'niuKleXiBBaai. 

BdtmanyftlifoTe  yoa,  will^'diseoonige  yonr  flistcttempt, 
from  the  invMtons.  ty^amrioal  Itlirit,  wbsoh  k  contkiualy 
Bb  dte  watefa  A^uit  the  adnuioBiiieitt  of.  iadflpMidenee. 
mfsytm  toMst  disregard,  if  yon 'wovlddogdod  to  yoiB-- 
Mlv^s  'Md  ^lir  ckildreD'.  Ton  most  Mj,  liiat  hy  Aring 
■«o,  y*attitt,oorSrlSht»hnttW)body;  Aot  yoq -«iA  tto 
do  only  what  is  rig^t. 

Wheneeis-it,  do  yen  think,  Aatfiot  «w  inten'vf  yoo 
UEkS'fceed'tttie^ffoVead  tfr  write ;  «t)d'4hat  vMe-hudfeda 
of  milliona  are  throihrttiray'6o  MMdy^vwb^'byOorevnuMj; 
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■  BiDgte  uillion  would  be  gmdged,  which  would  give  your 
diildren  so  great  a  blessiog?  Yes,  a  smgle  millioD  wooM 
edooate  all  England.  Whence  ?  bat  became  men  in  power 
with  not  good  for  others  so  mach  as  greataeu  for  them- 
■dvei:  and  because  the;  think,  by  yoor  ignorance  fhey 
can  more  easily  maintain  their  command  over  yon. 

Hiey  pretend,  very  falsely,  that  yon  would  be  worse  sub- 
jects with  education.  While  I  have  lired  among  yon,  have 
yon  seen  that  the  ability  to  read  and  write  has  made  my 
Scotch  servants  worse  members  of  society ;  idle,  drunken, 
or  deoeitfhl!  Far  from  it.  Their  education,  and  their  edu- 
cation .alime,  has  made  them  both  better  aniitjects  and  in- 
dependent men.  They  may  go  all  over  the  island,  and 
need  not  thank  any  individoal  for  the  money  they  earn,  or 
the  happiness  they  eqjoy.  This  is  generally  the  case  with 
all  Scotchmen.  Why  should  it  not  be  so  with  Englishmen  ? 
Why,  bat  because  they  are  not  edncated ;  and  ignorance 
has  sulyected  them  to  pariah  laws. 

Why  is  it  that  the  labonring  people  in  Scotland  are  .not 
called  thepoor,  as  they  are  in  England  t  Why  is  it  that  they 
are  better  fed,  better  housed,  and  better  clothed  than  in 
England  I  Why  are  wages  higher  in  Scotland  than  here !  * 
Tie  tame  answer  is  sofficieot  for  all  these  questions.  The 
Scotch  are  educated,  and  can  take  care  of  themselves, 
while  the  poor  English  know  nothing,  and  must  submit  to 
the  care  of  others,  wtuch  is  generally  no  care  at  all :  no, 
not  so  mooh  as  the  care  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Marsh ;  bnt 
(he  care,  pnbaps,  of  a  sdfish,  hard-hearted  overseer,  who 
has  a  direct  interest  in  making  tbflm  his  slaves;  • — slaves, 
worse  conditioned  than  those  of  the  West  India  planter, 
for  tiiey  are  absolate  property,  and  men  will  take  good  care 
of  their  property.   Hen  are  seldom  wanting  in  the  care  of 

*  For  the  last  sevea  jteara,  the  averag*  yearly  wsges  of  a 
ploughman  in  Scotland  has  >Mn  jf30  and  his  victuals ;  in  ifats 
country,  not  azceeding  jf  13  aodhii  victuals. 
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Aeir  hwBes  and  sheep ;  bat  the  oare  of  an  ayeneet  may  be 
only  to  get  hii  own  labour  cheaply  performed,  and  ai  mack 
as  possible  at  the  expenoe  of  others.  Wlien  tus  labour  k 
donOt  all  tbat^e  can  save  from  the  poor  eoridies  him; 
and  the  aooner  that  the  infirm  die,,  by  so  moch  is  his  profit 
increased. 

To  get  above  all  this,  yonr  first  attempt  most  be  to  have 
yonr  children  edacated ;  and  I  think  the  meuis  of  doing 
this  iroold  be  granted  yon  wwe  yon  only  to  aifc  it  I  have 
very  simple  means  in  viev,  irtiich  wonld  cost  the  oonotry 
nothing;  and  were  this  boon,  irhich  iroold  cost  notiiing, 
granted  by  the  GovfsimiMit,  then  it  might  be  propw  for 
me  to  commonicatfl  mth  yon  farther. 

At  present  I  c<mfine  myatAf  to  the  anlgect  of  education ; 
and  the  proceeding  on  this  point,  -will  serve  not  only  as  a 
testfor  yonr  good  conduct,  but  for  the  liberali^  of  Crovem- 
ment  towards  you. 

The  more  simple  that  any  scheme  is,  so  much  the  better. 
Having 'thought  mnch  aboot  Parish  Schools  for  England, 
I  find  it  necessary,  from  many  considerations,  that  sim- 
plicity should  be  mainly  studied ;  and  the  scheme  that  I 
have  held  chiefly  in  view,  fot  some  years  past,  is  almost 
as  simple  as  possible. 

Yeu  know  ^t  by  the  regulation  of  the  Justices  your 
children  are  liable  to  be  called  to  work  by  the  overseer,  at 
seven  years  old  and  upwards  ;  and  you  know  that  many  of 
the  poor  children,  while  yet  only  eight  or  nine  years  of  age, 
are  dragged  ont  through  all  the  winter  montiis,  for  no  pur- 
pose on  earth  but  for  the  exercise  of  anthority.  Now  I 
have  long  thoofj^t  this  not  only  cmel,  but  altogether  pro- 
fiflesi ;  and  in  order  to  prove  it,  I  pnt  a  challenge  in  the 
Salisbury  Journal  some  months  ago,  ofiering  twenty  guineas 
to  do  as  mnch  work  withont  the  children  as  with  them*. 
Nobody  -woold  take .  me  up ;  and  the  farmers  publicly  ac- 

•    See  p,  Vii  Cf  "  EULAMATIOH  OF  IHB  MiP,"    Tol  II. 
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fcii«Wte4gt«3  &t  SkOiAtrf  Market  CroN,  tUt  th»«liiltli«n 

imtt  ef  tio  use  wlMteTer  during  Mm  mam  iBOHth§. 

I  dM  ^1  tfak  to  ripffd  my  preseaC  paqwse,  and  I  wrote 
a  lettec  to  Mr.  WUtisread,  «ne  of  the  ableM  tneaiben  of 
fsriiuBent,  irfat)  femerl;  endeaTtmred  to  gM  tlio  pec^e 
of  England  edncated,  apprizing  him,  that  I  shoaldlronMe 
him  tbis  9etnion  of 'Paitiameat  with  the  care  of  atj  pro- 
ptmtA  *.  It  traidd  be  simply  >dda,  «o  «btiun  an  Act  of  Par- 
4}tiihSDt,  to 'preventtheoferseers  from  faaviagtbe  power  to 
■otdt  'Otit  the  tMl^Fca  taitder  twetw  years  of  ttg«  to  watt, 
imiag  the  iriater  half  y«Kr,  white  Ae  p vmtis  pat  then  to 
Behoof 'dorinf  Ihat  time,  and  agreiftcllbat  they  shooldattead 
Sunday  School^  all  the  year  i<oiitid. 

i  have  'aflked  tevenl  of  yon,  if  yon  wodd  be  willing  to 
iBgVee  to  iMt  \  end,  wMient  ^aooption,  yoa  hare  taxant  me  ' 
4Mtt  yenwotild  Ihaakfhlly.  It  is  my  seriMU  t^Qimi  that 
this  simple  regnlation,  would  do  fill  that  h  wanted  for  yon 
inthewayof  adiwation.  Infioodaad,  ttou^  orery  pariah 
has  an  -ostablkhBd  schnol,  «s  rq^nlady  as  an  Bstabli^ed 
ofaarc^,  with  an  csdowminrt  vat  (tf  <the  tittns  t>  y^  Aese 
schools  are  not  free  icfaoolB,  as  is  g«Deinlly  ima^oied  ■> 
Eagtaad.  £very  scholar  has  to  pay  ieee  to  the  teaober, 
and  these  fees  are  as  high  as  in  England.  Ker  Bidaed  -io 
thescboc^a  ofKbe  estabtiBhineBt  odncato  all  fte  children. 
Perbt^s  the  fidl  hatf  me  educated  at  ike  nckafOt  of 
'diiioiten  and  others. 


*  4  wrote  throe  letters  to  Mr.  Whitbread,  dated  -aS*  Not. 
1S14,98lAi  Mardh,  1816,  naA  30(h  M«y,  1815;  btS  hod  Mt 
in  rttura  evan  an  H(tfaiDwladg;meBt  He  left  tsooon  aftBir.  He 
fluag«iidBithaccfaoiri-l>m,aad  built  ■|ilay-'hoaK[ 

t  This  WM  not  JittTftUy  eorMot.  Panih «cllooli  infioallMd 
asB  nffoitti  ky.Mt  lamtmrnat.  on  land,  aaiaBa  hfAd'ni  H**' 
liunent.  The  landed  interest,  however,  had  previously  made 
spoil  of  tithes.    They  stole  ^^^  and  retunwd  one. 
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It  ii,  ftereforiB,  'not  so  much  from  tlie  waat  of  parish 
-  Khools,  as  from  llie  oppression,  and  the  onneeesMiT 
<^preSBion  of  the  poor  lavs,  that  the  people  of  England  are 
withhdd  from  the  most  essoitial  blessing  of  edacation. 
.  What  I  have  here  said  will  be  sufScient  for  year 
anderstanding  at  present.  In  a  few  weeks  hence  I  shall 
draw  oat  a  petition  for  yon  to  Parliament,  and,  I  trust,  bv 
that  time,  that  you  will  have  so  weighed  the  matter  in  ques- 
tion, that  goa  will  sign  the  petition,  in  the  good  hope  of 
(d>tainuig  a  great,  though  cheap,  gift  for  your  children  and 
'  ohildrra's  children, 

I  am,  siocerely.  year  friend, 
March  18, 1816.  ROBERT  GOURLAT. 

In  return  for  700  copies  of  tbe  above,  despatch- 
ed to  members  of  parliament,  I  received  thanks 
only  from  two, — Lord  King  and  the  late  most 
amiable  statesman,  Francis  Horner,  Esq. ;  with 
both  of  whom  I  exchanged  a  few  letters  on  the 
subject  of  tbe  poor-laws. . 

The  petition  spoken  of  wa«  soon  after  dravrn 
out,  signed  by  upwards  of  a  hundred'  inhabitants 
of  Wily  parish,  and  presented  to  both  houses:  to 
the  Commons,  by  Mr.  Methuen,  member  for  Wilts, 
the  31st  day  of  May,  ISM,  and  to  the  Peers  by 
Lord  King,  a  few  days  later.     It  run  as  follbws : 

To  THE  Right  Honourable  THE  Lords  Spiritual 
AND  Temporal  of  Great  Britain  in  Parlia- 
ment ASSEMBLBD. 

J%t  hmiMe  Petition  of  ih«  untbrriffntd  Inhabitanti  of  the 
Paruh  of  WUy,  CeHmty  of  WUte; 

ShmiBeth — ^HiBt  it  is  notonous  that  the  lahooring  people 
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of  England  are  not  so  well,  generally,  in  point  of  worldly 
cironmstances,  as  they  were  in  former  times. 

That,  in  the  remembrance  of  many  of  yonr  -  Petition^?, 
tHose  who  required  relief  from  the  pfurish  were  few, 
ocmsisting  only  of  aach  persons  aa  were  old,  or  -otherwise 
impotent. 

That  now  it  is  impossible  for  ths  best  spirited  and  ablest 
bodied  man  to  bring  np  a  family  from  the  earnings  of  his 
labour ;  imd  that,  of  late,  to  remedy  this,  tt  has  become  a 
standing  regulation  with  magistrates  to  allow  to  all 
labourers  having  a  certain  nnmber  of  children,  Uie  right  of 
demanding  assistance  from'  parish  officers,  to  soch  an  ex- 
tent a*  shall,  with. actual  earnings,  amount  to  a  certain  sum 
for  each  individual  member  of  their  families  respectively; 
and  consaqaeut  to  the  action  of  this  regolatitui,  other 
regulations  have  been  formed  and  acted  upon. 

That  yo^r  petitioners,  however  much  they  deplore  that 
tbis  factitious  system  should  have  grown  np,  (a  system 
which  has  not  only  lessened  the  comforts  but  cramped  the 
liberty  and  independence  of  a  vast  portion  of  British 
.  subjects)  wonld  not  wish  to-  attribute  its  origin  or  its 
iprogms  to  dflsign ;  bat  woiild  rather  look  to  it  as  a  result  of 
ehaijLce,' aqd  tni^t^k^nolioos.of  pfilioy. 

That,  thns  impife^sed,  they  have  ever  viewed  this  ' 
unhappy  system  with  dispositions  peaceable  and  resigned ; 
but  trust,  that  as  far  as  it  can  be  ameliorated,  or.  virtuous- 
means  pointed  out,  whereby  its  grievances  may  be  lessened 
or  removed,  that  the  legislature  will  be  ever  ready  and 
willing  to  afford  its  countenance  and  aid. 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  petition«s,  it  would 
contribute  much  to,  die  amelioration  of  the  system,  wereall 
regulations,  regarding  it  absolutely  fixed,  and  pubtfcly 
Jsplared  by  jLetof  Patliamwit,  so  a«  to  leave  as  little  as 
possible  dependiqgou  the  will  ^d4iKretlon  of  individuals. 

That  your  pe^tioners  are  assured,  that  tlje  regulations, 
do  admit,  in  practice,  of  such  settiement ;.  and  that  this- 
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mttdd  tend  ^nerally  to  the  comfbrt  of  all  p*rties — of 
magiatrateB~of  parish  officers — of  contributors  to  pariali 
funds,  as  ve]l  as  of  persons  who  draw  the  vhole,  or  ptrU 
of  f  heir  mainfanance  from  the  same. 

That  it  can  only  be  the  just  prac^cal  end  of  aoob 
regnlationa,  as  they  aSeot  people  claiming  parochial 
aid,  to  guard  against  hUenesa,  or  tiie  nq^teet  of  mean* 
whereby  sach  persona  may  support  tbemselres.  That  it 
never  abonld  be  the  Spirit  of  these  to  act  tyranmcally,  or  to 
operate  as  a  check  npon  the  liberty  or  improvement  of  the 
people. 

That,  nevertheless,  as  matters  now  stand,  many  regtt- 
lationa  ore  so  formed,  or  so  arbitrary,  as  to  sOlgeet 
the  pef>ple  receivingr  parish  ossistaDoe  to  ntdteoessaiy 
grievances,  and  to  place  them,  more  than  needfol,  nnder 
the  c^rioe  of  magistrates  and  overseers. 

mat  one  regntation,  in  particular,  has  thia  tendmcy,  in 
a  very  flagrant  degree,  must  be  obvious,  on  the  men 
statement  of  the  same  :  it  is  that,  authorized  by  maglstiates, 
which  permits  the  overseer  to  call  out  the  cUlfren  ofthosd 
having  parish  assistance,  to  labour,  from  the  period  of  their 
arriving  at  seven  years  of  age.  It  most  be  manifest,  tfia^ 
at  no  season  of  the  year,  eaa  the  labour  of  chOdreh  of  this 
tender  age,  be  of  any  material  consequence ;  and  Ait, 
even  the  labour  ot  those  five  years  older,  viz.  those  of 
twelve  years  of  age,  can  be  little,  daring  the  winter  season; 
and  certainly  not  in  proportion  to  the  waste  of  health  arid 
strength,  incDiTed  by  exposure  to  prematore  toil  and 
inclement  weather. 

-  That  yowr  petitioners  conceived,  that,  with  a  view"  merely 
to  the  nlttmate  economy  of  labonr,  snch  a  regutetion  is 
greatly  too  severe.  That  overstnihiing  the  tender  years  of 
yonth,  only  serves  to  contract  the  frame,  to  weaken  the 
eonstitiztion,  and  to  Mitail  snch  a  degree  of  itnbeeiR^  npon 
after-Hfe/as greatly  fo  outweigh  in  the  end,  event©  the 
pahlic,  the  paltry  savings  of  childish  dmdgery.  Bit  ther* 
i  3 
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is  a  higher  consideration,  which  yoar  petitioners  beg  leave 
to  submit  to  yoar  honourable  Hoose, — a  consideration, 
equally  intportant  for  the  commanity,  as  for  individnals, 
viz.  that  which  regards  this  regalation  as  a  complete  bar  to 
the  ni€alill  impirovenieiit  of  the  children  of  those  who  receive 
parochial  aid.  Although  the  period  of  life,  from  seven  to 
t^el^e  years  of  age^  may  be  little  valaable  for  labour,  it  is 
that  in  which  the  mind  is  most  susceptible  of  improyement, 
ajidwhenit  badeqiiate  to  receive,  with  best  eSec^  the 
^npressipns  of  education.  , 

That,  however  men  may  differ,  as  to  the  policy  of  esta^ 
l^ishing  a  national  institution,  for  the  education  of  youth, 
or.  be  sware  of  the  difficulty  of  doing  this  to  geoisral  satis- 
factitvi,  in  a  ^country  whwe  r^igious  liberty  has  created  . 
such  variety  of.  t^inicHjs,  as  to  fundamental  pripciples ; 
yet  still,  no  reasonable  or  liberal-minded  person  vUl  say, 
that  palish,  laws,  or  any  other,  should  wantonly  qf^es^the 
incUnatipn  of  parents,  or  guardians  to  have  their  children 
instructed  in  the  Fodiments  of  education,  -  and  to  be  made 
capable  of  searching  the  Scriptures  of  religion,  or  the  wiit* 
ten  laws  of  their  country. 

Your  petiUoners,  upon  these  grounds,  humbly  pray,  that 
,  yo^r  hoiiDtirable  House  will  take  these  matters  generally 
into  your  seriou^  consideration;  but  more  immediately  and 
particularly,  that  you  will  enact  that^  ifrom  Michaelmas  to 
liady-day,  no  overseer,  or  any  other  person,  shall  have  ' 
power  to  call  eat  children,  under-  twelve  years  of  age,  to 
labour,  or  to  withdraw  any  stated  allowance  from  the  pa- 
rents or  guardians  of  such  children,  becanae  of  their  not 
labouring^  atleast,ifsach  parents  or  guardians  do  put  such 
children  to  schotd  during  the  said  period  of  each  year. 

And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

(^igoed  by  John  Ball,  Curate,  Robtirt  Gonriay,  and 
upwards  of  a  hundred  more  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parUbofWJly^ 
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To  ^in  attention  to  this  petition,  when  pre* 
sented,  I  sent  copies  to  several  members  of  parlia- 
ment; and  the  following  letter,  which  I  received 
from  Mr.  Horner,  may,  I  hope,  still  assist  in  fixing 
attention  to  it ;  for,  still,  it  maybe  looked  to  as  of 
importance,  and  as  setting  forth  one  simple  mean 
of  granting  relief  to  the  poor  of  England. 

"  Lmcoln't  Itm,  May  37, 1815. 
"  Sib, 
"  I  am  very  maoh  obli|Fed  to  you  for  sendfaig  me  a  copy 
of  the  Petition,  which  is  intanded  (o  be  presented  to  the 
JBtoose  of  Commons,  on  Uiepartof  the  inhabitants  of  your 
parish.  Tbe  paper  is  drawn  with  much  ability  and  propriety, 
'  and  makes  a  very  forcible  and  faithful  ezposore.  of  what  I 
have  long  thoaght  the  greatest  piactical  evil,  in  the  system 
of  English  institations,thoaghoneof  very  recent  introdnction. 
To  remove  it  altogether,  or,  even,  to  check  its  progress  (for 
it  is  the  very  nature  of  the  evil,  if  not  stopped,  to  go  on 
increasing),  will  be  found  an  undertaking  of  vast  difficnlty  ; 
not  merely  because  many  prejudices,  and  some  corrupt 
interests,  stand  in  the  way ;  for  these  may  be  surmoonted 
by  pirgevering  discussion ;  bat  because  the  correction  of  this 
fatal  error,  must,  I  am  afraid,  be  attended  with  some  tempo- 
rary injury  to  the  immediate  comforts  and  enjoyments  of  the 
very  people  whose  happiness  and  morfll  iAprOt^ent'it  is 
our  olbjiect  to  secure^  •  This '.cotuideratii)B,>i sit  Uwt,'  had 
always  dettsred  ae  when;!  thought  Qf  falling  the  attf^titHi' 
ofParlianisnt  to  the  subject:  fprjuaiton^  If^discirssionE^ 
about  the  artificial  state  of  onr.noney,  as,  well  as  about  the 
regulation  of  the  com  trade,  I  have  insisted,  that  one  of  the 
worst  consequences  of  this  factitious  condition  of  diingswas 
ihe  modern  practice  among  oar  English  fartnfers,  of 
paying  part  of  the  wages  of  labour  oat  of  tlie  poor's  rates ; 
and  if  i  could  have  satisfied  myself,   tbat  a  prttotical 
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ooirecJave  might  be  devised,  that  would  oot  impair,  for  ■ 
'  moment,  the  lirelihood  of  the  labourer,  I  should,  longsioce, 
have  proposed  it  to  the  House  as  a  subject  of  special 
iaquiiy.  It  [is  with  very  great  satisfactioD  I  see  it  cast 
npon  the  attention  of  parliament,  by  a  call  from  the 
country  :  the  interest  that  belongs  to  snch  an  inquiiy  wiQ 
insure  it  a  very  patient  and  fair  attention ;  and  it  is  to  be 
boped,  that  Ity  bringing  the  minds  of  many  different  persons 
to  the  examination,  and  giving  them  t'be  aid  of  others  vho 
are  practically  informed,  some  plan  may  be  strack  oat, 
which  the  legislature  might  adopt  ivith  a  reasonable  chance 
(^  sncoeas.  If  yon  happen  to  kaov,  therefore,  <H^en  the 
Petition  IB  Hkely  to  be  presented  in  our  House,  I  will  thank 
yon  to  give  me  notice  of  it;  for  though  nothing  more  can  be 
done  this  session  than  to  announce  it  aa  a  prtiper  object  of 
investigation  for  the  next,  it  may  be  of  great  adTantage  to 
direct  the  previoos  attention  of  men,  both  in  and  out  of 
Parliament,  to  the  subject," 

•  •  •  •  (Continaed  on  another  $vhftct).  •  •  •  • 
"  I  have  Hie  honoor  to  be, 
Sir. 

Tonr  ofaedieat  humble  servant, 

F.  HOBNEK." 


Mr.  Whitbread  prc^xMed  to  have  tbe  poor  of 
England  educated,  but  he  failed.  Mr.  Brougham 
has  now  espoused  the  cause:  will  he  succeed  ?— 
I  say  he  will  succeed  for  good,  only  by  making  bis 
plan  part  of  one  for  the  abolition  of  poor  laws. 
He  has  corresponded  with  15,000  parsons  on  the 
aubject :  will  500  of  them  lend  honest  assistance, 
and  admit  of  liberal  measures  ? 

Mr.  Brougham  has  eyed  "  the  Lion  of  the  Ex- 
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Excheqber,  "  (bis  speech  on  thtf^ucatioa  Bill,)*" 
RS  if  he  would  growl  art  the  cost ;  'but  1  am  afraid 
we  have  much  more  i9  dvitd  than  mere  liiggard- 
liness  of  expenditure.  -Parish  schools  were. esta- 
blished in  Saolland  during  the  seventeenth  cen. 
tury,  when  the.povertj  of  the  nation  was  extrt>me; 
and  the  reader  will  see  in  this  volume  hdw  liberai 
Canadian  legislators  bave  been  to  this  first  etsen- 
tial  for  tbie  improvement  of  society,  the  strength- 
ening of  moral  restraint,  and  the  bracing  Of 'erery 
virtuous  energy  :  he  will  see  that  £25-  per  annum 
is  allowed  ior  a  school-master's ' salary,  wherever' 
twenty  scholars  can  be'collected  tc^;etberf.    Were 


*  It  must  be  observed  that  the  above  was  written  in  Septembei', 
1820.  Since  then  Mr.  Brougham's  BiUs'for  educating  thepoor,&c. 
have  beien  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons-;  and  T  hare 
giren  the  jieuls  of  one  of  them  in  vol.'  II.  pag«  378.  It  wa> 
said  that  Mr.  Breughdtn  bad  retiitquieh^  his  underta^n^  - 1  am 
now  most  happy -to  hear  that  he  has  not.  He  will  be  the  greatest 
of  benefactors  to  England  if  he  succeeds  ;  and  simplicity  only  is 
wanted  in  the  plan.  For  simplicityf  see  vol.  II.  page  277. 

'^  \V^hile  traTelling  in  the  United  States,  I  conversed  with  a  lady 
on  the  subject  of  education,  and  told  her  that  it  -was  at  so  low  an 
ebb  in.  England,  that  in  the  adjoining  pari^  to  where  I  resided, 
there  were  only  three. persona  who  could  read  and  write;  the 
'Squire,  the  parish  clerk,  and  another  (there  was  no  resident 
parson).  Her  astonishment  I  shall  never  forget.  She  said.she 
would  begin  a  subscription  among  American  ladies,  for  educating 
the  English  poor.  Sittoe  (his  note  was  firbt  written,  the  UAy  alluded 
to  has  been  turned' in  Mils  Wright's  Tour  through  the UnitedStales 
and  Canada ;  and  I  way  therefor^  tafae  the  liberty  of  naming  her, 
wbicbfl  do  wjlb  the  highest  reqpect ;  Mrs.  Wadsworth  of  Geneseo. 
Every  child  in  America  is  educated—can  read  and  write. 
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'  the  cost  of  education  the  sole  difficulty  in  the  way, 
such  liberal  -  provision  from  the  taxation  of  the 
poorest  peofHe  in  America,  should  shame  into  libe- 
rality our  wealthy  boroughTmongers  j  but  I  repeat, 
we  .have  much  greater  obstacles  to  contend  with 
than  niggardliness,  and  the  .thraldom  of  poor  laws 
is  among  them.     I  am  copvinced,  indeed*  that  the 
abolition  of  the  poor  laws,  and  the  education  of 
the  poor,    should    be  jointly   considered.    They 
should  make  part  of  a  vast  scheme  of  national  re^ 
generation,  in  which  the  more  simuttaueous  every 
operation  proceeds*  so  much  the  better.    We  are 
arrived  at  that  crisis,  when  the  gravest  members  of 
society  seriously  anticipate  revolution,  and  when 
public  attention  has  been  fluttering  over  specifics, 
for  the  prevention  of  such  an  awful  catastrophe, 
till  it  hha  become  almost  careless  of  its  object-- 
almost  distracted  and  hopeless.  I  have  been  called 
a  reformer,  a  radical,  and  a  radical  reformer;  and, 
provided  my  notions  of  reform  are  rightly  under- 
stood,  have  no  objection  to  any  one  of  these  ap- 
pellations.   From  those  who  would  bring  about 
any  change  by  violence,   I  certainly  stand  as  dis- 
tant as  possible;  and  for  this  reason,-more  espe- 
cPally,  that  I  believe  simple  and  peaceable  mea- 
sures may  be  made  effectual  for  procuring  any 
rational  change.   Twelve  years  have  gone  by  since 
my  mind  was  made  up  as  to  the  mode,  by  which 
the  people  should  proceed  to  obtain  any  great  na- 
tional end.     It  was,  and  is,  by  systematic  petition- 
ing :— by  every  parish  petitioning  the  king  or  par- 
liament for  a  specific  and  well-defined  object :  by 
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keeping  registers  of  parishes  and  dames  :  by  caus- 
ing respect  through  consistency  of  purpose  and 
perseverance.    The  presentation  of  the  above  peti- 
tion, which  records  the  strange  predicanaent,    in 
which  the  poor  of  England  have  been  placed,  and 
whereby  the  hope  of  their  receiving  the  benefit  of 
education  rests  entirely  on  the  caprice  of  others 
who  have  dominion,  over   them,  was   meant  not 
only  to  repord  so  strange  a  fact,  but  to  lead  on  the 
poor  to  speak  for  themselves  on  my  plan  of  sys- 
tematic petitioning;  It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  can 
produce  such  testimony  in  behalf  of  my  petition^ 
as  that  of  Mr.   Horner,  whom  every  Member  of 
Parliament  must  remember  with  esteem  and  admi- 
ration ;  but  I  was  not  so  sanguine  of  gaining  at- 
tention to  the  cause  as  he.     I  complied  with  his 
wish,  and  sent  him  notice  of  the  day  on  which  the 
petition  was  to  be  presented  ;  but  nothing  was 
done.     The  vis  itwrlitet  the  selfish\iess,  the  per- 
versity of  mankind  are  all  against  simple  and  truly 
virtuous  proposals.    {   wrote  no  less  than .  three 
letters  to  Mr.  Whitbread  before  this  petition  was 
presented  to  Parliament  on   the  subject  of  edu- 
cation,  and  enclosed  him  a  copy  of  my  petition, 
without  even  being  honoured  with  the  slightest 
notice.    These  things  I  take  quite  coolly.   Poor 
Whitbread  had,  by  this  time,  laid  aside  thoughts 
of  educating  the  poor,  which  might  have  embalmed 
his  memory  for  ever  in  the  affections  of  mankind : 
he    had  laid  aside  such  virtuous   thoughts^  and 
devoted  his  greatest  efforts  to  the  erection  c^  a 
play-house.  Alas!  within  three  months  of  the  date 
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of  my  last  letter  to  him,  he  left  us  !~It  has  amused 
me  to  observe,  that  Mr.  Malthus,  in  the  fifth' edi- 
tion of  his  Essay  oq  Population,  has  complimented 
.Mr.  Owen  for  petitioning  Parliament  in  favour  of 
poor  manufacturing  children,  as  I  did  for  atl  poor 
children.  Mr.  Owen's  petition  was  got  up,  after 
I  had  served  seven  hundred  members  of  Parliament 
with  a  copy  of  my  little  tract  on  the  TyraoDy  of 
PooE-Laws;  wherein  the  intention  of  presenting 
my  petition  was  announced;  and,  t6  the  .beat  of 
n^y  recollection,  Mr.  Malthus  had  a  copy  of  that 
tract  sent  to  him.  Perhaps,  from  that  tract  it 
was  known  that  "  the  poor  lam  of  Scotland  are 
not  materially  different  from  those  of  England^." 

Shortly  before  my  departure  for  Canada,  I  had 
a  second  petition  presented  to  the  House  of  Com-, 
mofis,  to  record  what  was  farther  required  for  the  ' 
relief  of  the  poor  Prom  oppression;  and  to  give 
them  practice  in  the  only  peaceable  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding for  that  end.  The  following  is  a  copy  of 
.  the  second  Petition. 

Ta  the  Honqvrabk  the  Commom  of  the  United  Kingdovt  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  m  Parliament  assepAUdi 
Tha  humble  Petition  of  the  undersigned  Inhtd>itants  of 
the  Parish  of  Wily,  in  the  County  of  Wilts,  like  bth 
ofFehruary,  1817.) . 
Sheweth, 

THAT-  on  the  3l8t  of  May.  1815,  a  Petition  from  this, 
parish  to  your  honourable  House,  waa  presented  by  Paul 

♦  See  page  cxxiii  of  ihij  IntroductioD,  and  page  120,  Vol.  IT, 
of  Malibis's  6th  EditioB  of  the  Essay  on  Population;  also 
pig«  374  oC  ths  Huw  'nilum&    ■ 
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U«tiia«i>  Esq.  ;atrad>er  fin*  this  conoty,  .«a  die  anttject  of 
tiie  pom  IftWB,  to  which  yoar  Petitioners  beg  leave  .sgaia  to 
call  the  atteDtion  of  your  booonrable  House. 

That  ypor  PetititHiers  oiulerstood,  that,  at  the  dose  of 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  your  honourable  House  had 
^pointed  a  committee,  to  take  into  consideration  this  most 
important  sabjeot,  and  yonr  Petitionera  would  have  looked 
with  eoofideDQ«  tovrards  the  resalt  of  sDch  considu^tioo, 
bad  not  a  proposal  been  set  forth,  by  the  mover  of  this 
neuate,  not  only  tabreiairfi  of  hope,  bat  indicative  of  an 
iateotioQ  and  spirit  absolutely  abborrent  to  the  minds  of 
your  Petitioii^i. 

It  was  i^c^osed  is  yoor  honoorable  Howe, — not  to 
better  the  condition  <^  the  poor, — net  to  lighten  the 
overburtbened  wheds  of  induatry,— not  to  rekindle  the 
^irit  of  independence,  nor  to  recmit  the  wasted  strength  of 
the  laboarws  of  Engbtnd : — it  was  prt^poaed  to  oblige  them 
to  pay  fonr-peiiee  oat  t^  every  ten  shilUings  of  theic 
eunings,  ^t  they  who  have  hitherto  paid  poor  rates,  may 
beeasedoftiMiirbardctt!  When  adoh  a  pix^sal  has  been 
made,  and patienibf  Usttatd  to*,  in  t^  British  Senate, 
voder  snob  eiicwnstanfies  as  Um  present,  it  mast  be  higii 
time  for  every  one,  evra  the  loweat,  to  thitdc  for  himself, — 
to  donbt  if  selfisbneu  has  1^  in  the  knwan  breast,  one 
spark  of  benerolencek  or,  if  may  thing  tike  reason  is  to 
dictate  in  the  arrsagementd  of  civil  society. 

Yonr  Petitioners  vena  taqght  to  brieve,  tilRt  after  tiie 
sbuggle  of  war  was  at  an  end,  plenty  w'oold  ccHoe  band  in 
hand  with  peace,  to  rriWisb  the  people,  who  had,  with  un- 
paralleled fortitude  and  snt»iissi(Hi,  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years  of  war,  supported  the  measi^rra  of  theil  Gorwnment: 
your  Petitioners  have  been  disaj^KMated,— most  grievonsl; 


*  TbMe  words,  in  italics,  weia  araiadbeCara  the  Paction  was 
ptasntsd.    The  **pnijMaiil"«»n»daby  Kb.Ciirwui. 
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disappointed.    War  had  its  horrors,  bat  the  present  peace 
is  more  honible  than  war: — ^the  people  in  thousands  stand  - 
every  where  idle,  famished,  dejected,  and  desperate. 

At  fmoh  a  period  of  disappointment  and  gloom,  yonr 
Petitioners  would  bridle  in  every  inclination  to  reproach 
those  who  haye  been  the  more  immediate  instruments  of 
bringing  down  npon  the  country  its  load  of  calamity. 
LookiDg  backward  they  recognise  the  people  at'every  step, 
identifying  their  will  with  that  of  the  Government;  fostering 
its  ambitioD ;  cheering  its  victories ;  sharing  its  plunder. 
Your  Petitioners  wish  to  bury  in  oblivion  the  follies  and 
the  crimes  that  are  passed  :    they  wish,   now,    that  most 

.  argent  nececisity  proclaims  ttiat  something  mast  be  done, 
that  that  may  be  done,  which  may  not  only  be  safe  and 
honoarable  for  tke  British  Government,  but  efficient  to  the 
CQmfort  and  prosperityof  die  people. 

Your  Petitioners  conceive  that  there  exists  no  mystery, 
as  to  the  grand  cause  of  the  piresoit  distress.  Excessive 
taxation,  for  a  long  period  of  years,  has  not  only  wasted 
fte  productions  of  indostry,  but  t^e  fundni^  system  has 
registered- the  price  of  these  wasted  productions,  as  a  debt 
to  be  discharged  byindnstry,  while  industry,  deprived  of  the 
excitements  which  extraordinary  circamstances  afforded, 
has  ceased  to  be  able  for  snofa  a  discharge.  Under  tliese 
changed  cirourostances,  yonr  Petitioners  have  marked,  for 

.  the  last  three  years,  a  fatal  blindness  to  consequences,  and 
have  beheld  with  sorrow,  principles  assumed  and  acted 
upon,  with  a  design  to  remedy  impending  evils,  not  only  of 
a  narrow  and  selfish  character,  bat  palpably  inadequate  to 
the  end  in  view.  Yonr  Petitioners  conceive,  thftt  the  first 
step  which  should  '  have  been  taken,  after  peace  deprived 
this  conntry  of  ifis  monopoly  of  trade,  and  the  peculiar 
incitements  to  industry,  created  by  war  and  extraordinary 
circumstances,  was,  to  have  withdrawn  those  taxes  which 
most  directly  bew  upon  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life, 
and  to  have  subntStnted  in  their  place,   faXeli  upbn  idle 
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prepeii^.  and  great  incomes  accraing  from  the  same.     Sach 
measures  woald  not  ouly  have  been  politic  and  just  among     ' 
individoals,  but  tbeir  adoption  would  at  once  have  enabled 
our  industry  to  cope  with  that  of  other  nationn,  and  would 
hare  aj^ld  ^t  doe  degree  of  confidence  in  substantial 
■took,  which  was  clearly  wanted  to  maintain  a  balance 
against  the  dangerous  induence  of  funded  property,  whose 
immei^iate  eeourity  does  not  rest  on  the  success,  of  trade 
and  industry,   but  in  the  po*w  of  taxation,  and  whose 
pressure  increases  as  tbe  strength  to  bear  it  is  diminished. 
Your  Petitioners  hoped  that  time  and  approaching  ruin 
would  not  only  have  opened  the  eyes  of  all  to  the  real 
situation  of  affiurs,  but  have  made  it  the  first  duty  of 
ministers,  to  I^ave  declared  the  troith,  and  to  have  quieted 
tlie  public  ini«d,  by  an  assurance  of  instantly  tdtering  the 
scheme'  of  taxation.     WiUi  utmost  dread,  however,  have 
they  now  heard  the  Royal  speech  proclaiming,  that  the 
evils,  which   assail   the  country,   spring  from   temporary 
causes,'  and  from  the  transition  from  war  to  peace.    Your 
Petitioners  deem  it  their  most  sacred  duty  to  oppose  sncfa 
sentiments,  to  deprecate  such  advice  to  Royalty,  and  to 
declare  it  to  be  the  very  extreme'  of . infatuatioii  to  rest 
ooder  aucb  impressions  for  a  moment.     Your  Petitioners 
being  mostly  lobonrers  and  poor  men,  have  comparatively 
little  interest  in  the  fate  of  proper^ ;  but  as  sincere  friends 
to  peace  and  good'  order,  they  wish  to  see  that  which 
regulates  all  the  Qommer«ial  bansactions  of  men,  and  which 
is  necessary  to  give  exciteiaent  to  industry,  kept  in  its-pro- 
per place  :-^they  wish  no  longer  tq  see  real  prop^y  swal- 
lowed  up  and  endangered  by  a  bubble,  whose  increase, 
under  esistjng  circumstances,  must  rapidly  tend  to  explo- 
sion, and  whose  explosion  can  leave  nothing  behind,  but 
-wretchedness  and  woe.     With  a  chai^^  in  the  scheme  of 
taxation,  your  Petitioners  hare  persuaded  tbemselres,  that 
certain   proposals,  if  adopted,    would  oo-operale  imme- 
diaUly  to  revive  the  industry  of  the  country,  and,  in  a  short 
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time,  do  away  all  aeownly,  botb  for  poor  laws  and  pow 

rates. 
Tbese  propogalH  are : 

\it.  That  in  every  parish  not  comprehended  in,  twr 
eontaitdng  a  town  of  more  than  one  thousand  inhMtantt, 
Oaeemmtnt  ghait  take  ptatetdon  of  one  hundred  acre$  of 
land,  being  the  neareit  clear  land  to  the  retpeetive  parith 
churchet,  and  otkermise  best  suiting  the  purpose*  in  vtea). 
id.  That  Government  sheU  pay  to  the  ojsnersofmeh 
^  land  its  fair  estimated  value,  raiting  one  half  of  the  t^K^t 
meant  for  this  purpose,  by  a  rate  similar  toa  poor  rale,  only 
that  oaners  of  property  shall  be  asietsed  instead  of  tenants, 
these  latter  being  obliged  to  pay  legal  interest  to  the  former, 
during  the  currency  of  existing  leases,  upon  the  amount  of 
assessment  raised  from  their  respective  holdingi :  the  other 
half  of  the  whole  meant  to  be  obtained  by  loan,  so  cakuiated, 
at  to  be  liquidated  by  rents  and  purchate-money,  mentimud 
below. 

3d.  That  each  hundred  acres  tkalt  be  tUndediatoireo 
tqual parts,  as  to  extent,  and  in  tfuch  a  manner,  at  shall  best 
suit  purposes  in  vkw 

4ith,  That  one  of  these  parts,  in  each  parish,  ihaU  be  en* 
dosed,  and  otherwise  in  the  best  manner  improved,  for  the 
purpose  of  a  common  pasture,  to  remain  so  for  ewr. 

bth.  That  the  other  half  shall  be  Svided  into  haif-acre 
aUotmeuU,  making  one  hundred  allotments  in  each  parish. 

6tk.  2%at  the  present  inhabitants,  male  paritMonert, 
of  such  parishes,  shall  be  allowed  immediately  to  occupy  the 
t^lotmtnts,  one  each;  the  choice  of  allotments  to  proceed  by 
teniority.    ' 

7M.  That  where  the  present  inhtAitants  of  parishes  are 
not  safficietdly  numerous  to  occupy  all  the  allotments  »f  their 
respective  parishes,  other  persons  shall  have  a  choke,  seniority 
a«d  proximity  giving  a  preference,  t^ile  any  allotment  re- 
maiat  unoccupied. 
8th.    That  each  ptrton,  ahen  he  takes  possession  of  an 
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idlolmetit,  ihall  Iherebtf  bind  hinueifto  payfortj/  sWHngs 
aj/ear,Asrattfortke»amt;  and  at  all  timet  to  keep  it  in 
good  garden  culture.  A  person,  thus  paying  rent,  shoUhe 
staled  a  parish-holder, 

9th.  That  at  long  as  these  conditions  are  Jklfilled,  ao 
parish-holder  shall  be  disturbed  in,  nor  turned  out  of  his  > 
aUotment;  and  at  his  dealb,  his  son  may  occupy  ia  his  stead, 
if  twenty 'one  years  of  age :  an  elder  sOn  having  a  priority 
of  choice  to  a  younger  son  ,■  and  failing  sons,  {he  choice  of 
occupancy  shall  proceed  to  the  nearest  male  relation,  before 
it  fails  to  the  public. 

lOlh.  That  01  soon  as  any  parish-holder  shdl  kavepaid 
itdo  a  savings  bank,  to  be  for  that  purpose  established  by 
Government,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  he  shall  hate 
a  coltt^e  built  oH^his  aUotment  to  that  value,'  he  having  the 
choice  of  a  variety  of  plans  for  the  construction  of  the  said 
cottage.    ■ 

1  \lh.  That  neither  the  money  deposited  in  the  bank  for 
the  above  purpose,  nor  the  property  of  the  cottage  rehen 
built,  shall  be  attachable  for  debt;  nor  shali  they  affect  any 
claim  of  parochial  relief ,  due  by  existing  laws.  A  person 
vBhen  possessed  of  a  cottage  in  this  manner,  shall  be  styled  a 
coOage-holder.  At  fas  deafhf  his  cottage-hold  shall  go  to 
the  nearest  heir-male,  as  in  the  case  ofthepmish-hold,  with 
this  £fference,  that  the  heir  who  takes  posies  Am  shallpay  to 
relations,  equally  near  of  kin  with  himself  to  the  deceased, 
male  and  female,  or  to  the  nearest  of  kiti  female  relation  or 
relalioos,  if  such  there  he,  nearer  than  himself,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  others,  a  certain  value  for  the  cottage;  and  ia  ease 
no,  heir  takes  possession  to  fayU  these  terms,  then  they 
may  be  fulfilled  by  other  persons  who  may  desire  possession, 
and  whose  claim  to  possess,  shall  be  regulated  by  proximity 
'  and  seniority :  but  if  neither  relations  nor  others  shall  claim 
possession,  then  the  cottage  hold  ahallrevert  to  Gonemment, 
from  aihom  heirs  shall  receioe  the  Wue  of  the  cottage,  and 
the  cottage-hold  skaU  be  open  topMic  purchase  or  exchange. 
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I9ih.  That  (a  man  as  a  eottage-holder  ihidi  have  hadno 
reUeffrom  the  parish^  for  the  space  of  two  years,  he  sAal/ 
be  etUUled  to  a  nrfe  in  theparishy  and  have  a  righttopas^ 
ture  a  com  on  the  common,    Heshallbe  stj/led  a  freeman. 

13th.  That  if  a  freeman  skaUihrow  kimtelffor  relief  oh 
the  parithf  he  shaU  lose  that  designalian,  his  right  to  vote,  and 
pasture  ;  nor  shall  he  reconer  t'hese,  tilt  he  has  Ivoedfxie  yean 
without  paTochifd  aid. 

lAth.  That  as  soon  as  a  freeman  has.  paid  into  the  bank 
the  sum  of  sixty  pounds,  the  same  shall  be  recened  by 
Government  as  purchase-money  for  his  allotment,  thail  free 
him  from  the  yearly  payment  of  rent,  and  make  him  eligible 
into  parish  offices.  ^Heshallbe  styled  a  parish  freeholder. 
Succession  to  be  regulated  as  above, 

15th.  That  ttU  sales  and exchange^shaliiie  made  through 
ptAlic  medium,'  and  at  once  tofaeilUate  and  regulate  these, 
there  shall  be  correspbndiHg  registries,-  parochial,  district 
county,  and  naiional. 

I6th.  That  no  person  whatever  shall  possets  eith^  in 
one  or  more  parishes,  more  than  one  holdings  and  no  person 
thalt  have  a  choice,  nor  be  alloaxd  to  purchase^  under  twenty- 
one  years  of  age;  but  an  heir  male  shall  be  lUlowed,  whUe  a 
minor,  to  hold  possession,  although  he  shall  haoe  no  vote,  nor 
be  eligible  to  offices,  till  he  come  of  agt:  provided  always, 
that  none  of  the  relations,  entitled  as  above  to  a  share  xif  the 
talued,praperty,  become  chargeable  to  the  parish,  whUe  their 
share  is  unpaid,  nor  the  heir  himself,  for  in  such  cases  the 
holding  shall jesert  to  public  possession,. and  the  residue  only^ 
if  any,  of  the  value  of  the  cottage  and  freehold,  be  pad  to 
the  heir  or  heirs,  after  the  parish  charges  for  maintfaanec 
have  been  deducted. 

Although  yonr  Petitioners  frankly  sabmit  these  Proposals  to 
iho  Gousidera^on  of  your  honourable  Honse,  fliey  do  not  press 
titeir  adoption  in  the  tetter.  Yonr  honourable  Honse  nay 
see  fit  to  modify  the  scheme.  The  conunmi  pasture  may 
be  dispensed  with,  and  the  number  of  allotments  may  be 


M,Googlc 


iamtiekieA,  SltkhMiHAi  m  T^gt6ai*Hi,  as  oirMmrtances  nky 
t«<qilire<  ToWP  PdtitiMiet^  cUMty  inriM  that  H  is  esjeiitlrf 
to  tbe  altoH^dtf  dT  Pttaperim  ih  Etg\»tt&,  tllSt  ao  oppofti^ 
nity  be  MUfde^,  fof  th6  Nboantf^  peiiple  tb  acqi>ii>e  pro- 
perty !«(}  jrtrwnal  ffeHmoi  MBi  #Kdir  ffl*^  have  l6s( 
ttra^lilk)ttp#MI«#drtte  p'AOi'lAWA;  ami  i^&teb  fl^oftti 
iWTiBf  tt^lShi  «i<ter  iBxWd*^  olHMiiMtencfes.     To-  «lfer« 

oecapy  a  hnndred^  pwi!  «f  Aff  natMMif  t^riiory:  arid. 
i#4ieQ  H'M' <Kiifst4A«ij  ^t  tb^pMrdntee  Itoasessbtf  niiny 
faM»es  JuA  goitlM*  in  (frM^  ^dflib,  and  «ilr^0d  <yrei'^ 
Eb^1«iiA  tftteKsH'e  ctrfbalotfTig^,  ofwhlo&fm  «fany  coseH/ 
Any  b«nt  bew  oi^afliiy  d^ijirifM,  ^^^  tese/tation  iMut 
8«Mh  far  fittdv  ^tmvdfaat  cri^  ttnrtiasbaiibte:' 
'  YW#^  P*aBtiHtM  ♦o*ftt  *esi!f»  y Wr  toaiioiirable  HotWe 
W  ObD^tiAtr,-  ^(fet  iMI^eraiJA  dontWttAenf  wcMild  instantly 
«MMf#iiW'dl«fadk>^(m>  <tf  ^A^pQ^t^^bi  or  eveii'of  til 
'ttodifiitafioA  dfiheUk'i  ■m/fa  filM  of  einplo;^«it  ■¥b^ 
he-  iifea9BS^.  hd4  v»*e^tSf^i»  ■ifMyt  be  dlfl^t^ ;  (Atff- 
)tHw1<!^  9f  ^T^tb -fkntfiHAe".  EveU'ft^  dttr^  ptotfrttttioU'dr 
ptWtsidM  fict'  eM  odt  tHi^su^ly,  bfef(ff«  n^ct  lt^iWsf,-V(^ 
be  no  small adrtiaMgf^  ill  the  pr^t^^  y^ itPaeJf^',  abfll 
iMtllU-ctMi^ty  B^  ollWiiGd'Bf  iiR^i^tti^  fi^the  p(><t^,'giir-- 
den  allotments  of  land,  for  individiial  caltivli^fhi  a»3fiiMv4^ 
nieace.  Toor  Fedtionera  deny  wbat  baa  been  asserted  by 
some,  that  sucb  arrangement  in  mral  economy,  would  stir 
np  in  tbe  minda  of  tbe  people  a  desire  for  any  tbing  like  a 
gUteidl'A^rttrfM'riiW.  «t  iMf  fltil^  iabtldUli^  V«te^,4dDld 
kt  mf>«ltf  ^nOkrigw  profMHyCi  T'dur  Fdtfioawn  iicfer.ttr 
AmfeHoa^irlierfl^.iB  wmafiparUti-^  lit^t^of  I  Ttlt^  it  eqqaBjt! 
sha(e4>  iMDoBg  tbe^ric^  aift,  tlw  pytw,  iiith^nf  bi^vM%  9*^*^ 
tbe  least  encroachment  on  prop^ty^     ,  .    ,  ^        .,       , 

Toar   Petitioners,    thoagh  tbey  most   emiestly  idesire 
to  see  a  wise  reform  of'  Parfiaibent,  do  iiot  wish  the  pansl^ 
vote  to  qnaiiiy  directly  for"  parllaineritary   elation,  an^ 
•^ef'^tH^ty  ffisdaiW'dDcI'reiJobiic^^  wW  {is'<joifraWnty 
k 
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understood  by  ooiversal  soSraf^*  Tbey  feel  that  the  mass 
of  the  people  never  could  be  competent,  aofficiently 
to  estimate  the  comparatiTe  merits  of  persons  aspiring 
to  a  Beat  in  parliament ;  althongfa  they  conid  well  judge, 
which  of  their  fellow  parishioners  were  most  worthy  of 
offices  and  trust  within  their  respectiTe  paritbes,  and  which, 
of  Aem  might  be  best  qneli&ed  to  act  as  ^wridi  depntieH, 
at  disttiot  or  oounty  meetings,  .idtether'  assembled  for. 
purliamentary  election  or  other  bosipess.  ' 
Your  PetitioBers  tberefore  most  eamesliy  entre«t  Uwt 
.  ytwi  hooaorable  House  wiU  immediately  withdraw  idl  tas«ft 
on  malt,  salt,  soap,  candles,  leather,  bricks,  and  tjlea; 
contract  no  more  debt ;  pay  all  natjonal  charges  unprovided 
for,  by  an  assessment  on  rents  and  interest  of  m<mey,, 
increasing  the  ratio  of  assessment  upon  ".^eat  incoBoes 
derived  from  the  same: — ^That,  having  done  this,  your 
boaonrable  House  will  lake  into  piost  serious  oonsidn-ation 
the  above  proposals ;  and  pertinulady  that  yon  will  so. 
otact,  that  every  Bfit^h  guhjeiot^  gt^Tfl^  to  man's:  eatateH 
idiall  have  an  oj^rtnnity  of  poenpying  half  an  acre  of 
land  for  ita  value,  whereon  he  may  establish  his  free- 
hold :  and  yoor  petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

(Subscribed  by  Robert  Gonrlay,  and  ninety-sevea  others, 
of  Wily  parish.) 


.:  Xbift  PetUton  bad  m  miM^b  tf>  i^tnig^le  with,  be- 
ftire  it  wa»  presented  to  the,  Hous&of  Coffimoaa* 
that  I  published  an  aocountiof  its  strof^Iffit.  (Pooc 
Law9^  No. '  4.)  Seven  weeks  before  it  was  pi«i 
sented,  I  sent  to  every  Member  of  Faiiiament  a 
circular  containing  that, part  printed  in  italics;  stat- 
.  in^,  at  the  same  time,  that  such  was  to  make  the 
ground  of  a  petition  to  th«  Hq|)^  of  Coi'W^^  ^ 
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soon  as  tt  assembled.  Application  was  made  to 
both  the  county  members  of  Wilts,  to  preseAt  tbe 
petition;  but  neither <^f  them  going  to  town  im- 
QKdiatety  oq  the  sitting  of  Parliament,  it  was 
offered  to  three  popular  tfien  :  "Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
Lord  Cochrane,' and  Lord-Folkstone.  Sir  Francis 
(»HTied  it'to  the  House,  read  it  there,  seemingly 
wieh  great  care,  and  then  returned  it  to  me  by  the 
haiids  of  his  b»ther,  saying,  "he  had  nof  time  to 
raald  it;"  Lbrd!  Cochrane  6bj«:ted  to  tbe  lanfftidge, 
as  "too  strong,"  and  Lord  Folkstone  spurnedft  as 
being  "an  act  of  legislation."  After  this;  it  Was 
ptit  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Methuen,  member  for 
Wiltshire,  presented,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table  %>f  the  House  of  Commons,  the  SSth 
F^roary,  ISir.     ■ 

Now,  thatnearly  font  years  have  gone  by  ^ce 
this  Petition  was  prtesented  to  Parliament;'  1  hope 
the  readerwHl  grant  m'e  indulgence  in  giving 'a 
little  ^explanation  as  to  it.  .,'.>■ 

' '  From  the  moment  that  bur  courtiers  took '  for 
gvaoted,  .that'  public  distress'  arose  out  of  a  mere 
*<  tritnntidn  ftem  war  to  peace,"  and  that  out 
landed'  interest  relied  on  a  Corn  Bill  to  uphold 
^beir  teMa  i-^fiom  that  moment  it  seemed  weir  for 
evw^otrt  to  enter  hiS'  protest!  against  such  mad- 
news,  'wer*  it  ortl^  to  enable  him*  by  a  futtir6  day, 
to'eiEckim',  "■Tliou  canst  liot  saythat'I  didit." — 
Frbm^'thit  moment,  it  was'clear  as  day,  that  we 
were  iiooniitecl' to  distress,  if  not  to  destruction.  THe 
criiishas  not  yet  arrived-  but  What'thidli^^g  niaii 
■iB'freefttttntbi  Im^ession,  that  we  We'n'o'W  e'^ery 
ks  ■ 
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moment  in  j^pandy  P  Sphetpes  multipljr  6>r  tleM- 
vecaiUie.  Pflp  wouW  debas?.  the  <;oin  :  4»Qthei; 
would  at  -oDce  .sweep-  off  lurfipnal  debt,  bj^  a  ge-; 
perai  levy  of  L J' per  cent.  09. evecy  specie^. of  prQ< 
p^rty :  a  thvd  would  lowex  the  rate  ctf  interest; 
ynd.  a  fpurth  has  no  hope  t^utj  in,  the  .^pong/e. 
I  maintain,  that  a  well-reguiated  t^  on.Bfiti*  v^ 
Xnfe^ati  woy  |d  be  prefesa^le;  to  ^very  oth^r  A^ii t»te. 
,Whig»;  ol^ect  to  a  propprliy-tax,  iftit^^  dfeflid- of 
its  epE^ing,  in^'M^^  to  gn^  op  in  prpfMsion,;  il^it 
let.thpse  wlfi?  eivipy;il9nt9.and  ipiteTeat,;,^?^*©  tfaat, 
^l^e  main  point  iji  tO'uab^d^n^apit^Vin  tj^&  hMds 
of  its  epjpJjt^y^rs,  tajgiv«!,es,pitpw(?#  tft;  iiiflMstTy> 
qndBiui;itto>ifd|HfQt|u^e.  T)u^n^yi^atQ^myj]fetttiqn 
admit  of  cp^ro^is^  DialMnd.i^^yapM  .wWi«». 
and  the  tax  on  salt  might  continiff>ip>i|fe:  M>j.<tll£ 
hamme;§  tjbe.  rey^T^oii.  of  u^l^^a,  pul^c  <  pFppW:y> 
which  would,  b^ing  ,uRw^|di  of.  ofl^.-  t^W^r^^  mil- 
lionS)  and  tWtai^  oa,  malt  might.rep^.wj^e  jtjt; 
abolish  sinecuFfs,  and  ecQP9;^[ijze,i^^  tff^departr 
m^nts  of  st^^and^  tlte,.t^x  qn  bopsiW/^ldr  no%  be 
complied  pC  Xo..go  e^ll  ,fpr{t|her  ^ypnd;.^ 
r^ord,  flpa|ke.a  faw,_lyr|  ^bwMar^^ramWI'fty-*'** 
llfiijits,  I pf,  ei^isting  leas^,  on  ^■  sicalp.  of , ri^ftetioB^. 
calculated  from  thp  m^F^atrpri^^d^f  vheVM  «Qit>>- 
BjMtp  *ilj»e3;:  get  quit  pf  all;  corn,, l|lw^;ftp(}^gB8r 
dually  thiow  opeiji  ojut:  porta  -taifiree;  cpwn.«v^ 
These. are  aweepiog prppcaals ;  but  theytf^qipde- 
rate,  when  looked  to.»B  guardf  agaiuat  tlfehpriipTB 
of  revplujion.  They  ai^  moi«  fair  tbaa.dsbi^iag 
the  coin.;  tpate  sj^q  than  i^al^ifig.a  'g/i?^  s^ure 
of  property  i_  moxe.  credijtaWe  t^^  lovwwg  of;  io- 
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tertSt';'  and.  e«iy  "way-  to  be  preferred  to  the 
s|[Sb«8«"i  ■■■■ '■■■'■  ■  

■'Sditie  pOTpI*'  begia-  to-.regianl  rtivolation  *ith: 
dtthplacdicyv  sihee  attWea  have,  of  late,  accom-' 
iKfcliBa  tftis  WitH  ease  aM  «*ftty  ;  but  these  peopte 
IttVte'^etle^t  lipoh  cltcuulfttanceS)  irhich  render  bur 
aituatloil  dllKi«nt  ftdm  thit  bf  bv«r;  other  intlbta.. 
No  I'oUntty  hU  ali<!lt  inultltutle  of  degraded  pati- 
petaftS'Khglaod;  nVeu,  who  retnembek*  better  timea, 
aM  blUre  elttwrieticed  the  Most  Odious  ref<era^:  hb' 
diUtytryhall  auch  a  iswaihi  bf  idlei*  esiMing  bb' 
SMttbtM  Mllh:  tkb  pebple  oCnb  ^bbnbtiy  htVb: 
3<K>b^feehnga  ;  'hbr  ia  «hler^»tly  #hbl<e  lib  tbach 
ttllebt  to  i^itamb  (thsMob.  '  Ititat  in  sheH,  ia  nt]r 
cbbvibtibn,  that  fbvolU^on  in.EngjIand  Would  cer-^ 
ttilbl^  ha<re  it  bibodf  BegindUg  aM  a  dbubtfbl  ebd.' 

'•HiSsb'^lib  expbbt  gbbd  from  reTOlcdlbb,  test 
eittMeulgSiiminy  bb  ibfibf  fnifti  ta«atiob  Ibd'M!.' . 
aenii'iUi.  1,  by  no  MeinB,'  tgink  'tbat  4bch'  ■«! 
lief,  aihh  •limK  oMMM'#i«fibUtViblgi«:e;  TibOtt 
s«<NfWtott  (He  '^tttiat 'gbbd'.  So  hi  M  taxatiW' 
stiftiMlaftes  tO'indbalryj  and  so  far  aft'  riStlbnal  d^b't 
affords  a  place  of  safe  deposit  for  its  surplus  gililis,' 
BAtkal*  (KHfilBle.  'ilii'desi9ei>at«ln'!!>' tb -^ilie 
sSeMe'  'th*  '  pla<i« '  »f  'aepdsil,  ty  'k<«lSii%  taiibttbH: 
WitMnHbtnids,  ■*»!!<!  illiHis*ryi»6ti«ialated  tH  te 
tftUUiiC.'  4)t<r  Mtibbal  deM  i^  b«tl«lnl<«bpital ;  Und- 
etiUM'ib  iiitereatKe' Mriy  fiW  bbt  of  t«e'airpl)W 
etWIil^'bl'sklll  add  indblltljij  ibbibuld  nbtWtb^' 
(iWbd^fiHtMbg:  ^tiay,  ir^tbad  bf'bbifrgieight'llhii-^ 
«kl  WilDbns,  T  sitbbid  U^ladi'tb  iiee  it  tlbbb9« 
thit,  tfebi*;'  or.  tth  -tlines  Hiat!.-A»  bur' debt' Sb!. 
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creases^  IV^Ubqot  dimini^hiug  the  iair  profits  qC  in- 
dustry and  skill,  it  indicates  increasing;  powers  of 
production^  ■  apd  affords  greater  lacilities  to  the  ac- 
complishmept  of  grand  naJtiooal  proj^ts.  ■  Widi 
proper, maqag^Doent,  D^tiona)  debt  pe^  never  be 
ruinous.:  It.is  all  among  ourselves  and  the  grand 
point  i9  to  watch  io  bearings  upon  production.  If 
taxes  :overt>urden  die  wfa^s  of  industry,  tbep  it 
istjm^  ^o  reduce  them,  qr  in.ake  rents  and  int;erest 
be^ra  great^er  share  of.the.lburden.  Re^ts  .^nd  im-. 
t^r^tare  the  o.v^rflowiugs.  of  production;  aiu)  with, 
-  ppw.er tq.regulate.t^ese  overflowings,  ;nationaldeb(. 
ca4(H3{t  be  extravagant. iaanfount.;  With  good  ,ar- 
r^ngeoient,  i%nt»  and,  interest  :may  be.  flui^  into 
tbe jsea,:  and  industry  go  on  producing;  but  the 
ei^oyfnent  of  rents,  and  iateTest-<*pf  affluence  and 
ciase,  is  enyiable. .  It  excites  desires  .in  those  who 
pF(yiuce„rendering  the^  more  and  more  productive. 
tUnts.and  interest  are  thus  remotely  beneficifd; 
bat  tbey  are  not  qf  the  first  coasequeiK^e:  .th^  are 
not  absolutely  necessary ;  and,  .when  .t^^  neces- 
sities of  society  require  it,  they  should  be  first  sa- 
crificed. 

The  misfortune  is,  that  the  rece^vei;;  qf  rents  . 
and  interest  aite  put  legislators;  and,  till  bard  pt>ea- 
s^  themselves,  remain  heedlcns  of  consequences, 
— «ve»n  of  impending  ruin.  Cue  gnat  landl^nils 
are,  at  a  push,  our  directors-in-chieC  .,1^hey  qould 
carry  the  Corn. Bill  against,  the  will  of  oine-t^ths 
of  the  people:  tbey  could  behold  it  powerless,  and 
for  five  years  look  with  small  concern  on  the 
pining  away  of  their  tenantry:  they  co^d  see  the 
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inonied  ioterest  .rising  on  tbeir  ruin;  and  while 
they  can  still  purchase  ease  by  mortgage,  or.  by 
devouring  the  former's  capita),  they  will  remain  in 
apathy ;  or,' worse  than  apathy,  go  about  ameoding 
their  Corn  Bill :  wheb  ev£ry  succeeding  rent-day 
gives  stronger  and  stronger  i»oof  that  economy 
should  be  studied,  they  will  go  on  voting  away 
millions  for  the  support  of  soldiers  in  time  of 
peace!!  Well!  if  the  last  cord  of  feudal  power 
is  t6  'be  snapped  :by  its  own  straining,  it  may  be 
all  for  the  best. 

But  let  us  indu^;e  a  moment  longer  in  theoretic 
discussion^  and  I  shall  say,  tfaat  were  the  hand  of 
-wisdom  itself  to  r^ulate  and  detennine  a  scheme 
of  taxation,  rente  and  inierett  would  be  the  true 
-4<Hircea  of  supply  in  a  country  like  this.  They 
are  most  easily  come  at.  Their  amount  precisely 
^termines  national  capability,  and  by  pressing 
xtpaa  them,  every  moral  good,  which  may  be  con- 
sequent on  the  direct  taxation  of  luxuries,  may  be 
-obtained.  How  monstrous  to  tax  soap,  candle, 
leather,  bricks  and  tiles!  How  monstrously  un- 
priocipled  was  the  war  property-tax !  at  once 
thriftless  and  opfH-essive;  exacting  from  farmers 
often'  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  their  means  to  pay  ; 
settrchiog  the  books  of  merchaotfr;  and  making  the 
income  tax  begiu  at  ^^0  a  year,  and  reach  its  acme 
of  increase  at  £i60l  Oppose  to  all  this  a  well 
reguteted  property-tax  on  rente  and  interest;  and 
duly  consider,  aot  only  the  di^Teraice  in  point  of 
justice,  but  ecohomy.  Lay  a  tax  of  ten  per  cent. 
on  all  reirts  and  interest  whatever,  and  a  quarter 
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per  joent.  ^clitic^ql  ^9  ^y.ety  ^1,000  a  year  ahove 
oae  thous{it}fl>'PPun(]s  c^f.incop^,  out  of  rents  and 
iot^r^«ti  m^  th^  ]}m4£[^^  ;wpuld  .blofprn  delight* 
fully,  ■WhftiW.ould,9Hff^f:.^y,ftMoba,(a;t?  .,  WoM\d 
the  mao  of  .^^PiOpO  a  y^p.  )}e  stinted  in  lu:$:ury 
by  giving  up,  15  p^r  ceflt.,?  the  man  of  ^40,000 
a  year,  3Q  percent.;  pr  tt^e  i^ai^ctf  ^lOQiOOO  a 
year,^5  Rerp?o(,?  Certainly  nqj?  X^ieywPuW 
only  har^  to  dispense  w|th  a.fqfr  :ple9sure .  boncB 
and  lap-^ogs,  jipptfiien,  and  fiddlers.  But  tbet^  i^ 
DO  hope  of  getting  this  effected  pe^eably,  ^ut  by 
(yf^lfiioa.tic  petjtiqnjflg.  -.,;.,. 

.  Hayirfg:Bafar  tai;iche,4  W.ttie  oqt-^ofks  £}f.iny 
F^titiprii  I  wq^lc|  ooyr  draw.fitt^pUoi^  toM^  inJilfUe 
,pa^t-^tliat  prints  in  italip^;  aqfl  tp  tbi^ ;1  W;p\4ld 
particularly  call  the  att^ptjon  of  Mr.  Malt^i^i^-M- 
serting  that  it  will  be  impogsit)!^  to  ^^t  qi^  of  th« 
^?  evil  in  comp«rim^  (ff  t^^ick  the  nafKWttt  4ebk 
mtkaU  itt  te/rrprvt  i»-  q/f  Httk  www*(,*'  without 
fi^i^e  ^v{c-k  plan,  as  fa#re  s«.t  f<3rtb.  I  aaseit  that 
there  18  WiOte  tjbwm  eclqtJ?,^wa  SWl  wlief  from:toJ(a- 
^^ftn  require^i  to  ^^qtout  "ihfptp^eci,pf0  mwr 
s^rws  defernfjitjf  i^^ifeietjf";  J  ass^t  thatpfejects 
of  amlpi tipn. , sbpi^  bg  sef .  M'ofFe  tJiQ, ppor  of  Eng- 
land, to  8,^in^uJ^  exertiqVn  aq^dr&w  tbdln  forth 
fmm  thp  a][)y8ft  ojtfflisery  and^  diegrai^ttOA  W  wWch 
thgy.are  nfiw.  plungedi  ti(at  qppor(uniyr  sbowM 
)9e;)i0,W;gjiYen  thetn,  not  pnly  to  acquire  prp^r^, 
but  civifi  Tights,  l^,  t)xe  ^,\yeat  of  t^e  facg;  .and  I 
asaer^  tb^t,  by  l(be)(al,  nie^iiTe?,  they  .?ifty  bfe  m»de 
in  ten  ye^ir^ Djpt  pip^y  to  iviburl;hen  tUe,.(;aqntry  «f 
ppftr-i^tesi   but    ti),  a^  gwatly  to    its  ffifecttve 
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stmigtbv-r^hat  a  weak  and :  pret6tless  poptibtion 
may  be  got  quit  of,  while  -a  strong  and  healthy 
imf)  would ' be  substituted:  Smlly,  that  moral 
leatniot  ta»y  be  ao  atrengtbened,  that  we  ahonld 
Mvtg  stand  in  Dead  of  war,  pestilence,  or  femine^ 
to  cany  off  redundant  population. 

Mr.  MaUhus  his  ventured  to  recommeod  ^'  a 
fftnemlimprotiemtHt^.cottaffts"  ini even'* the coiv 
^em  OK  a'-  limited  ic^f'  thbikin^  that  **  with 
propiaf  jn-eaautiuu,anertaiikportiohdflMui.tniffht 
bt  jHven  to  a  eohsiderabie  hodg  of  the  lofrofErm^ 
«jiiM«r.''  My  mind  was  made  Up  as  to  bU  these 
paitits,.  when  I  dfev  up  the  foregoing  Petition* 
and  «Gter  sixteen  years  reflection  on  the  subject* 
with  better  opportunities  of  judging  than,  any 
Other  mdividual  whatever. '  1  have  aioce  etioBaal 
the  AllaDtLb,  oever  losing  sight  of  nay  plan  ibr  the 
delinrereoce;<^  theJ^Dglish  po(;>r  from  oppression: 
I;:have  beobine  niQre  aod  more .  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  something  being  done  ;  and  am  more 
tod  mor^  assured  that  no  half  neasure-~no  pid> 
dTtog  plan  can  afveii.  The  tsme'  i»  im^  at  hand 
wben  sameUqrigmHsC'be  done,  and  thespoaerthe 
bAlter';  for  now  we  niay^  have  Gatvatioo,'  by  aad 
by'  despjklr.  The  execution  of  luy.  plain  vboold  ex- 
hibitaisoeae  unlike  to  imy  thiong  which  the  world 
ha?  yet  witntsisedf  pecfectlysafe,  qnd  every  way 
effeetive.'  St  diwlainu  alt  coQQeKi(»h  with  Spen- 
cean  doctrines,  and  Btill  more  with  the  monstrous 
absurdity  6f  spade  husbandry.  It  proposes  no  <ie- 
rangeuLrat  in  ihe  frame' of  society,,  nor  any  dan- 
gerous iftttfference  with  private  property.    A  hun- 
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dredth  part  of  the  island  would-  aoawer  its  fullest 
demands;  and  that  would  be  paid  foi'  most  libe- 
railj*.  It  willbedbserved,'from  thePetitioD,  that 
1  was  not  rigid  as  to  the  quantity  of  l^nd,  and  that 
I  admitted  ofmodiBcation  as  circumstances  should 
require.  I  wished  to  Set  forth  the  greatest  quan- 
tum r^uired,  to  shew  that  even  that  wais  nothing 
before  the  mighty  object  aimed  at ;  the  rooting  out 
of  poor-laws,  and  .  improving  the  character  and 
condition  of  the  people.  The  half  acre  of  tend  is 
condescended  upon  as  being  such  a  qBaiitity  as  any 
poor  man  could  make  the  raost'of  at  his  spare  hours, 
and  from  which  he  could  raise  sufficient  food 'for 
a  cow;  along  with  his  liberty  of  pasturage  on  the 
common  ;  but  there  are  reasons  which  would  make 
it  politic  and  right  to  diminish  both  the  extent  of 
the  common  and  the  garden,  plot.  A  quarter  of 
an  acre  is  the  proper  size  Ibr  a  garden,  and  95 
inistead  of  Mi  acres  of  common  would  be  quite 
sufficient. 

'  :A  rood  of  landv  under. good ;garden  culture,  will 
yield  great  abundance  of  every  kind  of  vegetable  for 
afomily^besides  alittlefora  cowand  pig.  If  there  is 
aground  on  which  a  cow  can  range  for  partof  aday, 
she  can  be  kept  in  high  condition  for  milk,  upon 
articles  of  food,  which  can  always  be  purchased  ; 
s(jaw,hBy,grains,&c.;  and,on  introducing  a  general 
system,   the  less  bounds  in  which  that  can  be 

*  "IVre  are  in  Great  Britun ; . . . .  54,603,300  tarn. 

Then,  SOacresset  aside  in  eadi  of  10,0001      ■-,^  -,^ 
piriBhe8,'giv« :.,....$       ^°^>°^ 

The  quotient  is  nof  a  htindredtli  part , .  109 
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accomplidied,  BO  much  the  betters.  :lt  JB.oot  the - 
intcation  to  make  labourefs  pK^essionai  gurdeucra  <x 
farmers  !  it  Jb  'inteoded  to  confine.  tb«ii'  to  bare 
convenieoce.  .The  bad  effects  of  giving  too  mocb 
laod  to  labourers  was  discovered  more  than  thirty 
y^rs  ago*  io  -  the  lowlands  of  Scotland.  Wbiit 
w«ce  called  the  Cotter  rigs  (Cottager'a  rijdges)  are 
now  ey&y  where  done  away  with,  and  to  th^ 
beoefiti  of  both  masters. and  aervants.  The  bad 
eff^cts.of,  the  little  pot^boe . farms  in  Ireland,  are 
vfetl. known;  and  nothing  but  dirt  and  mismy  i» 
witDessed  antomg  the  Cro/iers  of  the  highlaads  of 
Scotland*.  A  tidy  garden,  with  the  right  of 
turning  put  a  cow  in  a  small  well-improved  and 
weH-fenced  fiekl,  would  produce  effects  of  a  very 


*  FoniMrlyiUScotlandiByery'largeJknn,  or  barony, had itiorf- 
let  tovn  {coUaeei*«  tonnX  that  ;irB>,  ahui^et,  or  small  Tillage,  round 
whicb  a  portion.  tJ  land  was  laid  out  in  ridgea ;  and  eedi  cotter 
bad  one,  tm>,  or  taore'  of  thsae  ridgea,  on  viiatik  he  grew  «  little 
Mts  Hew  ibmI)  a  Ittlk  ^«x  for  doawatie  ntwm&cture,  a  sUffidency 
tifoUUtee  (Jf^tbatirool  was  untiDduced),  a  litf  e  gran  for  haa 
C0H>  &C.  Thfl.farnwr  oc  imrd  (landlord)  under  whom  the 
cotten  rented  their  houses  and  land,  lent  aid  to  plou^  the  ridges, 
tuof  in  the  onip,.  &c ;  and  the  cotters  were  bound  to  work  to 
im,  -mhaa  required.  .The  ayitem  was  wretched. '  The  land  was 
but  half  cultivated :  its  stinted  produce  increaaad.the  caies.  and 
arance  -of  lbe  occainer;  but  «dded' little  to  bie  comfort  To 
beUer.  the  oHidition  of  the  oow, '  and  to.  .add:  to  (be  small 
ia-gn4ierii)ga  of  barrest,  ibe  ootterwBs  led  to  help  biDUfllfJ>y  littb 
and  litfle  out  of  his  master's  fields  and  barns;  and  habits  of 
pilfering  grew  up  with  the  c«w>herd  and  spinater.  I  am  jus(  old 
enough  to  have  remraabrance  of  the  ^cpiriog  a jatem,  and  the  im- 
preesions  lef^  on  my  mind,  jnake  me  rejoice  that  it  w  Aow  do  mor«. 
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tentment,  coKHfore,  a»d  *  waid  of  «OiiV^n}Mio^. 
IndepetideiYt  of  the  advuitt^  whluh  wdulj  acttde 
to  the  inh«t»t(intft  of  a  village,  in  the'  -Way  of 
cow-keeping,  from  a  small  common  ^  pftrk,  tbei« 
IB  need  of  such  a  spot '  ftrt  verioos  other-putpoten  : 
tb«  bleaching  of  linen;  The  gambols  «f  tbe  y«6ltg  i 
and  the  sober  Eamitering;  of  the  did ;  ex^erdse  and 
air;  the  feeling  of  iBdependenee  and'Social  UdkM. 
Objection  has  been  started  to  tbe  sobenie,  that 
its  benefits  oould  not  be  exttindtd  to  people  in 
towns ;  but  it    may   m  prbpei'Iy  b«  s^^   «tMt, 


Many  years  ago  I  have  explored  tbe  interior  of  the  highlands  of 
Scotland ;  but  till  the  spriDgof  ld90  was  not  sd  far  north  as  Qlengary 
and  Lochaber.  There  I  finessed  the  wretchednesB  of  the  crofters ; 
and  wished,  most  heartily,  that  gorerament  might  allow  me,  or 
i)6m9O»aalm,¥yKmonm0rf  ode  of  than  to  V^r  CanttAat  that 
thar  room  in  the  higUaidb  adgbt  be  ooenpiail  Mlii«lf  by 
stspheidi,  «sd  they  ttoiMltw  iMeu«d  frMt  fihb.  I  <eitimAi  yei 
aa  to  mind  tfatt  tnf  htfTete,  witb-nMi*  ■{MWli^'OM  from  evBTf 
poi«,witbe«feelbifiltfcrtHt)<Nr.  TteiM  }>ett^  WflM,  iMst  ef 
itMtu,  w^inily  MMugule. '  At  Itaatt  M  birif  tf  HUm*  I  ctlfced 
wi<li,  WON  kscaltiT  'ii;  ^bat,  Voir  wAnI  of  ttrtai-  afid  arnajjenMit^ 

ftw  oan  TDovifci''     ,  ■•'  >/■■  ■■'  '■  ■-'      ■■■  '•■  '■      ■■  ■'  ■■■  '■'■■•'■' 

*  White  «HHp^!iillg<lhiB'>OA<ltt&f,  fKTaoi^o1!»W,'6e]ttfcdititJlV 
ItaOi  and  studyi^  tbe nbdVA'  sul^,  I'tegak' W  .<j0nfiUfer  WUrf 
wonid ba ihe'CoOMqaeiKeiftbew  «M' Hv  fotfraMf ^Ut'ii^  tW 
paHitianittg  of  eottage  idtotMeMa;  tiBd  !•  ttM<t«'tct''fe'ifiSbl^}''tt 
aatiffltuahow'it'ludaiAuHit;  tailMdettt  w4ib  f!l\V"fiiti  ttpoAiaf 
felWr't  e«tBt«  in  Ae  pdrJtb  oTCerMt '  'i  satati/>rM  tAiaM'W«t3i 
Kyraiige  thb  ititDmutSo^' fe(]lllted;^d'bafe  iltfw  tt)  ^I'^aenfa: 
table,  &otn  ^icb  the  polttical  tXoMttA^atteyAt&it  AOnt  AM  DUti 
coDcIumoBi^  The  «bt*was  ftll«di*p  byMr;  MaHiit;  land-silhrtyttf 
in  Orsigrothie,  ttatai  of  gNUit  uttdney.  :'-.■■       ■•-■"■■■. 
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should  not  v«otui9e>  soi  far  aa  GAe^ftlai^d.     We^ 

STATE  of  Ike  FEUS  m  t\^  Lvndt  of  BaltiUg,  Scotitantt,  and 
CroffrotUt,  wt  liU.iW^  if  Cetei,  ^omtfjf  "/  Fife. 
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ten  thousand  coud^  parishes  acoommodated  with 
fifty  acres  each,  no  inhabitaut  of  a  town  need  be  \a 
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want :  and.  if  inhabitaDta  of  towns  were  tempted 
out  of  them,  to  have  the  enjoyment  of  a  garden  and 
common  right  in  the  country,  so  much  the  better.  . 


It  must  be  otwerred  that  the  land  meBsare  in  the  above  table 
is  Scolcb,  which  is  one>fifih  pait  larger  than  English  measure. 
F  stands  lor  fail,  equivaleiLt  to  pole;  40  of  these  making  tt 
rood.     Feus,  sot  built  upon,  hare  been  omitted. 

Ilurty-rix  oripaal  EeuerB  appear  to  bare  among  them  SO  acres, 
S  roods;  oi  about  3  roods,  S?^  falls  each:  aad  108  sub-fraecs 
and  tenants  ha.vBevf0Ay  \  rood  each.  Some  fsmiliea have, no 
garden  ground,  and  in  some  bouses  are  two  bmiliea.  Had  the 
land  beep  equally  divided,  the  gardena  would  have  been  of  a  pro- 
per size :  the  greater  part  of  them  are  much  loo  smalL  Famtliea 
do  not  aTerage  4  each;  but  there  are  14  persons  liTing  single, 
friiich  shonld  not  count. as  families.  A  coniiderable  number  of 
tbeso  pec^le  keqi  cows  and  pigs ;  and  almost  every  hnd  of  a 
fitmily  would  have  one  cow,  with  the  privilege  of  grazing  one  on 
a  common.  One  common,  well  improved,  and  divided  into  four 
well  fenced  fields,  sq  as  to  be  grazed  in  succession,  each  field  one 
wtek  at  a  lime,  woOld  be  quite  sufficient  for  such  a.  number  of 
people  as  appear  in  tbe  table.  Ancient  commons  were  rendered  ' 
of  little  eerrioe  to  die  public  for  want  of  fencing,  improvement, 
ui4  regulation,  as  to  t&e  quanlrty  of  grazing  stock,  shifting  and 
proportioning  this,  &c.  A  few  simple  regulations  would  not 
only  make  tbe  common  yield  the  utmost  profit  and  convenience, 
but  make  the  business  of  cow-keeping  altogether  simple.  A 
little  hay,  strew,'  grmins,  turnips,  and  the  like,  all  of  which  conM 
be  really  pnrchased  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  would  be  all 
tbs  want;,  aad  tbe. masure  produced  by  the  consumption  of  these 
articles  would  be  just  saffii^eat  te  snp[4y  the  gardeqa.  There 
would  be  no  confiision,  little  care,  great  economy,  and  a  world  cf 
comfort  and  confenience.  '  Beavers,  and  baes,  and  ants,  have  the 
best  posnble  arrangements  determined  for  them ;  but  man  is  left 
to  his  own  contrivance.  How  simple  is  (hat  now  prc^osed ;  bat, 
■las !  the  perversity  of  our  nature ! ! 
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(%raat  tcfwnss-.inmaDy  re^wchit  are  b^d.  Theyare 
unlavoantble  to  m<vals,'  to  hfeakh,  to  national  eco- 
nomy. InWIli^sof  from  fifty  to  doe  faaodred  fami- 
lies every  good  of  combi nation  can  be  obtained.  In 
such  villages  every  species  of  manufactory  could 
find  Sufflciefit'ban^  for  supplying  labour  ill  all  its 
divisions. 

I  am  at  a  Iqss  to.  uoderstand  wbat  Mr.  Malthus 
mew^' li^  1^1 "  impKwenieat  <^cotlugW  If  he 
ian«9>'tfa«>ittip«oveiiicnt  ofdwettin^hooses,  tb^Feis^ 
ai  rule  to  be'attended  to,  and  Jt  is  this';  that, 
every  bouse;  to  contain  a  family  willi  decency  and 

.  comtcflnt,  sbould  have  a  kitchen,  parlour^  and.  three 
sleeping;  xpartmentts  :  one  for;  tlie  parent,  pair: 
One  fiw  malA' }-  and  one  for  female  childre&.  T.hiB> 
plan  asd  ekev^tion  «f  a  k^  cettage,  inHmdueed 
page^^*,  has  this  miidi  accotmnotfetion';  ami'h  tWeli' 
in  the  contrivance  of  which,    I  have   beatowetf 

'  considerable  thought.  Such  a  one,,  finished  plajntj^r. 
and  fiiwiahed.  with,  every,  wooden:  conveoieace,, . 
coaM  be  afibvded'  ih.  the.  irildA  <i£  Gaaadai  for  £aOi. 
In  England;  a' cottage,  buitt  «C  brick  dr  stone,  aii# 
finished  ks ;!  would  wish ' to  see'it,  dnbstantialTy- 
apd  elegantly,  wQliid  cost  £80  rtow;  and'fouryears 
^p,  would-  have  loost  jEiOQ.  ,Reqiiiring  such  a 
ontti^si  ta.be  erwted  by  anvindivicMi^l^u.b^Gcffe  he- 
eeu\A  ohnnii-th«'-righlir  ol^:ar  eottag^bolda%  ■» 
piflper.-wc  tarioiWfi'accdlintS-. '  ;T!¥tt  difficulty-  W 


will  appear  in  roL  iii. 
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kcquiriDg  privil^ea  -would  tnak^  these. privileges, 
be  more  esteemed,  apd  wduld  Ining  into  the 
possession  of  tbem,  superior  merit;  whilie  the 
after-enjoyment  of  a  handsome  place  c^  residence 
would,  in  no  smat]  degree.  -  assist  in  upholding 
laudable  pride  and  selt-respect.  Itmaybe  thoughti 
that  a  common  labourer  could  never  accumulate^ 
out  of  his  wages,  the  sum  requisite  for  the  erecticm 
of  such  cottage  ;  but  he  certainly  could,  if  the  late 
of  w-ages  was  fair.  "  It  has 'already  been  stated^  that 
before  thepeace,  a  Scotch  ploughman  had  £90  and  > 

his   victuals:   the   half  of  this  could,  with  eoo> 

.  nomy,  ^eep  him  in  clothes,  and  the  other  hdf, 
regalarly   deposited    in   a  savings  liank,    might 

'  amount  to  £100  by  his  S^h  year. 

'  Althoogh  I  have  an-  absolute  abhorrence  of  the 
spade  husbandry,  as  ^Mroposed  by  the  benevolent 
Mr.  Owen,  I  perfectly  agree  with  him,  that  moral 
training  niaylgreatly  improve  the  human  character. 
Before  Mr.  Owen  came  before  the  public  as  an  Au- 
thor, I  bad  '  ptrtilished  my  opiniony  ^at  "  dreunt' 
stances atutsituatMH',"  could  mould  this;  and  in 
America  I  liave  seen;  it  sofarrerified.  Man,  nj- 
deed,  is  a  ductile  animal,  and  a  giood  One,  when 
not  crossed  with  tyranny,  or  ruraed  A-om  bad  tfx- 
ampl«i  He  is  more  hopeful  ihaa  Mr.  Malthas 
woald'hfivo  us  believe  ;  bnt -his- tmierng  ttiu«t 
commence  befiwc' the  wedding-day,— it  mustccHD- 
mencefromthecradle.  '  ■  '    ■  ■  ''     ■ 

As  to  the  '^  Cotif  systetn,"  there  ia  no  possibility 
of  introducing  it,  generally;  but  4ofer  as  a  com- 
mon adjoining  every  village  would  admit;,;  and  I 
1 
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pn^lKwIflei  ;  Jtiain  pianCectl^-  aw^r«.jQf  the  diffiouky 
of- {getting.  o,ar  rulers,  qnd,,in(]f)ed>ithe  g^wat  body 
D|,Ati0  wealthy  clnssw,  to  give,  a,  liberal  hearing  to 
s^^  H  pifppcstd.  T^ey  base  a  dread  that  any  ad- 
misDtm.Qf  tha  pfoj;)^  to  the  esaoyoKnt  of  civil 
fighM.  would  ie^d  tq  unroatipnahle  dem^odsi:  but 
it  >  groun^iew  and  unchriat»n  As  to  the  I»f)(l 
ifi^irfdi  t]i»  pocir  bitve;  a,  proqitive  right  tf>  it. 
looking  buck  to  these  l^at  *0  yews  of  spoil,  Uotter 
Sflt?  of  eaclosuDe.  TbeUind,  aejustly  taken  froia 
tbwi,  und^:  th«se.  acts,  ha»  amounted  to  mow 
!4mi  jwoiild  .ti^:i!«iqiUT«d  da  «staJ[»Kah  tho  YiHage 
^stqin  ^U  over  tilf»  iskind.  .Yml  much  nwve.t;^ 
500,000  acres  havft  hefl«  thufl  unfairly  takes,  frw 
tllfi'PWVI]  93d*:  in  ftnother  w«y,  t^ey  hAVd  /^Iso 

Ifpsa  g)Mlu»I,^  aad.  cwnowly  d<^nY«tl  qf  *bfiit 
awoppiAy..  By  prewiUBgfcgul»]6iM|s»  n«?tpfiwo»i« 
.«BtUl«d  ,t«  p^riflhrmlief  i«bih  fee,  has,  afiy  ire»l 
-^iPperty.  if  he  ia  put  to  it.  he  wuet  swear  that 
M Mpwr :rr^hAk  b*  b%  neither  TOttage  ttoi^gtr- 
:^ihi  cow  niv  9t\£i  thftt,  h9  h3«  nothing  but  bow^ 
-bold  fumituvfl  N)d  woKTtDg  aj^tel.  Wbat  hlt^ 
#9fliied,&oin  this  law?  Why,  %\»t  »ot  one  w.  a 
^ndred  ttf  Gnglifh^lahouKws  hw  ndw  &  shelteiing 
:p)[ft«t3  whi.Qk  ho  can  cfiU  his  ownt  Aloiost  ujM|V«r- 
■w%  ti»  poor  hatfe  hoen  obliged  to.  jwt.  with  tjwii; 
-Wrttegw  »i¥igM:d«nB.  .Tboinf?rn(ii^  poo«-law.  sys- 
tem forced  them  to  make  this  sacfifiof ..  Tke  fAout^ 
4$lh  most  aQti«e»  ^d  DMst  wilUog  labqura,  oguld 
-QPt  inailitMn  his&njily,  after  the  cQiubinatioii  to 
kmp  dovO' wages  waa  fooned,    Tb««e  was  d.posi- 
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tire  oecessity  for  his  applying  to  the  parish  for 
relief,  and  this  relief  he  cpuld  DOt  bare  tilt  cot- 
'  ta^y  garden,  aad.  all  was  surreodered.  For  many 
years  sore  stru^tes  were  made  to  iQaintaiu  inde-. 
pendence,  and  keep  poseeBsion  of  the  little  spots 
which,  sioce  Eogland  was,  bad  descended  by  in- 
lieritaace  from  father  ta  son  ;  but  it  would  not  do: 
indeed,  it  was  foolishness  to  hold  out ;  and  it  bt- 
cume  a  common  sa}^ng>  that  *'  a  collage  and  gsr- 
den  fva$  ik*  mint  thiuff  a  poor  max  could  iWe." 
Let  the  redded*  .pause,  and  reflect  upon  this:  let 
him  think  of  consequeocea,  —  beatt-sickcning, 
appallingi  ruinous  consequences..  What  is  pfO' 
perty  good  for  ?  for  what  hu  God  created  it  ^ 
what*,  but  a  desire  to  pcesess  property,  can  spur  on 
the  mass  of  mankind  to  exertion?  what  would. 
we  be  but  fiai  this  desire  ?  yet  here  are  iaillt<Hi» 
of  tbe  Engiiab  people  in  whom  that  desire  haa 
become,  extinct**— who  must  pass  thioi^  bfe,ai9d 
never  enjoy  the  deligjit  of  having  a  bomie  whicb 
they  can  call  their  own. 

What  does  Mr.  lilaitbaa  say  to  this  i  Is  there  » 
sisgle  word  on  tbe  eubject  in  his  whole  book  OB 
p(^uiIatioQ  F  When  we  look,  to  the  index  of  that 
booki  and^  run  over  tbe  many  heads,  under  which 
the  poor  and  poor-laws'  are  apokeii  of,  do  we  iud 
a  sdngle  woid  regarding  this  i  Do  we  fiod  any 
tilting  of  Ibis  in  t^  cbapCer  which  treau  a!  "  tAt 
ottlf/i.  effictwU  made  t^improBing  the  eendiliom  of 
the  jMOr  P''  No :  not  a  word — not  a  syllable :  yet, 
in  this,  is  tbe  grand  secret ;  in  this  is  the  germ  of 
hiQ|tq;  in  this'  is  the  one  tkii^  'wedfwL     L^  but 
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the  poor  have  a  little  property  to  b^in  with-^a 
little  stock  in  trade;  let  them  have  a  home,  which 
they  can  call  their  own,  with  the  hope  of  independ- 
ence, andall  wilt  go  well.  God  instituted  property,, 
aftd  clearly  tells  us  that,  by  the  proper  use  of  it,' 
we  can'  rise  to  excellence  ;  but  without  property  or, 
the  chance  of  acquiring  it,  no  good  can  be  expect- 
ed pf  us. 

I'have  rapturously  expressed  liiy  joy  in  accom- 
panying Mr.  Maithus  from  earlier  to  "later  times: 
from  north  to  south,  and  from  west  to  east;  ano», 
musing  on  the  abstract  truth,  that,  in  proportion  as 
men  are  virtuous',  so  are  they  happy:  but  am  I 
to  dream  only  of  this  abstract  truth?  When  I 
have  obtained' full  information  aa  to  "the  checks 
to  population,  in  the  lowest  stage  of  society,*'-^— ' 
"  among  American  Indiansj": — "'in  the'  islands  of 
the  South  Seai" — "  among  the  ancjint  iatebi- 
tanls  of  the  North  of  Europe,"-^ — "  aiilbh^ '  modem 
pastoral  Rations,"—"  in  different' 'parts  of  Africa,'* 
— ?'  in  Siberia,  north  and  wJuth," — "  in  the  Turk- 
ish dominions  and  Persia,'' — "in  Itidostan-  and 
Tibeit,'" — "  in  China  and  Japan," — "'among  th^ 
•  Greeks," — "among-the  Romans^"— "ihNorway,'* 
■'^"  in  Sweden,'* — "  in  Russia,"- — "in  the  middle 
parts  of  Europe,**  —  "  in  Switzerland,''  —  "  in 
Prance,"—"  in  England,-"—^"  jn  ScotFftnd  and  Ire- 
hind;" — when  I  have  obtained  full  information  as 
to  the  checks  to  population,  it  all  these  coiUitries, 
ancient  and  modern,  and  in  pvery- stage  of  society, 
am'  I  to  fallasieep,  and  give  up  al!  inquiry  as  to 
the  means  by  whibh  moral  restraint  may'be braced? 
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Am  I  to  make  a  jumble  of  crude  ideas,  ~ and  satis- 
fy myself,  ooly  of  this  bare  abstract  propo&iticm, 
that. all  checks  to. population  are  "resolvable  itita 
moral  restraint,, vice,'  and  misery?"  Am  I  to  rest 
satisfied  widi  the  belief,  that  the  paupers  of  Eng- 
laod  may  be:exalted  in  character  and  conduct  by  a 
mece.  seunon;  and  that,  too,  on  their  wedding 
day:?  -What!  l^ture  a  young  couple  on  that  day,, 
against  iutemperaoce  during  the  h^ney-moonJ ! 
ReHUy,':Mr..  Mialthus,  (here  is  no  .wonder  that  you 
.  have  stirred  up. indignation.  Nature  should  not 
be  ^  provoltijid— sp  w»fltonly,  outraged.  With 
all  my  adinication  of.  the  .theory  of  population,' 
I.  roust  hold  youj,  practice  in  .derision-  You 
make,  me  .think  of  an  astronomer  fixing  ^is  eye  so 
intently  on .  the  BjiJky-way, .  to  discover  its  specks, 
that  be.forgctts  that  there-  are  stars  of  the  first  mag* 
nitudein  th^  fihiiqnient.i. 

:  Xhat '.'  p<^i|la:tion  must. always  be  kept  down  to 
tJbelevel.of  subsistence,"— that*,' wh^nunchecked," 
it  may  '.'  ino'ease  in  a  georpetric^  i^tio,''  that  "  pc^ 
pulatiop,  CQuld  it  be  supplied  witb'fooi;!,  ;>y,o.uld  go 
on  with  uaexbauftted  vigour;"  and  that  "  the  in^ 
creaseofonepetiod  would  furnish  a.g^eateriacrease 
to  th«  next,,  and  this  without  any  limit,"  &c.'  are 
all  triiiistlis,..whioh>3ny  child  may  .understatid.-  -I 
am  convinced,  with,Mr,  Malthus,  that  a  tiatJon's 
strength  does  not  consist  in  the  mere  multitude  of 
its  people  ;  but  in  the  moral  and  physical  strength 
of  the  individuals  whocompose  the  multitude;  and, 
most  assuredly,  there  is  great  room  for  improve- 
ment io  this  way.    Bred  to  farming,  I  clearly  com- 
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prehen'd  Mr.  Malthus,  when  he  speaka  of  having 
good  stock,  instead  of  bad  stock,  od  a  farm ;  but 
ihe  example  which  I  bavd  given,  ftom  experience, 
of  the  difference  between  Scotch  and  English  la- 
bourers, one  earning  £S0,  while  another  earned 
but  £19,  renders  all  resort  to  ^guratire  comparison 
unnecessary:  it  is  direct  to  the  point.  And  whtn 
it  clearly  appears  by  what  Titetnu  an  English  pauper 

-  may  be  made  as  good  a  man  as  any  Scotcfamoa 
whatever,  why  should  he  hesHate  in  resorting  to 
the  means  for  delivering  one-half  of  the  nation  lioin 

,  misery,  and  another  from  the  burden  of  poor* 
rates?  The  simple  means  is  to  give  the  English 
poor  a  chance  of  acquiring  property,  a  hope  of  in- 
dependence ;  and  see  the  e^ctB.  T>o  but  this :  edo- 
cate  the  young,  and  free  the  oM  from  ranalage. 
Only  130  years  ago  the  Scotch  were  very  brut*— 
the  basest  rabble  on  earth ;  but  the  institution  of 
pfltish  schools  witnight  a  mirede  :  I  nay,  iadeed, 
quote  my  own  words  on  this  subject,  written,  in 

'181^:  **The  So(rtch,  in  one  cenniry,  were  the 
hiost unprincipled  and  desperate  mamudera;  in  At 
next,  they  were  examples  of  sobriety  and  peace*." 
As  soon  as  the  poor  rascally  ^otch  got  the  radi- 
ments  of  education,  they  began  to  work  tbeif  way 
to  independence ;  and  they  sought  for  it  ^  the 
world  over.    Let  the  English  have  the  sevM  ad- 


*  RioHT  TO  CauBCB  PxoPBBTT  8KCURBD,  pagfi  SI.  Who- 
ever wishes  to  see  a  true  picture  of  the  Scotch,  prior  to  the  Refbr- 
mation,  should  look  into  LiH!>eAT  or  PrrrsooTTiB'sIIfSTORrof 
that  time,  "the  change  of  chajrapttr  siBcfl  is  tiuly  Mrikiitg. 
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Vantage,  and  they,  in  like  madneri  -ivill  proUt  by, 
Ut  But  I  bare  aaid,  tbat  M  aubstBatials  hn^ti  bfen 
taken  froai  tbe  p6dr  (of  Eeg;l8ntl),  wad  Chajt  buh- 
itantiaU  tnust  be  returned."  £veQ  With  educatiodj 
the  powof  Englsod  caanbt  bave  such  a  chance  a» 
tbe  Scotch  had  ;  aud  thatt  because  of  the  exi«t)og 
atate  of  property^  I.do  aot  kuo\t  if  tb«e  is  a  aitigle 
parish  iti  SDOtlaud,  Where  the  labouriag  classes  do 
not  possess  cbosiderabte .  property  in  hduaes  and 
laud)  ot-ywiieretbey  cannot  findplenty  of  cottages 
aDdfwdeiu  to  ptirohas^of  take  oa  lease.  In  £ng*' 
Isndr  it  is'  all  othetvlse.  I  question  if  th.^  poor  of 
'WiHsbir^f  were  they  femancipated  to-ttonow  fnnii 
parish  bbsdnge^  aod  io  the  way  of  mskiog  ftioD&yt 
'  could,-,  iaonaparirfi  out^.teu^  get  land  to  puf* 
o&ase  in  limHll  lots^  or  eitefl  hAv«  cottf^es  for  rent « 
tatd  that  (riady  RQtoaunodation,  in  this  way*  should 
be  ianniBhdd  tfaem,  iaof  the  first  importance.  I 
tmVe  said,  that  at.l«E)*t  ^QOfOOO  sereK  have  b^en 
UQi«kstIy  taken  (ion  tbe  pt)Qr  wifihtn  the  last  thirty 
yvats]  aAdthatia  tbis  tidier  too,  they Ji«ve  b^ea 
i^liged  to.  Auvrefider  their  c^tCa^'  and  gardens* 
HowevBi  uBJustly ;  and  idlpolittiQaliy  all  this  bf>« 
ooioe.  about,  do  restibitioa  can  b&  made  of  tbe  very 
connaoos,— ^e  very .  cottages  and  gardens,  th^it 
■have  been  taken  froeb;  the  poor  \  .not:  i^  it  ddsirabJfe 
that  this  ]^oukl  be  attethpted. .  ^Asauredly^bo^- 
evetf  thegeock^itight-»tbe  absttfKt  rlght«.;to  resti- 
tattonj  iB'good.  Will  Mr.  MaJtbwa  deny  itp  yfiiji 
Iledepy  tbe  propeiety^  justicei  itld.gbod  policy  of 
«Mtitufion?  or  can  he  find  fault  With  my  if^odd  of 
-rcotirtHtioii — wyiidHn  ibr  execution?  Landed:f»<>- 
4 
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pertj' is  ofteD  seizcid  upon,  paid  for^aad  applied 
to  public  purposes*  under  acts  'of  parlismeat ;  and, 
if  a  hundredtb  part  of  each  parish  was  so  taken  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  poor,  it  would  be  no 
great  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  private  pro- 
perty. Some  seven  or  eight  year^  ago,  the  Bath 
Society  gave  a  gold  medal  to  the  writer  of  an  :essay 
for  proposing  to  purcfaase  up  land  all  over  the  kiag- 
dom,  to  be  given  to  the  clergy  in  lieu  of  tithes. 
This  proposal  was  monstrous  in  a  varie^  of  views, 
but  still  it  shows  that  peof^  can  bear  with  such  a 
proposal.  On  the  enclosure'  of  commons,'  it  bas 
been  custcnnary  to  set  aside  one-seventh  for  fhe 
tithe-claimant,  and,  if  we  suppose  tithfr^taimaots, 
thrqughout,  to  be  entitled  to  half  as  much,  here 
would  be  afourteenth  of  the  whole  kingdom  to  be 
purchased' up,  and  appropriatedj  fcK*  the  mainte- 
nance of  15,000  parsons  t  not  more  than  atfaou- 
sand  of  whom  are  effective  in  the  vineyard  i-^if  we 
can  listen  to  such  a  proposal  with  patieooe, .  bow 
readily  may  my  proposal  be  entertained  of  purchas- 
ing up  a  hundredth  part  of  the  kingdom,  for  the 
accommodation  of  a  million  of  familie»;  andicw  the 
removal  of  "'an  evil,  in  comparison  ofwhiek,  the  na- 
tional debt,  with  all  its  terrors,  is  of  little  moment.'* 
It  is  of  no  avail  for  Mr.  Maltbus  to  be  sending  into 
the  world  edition  after  edition  of  his  £^y.  on  the 
Principle  of  Population,  and  gradually -entrenching 
himself  for  more  than  twenty,  yesua  within  fast- 
nesses of  log^c,  if  he  does  not  come  to  some  point: 
it  is  of  no  avail  to  be  arguing  nice  points  in  poli- 
.tical  economy>  or  re^teribg  truisms,  if  no  prac- 


DK:,tPrJt,G00glc 


aBNBRAX.  INTKODITOTIOH.  clxlx 

ticel  issue  is' reached:  it  Is  of  ^no  avail  to  be  ven- 
tminff-  "  to  recommend  a  general  improvement  of 
bottagfes,  and  even  the  cow-system,,  on  ,a  limited 
scale,"  if  nothing  is  done.  '  Mr.  Malthas  has  .said, 
that  he  "should  most  highly  approve  of  any  plan 
which  would  tend  to  render  such  repeal  (the  jepeal 
of  the  law  for  public  maintenance  to  the  poor) 
more  palatable  on  its  6rst  promnlgatiOn."  Well 
thea,  I  -submit  my  plan,  and  challenge  Mr.  Mal- 
tiius  to  .find  fault  with  it.  My  plan  was  laid  on 
die  I  table  of  the  House  of  Commons,  before  Mr. 
Malthus  published  the  5th  edition  of  his  Essay  on 
-Population  ;  and  I  do  not  suppose. he  was  ignb- 
rant'of  it" r  yet  not  a  word  is  said  of  it.  Now  it 
iril)  be  better  known  ;  and  now  I  thallebge  not 
on)y-Mr.  Malthus-,  but  the  whole  world, -to  say  in  . 
what  it  is  wtong ;  or  to  state  what  difficult  lies  in 
the  way  of  its  adoption.  Mr.  Malthus  hints  at 
building  cottages  atad  lettu^  them  to  the  poor ; 
but -this  would  be  a  mighty  expensive  and.com- 
-plicatcd  matter,  whileit  would  produce  nO.  grand 
«fieet.  ■■  He  also,  speaks  bf  Mr.  Estcourt's  plan  of 
-providing'fbr  the  poor, — of  lettmg  land  to  the 
-poor,  at  Long.  Newton,  in  Gloucestershire,  (North 
Wiltshire);  but  this  is  all  trifling.  I  have  repeat- 
edly been  at  Lotig  Newton,  seen  Mr.  Estcourt's 
provision  fbr  the  poor,  and  inquired  into  his  plan. 
It  is  nothing:  mote  than  a'  second  edition  of  the 
catter-rigs  o£  old  Scodand;  and  its  continuance 
rests  with  Mr.  Estcourt's  will  and  pleasure.  Mr. 
EstcouTt  can  deprive  his  poor  tenants  of  the  ridges 
now  let  to  them;  on  which  they  grow  8  little 


■)K:,tPrJt,G0Oglc 


grain,  beaas,  potatdes^  atid  so  forthi  The  {nttt 
muat  be  made-  {xd^penflEnK.  of  all-ovprice:-  thc^ 
must  have  sometfaiag  wliieh  thejr  daa-  call  tbtir 
own.  They  must  have  ihe  power  of  lDC<3^6tibB ; 
tbey  must  hare  a  ohaikde  <>f  aoqutrii^  a  'fraehold* 
*--an  Dpportuaitj  of  rising  from  .out  the  .mAd  ia 
Hrhkh  th&y  tire  now  stuck.  -  The  poor  of  Li«tolli» 
fthire  are  |Heced  beyond  tbc  eaprtce  of  their,  iHau«<- 
diate  masten,  the  fdrmecs.  They  feat  thdiE. cob- 
tag^  and'  cow  pastures  from  the  chiiaf  landlords, 
(eee  page  xciv)  und  as  tfa^  never  disturb  Ihem  hi 
possession,  .\t  is  ao  fiiv  vi^II ;  but  It  would  be  bo 
much  better  if  those  cottagers  eobld  call  thcdroot- 
tages  their  castles^  as  ^  English  men  should  be 
enabled  to  do.  The  little  fetters  of  Ceres. paKisti 
oan  do  this.  Tberc;  /afkr  they  b*«e  Obttdnad  a 
J^,  they  are  as  indapendont  &•  he  tbat.hoA  granted 
It.  Theftuer  oan  build  toaoy  extenfion.hia  land 
:tvith  safety  ^  he  cAn  keep,.  aeti«  w  divide  at  plea* 
sute;  and  tiie  fioregoin^  Table  shevts  luiw  thingfe 
go.  .  The  practice  of;  thus  aoeOmmodatiagl  the  h^ 
bouriag  class  with  land  is  infinite^  There  isao 
wdnt  of:  homes  ib  Scotland ;  wheCher.  for  sale,  tak*- 
ing  by  leabe,  or  eschadgn.  .In. the  parish  of  Geres 
there  tire,  perhaps,  four  times  ai  maty  6maU  pro- 
perties as  those  exhibited  in  the:  tables  atidaU 
4yver  Scotland  there  are  abuudanoOv  llowwaait 
in  Wily  parish  and  the:C0un1ry  rouad}  ^These, 
nottatng  of  the  kind  was  to  be  'deet»j  Itteneiity 
parish  there  were  a  iew  eottagost  geoerally  in  hmmc 
TctinouS'  bonditkm,  which  had,  foniberly*  had  <  tb^lr 
little  independent  ocdupieiK  but  <d«w  weile  htU 
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by  parish  officers  as  public  property.  There  were 
a  few  also  attached  to  the  feavn ;  but  not.  a  plaoe 
of  refage  remained  for  the  poor  man  who  h«d 
^hrit  to  wish  for  a  borne  of  his  own;  aad  ^bat 
»id  a  parisb-offieer  of  Wily,  when  he  wanted  to' 
get  quit  of  some  of  the  poor.  He  said,  "  he  wouid 
put  thtm  90  tbfm  tktU  thejf  tvouid  be  -obiiged  to 
mearmi"  meaBiog,  that  he  would  drive  them  from 
the  parish,  where  they  had  a  le^al  right  of  maiii(&' 
Btnce,  by  discomfort. 

Whoever  bcatowB  serious  reOectMiii  <>n  this 
speech,  Cannot  be  ICogei:  iuseaaible  to  the  neceasity 
which  exists  for  a  thorough  change  being  ratde  in 
fiivoiur  of  the  poor  of  England, — the  necessity  of 
resloriiigto  them  soaie  laaded  pr(4}erty  in  every 
parish,  to  cosure  iodepeodeDce  and  the  power  of 
locdmotiim. 

Tho  ancient  conunt^ns,  tbokigh  in  many  respects 
nuisanon^  were,  in  this  way,  6f  vast  ittiportfuutfl. 
Almost  every  parish  in  JSogUnd  used  to  have  its 
common  or  cow-down ;  and  every  highway  Wiis 
skirted  with  waste  laiid^  oo  which  the  people  could 
at  will  erect  freeln^ds.  There  Was  sot  then  in 
En^and  a  man  to  whom  siicfa  a  speech  83  the 
above  could  be  appalling.  Till  witlhln  the  last 
thirty  yeais>  that  Commons  aod  wastes  have  beea 
so  generally  enclosed,  without  regard  to  th«.  lights 
of  the  poor,  and  till  all  the  cotbi^;B3  and  gardens 
were  taken  out  of  their  hands,  they  could  not  be 
made  to  *'mwrat,"  ftom  ov«r-crowdifi|g  in  aluid- 
houaes,  or  parish  bovds.  The  momeot  that  a 
pow  man    was  oppressed,   by  fiitfmar,  pilestt  w 
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'squire,  under  iriioin  be  lived,  he  could  find  for 
binwelf  a  place  of  refuge.  '  He  had  only  to  ask'  the 
assistance  of  a  few  friends.  In  a  single  night  they 
could  erect  a  hut,  on  the  common  or  waste,  and 
before  day-light  the  boiling  pot  proclaimed  him  a 
freeholder;  nor  could  the  king! himself  drive  out 
the  poorest  of  his  subjects  from  such  a  teneraent. 
This,  I  say,  was  a  mighty  affair  for  the  pocav-ra. 
mighty  stay  for  independence. 

By  the  enclosure  of  commons,  England  ^has  be^ 
come  greatly  more  [mMJuctive:  many  miliions  a 
year  have  been  added  to  rent-roll^ ;  but  by'  the 
r^i-dless  manner  iii  which  the  change  has. been 
effected,  millions  of  the  poor  haive  been  deprired 
of  their 'most  valuable  rights — have  beeo'enslavied.' 

Surely,  I  have  said  enough  ;  nor  must  :I  foiget 
that  I  am  not  writing  a  book,  but  an  introduction, 
to  a  book.  To  the  theory  of  Mr.  M^lthus  I  shall 
most  faithfully  adhere ;-  and  most  happy  should^l  be 
to  see  so  able  a  writer  seconding  my  plaiis.  ~If:Mr. 
Young  flattered  me  twenty  years  a^,  bj  sayingj 
that  I  **knew  more' of  the  poor  of  England  than 
any  man  in  it,''  it  may  not  be  taken  amiss. if'I 
merely  state  what  has  happened  since.  'At  no 
moment,  since  then,  have  1  lOjSt  sight  of  the  cause 
for  which,  twenty  years  ago,  I  shaped  the  course  of 
my  life; — neither  in  Scotland,  nor  England,  n<H- 
Canada, — neither  by  land  nor  by  sea, — neither  in 
prosperity  nor  in  adversity,— ^neither  free  nor  in 
jail, — neither  supported  by  friend?  nor  deserted  by 
alt : — surely,  then,  I  must  be  a  fool  indeed,  if  this 
cause  is  worthless,  or  roy  schemes  to  advance  it» 
are  good  for  nothing. 
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Sooner  or  later  we  must  have  reform  of  parlia- 
ment;  and  a  peaceable  reform  we  cannot  have  too 
soon.  Looking  to  my  plan  for  reforming  and  abo- 
lishing the  poor-laws  as  a  step  tpwards  this,  I  ask 
the  whole  world  if  any  thing  so  safe,  so  rational,  so 
fraught  with  every  good,  has  by  any  one  else  been 
proposed.  Thirteen  years  ago  I  was  even  too  zeal- 
ous for  reform  of  parliament.  I  was  not  wrong 
in  principle,'  but  I  was  not  then  aware  of  that 
degree  of  degradation  to  which  poor-laws  had 
reduced  the  gireat  mass  of  the  English  poor.  My 
resMence  -  in  England'  gave  me  opportunities  of 
seeing  how  deeply  evil  had  be6n  rooted,  and 
made  me  think  of  means  by  which  the  poor  could  ' 
gradually  be  fitted  for  the  enjoytnent  of  civil  rights, 
which  every  human  being  must  enjoy  before  we 
can  see  society  improved  as  it  may  be — as  it  ought 
to  be  in  this  advanced  dge  of  the  world.  Edu- 
cationi  the  power  of  locomotion,  the  possession 
of  houses  and  land,  may  all  be  enjoyed  by  a  people 
without  fcivil  rights,  biit  without  theni  there  can 
be  no  security:  and,  more  than  that,  without  civil 
rights,-  the  character— the  dignity  of  ihao,  never 
can  be  truly  elevated. 

-  Here  again  is  a  mo3t  important  point  to  which 
Mr.  Malthus  has  never  turned  his  eye.  He'  has 
ridiculed  the  notion  that  taxation  is  the  sole  cause  ' 
of  distress,  and  exclaim's,  "  O  monstrous  alwur- 
dity,  that  the  poor  should  be  taught  that  the  onfy 
reason  why  the  American  labourer  earns  a  dollar  a 
day,  uid'  the  English  labourer  earns  two  shillings, 
is  that  the  Englisjh  labourer  pays  a  greater  part  of 
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these  ti|H>  shHliDgs  in  taxes;"    aiuj  \  t09  will 

oxclaim»  O  moostrous  absurdity,  if  we  are  to  cod- 
fime  the  question  within  certain  uairow  limits.  I 
will  evsa  allow  that  thoug;h  "  pacliaoienCs  were 
elective,  suffrage  universal,  wars,  taxes,  and.  ex- 
penses unkoowD,  and  the  civil  list  ^16,000  a  year, 
the  great  body  of  the  commumty  might  still  be  a 
collectiqu  of  paupers."  I  will  allow  it,  because 
aotbittg  is  impossible,  but  for  no  otihei  leasoti 
which  I  can  see  at  present.  Were  we  once  in 
ttfese  happy  circiunstances,.  we  should,  among 
other  good  things,  have  free  trade.  Wheat  would 
not  only  he  five  sfaiUiogs  per  bushel,  but  foreigs 
Hiheftt  paid  for  by  the  nanutactuied  goods  oi*  this 
coufitry,  would  g;a  on  increasing  the  demand  ior 
AUph  goods  {ijir  •  centuries.  Some  of  our  land 
might  be  thrown  out  of  tillage :  that  19  to  say, 
we  would  give  up>  an  unprofitable  struggle,  aud 
havf  mote  land  in  ^^lasa,  which  would  rise  in 
its'  comparative  value  from.'  rents  of  ctmveni&tee, 
at  .same  time  that  the  stock  of  food  in  the  coun- 
try would  always  he  greater,  and  of  a  kind  les^ 
,subj,ect'  tQ  vacillation  in  quantity  or  price*. 
Till  Mr.  Malthus  became  the  advocate  of  the  Corn 
Billtl  never  questioned  his  logjc.  I  was  so  cbaimed 
with  bis  theory  of  population— with  what  was  rigkt 
in  his  book,  that  I  never  thought  of  scFUtioiziag 
other  matters.  I  did  not  discover  what  was  wron^. 


•  Tih  WHB  apoint  nerer  properly  looked  to  by  (fae  Corn  06m- 
Biittaei  uid  vrileni.oatke«n>  Uwa.     A.couDtryWlaf  Mie  itaAt 
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Hi6»  TwitiPSP.oo  th¥-.Cpri,i  l-^ws,  und  atUl  nwre,; 
hp  BM«y'^"  I**''ticai  Hcodooiy,  i)a»  aw£*kene(J  me 
frofO^  <l^tu$WBi,  -and  f:oi;i|vinced  me  that  a,l]  slong. 
Mf..  MaitliW  Ws  be^ft  (iftludiftg  bimselfi  I  ac^git 
him  <)f  ftU  b»d  jnteflltipoi  I  am  conViiiced  that  he 
wiab«%  :We)I  tqnumkind:  thowgb  hie  idwiserably 
Dorpow  to  hi$.iwit(onp(  oa  to  the  nwans  of  acccnuf 
pHsbit^good.  In  th0  ¥ejy;fiwt  pege  of  bis  book; 
©0  Pq}ulation,-T*-in  the  pre&ijeto  the  seqoad 
9cUtKn,.w9. mpy  notg  *,gwnd  error,. uuder  which  he 
wtftoiit,  ftttd  wider  vhieb  he  IpWwrs.  tp  tUe,  pnU, 
He  ^|»ieattsj  lof  *•  the  reitpritled,  feiUi^^  ift  the  efforti 
-ci£,tbe  h^erdfiw.  t<)  rel»ve  theqj"  (tfeeio^er 
oheaBs)..  He.  ^60  ift.for  grsflM*  th^t  the  rw?i 
ll«iR;nibde.effi>rt$'ta  Cfttew  tM^iWW.  J,  4eny  that 
tto,'.ri*Ai  «aiw  d«J  ft  singW.  ^t  of  this  ofttiwe 
Srttuitoqsly^  Thaix.  owstnpq  a«d  i«Biform  effort^ 
haint .  be«L  to  oppmsa*,  Wh»t  isaid;  3ir  Jauie« 
MMikiDtoffa,  aO.  yeva  QgOt  in  his  Yi^Dscm 
Gaelics?  A^  Fn>p«tty  aloiw  esq  stii^qlate  to 
labour  r-aitd  labour,  if  it  ym&  aalt  flflc^^wrj  t&  the 
axistoMtB,  TiNMild  be  indi«peDB&bil^  to  the  happiness 
o£.tmm.  But  thDegfc.it  be  nocessaFy,  yet,  in  its 
«ece8B«Jt  ia  the  great  inalsdy  of  civil  society,  ^he 
aiontmyiatian  of  thai  pomier,  which  is  ^o^firmed  hy 
Mtaitk.  M.  the  haadt.  ef  ihs  fem,  is  the  p^rpelual 
aoweot  ^.  cppretaioK  and  n^iect  to  U^  v^a^  of 
wmki)t±. '  The  power  of  tb«  WQ«lthy  is  fmther 
,OQiiaential»d: .  by  th^ir  tend«iv:y  to  cqrabinationt 
^rql  which  iiiuabe;%  dif4)emion,  iqd^opce,^  ajud 
•igtM^aqce^  equaJUy.  preclude  the  poor :"  afid  agaji), 
bft  avyv^  f^Therq  .never  was,  or  vfMl  be,  ia  civi- 
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lized  society,  but  two  grand  tnterestt,  that  of  the 
Rich,  and  that  of  the  Poor."  If  Mr.'Mahhus  is 
"  a  Christian  indeed:"  *if  he  is  an -impartial  philan- 
thropist, he  will  start  from  such  premises  as  tbese^ 
on. his  pursuit  after  truth  and  happiness  ;  and  not  . 
suffer  himself  to  be  biassed  in  bis  career,  b^^red 
in  bis  conceptions,  and  confined  io  his  schemes  of 
improvement.  He  will  admit  of  balancing  the  in- 
terests of  the  rich  and  the  poor ;  he  will  allow  the 
poor  to  haVe  civil  rights,  and  then  go  on  to  Argue  ; 
then  go  on  to  mark  consequences.  In  tracing,  with 
Mr.  Malthus,  the  checks  to  population  ttom  the 
lowest  sfage  of  society,  and'upwards;  I  am  conti- 
-nu'ally  kept  in  rapture,'  with  a  clear  view  of  the 
causes,  which  operate  iii  making  the  eu'thawil- 
derness,  and  the  practicability  of  removing  these 
catites  increases,  as  I  go  on  perusing  chapter  after 
chapter,'  till  I  come  to  study  the  causes  which 
operate  in  my  own  dear  native  country^  of  ScbtlMid, 
when  I  am  most  of  all  .cQhvinoed  of  the  one  thing 
nee^Jitl,  viz.  the  possession  of  civil  rights  by  the 
people.  Up  to  the  year. 1816,  the  condition  of  la. 
bourers,  in  Scotland,  -^Trnproved  wibh  inereosiag 
taxation,  while  the  CQndition  of  English  labourers 
was,  year  after  year,  sinking  to  its  lowest  ebb. 
The  .  cause  of  this  was',  obvious. '  The  Scotch 
were  educated,  could  move  about  the'  worid, 
make  a  good  bai^ain  with  their  employers,  or  be 
off.  Their  dress,  their  dwellings,  their  languaee, 
their  manners,  their  mOTals,  all  improved,  up 
to  this  time.  Good  living  did  make  pofnilation 
increase  rapidly,  notwithstanding  the  waate^of  way 
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aocl  cDnskint  emigration  ;  but  it  did  not  malje  ttie 
peoftle  foolish  in  cootracting  early  -iiiarriag'eji  t 
know  it  had  a  contrary  effect,  1  know  that  it 
made  them  mora  prudent  in  this  way.;  It  madia 
tbem  lay  in  store  for  the  provif^on-  of '6b(ldreft; 
before  tbey,  were  begotten.  I'  never,  knew  a 
Scotch  ploughman  do  an  unbecoming  act  in  this 
way-,  but  it  is  well  known  that  in  England^  pauper 
lads  have  been  known  to  marry,  and  then  make 
application  to  the  parish  for  a  bed  to  lie  down 
upon.  Well.'butwbat  hashappened  to  the labofurerg 
of  Scotland  since  the  year  1816?  lb  that  year-I 
visited  Scotland,  and.  found  the  people  still  tiring 
well,  though  employment  had  become  scarce,  and 
wages  were  falling.  'In  1890,  «4ien  I  next  visited 
Scotland,  the  change  was  complete.  ■  WitH  all  the 
good  morals,  good:  habits,  education  ^d  all,  X 
then  found  misery  tlwoughout,  from  Ayr  to -Inver- 
ness. I  found.thotisands. of  manufacturers  iit'every*, 
quarter,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  earn  SOsVper* 
week,  earning,  oglyiiis.ed. :  Ifound  ploughtrten's'  »  . 
wages  fallen  to  half,.,  while'  nothing  'which-theyk 
consura^'had  materially  >sunk  in  price,  bu^  provi^ 
sion;  and  that  mads  no  difierence  to  them,  lo, 
whom  this  was  allowed,  whether  dearer  cheapj,  in 
equal  quantity,. as  p^t  wages.  Upde;:  these. cir^umr. 
sitimceB,  I  found. Scotch  labourers  belitnd  in  the 
payment  of.house  rent:  many  htid  pawned fdriii- 
tuite,  fbt-  food :  ma riy  were  in  rags.  I'found  th*se, 
very  people,  who,  'five  years, before,  were  the^  most, 
exemplary,  most  cheerful,  and  contented,,, , now. 
become  gioomyj  dissatisfied,  and  desponding,  -.  I. 

D„:,i...-iM,G00glc 


clxXTiii  OKKIGKJLi:.   INTROnCJCTIOK. 

found  thousands  ready  for  revolt*.  Would  it  have 
.  t>eeii  «s  bad  they  enjoyed  civil  rights?  Would  it 
eyex  be  so  again  under  this  eojoymeQt  cautiously 
conferced?.  I  can  see  no  reason  that  it  should; 
aod  have  none  to  distru^  providetlee»  for  "  Wis- 
dom's Ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness,  wad  all  her 
path?  9re  peace/'  Seveny^ears  havegone  by  sinee 
Mr.  Malthus  wrote  on  the  (»ra  lawfc;iand'  two 
mosit-iniserable  years, '  siacei  he  piubiished'the  dth 
ICditipn  of  his.  Easay  oa  Population.  .Gaii  he.s^y, 
that  wisdom  bai  guided  our  coundlaldEuring  these 
years  ?-^rcftn  he  f^i)  'to:  discover,  what  rluis  checked 
popu|ai;v?n: ?-^-can  he  be  bifad  .to'  the  caiAes'  of 
jifie  aad  miswy  ?  I  do  not  say,  that,  taxatioh  is 
Ihe"  soff.  cause'  4>f^  distress:!*'  on  the.  conu^y,  I 
knpw  tHa,t  taxatioh  may  be  made  the  means  of 
mis^g  us,  as  a  nation,  froni  adversity  to  prospe*' 
cityt  The  f  ole  cause  of  dietress  rests  io  the  misofh 
pHettliefiii  <^  our  immense  treasures. ;  in  taxation,' 
miposed  'Without  the  people's  cmisent- — imposed* 
.  by^Q.dligafchy,  which  ean.illl  four  seats  out  of 
Srmia  tiUr  House  of  Comtoons,  at  pleasure;  men, 
who  haye  np  feeling  fix  the  poor,  or  even  for  those 

'  *  tit  1808 1  rieited  the  coast  of  Kent,  and  found  Martello  lowers 
erected  along  every  pan,  accesaibte  irom  tfifl  8ea:,-('>^*f<^i''t>^  - 
^ainsti fVotch  ntrasion.  Tbeae  toiMn  nereUf-Bo  usain'WWV 
liut  Jimr,  tbey  are  abeolutelf  reqnir^  to  -dofend.  w  npanit 
flmngglfiiB.  In  October  last,  I  traTelled  round -that  coa>t,'ff4. 
found theMarlellotowenmannedwith prenenlton  m«»;  no^could 
I  walk  out  on  the  diffi),  but  I  found  people  anned  with  swords, 
and  pistolS)  and  spy-glasses ;  gloomy,  taciturn  people,  who  wootd 
not  answer  cWfl  qneatioBs,  lest  I  should  be  a  smuggler. 
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in  middle  rank  i  men  who  are  heedless  Qf  every 
thing  like  virtue ;  who  tax  us,  only  to  squander 
away   the  immense  resources  of  the  empire,   to 
support  themselves  abd  their  frieods  in  luxufy  aad 
idletiess.     Yes,   Sir  James  Mackii^tosh  was  per- 
fectly correct  in  saying,  "the  aeeumuhtioH f^ tiiat 
power  whick  is  confirmed  by  weatlh^  in  the  hdnd$  o/" 
the  few,  is  Uie  perpetual  source  of  oppression  and 
neglect  to  themass  of  mankind*'  Chq  Mr.  Matthus 
deayit?  No,  ho,  no.   It  is  a  law  of  nature;  and 
we  should  contrive  means  to  cwrect  its  evil  ten- 
dencies. '  The  poor  -fequire  every  assistance  :   the 
rich  should  ever  be  eyed  with  suspicion;  and  hap* 
pily  their  own  excesses  are  likely  soon  to  undo 
tfiem.    Freedom  of  trade  will  become  absolutely 
necessary;  and  our  landed  oligarchy  will  be  Un- 
done.   Iftbe  corn  of  America  could  be  exchanged 
for  the  nianufactures  of  Britain,  the  consequehees, 
wouM  be  giorious.     Every  band  in  this  coUhtry 
would    find  employment;    every  rational  ^^te 
would  be  satisfied ;  every  murmur  m>uld  beatillfeiJ.' 
Population  would  go  on  anon  inereasibg.  AH  thofteT 
checks,  registered  by  Mr.  Malthus ; — the  checks  of 
savage  life,  tyranny,   ignorance,  degradation,  war, 
pestilence,  and  fominef  would  all  disappear.^  Civi- 
lized man  would  rapidly  spread  over  the' earth,  ahtt 
replenish  it.    Mt.  Malthus^  strange' £6  sftyif^r 
years  pf  study  to  discover  cheeks  to  popularion,  1» 
blind  to  the  great  ones  existing  at  hotne. '  Hel!eIIs 
li^,  th^t!  emigration  should  be  a/WM,  baf  catmot 
find  in  hi?  heart  to  encourage  it.  '  He  talks  of  edu- 
cating the  poor,  but  nothing  \»  done.    He  justifie* 
mS 
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tlie  Corn  Bill,  and  writes  a  book  o^  Political  Eco- 
nomy, which,  even  with  a  sammary,  only  adds 
confusion  to  confusion ;  while  pur  Ministers' laugh 
in  their  sleeves  at  the  very  name  of  economy.  Full 
of  protestations  in  the  cause  of  benevolence,  in  all 
his  practical  views  Mr.  Malthas  is  at  fault: — incon- 
sistent and  narrow-minded.  Jealous  of  nature,  he 
binds  her  hand  and  foot  with  a  too  fastidious  plii-  . 
losophy :  he  proves  to  demonstration  that,  with 
abundance  of  food;  we  can  double;  pur  numbers 
in  every  twenty-five  years,  yet  he  will  not  let  us 
have  food  at  the  lowest  price  ;  and  though  God's  - 
firat  co,mm,aqd  was  to  increase  and  multiply,  and 
replenish  the.  earth,  he,  a  divine,  is  not  willing  to 
allow  that  emigration  should  be  encouraged  and 
assisted  by  Government ;  he  is  not  willing  to  for- 
ward the  express  mandate  of  heaven  ! ! 

Suppose  reform  of  parliament  was  to  proceed 
upon  the  principle  of  every  holder  of  a  village  lot 
having  a  vot?  in  the  choice  of  deputies  (and  after 
travelling  in.  the  United  States,  and  studying,  their 
various' constitutions;  1  BtjU  prefer  deputed  elec- 
tion) after  his  house  was  built,. and  his  land  paid 
for,  -what  excellent  ejects  would  attend  the  pro- 
gress; of  Reform  !  Every  man  with  a. spare  hun- 
dred pounds  would  immediately  set  about  build- 
ding  a  cottage  to  qualify  hidfi.to  vote  at  the  next 
general  dectipn;  and  for  many  years  to. come  there 
would  not  be  an  idle  hand  in, the  country.  Full 
employment  to  the  poor  would,  raisp  the,  price  of 
'  labour :  good  wages  would  cause  consum[^tion : 
consutnptipn  would  raise'  the  price  of  com ;  far-- 
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niers  would  again  liave  money;  and  money  would 
again  briskly  circulate.  The  ricli  would  fiwt  build 
their  cottages ;  and  by  the  profita  of  building  -for 
the  rich,  labourers  would  in  course  go  on  to  but,ld 
for  themselves.  The  desideratum  at  present  isto 
■find  employment  for  the  people';  and  here"  it  is. 
,  With  full  employment,  who  doubts'  but  taxes  could 
■be  paid,  oppressive  as  they  seem  to  be  at  present, 
when  all  is  stagnation  ? 

■  ■  How  easily  oould  Government  cause  fifty  acres 
of  land  {or  even  twenty-Jive  acres  would  do),  to  be 
"pitched  out  within  a'  mile  of  every  parish  church 
in  the  kingdom;  and  say  to  the  peopfe  :  liere  you 
may  go  to  work :  here  you,  who  have  means, 
may  instantly  give  employment  to  the  poor:  here 
every  man  may  rear  for  himself  a  castle  of  inde- 
pendence :  here,  it  may  be  said  to  the  poor,  is 
part  of  the  price  for  which  all  future  claims  for 
■parish  aid  are  to  be  given  up.  What  vFOuId  fol- 
•low  from  such  a  noble  proclamation?  Most  assu- 
redly all  would  be  delighted.  There  would  be  an 
instant  cheer  among  the  rich  to  expend :  there ' 
would  be  an  instant  rush,  on  the  part  of  the  poor, 
■to- exertion  and  toiH  all  would  be  life  and  acti- 
vity-: two  hours  would  be  added  to  the  day.; 
and  the  very  dunghill  cocks  would  crow  earlier 
'in  the  morning.  To  increase  the  bustle,  it  would 
be  well  to  see  Mr.  Brougham  erecting  a  school- 
iiouse  in  the  centre  of  each  village,  while  the 
»*  Lion  of  the  Exchequer"  was  kept  at  bay  by  a 
■icrinon  from  Mr.  Malthus. 

Mankind  have  never  yet  witnessed  the  wonders 
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vhich  may  be  worked  by  coofideDce,  aod  uiiioQ, 
ftiid  brotherly  love.  They  .  have  beeo  held  .back 
from  feinting  their  eyes  on  such  heavenly  scenes 
by  all  that,  is  little,  and  mean,  and  miaerable,  in 
goviemment :  by  till  that  i«  selfish  and  criiel  in 
goveroors::  by  the  spirit  of  .viHany,.  which,  un- 
'  satiated  with  twenty  years  of  vengeance  against 
public  liberty,  will  continue  to  thrust  its  venom- 
ous darts  into  the  bosom  of  a  woman. 

But  it  may  now  be  asked,  what  has  Canada  to 
do  with  this  scheme  for  abolishing  popr-lan^,  re- 
forming parliament,  and  relieving  distress  at  home? 
in  reply, : it  must  be  observed,  that,  though  the 
BchemS  were  actually  set  oo  foot  to-morrow,  gn^ii? 
employment  to  the  poor  aqd  education'  to  their 
ch)ld>%n>  such  have  beeQ  the  habits  established  by 
^opr-Iaws,  that,  for  years  tQ.eome,  we  should  have 
a  weak  atid  redundant  population,  which,  it  would 
be  desirable  to  thin.  It  would  be  desirable,  ^hile 
«0  great  a  diange  was  taking  place  as  that  pio- 
posed  &r  putting  a  stop  by  law  to  the  claims  of  the 
podr  for  public  maintenance,  to  sooth  them  ip 
every  possible  way..  It  would  be  desirable  tobavje 
it  to  say  to  every  discontented  individual, "  Sir,  if 
you  are  not  pleased  with  the  county laod  its : law*,' 
you  may  leaVe  it  with  a  blessing." ,  YesI  and  were" 
the  wild  lands  of  Canada  put  und<ar  ecpnoiQi9S(I 
management^  they  would  enable  govempusiit  to 
hold  out  this  liberal  offer.  They  would  jMfy  fortl^e 
transport  and  settlement  of  every  soul  whom  Eng-' 
land  could  spare  for  at  least  ten  yefirs  to  comef  ai)d 
10  prove  this,  is  the  grand  object  of  my  work. 
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"The  petition  which  I  haye  exhibited  with  my 
scheme Jbr  getting  quit  of  p9or>lAW8,,  and  for  intro- 
ducing ^  new  otder  of  things,  was  preseoted  to  p^r- 
Ijainent-atraut  two  months  before  I  s^a^ed  .^r  Ca- 
pa^pjand  U  is  a  fact,  that  even  then  1;^^  in  coq- 
^mplatiqn  ^v^at  I  pow  propose.  1 8a,w  that;  to  reliere 
thjs;qountry  of  its  redundant  population,;,wou)d  biC' 
come  3:  ne^eseary^  grand)  and  benevqlent  m^asu|'0. 
I;bad  had  ^thie^b^st,  of^rtunitiesi  for  y^ar»  before 
gfifpg  ^bfoadi^O^^nciW.  the  great  capabilities  of  Car 
p^a  for.ioipjroyement,  find  its  fatness  to  receive  a 
yastincreasepf.inliabitants;  a'nd  pnmy  voyage  out, 
w)}i.le;'I  hffd  M^tle  or  no  idea:pf  settling,  there,  pi:e- 
P^ed.th?  I^ucries  which  will  be  found  in  this  yor 
}\fffie»  to  ipoUectji^rpiatioa  for  the  people  apd  go,- 
y^niiaenit.pf  Britaifi}  with  a  view  to  the  c^mpleti^ii^ 

Of;»if/pIaft.    . 

-:  Tjhe  political  tufdioil  in  which  I  got  einb!roiled; 
waa  a  mfafortutte  Mfhlch  I  deplored  abpye  pU  ^hing^i 
as  it  cBoifced  impressions. of  my  y\eyrs,  Ml.t^rly.  ^t 
vaiianocititb  the  ttotbt  Frqe*  beginning  to  end, 
all  that  was  enthusinstic  in  my  copdupt,  arose  frqm 
mylmiDdjgfetiiog  mOW  and  more  enfapfuroj  >vitft  . 
the  idei  of  sAirung  uii  public  notice  to,  niy  s^hem^ 
af.emig;ntion^«taditDitam«Jtinig^Wt  of  that  wbi.cb 
LJiadt.piDp!toedibr  tiw  yprooiwgiqf  pee^  law8i  afl4 
thdjr«liBf.oth^cw)»  of6iir:uaemt)l<^ed  p$pplo>  i 
niW*aA^createfi.ourdebl?  tbftwasb&of.iyar:  b^^ 
whdiicd  the  p^iffiiy  for  wMte^-rrfttW  activity— frpna 
excifaNneDt.  ;:LetuBthsB,b& up  Pnd  *»e  doing— bp 
adtiMBi]Ci6dsdine,.i3Bd  extiteK  Tbe.BfitJeh  Empire 
ISA  wDrid  withih  itself,  and  afioK^s  abupdant.^opi; 


M,Googlc. 


clxxxiv  GENERAL   INTRODUCTIUN. 

for  transaction,— for'  exchange, — for  the  accumula- 
tion of  wealth  -or  the  extinction  of  debt,  by 
whatever  narae  it  toay  be'  called.  All  that  we 
Wrfnt  is  activity.  Our  credit'  is  unbounded :  our 
tii^aas,  wdl  Employed;  unexhaustrble.  Let  then 
the  po6r  hare  work,  and  a  hope  of  independence  and 
enjoyt&ent.'  Let  our  transports,  noW  rotting  in  the 
harbours,  be  refitted :  let  them  carry  out  emigrants 
to  Caitada — to  the  Cape — to  Van  Dieinen's  land : 
'  only  let  proper  plans  be  laid  downj  and  all  will 
pay.  Breeding  itself  will  pay :  I  say  it  in  full 
consideratioii  Of  all  the  reasoning  of  Mr.  Maltfaus. 
Let  us  ho  longer,  then,  bc' backward  in' obeying 
thfe  first  great  command,  "increase  and  multif^y, 
anU-'repletiish.the  earth."  -  Is  k  not  a  shtrAielhat 
fb^eei-ft^rthi^  of  the  gtdbeshdlild  yet '^e  unpeopled, 
after  6000  years  have  fled,  <and  thatmankinct'shoiild 
be  led  on  to  bfateher  eatb  othepbt  the  nod  of  a 
holy  alliance?  Away  with  the -idea  that  breeding 
.  ii  tb^ef^use  of  Vice  and  mieer^y.  ^'](iiigs  andpriest* 
caused'  these,  themselves  iti  vihe  "first  ptace'ibeing 
caused  by  the  ignorance  of  mankind;  Let  us 
libera'lly  interpret  the  laws  of  nature:  let  us  duly 
8ppreciat6:the-i:]ualities  of  the  human  mind  as.  ans- 
<%ptible  of  infinite  improvement:'  fet  us  noCi  con- 
found causes  with  eiBects;  but  patiandy  trace  out 
the  windings  of  the."  mighty  maze.''  Now  that 
^e  sii^  lb  possession  of  the  art  of 'printingv  let  us 
persevere  in  putting  ddwn  ignoniBce,  ahd 'all  'its 
brood.  Let' us  be  a^i^red  that  vice  dnd:  misery 
may  be  eradicated  froBV  the  earth :' that  it  may  be 
thickly  and  quickly  peopled;  and  that  mordire- 


n,g,t,7i.dt,G00glc 


GfNEB&t.  INTRODrCTION,  dxxZT 

'  straibt  fllo'iie  iis  sufficient'-to  give  consistency  to  the 
law  divine. 


INTaODUCTION 

SKETCHES  AND  TOWNSHIP  REPORTS 
UPPER  CANADA. 


The  Sketches  were  prepared  for  pubUdatioo  in' 
1811,'  but  laid  aside  in  coDsequeoce  of  the  war 
which- broke  out  in  1813. 

-  On  the  re-estabtlshbeilt  of  peace,  the  writer 
revised  'his  ^ketches,  and  inserted  aceouBts  of 
battles,  &c.  of  which  he  bad  the  best  opportuni- 
ties of  being  correctly  informed,  again  intending  to 
puUish,  but,  fbr  reasons  not  comiDunicated  t6  me, 
that  intention  was  relinquished.  'In  1818  the 
manuscript  was  offered  to  me»  as  a  fund  of  ma- 
terials for  my  Statistical  Account,  and  I  bad  a  writ- 
ten order  to  receive  it  from  a  printer  in  the  United 
States  on  my  way  to  England. 

'When  shut  upin  Niagara  jftil','iCdc'curved  to  me, 
that.  I  might  beguile  some  dreary  hours  by  pub- 
lishing in  Upper  Cahi^da  the  Township  Reports, 
with  a  general  Account  of  the  Province,  fropi  my 
own  knowledge,  so  9s  to  have  the  whole  improved 
on  the  spot,  by  .additiMis.and  .obs^rvatioas.of 
the  MbsbUants,  for  renderii^  (he  publication  iti 
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£qghnd  more  complete.  I  took  steps  tow^s 
this,  arid  bad  the  Sketches  sent  to  mej  but.thej 
did  not  arrive  till  aftet  I  had  found  it  impossible  to 
accomplish  my  purpose,  and  I  did  not  give  them 
an  attentive  reading  till  my  return  home.  Here  I 
found  the  work  so  perfect,  the  style  so  good^  and 
the  statementa  so  candid  and  impartial,  that. I 
judged  it  wrong  to  pull  it  to  pieces.  I  conceived 
that  as  a  whole,  it  was  better  than  any  general  ac- 
count 1  could  draw  il'p;  and  wouh)  lie  more  pecu- 
liarly interesting,  as  coming  from  the  pen  of  a  na- 
tive American,  and  one  who  had  been  long  resi- 
dent io  the  pioyioce  of  Uppec  Cauada. 

To.fljsipt  the  writer's. description  of  the  falls  of 
Niagara,  I  haveintroducedagTQundaketiBhvVJhicb^ 
(father  witfi  the  vigoe^tes  in  thk  titlei,pageB,:rvill, 
I'hapet  be  serviceable;  but  no  descrf ptioit;  however 
asflbtadfCan  convey  .anl  ad^qtia:^  .ide^.of  natiioeV 
most]  Splendid  scene'. 

,  Th«  TowMSHtp  Reports  need  no  other  iJntnv 
ductioD  than,  the  ibllowiog  Addressi  wlsiich  caJicd 
them  forth. .  ..,  , 


.(TVK.J^SipBMT  It&Np-OWNERS  Qf<  ^Jl^PjfR.CANAtfA. 

"     Queenstoni  October,  TSl/.  ., 
■  '    GkKTtEMEir,  ■  ■',■,:;.■■    -^/.phi' 

'  r  ^  a' Britlsb  farmei', "  and  liav«  visited  tbi^  province  to 
^certain  '4'Iiat  advantages  itpossestes  in  an  *  agricUlfaiJ^ 
point  «f  view.  AAer  thrae  EaonttB  r.e8idehc9-I  aib''  crfri-' 
viBced'th«t:tbus  awjgreat,;— fiir:  mpterinriiAlM^lb  wiat 
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tka  motber  cpa^tiy  hu  ever  held  out.  either  as  the;  coq- 
cera-specolative  porcbase,  or  the  profits  of  present  ocoa- 
patioD. 

Under  snch  impressions,  it  is  m;  purpose,  as  soon  as 
circoinstanoes  will  permit,  to  become  a  settler ;  and  in  the 
meantime,  wonld  willingly  do  what  Hes  ia  my  power  to 
ben^t  the  conntry  of  my  choice. 

When  1  speak  in  this  sanguine  manner  of  the  ct^abilities 
of  Canada,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  certain  politictti 
restraints  to  improvement  will  be  speedily  xmnoved .  Qrow- 
ing  necessity,  and  the  opinion  of  every  sensible  man  with 
vhcnn  I  have  conversed  on  the  subject,  gives  assurance  of 
this.  My  present  Address,  therefore,  waves  all  re{^d  to 
political  arrangements :  it  has  in  view,  simply  to  open  a 
porrespQudence  between  yon  and  your  fellov-snbjects  at 
home,  where  the  utmost  ignorance  prevails  with  i-espe(;t  to ' 
tb^  Datura)  resoarces  of  this  fine  ooontry. 

Travellers  have  published  passing  remarlts, — they  have 
told  wonderiiil  stori^,  and  amnsefj  the.  idle  of  Ekigland 
with  descriptions  of  the  beautiful  and  grand  scenery  which  - 
nature  has  here  displayed ;  but  no  authentic  account  has 
yet  been  aSbrded  to  nten  of  capital,  to  men  of  enterprise 
and  skill,  of  those  important  facts  which  are  essential  to 
be  known,  before  such  men  will  launch  into  foreign  specn- 
latioi^  or  venture  with  their  families,  in  quest  of  better 
fortune  across  the  Atlantic. 

In  this  state  of  ignorance,  yon  have  hitherto  bad  for 
..settlers  chiefiy  poor  men  driven  from  home  by  despair. 
Tbe^e  m^;  ill-informed  and  lost  in  the  novelties  which 
sorronnd  them,  moke  at  first  but  a  feeble  commencement^ 
and  ultimately,  form  a  society,  crude,  unambitious,  anc{ 
weak.  In  your  newspapers  I  have  frequently  observed 
hints  towards  bettering  the  condition  of  those  poor.  aeU 
tiers,  and  for  ensaring  their  residence  in  the  provinces^ 
3ncb  hints  evidently  spring  ln»n  benevolent  feelings  ; -dey 
are  w^  meant,  and  may  tend  to  alleviate  individoal  dis- 
■■"'""  -       3 
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tre^s,'  bat  fian  produce  do'  important  good  to  the  country. 
Canada  is  wOrtiiy  of  something  better  than  a  mere  goidaoce 
to  it  of  the  blind  and  the  lame :  it  has  attractiiais  to  atimn- 
late  desire  and  place  its  colonization  above  the  aids  of  ne- 
cessity. 

Hands  no  dbnht  are  necessary,  bat,  next  to  good  laws, 
the  grand  requisite  for  the  improvement  of  any  conntry  is 
capital.  Could  a  flow  of  capital  be  once  directed  into  tiiig 
quarter,  bands  would  not  be  wanting,  nor  would  these 
bands  b6  so  chilled  with  poverty  as  to,  need  the  patronage 
of  charitable  institutions. 

At  this  moment  British  capital  is  overflowing;  trade  is 
yielding  it  up :  tbe  funds  cannot  profitably  absorb  it:  land 
mortgaged  are  goi^ed ; '  and  it  is  streaming  to  waste  in  the 
sis  per  cents,  of  America. '  Why  should  not  this  stream  he 
diverted  into  the  ivoods  of  Canada,  where  it  would  fiud 
a  still  higher  rate  'i}(  interest,  with  the  most  substantial  se- 
curityt  ■  . 

Gentlemeni  The  moment  is  most  auspicious  to  your 
interests,  and  you  should  take  advantage  of  it.  Yon 
should  make  known  the  state  of  this  country;  you  should 
advertise  the  excellence  of  the  raw  material  which  Nature 
has  lavishly  spread  before,  you ;  yon  should  inspire  confi- 
dence, and  tempt  able  adventurers  from  home.  At  this 
time  there  are  thousands  of  British  farmers  sickened  with 
disappointed  hopes,  who  would  readily  Come  to  Canada, 
did  they  but  know  the  truth:  many  of  these  could  still 
command  a  few  thousand  pounds  to  begin  with  here ;  while 
others,  less  able  in  means,  have  yet  preserved  their  cha- 
racter for  skill  and  probity,  to  entitle  them  to  the  confi- 
dence of  capitalists>athonie,  for  whom  they  could  act  as 
agents  in  adventure.  Under  the  wing  of  suefa'mefl,  the 
redundant  population  of  Britain  -wonld  emigrate  with' 
dieerfulness,  and  be  planted  here  with  hearts  unbroken. 

We  hear  of  four  or  five  thousand  settlers  arrived  from 
home  tfats  season :  and  it  is  talked  of  as  a  great  accession 
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to  the  popuktioa  of  the  provinces.  Itis  a  faeete  drop^m 
the  bucket.  England  alone  could  spSEe.  fifty  thon^njl 
people  annually,  while  she  would  be  refreshed  and  strength- 
ened by  the  discharge.  In  war,  Sngluid  sent  abroad  an- 
nually more  than  twenty  thousand  of  her  yoa&ful  aoas.  to 
be  slain,  and  more  than  twenty  thousand  of  her  daughten 
shot  after  (hem  the  hut  hope  of  honourable  love.  In  these 
iwenty-fire  years  of  war  the  popolation  of  England  rapidly 
iacreaaed^  what  is  it  to  do  now,  when  war,  is  at  an  eod, 
when  love  ^^d  .opportunity  are  no  longer  to  be  foiled,  apd 
the'poor4ai(s  have  provided  snstenanq^  for  children  inde- 
p^deatpf  the  parent's  car«?. 

Under  existing  circnmstaxtces,  i^  is  absolutely  necessary 
even  for  the  domestic  comfort  of  England,  that  a  vent 
shonld  be  Immediately  opened  for  her  increasing  popula- 
tion, and  the  colonization  of  Canada,  if  once  begun,  upon, 
a  liberal  fjooting,  would  afford  this  venh 

The  present  emigration  from  England  affordd  no  relief 
whatever  to  the  calamity  occasioned  by  the  poorrlaws. 
Thposands  and  tens  of  thonsands  of  paupers  coald  be 
spared,  who  cannot  possibly  now  get  off.  for.  want  of  means, 
but  who  would  be  broaght  over  by  men  of  capital,  wtte  con- 
fidence for  adventure  here  once  established. 

The  extent  of  calamity  already  occasioned  by  the  system 
of  the  poor-laws,  cannot  be  even,  imagined  by  strangers. 
They  may  form  some  idea,  however,  when  I  tell  tbem,  that 
lasfwinter  I  saw  in  one  parish  (Blackwall,  within  five  miles 
of  London),  several  hundreds  of  able-bodied  men,  har- 
nessed and.  yoked,  fourteen  together,  in  carts,  hauLing 
gravel  for  the  repair  of  the  highways;  each  fourteen  men 
performing  just  about  as  mach  work  as  an  old  horse  le^  by 
a  boy  Qould,  accomplish*.     Vfe  have  b^ard  ^cf),;that 


*  The  above  iiielancboljr picture  need  not  stand  alona  uillliu- 
trative  of  the  eondttioa  of  the  labouriDg  cluBcs.in  England;  nor 
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£1,SOO,600  has -been  voted  (o  ke^diepeoratvork;  and 
petliRps  the  most  medancfaoly  connderatiou  of  the  whole  is, 
that  there  are  people  who  trast  to  socb  mewis  as  a  cure  for  , 
the  evil. 

VHiiie  all  this  it  tree;  vhen  the  money  and  bbonr.of 
England  is  thns  wasted ;  when  thousands  of  oar  f^low- 
snbjects  are  emigrating'  into  tiie  States  c^  America ;  when 
we  even  bear  of  them  beings  led  off  to  mix  with.tiie  boors 
of  Poland,  in  the  BnltiTation  of  a  conntry  where  tiie  na- 
tnre  of  the  government  mast  Comiteract  the  ntmost  effbrt* 
towards  improvement, — is  it  not  provoking  that  tdi  tfats 
shotald  go  on  m^ely  &om  a  reigning  ignorance  of  tibe  sb- 
perior  advantages  which  Canada  has  in  store,  and  a 
thoughtlessness  as  to  the  grand  policy  which  might  be 
adopted,  for  the  general  aggrandizement  of  tiie  British 
nationr 

Some  have  thought  the  exclasion  of  Ameriean'  cifiKess 
a  great  bar  to  the  speedy  settlement  of  Canada ;  bot  a 
liberal  system  of  colonization  from  Enrope,  wbnid  render 
d^  of  small*  importance.  Before  coning  to  a-^ecided 
opinion  on  this  important  sdl^ect,  J  took  mttcH  paihs'to'  iur 
form  myself  of  fitcts.    A  minute  inquiry  on  the  spot  where 


was  it  only  IB  the  year  1817  that  misery  was  extreme.  I  copy  the 
following  piece  of  intelligence  from  the  Salisbury  Journal  of  flth 
April,  1821.  ". 

"  Many  of  thfe  poor  frame-workers  of  Notdoghaib  are  Ou(  of 
employ,  ahd  teams  of  men,  and  even  women,  are  dnigging  coals, 
&c.  In  waggons  and  carts,  about  the  streets,  to  excite  the  compas^ 
sioD  of  the  inhabitants."' 

*  'Mr.  Home,  die  B^tor  of  the  Upper  Canada  Qazette,  when 
he  was  first  setting  up  the  types  of  this  Address,  wished  me  to 
substitute  the  word  no  for  smedl,  which  I  would  not  consent  to. 
Mr.  Honw,  I  dm  eay,  will  lewlUct  this;  and,  t  hkre  rwseiis 
forkeepintitinmiad. 
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^metiMnatt  has  endeoTAiired  to  foree  a  setOemen^  a&tis- 
fifld  nM  as  to  tb«  causes  of  the  too  notorious  failtire  tkere. 
It  coarinced  me  tiiat  the  fsnlt  bjr  no  meuis  rested  vith  the 
incapaoity  of  the  settlers,  bntresalted  from  Ute'syifem  pur- 
sued. IhaTesincespentamoDthperarabnlating'theOeneste 
eeiiBtry'*,  for  Ae  express  pnrpOBe-of  (nvai'ag  a  oompsri'- 
SOB  between  Bntisb  and'  Aitt«4caD'  manafrement.  Tkat 
codntrylies  t>»id)el  to  ^lis :  H  pbs9e!sse9  no  superior  ad- 
Tflnti^es:  its -settlbment  began'ten  years  later;  yet  f  am 
asbaliied  to  say,''it  is-^ready  fen  yiears  before 'CtUiada,  in 
jm^ro-vement.  T^hos  beeb^sioribed  to.the  saperior  dex-< 
tdrity  of  tiieAfUeriean  people,  but  meat  erftmeously.  Ilie 
art  of  otewing  IhaA  is  as  welt  luiderstood 'hefs  as  in'tfaa 
States:  aien 'direct  &ota  Britain  tere as  eberg^c,  sind  nft^ 
a  little  practice,  safficiently  expert  wift  &e  axe,  while  -tfa^ 
are  more  reg;nlar  in  their  habits  and  more  persevering  in 
dic^rplanstfawi  Ifae  AmericaAs. 

No  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  G^eMe  com* 
fry,  which  could  hot  be  &r  exceeded  hwe;  nndwa  pvaper 
system.  If  Was  indeed  British  cajHUd  and  enterprise 
which  gave  the  flrst  grand  impefoa  to'Ae.it»tKreTe]n«it  of 
tiiat  country:'  ibiich  of  its  -improvement  is  «t9l  profjeeding 
under  British  ^ency;  and  one  of  its  most  flourishing 
tdwnships  i^  wboHy  oocnpl^  by  men,  who  came,  with 
flleuder  means,  from  ihe  H^Uands  of  Scotland.  In  tbs 
Genesee'  country,  the  gor^riHiient  pDoket«d  nuwfa,  bat 
forced  nottung,  and  (Parity,  there,  has  been  left  Mthoat 
anol^eet  ' 


-  *  TheOeneSee  country,  conUliungnearfive  millions  of  acre^ 
extends  eastward  from  Niagara  riTer  abont  WO  miles ■:  ■ia  l»<Wa4- 
ed,  oil  1I16  nortll,  by  Lake  Otltario,  and  on  flietbudi,  I7  Petrnwyl- 
vania.  The  river  Qeneaee  nms  t^ngh  the  middle  of  n ;  and 
tiut  werd,  which  is  Indian,  meajis  in  English,  pieamaa  vattti/.    ■  .■ 
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GBNT1.BHB.N, — The  itupimes  sod  Dbservati9M  whM^  I 
have  recently  made  oa  the  sa1:!}eot  of  settlwoeat,  wswe  me. 
that  neitber  Id  these  Provinces  nor  in  the  United  Sbttesi 
has  a  proper  s^tem  been  pnrsned.  The  mei«  filling  of  tlM 
world  with' men,  shonld  not  be  thesole  olgect  of  poUtJoal 
wisdom.  This  shonld  regard  the  filling  of.it  with  beings  of 
superior  intellect  and  feeling,  without  which  the  cfce^ert 
had  better  remain  occupied  by  tiie  bearer  and  the  bear.. 
That  society  of  a  superior  kind  .may  be  Bufsed  up  in  Ca- 
nada, by  an  enlarged  and  liberal  connexion  with  t)ie  aiotber 
country,  I  am  very  confident.; .  and  its  beii^  re^i^ed  ^  the 
fond  hope  which  induces  me  to  come  forward  "wit^  iqy  pre- 
sent propesab,  and  whijcb,  if  these  proposab  me«^  with,  si^t^ 
port,  will  cOntinae  the  spar  of  my  exertions  ta  .complete.  t)uB 
work  «hioh  I  haveeowin.view"' 

Many  of  yon,  Cattlemen;  have'  be«i  bred  np  at  home, 
and  well  know  how  sapper,  in  many  t^^pepts,  are  the 
airaogemmts'and  habits  of  society  there,  tjowhat^hey  are 
on  this  side  the.  Atlantic.  Snch  nerer  can  be  hoped  for 
hCTeundffi  the  presentBysta^  of  fiolonizatioo,  which  bmigs 
oat  only  a  part,  and  ^at  the  weakest  ,part  of  society— 
which  placM  poor  .ai^  destitnte  indiridoals  iR.reoiote 
ritnatioBS,  with  no  ^JQot  before  them  but  grorelipg  sej&h- 
nesi— rno  aid~^no  example — no  fear  either, of  <5od  oi'mao. 
Is  it  not  possible  to  lareate  such  a  tide  of  cpnmerce  as 
would  not,  oidy  bring  with  it  part  of  society,  but  .society 
eranplete,  Vith  all  tbe  streng:tb  and  order  and  f^oemeat 
which  it  has  now  attained  in  Britain,  beyond  all  preee^ent? 
Snrely  govemment  wonld  afford  every  facility  to  a  com- 
merce which  wonld  not  only  enrich,  bnt  eternally  bind  to- 
getherJBi^taw  «od  hef  Provinces,,  bj  tfie.moiApc^rafol 
^mpatbiet  flf  wwwe^  and  t^te  and  affection.        . 

Crovenuaenti.QeY«ii  .cm  too  m^ch  en,<f(>n<rage  the  growth. 
Af  this  colony,  by.  a  Ubmsal  system  of  emigratiouj  '  Whea- 
«e  come  from  faomOi  wdlarftnotespatrifated:-  oarfeetiaf^ 
as  British  subjects  grow  more  warm  with  distance,  and  onr 
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pefttM  axpai  \imui  -^teAw  as  tfaftvidorB  to '  jraMt-^  iIImi 
f»iiifiplM  af  oir'  ,natite'<lctndr-itlfe  09«MAry  (iHuvrtini'tJh*. 

are'mdtlniAed'-to.par&ctMa  tb»  utts  of  xoatKl  .liftb  .  Al 
htmei  )«f  k»irti  experiaioed  enk  e .  wp  juuw  .tbsti  infln^MM 
ancttere/'^ffiuali'WDraeaiui  tbe'pri&(]ipleB#f,4li«.'Coaitil»t 
fian,  apdcoaaleraat  itajBMit  Jieii0v«|eat  diuigfiqj.  JliWfi 
ii^««  liee  of  MiehidliHna6§,  ^tease  per&otly  oqntwtod; 
and,!*  fiae,ii^d  tiei.t^Mnto.wifiir'CiiUiinjkinff  Ae  b«st'^rttti 
siifitt-.amJin^paiafHbtKtj..''.,  ■■  ,;...;   [ 

BrilUD,  appears  to  me  to  promise. tbaJia(ifUMt  Arittlts'.itt 
lhft)C«iiw'>oC'«mlica«itn/.'':  IlrpronueiiA  Mnr«raiML^ 
{dl^KBriol!oiir,HM«iM:jft  piw«ivM.ltlM«rBMh.o£  <i«»nMI» 
«iitliJiiWl;#l«>it.:inf>4Mtir:(fMi'M>qMt»em.ejBit!,  ,wd;4kT0 

oftBlrtb  isf^erlto^tfae'bQitMu^  qEi^Wtpt^I^  moi*^  /;  s, 

«fi|rit  laf  tlittiopliwitit  iwwNuliar'-er^Qr  4fM4y»9M^&  m4 
ftMy  jt  vwU  )»A  weM  j»  a«t»l#  a  4t^iijt«ir^r  Nifwi  «;^^ 

itPPAtttinnewiAK  tbedM^wf^^tDJA.  ,i,?jf^,««9ine]4fip 
iHiss^MiiiMiMpe^i  tbfr>tiw«i><M>itnes^wmiyv  <tf  »ji8bi«ii 

•ll|f««#jlipiW»  ^l«^  ^1  «tt9«4t  iBcit^i^^  iiA^pg9i;)ia]l9  ^ 
to  expend  her  millions  her^.  This  connby  wiUwtjwtjl^ 
«4M)^<to  iff  ftf^R  <dQfe9fi&  Awt^Qlpw^  h«p#«>f  iW^jiwrpriU 
wWwrbeftwft  its((to«igth.;.)W*feC*i«HJa  ir«»»i«  nw 
■and,  jMfftrctefl  :sb«,oaB.iwlii[jp^,bipth(ipitoiBnlwi:.mhMt 
.imyireriiid  and  int»ltJiy  ^  vi}l.a^)Ijr,rep»y  ^nerj,dl^Ui«%i 
:l)w:«M«Jtl)« fM««£l^ 6i|BBA «f.^P<l»m»iit'^t«(ft,  -  ...,,., 
ji'Rt^Ht  I-!CaM9ili»,tBt)ifi(jfefriS»*tir«tai4^  .fir.^fWDgi^ 
awti^te  wanwMiWisntwB  )«ijtfc,tji^jjafltherH«)wntry.YWi4biB 
4Miwwig  «i)t.a»d  fivltti^ing  a.Me{lriutf1wHit«»Mi^44vfe»l 
accoDQt  •BiT  Ufifff' fiwi^a.  .TJtis-MWWltjto  |!$4qt«i{>f}>|f(P 
.WWlAlb*cdi4fc'^Mte.lb0-i!irmil^««d^p(tfi{M9fll4M^  of. 
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«CeiV  CEHBKAI.  nfFBODUCTIONj 

mAiy;  Ttrgirti  it  oomra^eetDent,  I  rabnit^n' jonfcon- 
rfitenUlDd  tte  ftnliesed  queries;  wtd  ooalditi>e8»  be  lyffad 
tOr^on  'every  towfuhip-  n'  thto  Province,  tke  wark'Woald 
be  iftr  (Advanced'.  Tke«e  qaeriea  harvib^e»  aheva  to 
iiwniji  iiT  rliii  Iwnnl  reqtecteble  Mindnals  in.  tU  ]ROfiiwe, 
and  the  schene  of  coUMtin^BHrtCTUds  in  thtk  ,wa7,.f)^  ti 
rtfttisticEd  eofiount,  Kes,  by  every  one,.  bneD-approred. 
Some  bare  donbted  'wli0tber'lb«re>«iaBt8mffiraeBt  ener^ 
tmi  yabiM!  >pirit  in  liie  remote  tolnuhifi*  to  rfeply  te  tlibm. 
I  hope  there  is;  and  cer&tnly  ■moHr^jiaaBid-  twmiUi^  ii 
JteM^te  of  iBdindoBlB  qwdifiedfor  -the  i»4k,  if  tktyiK^l 

- 'SMaegeHttotneH  b«re'«)«t  myidew'ao  'cordiatty  av  (i>  , 
«ffMi't«cdli0k'Ja1te'Mati«B-,  liM  otdy'far'their'Own/lni^'Ar 
ether  townships.  Correiet- JsfbrniatiaDt'howerer,  MRDtlhe 
only  requisite:  aotiiority'  Is^  also  vaUteA'of  tiuM  Bpeciei 
Whtcli  wlllnot  Mily  ^earrf 'wei|^  wMhi Jt'to  a  distaiio^^biit 
tenaJn  answerable  on  the  epot  for  vtiat  ii  adraiic'ed.  -fke 
lAesrritbte  poiiM,<  therefore,  is  to-  ^taJn'-t^Kes  tepdraf^ 
jftWfeOtA'fowftMl^i'and  te  have'iheee'attekted  by  fhe'b^ 
4taWi«'or  asntMiy  of^t^'respeotafoleMiahitants  as'ipoM- 
%tef'  'TO'liMotnitiishlfcis  intiMiywedieetaBd  Aosteflfbetnl 
vMilitf,'  k'lD^n^  n^  be'fi^'  in'  etUA ^tbmubtpi  aa^ 
111  Aha  'BpaM>  of'' an  boi^  or  two'iAe  '^^asSneaS' mfglit'be 
'•■pferfwt**.: -■■■■•      ■-  ■-■■'■■>      •'.' 

"^  ■tnie'  Qiferi^s4Bv4  beea  drawn  oat  as  simpty  ds  po^iMe, 
iritk  avielr  tothe -pirtic^ieaMlity  of  having  tliem  answered 
4n tiii^ ^neral  way.  TUey  onbraoe  onlystroli  mattbrsas 
\t  Iftiut'  be  itt  the  p4w,er  of  every  int^igent  fannot  to 
speak  to,  *aA  the  infonnation  to  he  obtaitted,  by  ttew  will 
'baMAcBMitto  Rssnre  farmers  Hid  bthcvaatlMMtie  iffao'liave 
nbney'tfr'eiiiia^  io'-adveutMre,  that  adveaMr*  hcte,  will 
'BoC  only  Iw  rntiomd  aad  t^'  but  that-  lhiey'dcelHaett<<e"aiay 
sit  down  in  Canada  iHtfa  comfort  and  inde|iNide*edi'-'  "* 
AMroDgfa^  to  pretest' oenftisioii  ia:tbe  g«Beral"iiilftlneDt 
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QfiNffnaniianinoaxwTxoN.         i«wv 

^<4^qstileiM,  tljhAlteyMtlfalM'tiMlJSqllt^QCfQMinM   it 

.VfiiUt  JllIVibeiMlr^jtoiAUiea  isltoDjffW^MiNitlnpUjHiBU 

<tetonl*hton«tioti.1lie^iq^:)Mn:nnde/dttoaiBai)^'thi>jri*- 

a«Urt«>:MU/lw'fiaUfrati|niOf.tb«i^tlin(IC)..^! :.:,.;  -:  ;i  .;t;;i 
-uc£)toa]illiany,:di)kTeqMide)ifa(,dHlttfe  ;ita|r,iiaioe;  b»>>tiuit 

WTTed*.  ■.     ,:.;-H|'n,;.,|  T,"!  ,.1'  |i  /-.iiii-> ,  1,  l..;.._2  wrjA  ■■ 

?f /^'i^KVPfi']'^^l^tifff^^^t  •>)<)  sofficient  documonts 
»re  fonrarded  to  me,  I  dudt  arrange  and  pnblub-theia  in 

qni^edUnperior  ability,  such  an  offer  ««aUnb«,yr«nin^ 
tion.  I  think.  ij^.{pqif}Fes  j<^d^ti7(yl'>?fib^<^  *^*-  ^  ^^^ 
conbiibute  most  willingly.  ' 

Whoever  thinks  well  oCtbe-scheme,  and  fe^  a  desire  to 
promote  it,  let  him  not  hesitate  or  delay :  prompt  assiat- 
•tmie'm'U'm^mig^'^iitiA  tcJ"tHJtMe>,  Itt^iildi^idaala 

iiiil]nnb^IJgnttaitiiinlj»'did^ienR9ftny)tiine[iiiin^^ 

item  in  this  way.     Divided  amongst  maoy^  such  charges 
will  be  trifling,  bat  accomnlatad  upon  one,  tli^  Wold  be 
-ttaf$ihs.')M  nv   \niii-iy,i-,ii    ^r,   .>...iW,\.\   :\'i.V.U  jiWi   " 
■fn\^^  U>i\i  U  ,\   \ai  V 1  jiSohO  AlOL  lAV  "\;.  -AW  n'.J  uVimiO 

Vt  \wn  -.lio^wi  Wv.  tVv.iW  f\mii\  ■nui\;  oWi  \\,>\  Vu-.i  \i\w><\'. 

h^^<#^«(liiTed  only  otafW&&m,^b'^3^-^W^iiify'9'^iAi^ 
with  a  Mgned  n|piatiin.  I  mention  this  tp  the  honour  of  the 
people  of  Uppw  Sansda,  while  I  exprecs  my  regrot  for  admitting 
of  ft  supposition  that  tsy  one  would  hesitate  or  withhold  his  name 
in  support  of  the  infonnation  required. 
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:  SIimNUM ort'tilMtiMilik  My  vMi.'I  iiinU^nltMi 
Ultnil;lul)liiMi<<HUI|>>  ImlUi/  Mta>naUite^ta|t: 
'Ifi^  1Mtt.teio«ri74feftt  Ae^IMlllktoDlf 'thM-liftlftllicMKIMM 

hu.bMii  ok-OaiDMla  U!7faaih^.tiiMp.-«)Mtiiiej:'t]iali<.^^l0D- 
"  hov  good  a  connlr;  it  is  for  p<M)r  peoples."         .   'i,-; 

•''•■  ■■;'"  "'■"J"  ■  i-- "»0BC!*T'«K)<^*Eak¥. 

^Ni  B.:  rUAMu  <diiamiain(aR>/i>r,<Ut;  tt,lrtllAi|l 

Ir.  i.'.  ,-:•■■■«  ,/!il:J;.  ■-.iyi.iM.JSlKp 


-l.irr.i;  t(ut.!JH(  ;v;..',u  v.  .).■■  i  ■■:!  J< .i  intd  '■>!  ,ii  ■;:;j(ii-,'<, 
was  first  published,  having  a.^vAE^.ii8Wtfid«H^l»* 

yjrast'Cil»«'tARl«lid'*8i«'bJ';irt«W'flW'fpMiic 
dtece|s ;»f  each  tSVhiiSWrp;  ■Irtt*:  ^elSBSiSitf^'-hiife': 

•■.I  ij"^ffiij  ,viio  uiytju  Isfc!L';.aL.-;>;.  :  ■.:  ,;..  .--Ml  'Hi  ilt-i 

"  Tax  witlan  Addreit,  ise.   iqtpeared  in  the..  i^pfMr 

OmeAt  Oatette  of  the  30th  October;  imt  lea  that  filter 

ihould  fud  JeS  into  yourhm^,  thttlsiei^lo^mtT^Md  it 

p,jl^t^Jf[ri^^0ed1h^  j^ou_^^(^e^i^avour1p  proewe  a 
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-'1  "«^Wl«^'>ie90.'  It  nfimtkie*  ikus  Jkr  prepared 

-I  ::.'.{  Av.v  vi  y.-iiwAu  ,.•.'.::.<  t.  i  Ji:i-i-i'-'    ■:;> 

;,-  C4-KAff?i*;«84.:-  J  ,„;.■  :!.■■.■!:■,:;  vsiroi!/- 
t/f  HiAAtfaisibodi  t|]^)esied  .twelvB^montlwsifo/aB 

'iBprtent«tivct.)v<luliidD^:ODtluDg  ut,|iaiIl>ine^k.U)l 
4iiidnmi8iiod>«i'  MU|iiJiy'«As.«^iit:]batoew  vVow 
4ait>rbHBla*ivi8Jhsvis;]>|dyedtoA6ifisMiJit  buJVfMribM, 

«lte»4««v[.   ■.:;;n'.l  ■)7i;  !    ;i;i!    ,i/,;v,;;i;;j(j    h.w.^-s 

]M  :A*>  I:'hinie.:aU  -alfn; jsmnidai^j  tejcsstfipj^dgitd 
pi'  pfttdiMr/ili  ■lE[Bg^lld  fthfi:ni£crraiatu>q!0i^ui^i^ 
lUppabiGlUiKbhiirhuifa  yaui.aoinmwlicafcd  tojlme 
>&ct.t^pMrpoac:^i!I  flliallham3  0toMitBejto>D{irnitive 

:ndMnt- Jinhriti.baB.iMciure^i-toi  mci.ia,.ie9afiesii#0 
;witliitfa«su):^cikiarftkwipubJiqatiAn.<''  :  ii'  -:  .'^r/ 
'.>  .  Ivmy  statemea^of  8d  3uiUBi7-t  1630,  (page^v) 
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ceiaber,  IS  19.  Arriving  at  Edinbuigh  the6thoftbe 

fattia\^h^  }lnciatMv  bw^  kati. , arcIm  pAw^edidg  to 
l?»(«*fei([?,  ffeyot^  a,  rtwBthi  tft  syjo^thy.  And.con- 

d«i|0iG6i(witb^  ^yv.afflmtedv  tK>theK<.>  ^  Totcvrdd^  the 

mediately  waited  on  an  emitieat-bdiiks^eit'Ithofier 
him  for  publication,  "  A  Statistical  AccouiiT 
OF  Upper  Canada,  weitteh  by  the  Inha< 

lying  by  him  for  some  weeks  a  Statistical  Account 
of  litipft^iifliK^<k^w»tt«ffl.Jte^iIir*&U«c^aftipf  that 
province,  which  had  been  sent  horafe  recommended 
for  publication  by  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland  and  the 
Attorney  General :  that  he  had,^^iffiA''^hy  last  • 
tviir^d^^piatkiTfiidnhih  to -li^^Msabi-.i^miil^  to 
ih&ita  pwUiBhcB;  aDd„htnrUig)i<stfijidd£)d  Stt^harfs 
moy^i^  eotM  odtl,  hes^dvinfftdprfel^piiblisb'ttny 
4WiAg'0$tU«'4ane4tiitU<fbr(^4ili)I>th«vetol<»iiiiiitD 
iiRBfty  witii>tintnher'ifoobseil|eiv  laidi^ete«ad:)ai^ 
Jttdfthatrl  tiA^tMiBoixiu\jg^-iAei-St.aiaUisMb4M- 
count  published,  but  have  petitions  prcsc^teAla) 
^lhsi>S^\^aahaai  |*sriiaBieiit||fsjiectiBg"niyrtrtatAent 
4it''^agamii'«b.a8'itfli8Bilillbil>Q;f^ei^  ibyithfa'spfitig 
stiipst  LAtitfaistimoment^.  tfaeilKiii^8!(de^tfav:qQ& 
cbliSBquertt '  diBsoiotion'i  (ifi  i*-afliaaaQqtt'>^ifiM^ati^ 
•tiny^  smguiiie  BxpeitatioB»yatHJ'aisQfeii>B>'thuiriiritf 

:i4ffi''«utoratK}n<fof"ridy/iheat«h,i«fiii<}farln<us)[tBdenl 
wretched ;  to:thb^:piy«qre!itf  Indbiii^tniyirfiriebdfl'; 
(and.i-tH)e  ,'eiij6yrffBnti-»S  ItOetVJtnigV'aMet^gainvfthe 
-vdhitS  aJiid,lcii9TanB^  bt:eiKh)nidf''^iByi>DUivevlaibi. 
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!WifiiJU£.SNXiioj»iH>TXOifir.         cxcm 

OnBudi'erniiid8l.iindeat>edesU-iaaexcursicdB;'first 
weatvrard,  tlhioi^h'Uinark,Rea^w,.«nd  Ajmbire) 
Mid  then  to  the.Dortb  so  far:  BS:Pet^rhead,  loveiH 
ness,  and  FortWiliism  ;  .havif^tbeiadditioDal  ob- 
jects^'iB  the^e  (yndrtere*  oTiDcfuirJngiatjo  the  situar- 
tiota  of  thp'  Highlsttdentt  aod  of  theic  iitc^linatiop.to 
^migrate;; »  welLas  of  iQspecti^:.the  Calied<Hi)«A 
Caaal,  that  I.  might  the  better  maliei  up  say  ihIwm) 
♦sto.thatoftheSt.  Lawfenefe.  .,:  /.i  ;..;.ii::i 
.1  It,  was  the  Ibegianiog  of  May  befioreF  I  got  back 
to  JBdinbuighi  ftoni'thitrjGecofid  buu-i;  -and  here  I 
found  Dr.; Straohan's:;book. 'advertised  lundeb'itiM 
title  .of  !*F  A:  VtC3T  je>V^wzR<uiiSjkVA^thyJiaikit 
$4nHtAdii»V'-a  brother uf'^he BBid.Doctor;'tlKadve»- 
HscmsQt  setting  .£eiAh  ,tbat.  the!  bok^  bontained 
f\-A  liei^ tuxaunt'.vf  Mr.-  G<mrlay^s>proaeedingt-tit 
ar^orinerM'iUfpev Cmi4£UL :  ifhe  whole heiit0xanA^ 
fuVjf  dr^ruii  \iip.  fKom.  tnateriahJkrnUkG&rhy  \iht 
qu^ot'«\ir<4hfKk:ii}ho'  ha4  bten  tiveiify-ifeart  in.tit 
eomUttf,  .and:  iKi^ieiniKf.  (^  the  ■Qottitt^mimt'*-'  i\'t!U'\ 

Although  I  never  beard  of  Strachan  till  I  was  in 
Upper  Canada,  I  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  a 
c()rrect  history  of  him. 

About  the  year  1795  this,  now,  Honouratle  and 
Reverend  personage  strolled  south  from  AberdeeB» 
where  he  had  received  a  little  collie  learaii^,  and 
was  for  a  while  preceptor  to  the  cbildreB  of  a 
fanner  iA  Angusshire.  After  this  he  got  to  b6 
schoolmaster,  first  in  Duoinno,  and  then  in  Kettle, 
-  parishes  in  Fifesbire,  attending  St.  Andrew's  Ct^ 
lege  ^t  the  same  time,  as  an  irregular  student. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Hamilton«of  Gladsmuir,  in  East 
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l^aiUi»ai  my'wifeV  tinale,  lHrviD^:.fl..coiinniB8idil 
from  a  fi-fedd  in  Uf>t»erCanf(dait6  semiE  obtito  hmi 
d' psr^oa  qiiaDBed  for  a  femlly.tutoi*,  offcredjEjO 
IT 'yekrtti  {Procure  oiw}  «nd  ^trkcbtkrt  tigi^ded  togo 
etft  Hi^  Weiit;  and  after  tedcb^-prhaletjifbt. 
same  lime,  becamfe  agiia  a  ^obootimMter^  lo  thii 
ftitutitioii  h^  m&rri«d  a  widtfw  with  ASine'mbiMty 
bad  good  pondexions :  got  orders  to-officiatd  m'i 
minister  of  the  church  of  Engtadd:  tfajrdp[W>mt«d 
to  the  rectorj  of  Ydrk,  the  capital  of  Upper  Ca- 
tads;  had,  finally,  becuDe/ioiitddilipBi^  faonoraty 
member  of  the  Executive  cbun'cilTOf  the  proviDoe*. 
AU'&is  iviffi  certaiiily  creditable;'  but  our  Domiini 
wmjld  oldt;  'mn'i(ltb::tbe'perfoniduiicie  oThiB.inany 
Uvtiei^tsf  4ehdo\mastt!r, -pvtsaa,  jaiid  ^oUDcUtert 
iHe.w&i^not  cciat^Dted^  wil6  Vtlipping-  childtkii; 
but sttncKedabr  ei^^rcBMeat  of  t)i^' United Stkiteai 
iA^a  vh-dleflt'trnvtopilpet'  articlet  to  wbioh  be  set  bis 
nUtati  as  *.' Rector  of  Yt^k)"  and '  poMisbtftf  a 
pamphlet  abusing  the  late  Le^d  Selkirk  fofbM  at* 


*  Since  the  above  was  written,  I  hare  seen  it  announced  in  a 
newspaper,  that  ''  tW  H'o'riofarabTe,    and  fieverenicl,  ahii  boclor 

fllractiEiBiaippOiiHed'iAeMbetbfffi*  LegisiiUU^C^uH*!!!;''*  andl 
H6mbt;D(Hittf*lhayi  bjlitld  ii^.-ikat  if  fti*  baS^Brihtjpofepptt 
CaJmdpi.hy  ftiy  beiio  laAotB  lititviniKf  joltrtM^  nsjnit.  ^l"te 
,i;^derwi]l^d  intbiffir^.vtt'l^me  rep^tedfJli^i^Bjlphipn,iyf^ 
whUe  I  ^yet  intended  to  withhold  hij  pt^pe,   ^Ijly^cbapged^l^.of 

Sblisliing  baa  Wought  it  fojftli  in  this  placa :  has  introduced  it  in 
!  App^hdii  }  and  nloBt  c6ilSpicu6iisly  ih  (lie  Sxfl* nation  oV 
THE 3*^  Jjrtfiaea  (o  vdlume  IIi  rfKcE  ^14  readwNvbik'do  wSII 
lep^useb^foniieigoeRfuttiier,  '■'■  '■'.  .'■"  •■•    - 
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GBHIUbUb.  MTKVIWetnoir.  tiOi 

t«Afil'l)a'nQd>li^'BebltM:fi|rttt>the  HiHabm^Bvy 
tatMtfi-  ']<  was  Ae' mxt'objeotf  of  His  wrkth  ; 
tmd  fbr  wlWt'?'^fitf 'ptAlhbtD^  tey  rirst  Address  to 
■  the'  ftfeWdeiit'  Land-O'tfrn'^  if  iTppef  Canada,' 
which  has  appeared  above." 

Upoii  getting  hold  of  the  ''VisittoUpperCa-t 
11^  A  D  Ai"  Ireadily  perpeired  why  the  Edinburgh  boob- 
8^1)ec  b,«4  refused  to  be  iu  publisher.  Frombegi^oing 
to  «Dd' it  focbibited^one  otinUiMiedtiatue  of  wefak- 
ness  and  abotuinattotl,  With'  a  trbole  chapter  de* 
toted  to  pcMdhBl  «bQrte  of  nidt'  indeed,  I  have  no 
dbubttfbati'hutforthis'magriahimous  object,  Jatnes 
S^ftitihatV  Would  have  made  no  Vjsit  to  tfpper  ' 
Canada.  Its  genenil  merits  may  be  welt  conceived, 
from  the' following  article*. which  i^peared;  in  the 
Scotsman  newspaper  of  May,  1830. 


LITERATURE. 


ViaiT  TO  TH£  PROVINCE  OF  UPPER  CANADA, 

~  ■■  ,  ■  ■  i»-i8i6/  ■'■  '    ■':'■'_  '' 

■  _  '"  BY  JAMES  STBACHAN.  . 
f^.is  ooff^^f  ti|9,  most  mis^^le  attempts  attraveU 
^n^jng  tre  jbtiv^  ayer.seeD.  A  book  writt^a  foi  the  ose  of 
QO«pw>ib  itaay  ^dii^^eoBe  vith:,  jwofoood  thiokin;,  .sod 
j^l^fUfl  dfiacapH^fii  and .  ae^oG  to  reqntfe  aDtbing  mora 
titw  >  ^  pcffW  of  ti^Ue^ tiBgr  W4  reUHntr  fA<^  ;^.  «^oi)tt 
sitiwe^of^TeiyobviowktM-,  Bi)t;«iBi|)!eftfl.^fl  ta^  a|H 
.  ^wr4,^4V(H'k)aay«oi)yiB(sewr(W!atbatt}iera#ra»ii4in4itt 
als  as  incapable  of  execnting  it,  as  of  deciphering  ^  iawtn 
glypliicK  of  Dendera.    Ttooglf  we  nuut  Hip{>fee4lu)t}I^ 
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Shrabbew  h^thb  Irttteat  (tf'hi»bitttbar'>jitiaifiiia(f6iH<wAo' 
^at  jt^BOQ  KboTB  faMotyiyeara'iiii.ittie  comity,  ai^Unpilffa 
^r^^pfi,.]^  littt^  dH«bt,|tI)»t:thB  t^Oihato^nj^Mi^W- 
talent^  for  the  ent^ rpij^e^we  piiist'  ,s«y  that  jUie  bftok  coffr-, 
tains  nothing  to  repay  the  trouble  ^of,  reading  three  pages. 
Any  facts  to  be  found,  in  it  ^oi^ta  qoticd,  bive  been 
borrowed'  at'secohd  or  third'  liaQd  froffl  books'  already 
ktiO*n;Ba'd'ia  the "bcfAofring,  W^frar^thfey  have  iosl'di^ 
iocdJacy  irKliih'ifeiiderfe  ■ftem!  of  any  ♦alne.  T^lieii  &tf 
adthorr  attempts latayiveraarkB  it1"UB''*wa  perMo^'lw  ftf 
initer^i]^  .oitt,  Qom  .-the  ^tot  of.tfae  moat  .0Qiinn<hx>^eisien 
9tin(qrn^at^nj  aii()l„rha%iA^tl  t»Mc4«t.t)>^hfH^d$i).^fii4fA« 
he.basf  ai^]}iuie4  pi^^';K  mo^t^.l^a^,  ff  •pr^u^Wff, 
IndeetL  tbf  gnl^  thine  n^w  m  the  bfok  is  the  snperl^tfv^ 
igAorance  tbat,ruD8  trough  itr— an  ignorance  w^ich charity 
niighthaVe  overlooked.'had  it  not  lieeh  accompanied  by 
no  l9dfall''sfa'are'(>^  pt-esuiiiptl<^A.'''Str.  Strachaii  h^  iteeii 
moved  to  publish  by  nmotlteiio-lesi^  tMAIe  0i&i''a')deal  to 
demolish  a  host  of  errors  which  have  been  saffered  to 
reign  till  this  champion  of  truth  and  knowledge  took  the 
field.  He  announfi£,;c^i^«^}'i  tb|t  his  book  will  be 
foand  to  contain  every  thing  esseatial  for  an  emigrant  to 
'  know;  and  he  anticipates  that  it  viD  entirely  divert  the 
qt«kAi;M  «*)%tati6iKfroEfe  (he  JJaibed  SKalea  to  CtoAda:!  / 
We  have  no  donbt  thatrpVianthor  really  me^nt  to  ac- 
complish this,  if  he  had  known  how  to  set  aboat  it.  Bat 
whatever  .advantages  Canada  possesses  have"  been  much 
lietter  told  already  by  every  person  who  has  pretfendtid  to 
-desra^be  them;  and  &8'ft«tl>e  eonrparatiTedi's^vaUtHgei 
of  the.  United  States,  -we  fear -his  aticoimts .  Will  &ave-  hat 
litfte' antiloTi^  with  Ihose  who  know  that  he  was  nfr<r^''Bi 
the  titxcfiiby ;  aodtiiBt, 'a4  be  ^as  proved  hbD8«lf&iMXlpri)le 
of'd«fM#ibing'whBt'^I'Ander  ys'ovta  olisetratioii, '  hl9  telf^ 
titliMiy  «m»ot  be  of  mneh'Valute  as-  to  objects  a  tfawtsaad 

--t'bbiifebtlttiiWsttek-'  wtti  not  leftm  (tiidew  '%'infeKvcEd 
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n  rendered  iiUGcessible  for  about  ooe  half  of  thoyeaiv  hjr 
sea,  from  ttie  ice ;  and  though  he  will  look  io  vain  for  other 
«Uftt  oiwbafi\  h^MiaM,  yAnk^  ftrfitanrnfing  Oat 
1ie>iHttfiiid]nAnif1hit*bii^^liaK««ai^b«ft«t^fOii«JM 

£pp«i^fi/he,^llt«ft4<4t^  a,m^rtaogiwi,t*W*,-yh»tWft 

;^psiup^c^,,dvt,tbe.«x1'«<ne  oold  of  Ugper<Ci^^ 

_ip J^»Wi3>,  ijipiafl,^.of  I^ahr^jitieit.;_he,wiH-^|i^thpt|th|, 
Canada^  h^ve  a'mo^  fertile  soil,  apd  a  neater  extent  of 
sea-coast't&'aii  ue'^aitic;  '^ata^  wea'd[v'alice,nom  Lower 
to  TTpper  Canada,' ^lle  §oil  and  climate  perceptibly  fn^'^ravb '; 
-hh' -tf^'fiit^r^Ve^^f  < lo^tih^lj<'Uop<J> ^ ' tSU  tibtM^ary. 
te«<:  (J^a'.lf'Ve'a^HMfe  k'iAai  M4liePmiibe  ^am^  ^\V6ti- 
<^flbi!htH  -tkenUiUt«dnSlatb4t''»ktaM  tiaAy  tttwleb'tte 
■<Miw»ii>CitttpgJj[«p^ifcWTWifrp'tW)1^o*i><eM(krftti.Bni^ 
.)«ri!eU^ni,i^j^<ltpp4^H>i|^m^  jW^^^S4)a#jip9H*pi^:iflfc- 

marpfa  fevers,  becaase  i^  has.its  sfa^e  of  the ifitavmmaa 
and  staniant' waters  tliat  produce  them^.bnt'fms,  OJU- 
'abthb^  says',  is  a  liiisttke,  ^d"  these  causes  oif'diseftse 
W]^^«te  <miyin' ■flie  tyii^k  itifes;  'aa)l"'^as{)'fe&H  the/r  m- 
Boence  iu  favour  of  the  loyal  Canadians.  So  per'lt^KVy  ig- 
norant, however,  are  emigrants,'  that  ftey  enconn^fall 
iKwe  evifsi  aiid.paya  higt  pVic6  tbr  iv'orae' tandt( 'in  the 
'Umted  stages,  tiiap thev'coul'd  get  in  Cana^ for q<]uing, 
'It  had.been^  oH^  stated,'  that  a>p,(K>T,  d>^  "^sM  iM^i; ,ttW 
ci,n;ams^MS,b;i[  gtfuig  ;to^ii§.  colony ;  but  it  ;^q^rfe^,v^ 
for  Bf ly ^trajChan  ,J:p _  dfpcffVETC^ ; Ijiat .t|»We. is .np ^iave^io^ 
„woi^f(  t^i(aJ.]to,  ipanftda  fpT.inien  ,of  large  ca^it»Isj;,,,im^ 
ahin9i^g-<^}ier.adivaiit^«,il;^y  5?hick^p  (aiqi¥?,^^i)*vfewi^ 
,^ritaa(,..hp=(^ay«,,,tIiey,w4U:,bpia^e^o  vdwaite^Ams  fihiJ- 
.4^ai,^b<wgh:bp  ^id  j>at:^i>dihe()oloayi!):a«tatd«ftfM«r> 
reCtion,  s»  be  expeot«d^  Jte^fooad'  it  had  been  "dutHrhed 
by  dflMoidrat&  idkd  .tevidl«vs^>aiid  tlHve,'(«i  ^''WoM' tbe 
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priBoip^oiivmbarsjtfofiMutnia.ttCBaltUkivafft^iiiiflrir^ 
Ufe.   Biit«eiianwl;tiiDr&iuai«Di>itfl»lQfMpQ9t  B.JMtH- 


TbeiKadev.raust  AotrrQcgetttbftt  llwbQok:  bei* 
ipok^crfi-'Vils  *^  written  hg  Dr.  Stra^MUy  and  tent 
AMfie,  reeomtneHdedf«r  pubUeaUf^  it^'SitPefe^ 
grine  MdUidnd  and  the  Attbrnef^tni^ralT  T'bik 
makes  it  of  t:ons^queDce :  (his  stamps  it  as''^  iJocti- 
metit-^aq  expbs^  orcti(ircli  and  state ;  aqd  because 
.of.  tbis,  Jhaye.cpnsidered.it  wort^^  of  notice.  . 

AfUc'  per  wipg,f;b«  twelve. pages  of  Rp^cvdaliJo- 
iwded  to  injure  inj«^  li^bpd  tbecunosi^  tpjreaif 
over  tbese  pAgei  a  Mcondi.limis,  to  mole  wiih<ay 
fttnoil  tive  fatt^o<ids»  ImtriUliSf  wid  nijllr*i»men»> 
atioDs,  therein  cbtftaioed^  'vn^'ho'^  tnatty  dtitett  4b& 
tecord  ma^e  of  them?  ^'THtt^-twii  fiheh&oda, 
^irUf'tiglit.  untr^'ka,}  besides  murepreaentdt^ns 
ihrt^hoitty  So  much,  ^at  present,  for  the  work 
of  the  JJonounAk,  and  Reverenfii,.  aw$  poctof 
Stratum*,  ,  ,  ,i, ■,:,,,-.  ■  ■      .  .,..'■.,:  ,„■ 

.*  Alllioti{-h  twelrii  pages  of  the  Vimt  to  Vffkk  C&nam  ue 
deTOlad  to  abuse  of,;ne,  I  am  taot  tlie  »o1e  c^ect  pf  its  scoiuUl. 
**  'A  Mbntreal  auctioneer"  IB  attapte^  in  uiJe  management  of  Us 
private  i^airs ;  a  man  who  bad  aiDnied' put>ncl}',  by'mattly  con- 
duct in  the  Loner  Catihda  Parliament.  Me  is  Inown  to  me  only 
't»y  some  of  bis  Bpeechee, 'pnblisWt'ln'  newspapers.  Which  ap- 
peared terf  goctd  indeed.'  Thin,  a^n,  -the  feeUilg*  bf  the 
fimfl^ofC«pt;  BrsDt,  the  cdebrated  Indian  Cktef,-  are  >aatonTy 
■Hd  OtueHy  T^nired.  Cirpt.  Brant  ie  spoken  6f  as  a  "  taiserlitfle 
-mm,'*  «f  "  uiTHga  ferocity;" — *^  pu^d  'up  irftti  .Ub  owa  ha- 
'pertamce,"  at  having  "  fre^e&tly  dise^vered  k  want  of  gratitoda 
.40  tin  Botidi  govBnUBBDt,''.Bnd  so  fwtlL    LnevBrhBaad.CapL 
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.  vOWBBAIi :  ««WOV«tlTIIMr .  .-  w 

The  fiiM  pRriiapwnt  of  tk»<i»«m  reign  .beit^ 
«ow  Ket^  I  MiBs  aosiouB  M  gbbita  tkonkm  l»pi>e- 

BcBnt^qk^nof'ifi.Uppei')(j^anBdBbut  ia  torviB  of  r^tyMpt;  u4W 
Tinting  m>  son  and  ijau^ter,  resident  at  Wpllington  Stjuare,  in 
t&tildntrii^  of<3cn«;.ha&  (he  kaVi^fiiciTbi^ t^'fib'dJng  fheM  in  man* 
nan,  oonremlioD,  wid  iM»ittA,'-at[M  ib'A'e  hM'hM  {no^elff 
yMK  n^i  MbtiMi^  1  aMni,i4B.  fter  vritk.  i^mUju  pteunt*)  As  « 
JWrf:*fif%rtH.*<WW*,f»^W  ««9*i^1*)f;«iBwK(i»n|««i 
^]^  h»^i{<^  ,Yf ,  Pjayat?  Item,  frpw,  |^  ^r^  fff Ufl  !*»d,that  ib^ 
ik  nothing  ia.  tha  bre^  (tbougti  we  may  be  partial  to  our  owi^ 
top'revent  their  teiDgcTviliied.  tn  tHe  leciuel  it  wijl  lie  (ound, 
■Onft  liiuftii^MIt  ^tfaMe'  pMpte  bj>"diflbrant  appdllations.  Some 
'liirtiMrtiWt  mk  'iXhMwgy.  3>l)<M»esidi^  wiWnmi¥eyMbttni& 

nofyph  fhe  ^i  wage,  bwr^^r,  ijj.^takaj^^  tl(«,M  pcfwi. 
Tha  poet,  wba  MVS.    ,^  ;      ,     ■  . 

"  when  wHd  iQ  woods  the  noble  toiN^  ""an,'' 
'dt&any  '^iti^  but  lAean,  that  IhiatMingwia  brutal,  mel/and 
itiBumtilete j'ari,: «' fact,",the  ^arth'Alneiiiem  iAarigUm'V«r6 
a«tid  «.'Mpg:  bsaiJaaBd'igaunms.:  JENJcpMcatttm^nritMaupt 

tlfst  state  ^.  shftvU  -1>*^  1^^  aloikf ;  in  IhM-  9tat«:lie  ^,^(^|^ 
uaeri)!  in  lis  .Tocation.  The  middle  state— that,  of  half-buntet, 
lDa\r-cultivB.tDr,  is'  the  wora^ ;  aoJ  I  have  relcomm«^ded  that  ^t^ 

vAt>  w&MnUmlett  %y-MtdiMAibto  ofy'Utb^pioptt,  'bf  Wlttt»tfoti 
toilfWMriS  t*:intfiMtivJ:Xb*  balfrhmlar,  talf-cnltlntdi^  iiiiiuu- 

.^..;  wi  ..■^.     ^^■.■.■..  :  '■      ■■  ^.;.  ■..■.  "-: 

But  to  returnto  Gapt.  Brant:  it  la. worthy  of.  record,  that  he 
'wM  hot  even  jtreeent  at  the  destriiction  of  Wyoming,  as  fancfed 
•by'Mfc'tfcii^Wfl'/iri  Bis'  beBntifii^poeni  of  'OmT&ubB  w 
MvmitaMff  SetUdiMMtwotablapakODBiBte  Mill  aH«e,  in  Vpp^r 
Qi^adf,  ♦Jm,'*»r»4?tifxiM  V);Aiai,'lM!<knroi)M'b«  W'if  Mr. 
.<>mj4fej|,ijtjhifl.n^f  (sdj^i'fl.jwpuld  note  tl^«^tA:,<;f>fre9l|iTfrf>tis 
impifssioiu,  which  his  poetical  licence,  ip  ipeaUna  of  ,".t{^ 
mo luter  Brandt."  may  create.     The  name  \b  BraiU,  not  Brandt. 


tvGoogIc 


ttntiitoiXt  a  petitroiTi,  witH'Wgartl'.co  ith^  ^teof 
-Upper  Ganada  jaud  alsotoi  proeeed-wttb'mt^  paht- 
Hcation.  I  was  unexpectedly  detained  ia  Scot- 
land A  few'we'e,V^, 'owJDg  to  the  pleaVb 'of  a, family 
oahoexion,  afid^y  ^t  to  tp^iji  by  ti;^  6t^  JEuQifv 
^.  nteiitipsed  above,  page  x^ix.,  ,  ^.■.< 

,:  ^QaiitbA36ihJniy  t]mivokambwis  pubitoiffeitf 
tmd'MKm  /afterwards  w«S"^chrertii4d  fo^  |Hi^ic»i> 
tloii;  ' 'I'toH  tbe  publiSh^fe  that  it'wbaW  be.'ready 
!f6r'  delivery  in  a  few  w^eks ;'  but  was  hit\e  awar? 
of  the  delay  which  mjght  he,  ooiaaiqgu^.  bjf  the 
prepsintiQA  of  plates,  -jhrae;  theD-iai:tli»bsudB><)f 
dat  eji^cavenwi>M>Bo«TqBd7>tiH''tbeu|«tof  Nb4<ed- 
^er;  «hd'ttire(i  mort,  ftitiud '  teti«sit^  'ftt'  Htb^ 
tration,,were  stiU  ^unfinished  th^  srf'bf'Jpecernber. 
On,that'd3y[I  receiveid:a  let^ter  frou),,nyf;  j^jfe,  jp;- 
Iqynii^g  4(ss  ,t}a»f:,'fik^\m9s  (akepJlh.iapdihwiC***- 
c^din^  pag^'>tO(»i<deaEly  liiniiitated vAheii<i>rtgres»i'i)f 
deca^i''^ For'theee-'- daya''-!'  H^mni'ned" m  "Liswdoft 
ipOi*wless  With  sdlfciHide  :■  ^  lettfet  iPrbitfiill^'dAu^ft- 
tfelf' Inspired'  hope'' api'i^soJuH^  for 

lEdw^uir^,;  ,hijtt  ?i|civp(i,  tfa,9^,  .90^  jia  ^tp^,tf>,j>^ 
!fji;i«;,Ri(^^l,P)^t|o£iray.deMxwt&i 
..<  lErer  -sinto  mif-hwAbW  titsktmentat-'NtagarAy  I 
iharo'been  the'-victitti  of  hervotia  malady."  I'had 
so  far  conquered  this  before  coining  to  Lbbdpn, 
byextrao'rdihaiy  efforts :'  hut'  ii|y  ,gre?ii  ^and,  ^nex,- 
pect<e^  affl^ctjop  now  thrust  m^\  ctowq,  .apd^ysuj^ 
j^tcd.  me,  to  the  .  jncstideplombk^wedmeW. 
Jiuiting' tht<cifr  luohtfas'  stay  in 'Stothnd'  i!  was 
whfllly-iiriaBle  to  gtt'on  l#ith  thd  Wotk''df  ^idbHca'- 
tiOn.     r  iiivii^ed  a  geatremaDi  well.,  qu^^ed,   to 
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i^t'i*  <fim«bH^  this  'first'  voltMifeil  Axii  nebtiy 
eom(»letejl;^tt 'part  of  the  «iitioD  n^titiei  sent 
out  iforthwith  tnxCjmacbr-i'but^after  sitting  with 
faimfer  some  botirs^^jifobad  ntysdf' wholly  unaihle 
to'  direoti  )tift  bodMvoulsji.il  eould  oot  tloEii^  tat- 
4eed,  sum  apfour  figures: together.  Trestingi that 
c4HH}ge'offlb«ne  might  listen  my  spirits  aadi-psr 
Blew  ;«o  me'  bonle  ^agrb«'«>if  en^y^  I  s&iied  ter 
JiMHflon'  the  9d:  o£-March';  butj  afta-  aimiserabte 
iinoyi^ of. 'tff«fv«  days^  waa  laDded.irtiUimorere* 
ductel  So  strength;  and  erery  day becsnk^rwone 
Hud  worse. :  Afmid;of  oiskihg  ihto.ibaoiute>imbei- 
ctl^y.XjMiaferred  withrwMeod.as^^to/soikieFiobjotit 
^fhicb  m^t  mbw:au|ri  dormant!  fibiiltiesf  anddifl*- 
^Ihd  doodof  »tiBrtfu«idiag!S^m„i  tJ;  ;  ,» 

He  suggBstad  tfaaltilataiMkI  offer  tb^^anicmpmlir 
SiriBJ  Wii«)(Ki«oM^l*s,^m«h&xmuse>df  indfipetad- 
btMtdjiiiiI;i^aBi.>a'<suiofeHiifridDd  itD^theiidaiHe ;-.  but 
fi&r  H: i Wilson  bad idisgisted  me  with  hisbocdc  en 
E^yptf'BQd'thenoe'IihEidiJHUeired  a-«b>iiy>;(1vUdi 
a  -aoir  diloradit)j<6£  lhi&  .hairu^  plityesl.-tltfe^eavev- 
idtoppsi\ Lby,  iBttaqdlng.  ftijoanfeieDiiie.ketwemtthe 
J&tapBiAi  ^^iMiabder  ^^i^iBiiDniipaite^'diaguiaBdids 
«  Kveiylaenpilh  f  Wiha&ifc  aaidfof  hitnb  uajfen  Obis 
^ti^eef^ibd^uM^^xplanatioB!.!  1  spalcecuf  ifelto/^y 
ifrisady.4Qd(it'Wm-i-esolYedfth«tJ  8boitiid,cOmmuDf»- 
iCBteiHQr  iDtBDtkm,  aodisKpUin  aftdTTarda.' '  Upon 
tfaist  li^ttdtkesMd' tn^(;lHi£8>'to  Sir  -Robert  .thb 
S4thtMait:h';  but:  Iq'  two  (^s  .moreitiTraslaui- 
.nouncedi  L^that . thei  NeapQlitaa  .people)  had .  abfluk 
-jiom.dteir,  eDterprise.i   Thsiir  wen,  Uideed,  b»lvft|F- 
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unaoBurmoM. 

^  by  thnt  IcMhni.   I  wis  lour  usubMiitlii^iniwrjr 

•DcM  Df£ngUad«jaiMl;TiNlt  DkifyoU  fiwaitei J)h«ni. 
'A»  no  tjaf^mn''r«aewMd('(rbnk .Sit  ft.  WNftM  .tn 
my  aolC'i^.'tfa^'Sdtti  Macdii  iMluid  «iy  frJ)»id>  ob 
iBftring  tflMQ,  to  -fli^'biiaiatft  (ijiiiW;biQb.>bQuw«i» 
wtmuuLMSul),  end  mt^in:  ^uiider  ivlial;  .o({8ih»t 
■MDccs  i  kadbikefidH^ibiyly  ofraddwaBtMgliMft. 
'nm'Smik.iai  1  ihadw^tl^ieooti^BQ'  tb.iny:OmD.|MMh- 
ciplesjiHDA  ivai'«bfniw!liai'9«lulaieid;of  it.:  Tibeygh 
•ny'lbio^  »-  bcJHer.-tinn;  :fmit}Bcii«t5F:  and  'liotht 
myiaaibitioii  UKdihesjIeutof  all  ;tf)/th3{^*  Mir 
tficjr;  'aad^^vitg-'Hiao^  anejiat  B  Ishwiol  ^^liMs 
ftHbluwqii  liBidediiiiBfffumufiratetIn  dcKlaiiBti(uii«f 
GibboD,  tbe  biotoriWiAfaaliiKiiba  doiM^iiofMatolt- 
i4te!»'H»«beapBit  teMmftditiyiQ  iwtuiv;''  ■      > 

i  fttfar«ed'atftiH>eBtkrinVlivi3fl«fiAipnl>i  hatMi 
the  •eoM^xb^satiEMfalviK'iEBoekad'Jipr;  ^aodilud 
to  veach^AevliBaB  iiy  faeAeiv' !il»w  jb  wa^tUy  «U 
Amid rawlily  adcnnuiMdted  Itaetwiiiii  ;&  poitf^ -.1 

4«  iI>i»i>etLt  ishiikHig  {faaods,  ^  ili  jcBitneycd  ABj  (friA 
^otam^icf  vof^itwAmi'SkiimMB  ia6di.B*b^  i4iJB«fkda>; 
adC  ftMigBUiagitlie  jMaf  dnW)oPWily>(niiRhi^>  /KoT 
wriylbe  people^4>it  tlH»0«^>ii|Bl  of  Wi^jia.nd' 
■nniiM  dearto'tiky  i«ateifab>ioce,-«4lB  bbucQ^.anril 
ftodowDs.  Seren  yeaiqAftmf  Ja&i!ararB  ^bCj» 
^Inhitev— -n)p8t-iinteiie8tiiig':yb«»  df  sdnfhiae 
-Mld^icioud.  '^iltaHiie 'gave -biftk  ta^  £vb.  of  iKfy 
«lMldii£i^li^tO'KiBe|ot^ttheH)-a''grave,4«atg^ayniaver 
^t«4iMi'  ,&e»Ungg*Kivcl|«iilcili  rcftHod'itopeitoin'ifis 
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rites,'— rites' which  f  hold  at;  nought  but  for  apU 
pearahbcs  of  -decency';'  Rod  tbfse  are  set  aside 
vflieti^' superstition  hti  controal-* ! ! 

'Cbehenhain  vatvm  restored  me  i«  beolth  sis 
yvars  ago.  I  rode  to  Cheltenhan,  and  tried  the  Vvr- 
tera  a  second  time,  without  aVail.'  'I  then  returned 
to  Derizes,  detivored  up  th^e-pony  tp  my  friead;  tuut 
imrcbed  to  London,' now semewJiatBticagtheaed 
in  hody,  but  still  unfit  for -aoy  contmued  mentill 
efibrt  I  1  had,  in  fact,  lost  -the  power  of  c<Niibiuing 
my  thoughts,  and  had  to  reat  trndersOch  grievouf^ 
afflfclfon.  ! 

On  the  7th  Of  May  an  ortiitlc  -  appeared  Hi'the> 
Morning  Chronicle,  seemiugty  prepared Kl  draw- 
attention  to  the  true  prindple  of  refomitig' the' 
-  pooriiaws,  -for  whiafa.  Mr  Scarlet  bad  givev  notf«ei 
that  he  intended  to  briikg  a  Biil  into  F^ltatbeht* 
In  this  article'ttutfaority  was -Quoted  liroiB  lajjittl^i 
publication  on  the  subject.  The  Tybavjsy  of- 
PoOB-LAWSv'in  4^po8itii(Hi  'to  tlie'SeirtiinentB- of; 
Mr.  Cobben,  and,  on  the  8tb,  Mr.  Scarlett^*  E^o^ri 
Relief  Bill' wasi  bhH^  into  the  Housd.  This' 
oould  uMfeil'tobehifilhly^iatfireathig  to  ueiituui] 
it  pvovcd  electric-:  it  h«d:  coftsidar^le  effMtt  iai. 
roilaing'my  still  feeble  mind  to  action.    It  was  iii^- 


*  I  had  a  poor  baby  wliTcb  died  tuddenly,  during  her  third 
night,  while  unchHsteiied ;  and,  because -of  the  cerenony  being  * 
thus  acradwtally  aegtaoted,  th«  ptiMon  had  to  mbvf  As  Butiric,  ' 
asd  dqay  his  pfMeiJce  ud  ptftytnf  •!'  ti|«  fHWal.  I  vovhi  - 
WAlil  Moab  oretisdch  Anbrif         .       ■; 
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deed  curious  that  m^^tiltteJmct,  tv.b)cti,  tnx  y«Rn 
befwe,  bad  been  p(es4nted  to  70a  Feera  and  Com^ 
inoners  of  ParliaOiebti  and  olMiiu>ed;for  metbeo^ 
Qoly  frbm  twp,  sJioitild,  at  se:«veotful  A'  tnonievit, 
he.tbmat  forlvanl  by.ka  linknowArbBJitl  id  ny-B>dv 
T^i9,  lUtb  iiiciUent,.  leather  with  b  hop«  -tbckt  a 
iowuniiwipn  w(>Dtcl,'.b«fora  the  end  .eii  the  aesnbm 
tnirB.from.  Upper  C^uiad*^  to. call. ^  inquiry  miMi 
fbo^fttnte  ofilke  pnorncavmndenie^eveiy  day  moce 
afidiNWcc  anniviU'to  ivboiBKteDce  my  Trotk.of  pukn 
liabtngrtbeatatisHcftl  aeoonnt;  and  after  the  aeooe^ 
notice  of  Mr.  Scarlett's  Bill,  on  the  34th  May,  IttX 
last  reaolVedlo^l^  up  and  doiagp.  1  had  thoqbted,  fVotn 
tbebegtBiJieg.  i£iGif)9Mumecouldconttii|i lJb« imt- 
t«ilfnvpMcd  .for  it.  liyfy  hope  of  gaining  incieaaed. 
puUioi  attehtibfi*  bedause^  of .Mt.  %cartett'»  motioDf 
addedt  to  th|e  eHpectation  tbat'a  cotnnusaiob  for  in^-; 
quiry  migbt'  iinbMdis|tety  b«.ea(iQC)ted  home  fcou 
Canada, ■gavE.iiie  eoutage  to  put  a  fecfmd  volufae  to* 
presBi  and'lo  laytie  foundai^ijfiH  a  cojuplett  dcjwi^ 
lo^dnetttiQllce^niaf  a^ftiesi  .  ,Xhe  pulianaiitary  de^ 
batebn  tbeiC^bstiJiationof  C«iMda,  in  1791J  semled 
piHtulwl^  wor^yef  rbaiBgrblyMgbl  u)t<i>  ri«H(t  wpW' 
th#  994ieio»'i'Aa&'  tbei  filiiiiting  of  ,tt'>TBqui<iAg  no; 
e&riffool  me^  I,  tber«b)!t^na<]«  a<t>^aivng^  Be- 
'fore  that  and  Rochefoucault's  account  of  Simcoe's 
government  were  printed  off,  I  became  afraid  of 
beiii>^  ujiabletojQE^ke  necessary  comments;  but  w^s 
foftunate  in^ttipg„a  l(ci^fi  tftipairy  ines,.ta  B|igJ»tqftj,. 
•  \xhere,  folft  week,.in.tJbfi.>eginftLBg;i9f  J.ikly^.  beJug!' 
refreshed  with  aiif  and'cotercnse,  I mvde  vai  to' 
write,   Rs  it  is,   the  Review  whiih  fiyllows  th«ft 
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ttanson^ts,: jm  ^?Dt;  li.  >and\wbieb>  llraqt,  nc^ 
nsntm^T'OUleaTOuis,  JhoweVeriimpeHiMit  tlie..|iei- 

tnticted'''- cogitatiofia.'  -Ihibing  Anguel -^abdiiSeipb 
tanber)'«y>iiaillh  uiAfloobt  ^mthMi3inik,9ikei^ 
unfit  filrtHq.'WDrk'On  faaqdv  .whtcfa' we9:ndtr  inteii 
nipfed  for  week* 'C(^eth»<.''  Tonrndi  OvtbbBf  I 
fbdBd  it'VeoesHliy.'a third  fiiqe^  (tiiLj:fhHii;t(Mvii 
for  reUefi'  K'8i»eD«'4'neek  at.MaigstB'.for  the  be* 
nefitofae&»briUni^:  adidt>«a  excuhidancrmd  tlit 
QOtBt  o££cnt  i'Bod  biit  thQbrwBB^out'asBaiiddiia 
London  ..utd'Edinba^bii  with  iafiemvk'  torm^li 
in  tfaeoourte:of  )aw^:«4ioutdi  hive  ibeeh  Ttg<m^u»; 
IhaDk-Ocid)  rbifve,itt'tfcw  ^iflimenti  been^^lii^to 
let  atf^eVeeftreaiA  ;r!ttBd,:-it>thip:>neBieid, :am 
betteriD  tadattfa.dtaa  I  btttbibeen since  d^  dljron 
«hich  I  wa>iillegalljr!flrrt»ted«i&Dd  «dnfikiid  wtthhl 
Nragarajail*.  -  •*■    1       •      ^      .:   '   ■/         .  .■.,  ^  ^^; 

Thia.naiTatvve.'miUt  notibil  tdken' aib3aB-.-r-'Iir'i^ 
Mcesaaryifoc  ny'fnxit^otioB.aigaiiisteattinMi^ilOM!' 
^stercalL  'M^F.qn^nEmKiJt&^^^vUeiw  t  btfne<bies»,  itii 
how  ralployEdi.^^  You  wiltrtoiBdiberthat.wb«n  JHf 
U|fpdr  Canada^  I  leas' accused,  iii  cciAsdqut^et-^l 
sn  in&aoiw  Aiaddiir,  puUiafaed.  by  th^:  hauioo 
CourieTi  ofiheT^og:  beeh  eijg^ed' ur-theiHwUnitf 
maetiii^s  06  En^atid;;  aid  «f  fc»ag  (i  {mui^ter^ 
innurectien  :b^[Mii  wUl  irbtuttadwr  ^f!  a  povr  tooii-' 
m'an'xlesbrte^; 'before  :H.pbbti«t:oBifniny,  in.Little' 
l^brld,  4kK&I  oM  Svitt  httdittmacoattirifloi.t/U 
dhcM^Caittuinji  twid,)Hiier^  pfbbabbf ,  }iaip  wolaW 
leamfroBilj^i^iUMnyJaBidrNievrc-YoHbnewspj^paBV' 
thatti  a£t«r  iswn^  jwap'r^'WiHiDBd  Mrj^  6«4ihcttli 

■  ''     ■ '-i     f.-ri;    ■.!■•■■■■      ■.■aiii   •-:;ii    :■■....        ".J      I-;.; 
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«exti         cniraitAi.  niamoDVCTiim 

Perhapsstoriesare  notr  circulatsdamODg  yoo,  tfatrt  "^ 
Iwas  it  tbe  bottom  of  die  CatDStttetconsjainicy; 
bt«d6l  the  rebels  at  SoayMuif  ;oraai  now  piottiof; 
niMirreclion  witfaithe  rodioals  of  X^tudmi.  My  g;ood 
ftieadf^fii^lMidtkies  not  contain  r  vore^itEoiBt^foe 
to  riot  than  myself;  or  a  pHBonsoeoinpletety  alone 
tn polifiicBl cdnosroa.  Before  Ihadcoimeoticimwitfa 
you^Ifaadf  in  maiiy  publications  at- h(H«e«!deprentiel 
suck  meetings  as  those  foountesanced-  by  Messrs. 
Cobbett  and  Hunt ;  and  tb«re  is  n6t,  of  the  thcHi* 
sands  in  tbis  country  who  bare  been  acquaioted 
with.me,  asingleone,  who  would'  not  hugh  at  tht 
verysiHiDd  of  my  being  a  participator  in  confusion 
«B(t  ibuider.  {.  frankly  oottfcHed  to.  ^u  ia  Canada, 
that  1  was  acqiiwnted  withiMesBia.  Colibctt  and 
Hunt:  llmt  in  many  thiagi^  1  admirtd  the  former ; 
•ad  tbat  I  had  seen  tbe  latter  m(»t  sfaameftilly  mitl* 
treated  at  a  public  meeting  (at  Devizto),  only  a 
few  we^B  before  1  left  home  for  Ameraca.  All  this 
waa4]uit»  true;  but. my  acqaaiBtiwce  was  slight 
tod  accidnital;  and  still  I' was  <ip|)osed  to  their 
piublic  meaauKs  for  obtaining  reforiii;.  indeed,  at 
this  day.  I  think  they  hstra  greatly  injuiped  the 
caiiae.  It  was  quite  truq,  that  I  visited  Mr. 
CoUbettfttNew  York.  l-w!eQt  from  Albany  to 
Hew  .Yorit,  becatiiA  of  lb,ffip6i-t  .tbat'  my  brother 
Was  theret  and  I  TaduiaedtheM  fi.Te'days4»seerefe 
of'hiin.  During  that  <tipie  I  Mbd  :GdB«:W:S 
Yaaa's  AKsifiKNOX^  in  which  Mn.  Morris  Btck^ 
b^ok  is  so  Mveraly;  doalti  mtb.  Mt.>  Birkhedk 
wasy  for  several  yeeis  hefbn  he  ediigrttted  ito  Ame- 
rica, my  most  IntinateifHend:  hewsfe  f*>a.friaBd 
indeed/*      When   misfortune  came   upon   me  in 
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BAghiid,  and  my  «U  was  ia  jeopardy,  -Mr.  B'M- 
b9ck  {who,  by  chb  I9,  is  oill4d  by  tfae  ViHaiq 
Stnchan,  '^»  hud  man")  vff^md  t«  cany,  ne:  a«tf 
my.fiimlly  to  Anerica:  offered  td  give  uwa  HarM 
there:  to  stodt  it;  and  supply  meaeyt  till  I 
could:  find  it  eoMvenMiiC  to  repay  hkn.  '  Was  llns 
the  actof  " a  bad  nuLn  }*'  It  vras^  such  SD  act  as 
1  stuU  ^1  graiefoVfoV  while  I  have  exittdenee'*. 


*  ,Pew  mea  h«ra  bwv>  B>oi|B  sAOdalouiIy  iniireprc«ent«d,aAd 
«bufed  than  Mr.  Birkbeck.  Whan  he  croesed  the  Atlantic  ta 
America,  he  performed  what  he  had  contemplated  for  years;  and, 
what  be  conceived  to  be  a  dnty  to,  his  family — his  moat  amiable' 
fiunily.  He  was  sanguine  in  his  expectations,  and  be  wrote  as  he 
iUt.  Il  wa«  mtonl  for  hlM  to  wish  nany  emigmta  to  follow 
bifD,  ■hagvUw  indcpcndtnt  vf  .peMniary:  g«ia.  Tb«  idea,  ibat 
he  waa  ubiefly  actaatwl  by  this,  in  giviBg;  fitvourahla  acooontB  of 
IlliDoii)  is  absurd.  The  very  fint  fli^t  of  emi^nts,  who  fol- 
lowed him,  could  soon  expose  delnnon,  or  state  to  others  th^r 
disappointment;  and  nobody,  who  got  there  WlA  money,  could 
be  under  any  necenity  to  pnKhose  land  from  him,  wUle  n^iffiens 
of  MTU  were  for  sale  at  the  public  land  offices.  Other  people/ 
wb»  ham  goae  to  lUiaoia,  bendas  Mr.  Birkbeck,  ban  bewi  tuf^ 
ly  pleased  with  the  choice  they  made ;  although,  for  my  own 
pntf  I'  ^uld  wiab  to  aetlle  further  to  tbe  oortb.  i  bave  000- , 
▼ersed,  since  I  came  borne,  with  an  Ea^iahsMU,  who  had  settled 
in  Illinois,  and  found  him-tjuite  detigbted  with  that  Muatry ;  jud 
I  bave  heard  tbe  saiBg-  &«m  the  coneepoadenoe  of-otbara;  Jiesides, 
hsTing  a  aerin  oC  leitlNKv  ^11  in  Unvaried  straia,  bom  my  firieiid. . 

'Mr.3irhbMk  was  bred  aqn»fcer;  but,  by  and  by,  roseab{»ir«,: 
th«  rigid  discipline,  ubixii  rstjuites  atlenlion  to  non-essentials  ^f, 
raligion,  and  left  tbe  Society;,  thot^h  oerUinly  not  its  good 
moral  habita.  1  .narer,  indeed,  knew  a  nu  more  ootrect  as  to 
tbeMi-'Ofore  pure  inconduot  and  coBTeraation ;  and  of  tlua,  the 
Society,  I  beli«v«,  t»  sewiUf.'   Otw  of  the  aosl  rigid  of  t^  Si^ 
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AltBougK,  by  ti^iaiLure  ot  my  .;<ktba«  V.mmjie' 
prEvted  (£my'^odk  ui<biiiinfifc,'I:Jiail'StitiaMpti>tiw 
tad  ptovnwm  ioT'9oy'.vif&  and .di£Ulieii,:  1  wm 
not  altogstkcr.  deptived.  of  tfa«;fli^w  (tfiiiviiigi 
My  nife  was'. delicate {  Aiy-  cbHdroDi  weistyoung!) 
VkA  upon  tbs'  w  bole,  it  was  :advinUe  aol  'to:  abcepi 
oEtite  kind  eifer  of  ny  frieiuL  IKban  I  ^ad  Miff j 
Cofabetft'aattaclL  uponMr.  Birkiiflok,  U  iwas  iba|x>s^ 
sible  for  me  not  to  feel  pain ;  and  a  passage  con- 
cerning Ellenboiougb  and  Gibbs  filled  me  witb 
horror.  1  catted  upon  Mr.  Gobbett,  to  reoiotistrate 
Against  sqch  writings;  but  irfr.  Cobbett,  by  tbis 
time,  despised  every  thing  which'stood  In  the  way 
of  destcpyipg  the  bocoogiimoDgeEiag  system  pf  ^s^' 
1<W(L  Efl^atioQ  to  I'Amcrka  bad,  :1  eoniieiw, 
(tpfiewtd  to'bim  '&  lesseitifig  of  t^itt'piie8saMi*4Rfi4i^ 
at  home,  mig'ht  t^rid  to  his  feSrourite-  object;;  and 
therefor^  nothing  which  could  cnect  emigration 
seecped  to  ^i(U  sin-  ,  On  t.hiS'S,^];ye^t  t^igre  was  no 
^^Spoiogtaful  we  ^Iced  of  otbey.  jawttWft. .  the 


ctSTY  dr  FttiEMTiff,  Bpmking  to  im  oF  Mr.'BMbeakt  used'tlWN 
4oras,  **  Wc  aft  aony  fwhiBi,  bui  tflfvfl'bW  frtJ-V  ■ 
''One  hai  Hbit  Mr.  BHrbbbck  got  IptA,  iUoh  mM,.uniig  A* 
itfarA  reKgimi'  -w^u)-  Iw  i^ka  of -«iid'n»aBt  i^ipwHiy,-  and  in- 
hia^LBTrBBB  MoM' Ilunoib,  he-brt^stitrsd^  vp'pnJBdiMe,  <imtg 
WibeiOoeaitlkimeoi  this  vord;  \l»  dBsiSmy  iatdan  Va.Ota, 
I'cfxprBMiediny  tegretfoT  Ihis,  snd  ^ihu-wrots  IO'BS^  ia^If, 
olieler  date  thft  11th  Mwch,  1810:  **i^>nite  been  nody  tandakl 
had  not' written  5n>t  AS  1  did^'Or,  miberi  ihit  I 'had  iOprawid 
myr«r«en^-(lhat  wctwicb  whtefc  I  ofcfWish  in  my  bam),  for 
RAigiOR  intlf,  ivtim 'I  sp6keligMy  of  t/wHuekgiaa.^^-'-  - 
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Manchester  massncre  had  recently  Itb^n-h^artJiof. 
Nobody  reprbbntes  fliat  'transaction^  bf  our  mfi^si- 
tracy  more  than  I.  Mr.  Cobbett  felt  as  I  did:  he 
extolled  the  bravery  of  his  friend  Hunt :  he  talked  . 
thoBt  tf  ar&ily  in  favour  of  England  and  its  cothforts; 
the  beauty  of  its  hills  and  dales;  the  excellence 
of  .its  people,  t  told  him  limv  I  bad  been  treated 
in  .Canada.  He  magnified' to  himself,  a  dozen 
tifloes  Ove?,.-all  -that  T  said  of  provinoial  vUtaoy^ 
He  got  infO'  an  agony  of  wrath '  against  despotism ; 
and  finally,  tbough  1  had  gone  to  rebuke,  I  shook 
,  hands  with  Mr.  Cobbett  at  departure.  He  asked 
i;Qe  to  sail  yvith  him  to  England  {  and,  but  that  1 
bad  made  ppevioua  arraagemeatsior  coiaiflg  bqme 
by  Moatreai  and  Quebw>  I  ahoutd  certainly  h«ve 
avaitedmyself  of  so  good  an  opportunity  of  getting 
better  acquainted'  with  ad  extraordinary  mail— a 
in^tf  with  whoqi  I  never  in  all  things, agreed,  and 
to  whose  principlesl  would  now,  less  tfiaRi  ^jvei;, 
aubsctibe;  but  wJkhu  {,  as  aBsiOedly,  "  o^i^ite  \a 
many  things*.'*  ■  *  ■  ■    '  '  '  ^  '"  ■ 


*  Tht  leadw,  will  excuse  tlus£ilgr^MiqD,.about,Mr,  Cohhs% 
whMl'l«vD9ULted,tbat,  my  frankly  acknowledging  ttt^t  I  kneuiuot 
pDDBtittttod  the  Wading  qhorge  for  which  Mr,  Wm..  DicksoD.  had 
Dik^,  anwied)^  ordered  o^t  of  tbefifovince,  and  coiunltted  (4  jaiL 
HiiquMlioDs  atd  my- ftOBwerB,  when  bEought  ttader  arrest  jnM 
bu  pnaepcat  ware  tb^e.:  "  Do  you  know  Mr.  Cobbottl"-:^ 
•'  Y«a."— "  Do  you  know  Mr.  HuDtl"—"  Yea,"—"  Were  yoif 
at  SfM  BWds  meetingr— "  Yea."—"  Were  yoa  evff  in  Ire- 
l^njt" — *'y«>." — "  Were  yOB  lately  in  the  Lowet  Pro?inqel" 
— "  Y«8."-r-.»  Were  you  lately  in  Ae  United  Sutes  V'-i"  Yes." 
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I  never  IwcJ  a<;onver8ation  in  ojy  life  with  Mr. 
■  Col^bett  hut  pos.  betOTB  I  saw  him  at  New  York. 


,—"  Wm  it  you  that  wrote  the;  article  io,  ^e  Spectator,  bea^d, 
'  Gagged,  gagged,  by  jingo?'"—"  Ob,  to  be  sure  it  was!" 

■'  GeDtl  men,"  said  Dicltson,  looking  very  great,  ("  bis  mightf 
peers  were  raDged around — ")  "itiamy  opinioii  thatMr,  Oour- 
lay  h  a  man  of  desperate  fartnne,  and  would  stick  at  nothing  to 
Toin  imuneciioB  in  tfait  proTtnce:"  then,.baTiBg  got  Mi. -Htor 
ti|»&CUrk,  imcl&fr.  William  QlfUi,  Legislative  Couogilloni ;  Afi. 
A,l,ei^Ddpr  M'DoBeli,  brotber-io'law  t9  tbe  late  Pregi4ent  Smilb; 
^iid  a  Doctgr  Muirhcad,  to  back  him  in  his  false,  infamous,  and 
most  groundless  opinioD,  he  ordered  me  first  into  close  confinement, 
hi  bne  of  the  cells  of  Niagara  jati,  and,  afW  about  an  boui',  bad 
Hie  brou^  back  to  rBCMvti  hit  written  order  Io  dcfMrt  ^prflvinceL 
TheaffiiU  b^an  witb.tbe  bate  raport  of  the  London  Cofrier  of 
tbe  8lh  JuJyi  1  ^1 8.  ^at  I  had  ,"  MC(^d  after  the  diagraceful  pro- 
ceedings of  SjiB  Fteldx:"  was  markedj  in  itn  progress,  by  the  mad- 
man's declaration  above  spoken  of;  and  this  was  the  issue;  a  sor- 
rowful one,  indeed,  forme,  as  it,  at  last, turned  out.  Thatlwu 
at  Spa  Fields  meeting,  the  Courier  could  know  from  a  pampMet' 
of  mite,  published  in  Eagteud,  be&re  J  went  out-to  Canada.  B»r 
iog  in  London,  waiting  ou  law  bunnesa,  whtta  the  Spa  F'uAd» 
maetiogs  were  held,  I  attended,  to  muk  the  character  of  these 
meetiags.  In  my  pamphlet  I  pronounced  upon  thi«chanw:ter,aad 
stated  my  disapprobatioa  of  such  meetings.  This  the  villanous 
Courier  totally  reversed  the  meaning  of,  iasiauating  that  1  was  an 
actor  in  and  approve  of  such  Eoeelings,  and  taid  that  1  "  a- 
coped!!!"  Let  the  Courier  know  that  It  is  not /ear  that  restnkiBs 
me  from  burning  his  house  about  his  eers.  The  mischief  that 
thdt  infernal  tool  of  the  Ministry  has  produced  by  lies  and  b*Be 
insiBuations  is  beyond  all  reckoning.  It  was,  no  donbl,  tbe  Cou- 
rier's l«lse  report  which  worked  up  the  frensy  of  the  poor  n«d- 
inan  at  York ;  and  sudi  was  tbe  sillinese  of  many  otiier  peOf^, 
that  they  also  gave  credit  Io  it.  To.outstare  the  andailious  false- 
hood, I  publisbod  in  the  Niiigara  Upeeiator  die  fhct  tlnt'I  had 
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ojunAAi,  iNvnoBiwariDtb  cokvH 

in  Ute  years  16  U  and  1B1.5;  Cobfaett's  Hegisitr, 
which  i  alwtiy»  Fe«d»  andstiU  fead^  aMmed  t«i  b« 


baeo  at  ^  JPieid«  meeting— that  I  bi^  Mr.  Cobbeft,  snd  "'a4> 
mired  him  in  men;  things," — that  I  «1m  Imem  Mr.  Hunt;  and 
had  seen  b!m  very  ill  used  at  a  Wiltshire  county  meeting,  a  few 
weeke  before  I  left  England  for  Canada.  Good  God!  for  these 
franic  ochoowledgraents  was  I  oat  into  jAY^  detnhtd  tilers  tJR 
jMib  ny  bady  md  ml&d  wew«  Wretl:^  cM:  ontii^  4'fl>re1gii 
It^i^i  4000  nlWs  frani  bqm;  t(k  come  faoiMJ  .vid  .fi»4  >t)>e  tA 
conaeqwDces  to  be,  that  my  whole  «&in  bad  got  into  coafonoo, 
from  my  detention  tn  Canada,  and  that  I  was  too  late  to  have  a 
parting  conversation  with  my  aged  parent,  which  of  all  things 
r  desired. '  I  was  a  couple  of  days'  in  Ireland,  during  the 
rebsRioB  ef  ITIta.  Mr.'I>aTkt  Md^lle,  now  writo'  lo  flu 
«gnat  in  £dialKrgh,  tb«n  ■  boy,  waa  aqj  ODnpawan,  W« 
were  travelliBg  logetbo:  ibrou^  WigtonshJEe,  w^^n,  wged  by 
curiosity,  I  proposed  croaaii^  to  Ireland,  and  we  had  passports 
from  the  commander  of  the  forces  to  proceed  to  Blaris  camp,  and 
View  the  ground  where  a  battle  hod  just  before  been  fought — the 
iMlde  of  Antrim :  so  much  for  my  being  m  ffehind.  AfW  I 
was  honouraMy  acqnitied  a  second  time,  on  a  trial  -  in- Upper 
Canada  for  false  charges  of  sedition,  I  hniried  off  through  Ix)wer ' 
Canada  to  New  York,  to  dispatch  intd^gence  of  my  deliverance 
to  my  wife,  and  to  make  arraqgementa  for  a  long^  stay  in 
Canada,  having  Writted  polite  and  confiding  letters  to  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Sir  Peregrine  lyiai^lan)!,,  thinking  my- 
self aure  of  civil  treatmest  from  them  on  my  return  to 
Canada.  I  dlsj^atfihed  my  business  M  if^  Yofk,..  and.  fortb- 
wi\h  returned  to  hb  laajesty's  dominions ;  but,  ijistead  of  ci- 
vility from  the  lieutenant  Governor,  I  found  myself  and  friends 
libeled  in  his  openii^  speech  to  Parliament,  and  the  Parliament 
ready  to  Justify  and  support  him  in  every  act,  however  absurd^ 
The  Parliament  did,  indeed,  pass  a  law  to  prevent,  in  all  time 
coming,  meetings  by  deputy ;  and  every  weak  creature  of  jgovem- 
mtHit  was  in  arms  sgajust  me.     On  first  reading  the  Bill  for  th^ 
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nnrviii        osmskak  WfraoBUtmow. 

fMMig  feiyiow,  Bild^  indeed,  had  beoomer  snplea^ 
M^tfiiom-fDteitiBreaciat^Vfllireli^owr.f«e)iiig.  Rt^ 
ligioua  feeling,  T  conceive,  should  never  be  med- 
dled with.  Religion  is  a  matter  between  every 
individual  ftad  bfs  God :  a  mattei'  quite  distinct 
from  politics,  and  ^ith  which  politics'  should 
never  clasb^  FfuDe  had  just  credit  for.  writing  hjs 
JEliGBTS  (tjE-  Mak  :  he  reqejved  just  caqdemaatiop 
for  bis  Agb  OK  Beasdit;  wherein  be'  makes 
teoekery  of  what  'vna  sacred  to  the  feehngs  of  the 
million.  The  publications  of  Hone  and  Carlile 
are  ottjcctioDable  in  the  same  way,  and  they  are 
injurious  to  the  great  cause  of  reforp].  .■  Thay  .di»- 
gqst  many  of  its  well  wishers>  Ihey  invo]lv«  w:«ak 
uHa  in  vafo  ditputatioas;  tbeyigenentte  iancoravB 
feelings:  they  stir  tip  ftfaiflaoskies.  Th^ougftt  ne- 
vertheless to  be  left  to  free  tirculation.  In  tHe  United 
States,  where  there  H  perfect  freedom  in  this  way, 
I  never  ^9y/  any  thing  like  those  r^k  pubticj^iion^, 
which  it  lis  .tbe    t^ect   of'  tb«    deapiceble   and 

sappresaion  oP  meetingB  by  deputy,  I  excltntnea,  "  (jaggeS,  gag- 
ged, by  jingtf,"  Rird'wnJte  Semi^me  doggrel,  jragKng  td  thwe 
words,  to  sastain  good  hitmdur  on  eo  Melairch^y  an  occasion. 
A  TnagisfTaUj  to  whom  t  read  ihe  doggrel  Knes,  laughed  tieartily; 
and,  as  a  Frendi  comic  author  (Moliere)  used  to  let  bis  -wit  go  to 
ibis  pubHc,  proTided'it  made  Us  old  housekeeper  smile'on  tbe  first 
rehetfraa),  eo  in  mafcing  some  reWarlra  on  the  gagging  act  oFUpper 
Canada,  I  headed  ttiesa  remarks  nith  my  dbggrei  rhyme  of 
"gagged,  gaggedi  by  jingo ;■  mlgar  enough,  I  Hcknowledgc; 
but,  really  and  truly' intenii^  to  keep  the  Canadians  somewhat  i a 
humour  with  chdins  clenched  by  their  own  represeatatfv^s  in  par- 
liament; so  much  for  beii^  in  the  "'  Lower  Province,"  and  "  the 
United  States ;"  aod  »o  much  for,  *'  gagged>  gagged,  by  jingo  1 1**  " 
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OBKBBltL  INTEOmrOnOK^  OCKIX 

MiMelms  Bridge  Stroet  Qu^  to^nnt  da#n.  ::Left 
to  tbemselVes, tfaey  speedily  dieappetr. .-.'  yr  .■■■■■•  • 

;^Mr.  CoMxett  ocsadoaally  attonlect  tbs  WihshEre 
06UDty  in^tilij^s.  In  Id  Id,  I  called  upoD'h^m,'  in 
SdlUbury,  while ' attehdiag  oQe'of  these-  meetings, 
io  refmonBtratte  ^inst  the-  admission  of  avtides  in 
bis  Political  Register,  wMcit  vese  ofiSsasire  to 
iieligtou»-f«e)ing;  and,  I  bQpe,  faeftit  the!  propriety 
6f  my  reraaarka;  Towuds  ptrting,  IS  expressed^ 
rehemcntly,  my  abhorr^oftof  the  atoeLtreataient 
he  hadrea^ved  (fine  and  impnsomntot) becanse  of 
«.  .mere  exelamatioo  of.  feeltog  for  Bntisfc  soldiers, 
^sbed  undca*  tbe  gu&vd  ofQertnao  brreliv^s,  Mri 
Cobbett  fett  the  sincerity  of  my  declared  ablioivenoej 
a04  tnost  miranly  did  he  advance'  to  shake  me  Jpythe 
K«nd.  It'  ia^  well  •  known,:  thai  i'men  of  the  ^e 
ttai^  ooiie -coveted'  the  company  of  M^.  Cobbett^ 
awi  rneii  «f  ^he  fitst-rate  respect4bi)ity,  intimately 
aGCpiateited-^ith  tiim; bare  told  nie^at  tb«y>iieMer 
kntfn'  a  more']ileaEaDt  man,' nor  xbetter  father  of  ^ 
jiimtly.  Aatrong.seMe  of  tb^'  corhiption-of  goi 
vtemment,  great- knoniedge  ctf 'tfae;9elfiffalie8B'tmd' 
sybophenoy  of  lUsnhind,  andidear-boughti^x^^ 
rieacei  from 'persecution,  have.  tJended,  perhap^j.-toi 
hordeD-hife-  fe^ings^  '>t0' render  him'ffigardle^s-of 
ordinaryTOkis  df'Oonduct,  and  to  jnakehitd'Tain 
of  himself  sH^-ooris  his  right'  to  be  vain.snuilh  He 
is 'ft 'remarkable' ohataclier;  andhis  nanteiwiU'beas' 
lasting  a8:£n^li&li  hiett^:  if  not  as  a  great  than-, 
at'leastfas^aeuriofiity.  i :     •'■:'.-   x  /      ■        ■•■     ' 

'Since  coming.' from  America,  I  have  nfev«<seen 
Mr.'Cobbet«.   OntheTthof  October  last,  Ipessed 
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CCXX  GRNSBA-Lf  ]HTBOII««rFIOHv 

»br6ugh  Kensii^tOD,  and  having  just  before  reaA 
Cobbett's  ConAAs  Econokt,  No.  3,  in 
whidi  he  amtouttoed  bis  inteDtioo  to  write  upon  the 
,"  ketjAng  ef  cows,'*  I  called  upon  Mr.  Cobbett  to 
coaverae  on  this  subject;  but,  beiog  unwell^  be 
could  not  see  me;  tnd  I  left  a  note,  saying  that  I 
should  oaJl  a^n,  whidi  I  sbtll  do,  to  pr^sebt^O 
bim-  myp^n  of  cmtt-heqm^,' foe  eonnpsrison  vvith 
His,  which  I  have  not  yet  aeen.  Oa^my  note^  1^ 
at  Mr.  Cobbett*8,  l  wrote,  the  word,  *':  private^"  for. 
this  reason,  that  ray  merely  celling  on  him,  if 
publicly  kiiown  before  explanation  ^vas  given, 
would  tend  to  my  hutt ;  .aud  tep  days  ^;o  1  had  a: 
ftrikiog  ^roof  of  the  nded  f<»  »uch.  caution.  A 
prasoa  wishing  to  have  cause  of:  quiwrelv  tkus 
accosted  me :  **  You  are  a  friend  of  Cobbett .  bihI 
;  3eiib6w :  1  was  toJd  about  a  week  ago  ^t  y<Mi 
wjeni  m  ffte  Aa6i<  of  frequenting  Bellow's  shop* 
and  aittiBg  down  tbejee  to'read.  Cobbett's  writingB."  < 
Now  it':was  a  truth,  that  in  the  month  of  Juite, 
1690,'  on  coming  up  to  Lomkn,  I  did  call  at  Ben- 
boH^s  shop,  where  Cobbett's  Registn  was  ai^, 
andaslffid  for  the  6!e  thati  might  glance  over  the 
heads,  of  subjects  treated  of,  to  ascertaio  whether 
Mr.  Cobbett  had  takes  notice  of  my  stErfement  of 
the  3d  of  January,'  a  copy  of  which  had  been.de-. 
livered  to  him,  as  well  as  to  the  editors  of  the 
Courier,  Times,  and  Morning  Chronicle,  the  files 
of  all  of  which  I  examined' with  the  same  view. ' 
As  to  Benbow  I  should  not  know  bim  if  now  bo- 
fore  me.  Theounousfact  is,th5t  I  bad  been  d<^iged 
by  some  busy-body- oc  spy,  and  ibit  this , very  wor- 


n,'g,t,7i.dt,G00glc 


thy  cbardtriBrbad,  AfUr  sisteda  niimths  posaeasioii 
of  his  swret,  takeii  adyamsge  af  .it  fo#  a  malivfcHn 
purpose.  Heqaitesupcecded:  tbe-pdrion  towhoiri 
the  informaftiiHi' was-ocravejKd,'  w<tfked  himself  iatb 
a  pusioH  with  the  thought  of  my  assobiatiog 
irirh  Brabbw;  atid  lie  nay.  cctll  upon  theito^' 
bogfy'tosttist  him  oot'of'hn  pnfibn  hefore  ^:Aike 
further  traubh)  about' thie  matter. 

About  a  miMitb  affaer  I  labtkadiD 'England,  from 
Quobec,  a. Glasgow  miniiteriaj  liewspaper,  (the 
Henkl)  wbibfa,wa»  negulatly  Faxived  by  nly  mo>' 
ther  at  Craigrotfaie,  contained  an  article  cofned- 
fiooi  a  ^ew  York  paper,  whroh  bad  been'  copied- 
from  ooe  of  Albany,  published  c by  Measrs.  Web* 
ater  aod  Skinner,  stating  that  i  bad  called  on  Mr.; 
Cobbett,  and  that  I  b*cl  found  bim  so  and  so  j- 
■  which  was  not  ci»rect.  Having  occasion  last  yeiir 
to  write  to  MesHB.  Webster  and  Skinner,  in  Al- 
baoy«  I  mentioned  the  circumstaoee ;  and,  in.  a 
letter  frobi  these  gentlemen,  dated  5th  February. 
1831,-tiiey  say,  *'  It  never  entered  bur  thoogbta 
that  a  little- gonip  article'  in  the  Albany  Gazette, 
should  have  been  aeen.  acfoss  th«<water/or'in'  tbe- 
lesBt  affected  our  worthyfiriftnd-Mr.  Gt;''  now  it^ 
dkdaffecttne.  Mesna.  W.  and  S.  meaotAienoiDM' 
jury.;  bntvprobabfy^itbe.Glai^-v aewamongerdM: 
Jturtaboul  thesadstetipie,  the  Ediobii^b  Cdmnt, 
whith.  my  niotfaer  also  received  'regularly,'  gifw' 
pilblicdtiofi  to  an  article  ^tlll  mopei  evidentl3r<  in^i 
tended  to  injure  my  reputation ;  and  you,  Cane- 
dianci,  will  be  best  able  to  judge  of  it.  The  Edin- 
burgh Courant  stated,  that  by  a  lettefr  from  their 


■)K:,tPrJt,G00glc 


pmmte  ccrvaptmdemt^  they,  bad  Iteitisd.  tbftt  "  tU« 

radi«ala:o{  Upper  Gaeada.hbd  besDiaJl  qwet-sines 

Gouriay:  had  left  that  caiuitry.-'     ^ow,:  my-Cfaa* 

diaD'fiiendtg'yau.will  lemfnnber'tbBk' nrhed  l  left 

you,  die  term  **  radical"  vlfts  not  even,  Iidovid:  id 

Cundaasi  aa  afipellatiTe ;  and  till-i  Inded-art 

Livei^ool  6r6in  QiMd>ecr  loefier  koiv  of  ;ito  being 

used   to  distinguish  spditnoal  ^nUaD.j  il:aiii 

qtbtc  &  radical:.  bu<  l^aA  oab  of  my  o«b  fctet; 

and;  up  to  t\u8  dayvaw  not  connected  itrith  a  riogto 

indivicbial.in.'  Gnat.  Briuia  m  any  pblitieaUport^ 

I  amknowti'botfa  "iD-En^and  alid  Scotland,  be^ 

CBiiaeofmy  peGttliarApnniDqfl^  and'tfaese^ftpiuions 

are  by  mnLy  wasiiaden^vaA,     lathe  fongoii^ 

pages ;y4u. have  bal  ad < opporltinity' c£  obsorviog 

aooaeof  tbem'}.*nd<'you  may' tfasre  iaee  thai  my 

eifioits'to  maintain  thesfl'opiDious  have  ^Men  sin- 

gular-M-bave  boien  auch  aa  t  am  ■praiiicCcd':    Koria^ 

dividual  can  pfoduce  more  cnsditablo  tocidioinaiff' 

of  oonsisten^  atid  perseTenuioe,  Jn  no f^Dod' a  canse^ 

as;  tbet  bo  .whi<^  I  have  been  :devoted  nearly'  fenf 

twcnty-<ine:;y^Us;.  knd  if  I  live  tweutyoond  yeatt- 

more,  I  thall  not  deaert  it.     in  .ih«  yaat  Hao^ 

I  waa  firAt.  drivie^t— Inoab.critdly  dnreO,  to  dtf^td: 

mgn  prinoipies  itt  politsos.  ''L-dieaideclaradJintpTiBt 

thai  J  "'ivouidi  be  hi^pj^  Ho'^iak^  iim^geaiij  tlau,. 

an  imHtidauAiiaag  asi  iadqnmkmt  «lf  paniy*}^' 

a«d  pio^tlttAmvdl^  ap'10:tbi(J:timei[c:b>v«.'Miiik]«o' 

my,  teat.'  :^nov  IBOei  liav»:wntttin!aiut-faftM: 
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lisbfed  mora  tkan  a  dca«n;of  pamphlets  j  af;d  ooany 
doteens' of  newspaper  artwks>  «U  <]ftM  And  sigae^ 
with  .my  Rattle, -mikiDg-- tt^ethor  a  cOiqplQte  ^xt,^ 
authentic  htsloiy  «f  my  Dplaioat  flvd  coi^duct 
since;  mul-oo  thbsc  l  th«H  rejbicp  to.  bei^^u*^ 
tried^  sitfaereest  or  nest  of  the  Atlantic  :  WitU 
regard  ta'thera^ioabiOflUi^r  ^Caaadftbtjpg  '*aH 
^ieii"  if'ia  wilfa  kpeei^  sattifttcAioti  fhatl  bid}'OU 
call  t6  mind,'. how  very  quiet  .and:  orderly  ;I' was, 
fromirBttiQjdst.  I  ¥ou  will  fomerab^r  thai  brutish 
ina^itrate0,!aiadBMny  and creatiiires  in  tbepay  oC 
govOTMiJent,  eikJeairaoied;  by  insult  and  othc^'wise, 
ts  kctd.  me  into  ,bia«lft:  you  will;  remeaxb^  tjbat 
Iiwos  twute'aotaa%  attdolbed  by::ar[ite(||  ruffian^ 
eouateaaiMediby  magSatnites';  and  while  I  bad  not 
the  least  means  bf  defending  nywif:  y^Ui  Wjll 
retnamber;  that  I.keptimy  benaper,  ia!«reiy!.pa9ef 
and  (hat  atairyOur  meetii^  I  enjoioed  order  ap^ 
peacet  .And^  a^pcopos  bf.your  ctrnTentkui;  hoyv- 
(Hd'I  tehaveithere?  The  yquag  mjui  wbo  forgoli 
himself  on  tttat  occssioa  has  repeatedly  jiwt  mg 
since  then  t  and  the  ibstant-  th^  it  wias  toi^.to;  ma 
that  he  wosiiorcy  ibr  what;  had  ;b9ppened> '  ittdi 
wisliadto'bKt'rieadly  with  m&;-«-^that  moment  I  den 
clwed' niyveH'  wiHing  to  take,  him  by  tbe  band; 
and  We.  dM  ahahe  hands,  .  Th^)  greatee£ehemy.I 
ever  had iMeoBtb,  I  would,  ahatke  hands  with  an^ 
forgitfe  itiftiw  same  way.;  evsn  Willtani  D«dkaott^ 
wJKWHeondUet  to  triewa9  diabodioaj.,  iXnever  yet; 
met  with  a  p^tfeot  ma^ :.!  am  atty  tbia^  but  peiv 
feet'  m3!BeU;  find  sball.  never  be  backward  :in 
mi^ng  altowaneea  fot*  humaa  frailty,  Aa  to  ,the 
3 


n,g,t,7i.dt,G00glc 


ybung  mad  Blliided  to,  I  never  v«s  so  muGh  as 
angry  With  him.  1  believed  ^ihat^-be  tras  blinded 
and  B^t  on  by  the  villaitis  of  Little  York;;  and  I 
was  only  Vexed  with:  the.  cohvention^  for  aufferiDg 
the  annoyance.  The  very  first  day  of  nieetingjtbe 
convention 'should  have  taken  the  yoang'^iiiakt-to 
task,  and  the  second,  should  have  proceeded  to  the 
extremity.  When  they  neglected  diis'andsuflfefe^ 
one  arinoyanoe  totucceedanother,  whereall'^iDUtd 
have  been  submissioo  add  solemnity,  I  gatfe  h)k  hofre 
of  my  intended  measuresi  uhd^ras  glad  to'vviiad  up 
matters  in  the  best  way'I'CODktt  JsawtbatiyoQi 
repre^ntatives  iri' convention',' though  aa  gbod  as 
the  ^ctun'try  couM  oiford  dnd- perfectly  byd,  vera 
lit'for  nothing.'  I  saw^  diat- 1  **  could  tMrt  nake  » 
siik  ptiTSe  but  of  ft  sow'b  ear,"  Bat:  for  behig- 
bound  to  appear  at  ycnkr  assites^^  uuder  a  perialty  o£ 
iCI,500,'in  case  of  absence,  «id  but  for  olearfug 
my  honour  from  fabe  ahd  intunous  cha^esi  IsmA 
fl^nst  me  hy  that  poor  creature  your  Atibrney 
Genenl,  {'abould^have  turned  my  back  oa'  yoiir 
co<Avetition'  dre  very  second  day  of  its  sittii^, 
and  left  it  toget  oat  of  the  mud  of  Littl*  ¥«rk  by- 
itfl^'ctwn  shifita,  J,  to  the  lastyikept^  ■ayhlmlMtr 
amongyou;  nevei' was  severe. ih>m  any'krw^>p«)t- 
soaal  feeling ;  and-,  'even  vrheit  d^*^  la  deltrifciu: 
witii  di^ust  and  ioiielitieetment^  laogJwd^at  the 
nueiiabU  wioubA^i'wboy  alike:  igBotaat  oC  Uie 
lan:s  of  ih^r  cbutUry  and  faanl*hearted;  threw,  iho 
Htt« jia^Jhrnat 'leaving  the pv&v^ce! I!  •■<■■... 
The  iMftwence  Whicbl  gi^ined  in  Upper -CsnadH*. 
by  two  months  writing  in  your  uewspapert  is  alto* 
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geflt^r"  lih^niH-eUeil  "Tile'  dr^liUSilWjtl'lrtiUlf'Ir 

i&i'v^aiSnii  6rtfy  Wgali'bnt '^il>^««nk|fi(.  add' 
W^en  all*  U.  looied'  Ujdi"f^gid«"a»iliti  yeaw-bctant. 
tbe  p<i6r'dreatUKS  #ti61eil('fd<j  W';f«uri-6ovemci^ 

glad  t«  ctUk'imo'  the'e>arttlj  ««'<>i>tte..Ti«n.ali 
coatempt;    Mcetingo  b^  Deputy  geL.quiX  of  mob- 

f^fe  ttulitiillie^/TU^j^aM^d!^ AldalM nilMp  wial 
n^iglto  '(^^^  to  eyerV  ylrglt^Kir^^^  ^^fibfl.'''.  'llv 

GtitiMiitulk, ,»(« ,lM^,.<iei.t*iei,i!»r!^.Jt^  fe^'i 

{;aKtiarJBr«4ni';a'vie^'irge«ii^'MBitlHag<.aiilM 
sti]5iji^ed"|n  Ifjf e  jptaiSe'bf 'ttfe; C«»"iSiH  t«e*  t*"" 

wfoti «».  tffl.biiiBifli)iiP(Hi85,,?tiU  ,ip.,rai, 


■aJVatiiter  rtadUejlIiat''ltt'GaB'ra>ti«nj  l:«liaul<ln 

h^e  ^^gxei^io'  Have  patittcnM  :Partt«l<f«ie'f<ii>«. 
I»W;|(j^S,iisoij|  (>iyable  ajiiqrdmgya-'to 

ipi'^oJteil'ioHi, '  ghldifilly  «  tie  wilhartjthi.  .tol  iib7 
tr^)acejiij'iasf,*fr^e  .tiiids:  '  TMs'wooM'hawi'Haptq 

P  ..■'.'.;..-.■;    .,,r,-.,i  " 

n,g,t,.i.dt,  Google 


^oukl.  bavQiMTed  to  the^nnii^  interest  of  Britaio 
at  least  one  hundred  milliops  of  pounds  sterling. 
The  farme».wei%  regardless,  and  £bey  are  ruined^,  or 
neariy  so.  With  good  conduct-  on  the^partpf  your 
Convention,  I  cotdd  have  carried  my  .points  also  for 
you.;  and,  at  this  moDneat,  not  oqly  should  your 
losscB,  sustained  in  war,  have  bee^  reimbursiei^*,  but 

*  On  the  26th  of  Jdb^  ISSl.'Mr.  Bffice  tom'  inlte^oiiM  *t 
Ctnnmoiu,  when  I  -wm  pnHent,  anditiade  certatn  stilnmi^  vkh 
regard  to  OiiwdiMi  slaimi ;  hnt  nodung  deciuTe  w^  done. /  Mr. 
SBice Slid,  that  9864  i^dmahwl  been- pat  in^ mnoiuitiiig^  in  the 
i^gragata,  to^£4lOOflOO,,  of  which  600  bad  been  r^ected,  whose' 
amount  WM  £171,000,  nod  diat  there  were'  aTTowed  £tt0i0o6i' 
In  page  40e  of  rot  n.' I  hare  still  set  dowii  bariadiBii' dUms' 
at  neatly  £400,000,  and  protest  «gunst  t&e  4boTS 'deddadtm. 
Hf.'Ellicftotseived,  lh«  "aupttUes  fimiUied  to  ^Ke  troops, d«>ii]4, 
be  GiHmdMvd  as  a  valid  drebt"  IV  Chancellor  of  the  E^u^wguof. 
■aid,. "  ifeat  sud)  dainv  ai  were  anlhenticated,  should  be  satisfied.** 
Now,  I  wish  to  apprise  Mr.  Ellice,  or  any  other  MemtieT  of  Par- 
liament, who  may  take  part  in  the  considenitioh  of  Cttriadkii  mfi' 
Uin,  the  ensuii^' Session,  thai,  fuDdamentsIlyl  there 'wb»  im^ 
galartty  in  Ucert^tng  the  Talidity  of  clabur  fi>r  '"■— r^'lffffrl 
by  the  people  of  Uppsr  Caaada  dsring  the  war.  If  Ale,  ^l^ca  iu^ 
a'dain  agqSnat  Goiwinqent,  or  any  other  partyr  ^'  '"'"vld;  pot,. I ' 
preenmej  nlinqoiiti  '0iat  cUin)  upon  the  ipse  ^tml  of  a  person  or 
persons  appointed,  without  his  conoenl,  to  examine  into  tU  vaA-^ 
dj^y  of  bis  ^lain^  He  would  hare  a 'r^;At  to  Appeal  to  afb^titt'' 
eourt  of  justice ;  and  the  Talidity  of  the'Caitai&R  e)fti*^tlMria'' 
hhre'beM  ailcertained'  by-jury  tritib,  immbdktaly  afUrtbrwM.' 
IsBytMs^Mialfo'Etbe>poorpe(ipleofCanadb,,i^ha  Ifxji^'bfm,. 
gnQM'Uid4iiflMb?ri(li  pow  ftr  MX  yean.  On  the  part  of  tin;  p^o- 
^;of.'E|^|()Ad  I  aay,^.that  not  one  penny  should  be  paid  oat 'of 
tbpir  ta;(e«,.,to.mAke  good  losses  sustained  hif  Canadians' in'war, 
while  ii  u  ajad,  that,  Wi^  ntun^Wni;  these  lotaea  catt  WitaSd''' 
e'ut  of  the  nle  of  wit^'I^i'^  in  U]^'(%!a«aH;  ^LMlfr.fAlfCB, 
"BfL  otbert,  mark  this.  --; 
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Upper CsiBada  m^hthav»b|^^Haf|^  u^|tb^<l<^or 
April,  J918,  vol.  n.  pi«e  5&7),  '?  *^  mi^Jm 
rishtng  and  lecure  tpot  on  ike  habitable  globe." 

Bdow  I  shiU  copy  in  my  scheme  for  oi^aaiziDg 
British  faroiera ;  and  you  will  find  that  it  prooftedft 
on  the  same  priaciple'B9.<hat  which' I  TestvtedtO^m 
Upper  Canada,  for  your  organizatiOD,  which  '^vhill 
at  once  l^;al  and  effectual,  had  it  been  diilyfbt 
lowed  up*.  ^ 


..  :..-,  ;.,•..       :'»iNSTrnrnoN'  .        ■. :,-  vat 

jitir  tU.^enefit  and  Protection  0/"  theParmtkylnUnii:" 

.V''^pn>9Kfi<tf'fQwpty,.4ildtJU|Bf(wliar  eoaigfliK^flf.aiii  %)«{, 

the  cnltinton  of  Briuio,  for  their  iiiiportaiit,comsM>n  tntwestf^,,,^ 
-'.Witb^lhia  ^w  U.i*  fTCV°"<^*^^  Uny  tmnge  itumafhm 

and  secure  penn&pMit  .GO-opomtion.  ,  ;.     ^.^  :..  .;-.|[i 

It  w.  |ff9po«e4,  tW  Um  following  UwDB.'aEu^.be  ,tii^.  tt^  jtf 
rayBOtiTftyoyiBdjri  diTiiipna,  wbere  r^tren^tpttyea  frpia^Htp^ 
Wt  OHO  fi)fe,ff«wfit(m;  mfin^re,  ihfU  meet  qu«rtorly|lffMr„difl^ 
of  bmneas:  -.^■.-.■■r'  l,!'„-,l 

Emrim-ii  .,..■.:.     ..  Gkueattr^     Jieymi  on  TVent  iCebe.'  <'  ■•> 
*lK»6w^,         ,      Canutrum,      Fort,  ^*«n^^.C3 

Clrftijfii-rf,    .  Skr)etedtf(ry,     Mandieafer,  ,  BniA,      .  ,  :, 

^rjfSlLSdir>m^,Nvrlhaniplon,  Appkfy,  Senfrevt   ...-^ 

J;.      _.  ■ ,,  .1  ,, ,,,  ^KewM.,.,,.^' 

-,.It  uprtfpoMd,  tlut  Uwe  piunneiftl  awetiDga' shall  ci^ose,!*)^ 
p«toentatjlr«i)  ait^  fbrevfry  tea  of  th^r  numben,  tomaeit  i«iiflf^ 
ytms  at  London  and  Edinburgh.    Thow  from  tba  ;fi^t  ^i^f^ 
P    « 
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".o>Vr.\'. -'  '..-■-'--■A  z/.S  iia  '.     -  ■.-i.v.w.  ^.mi  ^...•.^^f,\i 
flU!fiMend4^Utow'fttiAt^Aa.Ukii{hdra,  ak  iid-Wr'tflsMp-to 

I  It  u  4^e^.  °^«4}w  to  {difi^  Ofi  tiw  vaf  t  comtequepce  of  mich 
an  sssdciatioa ;  beiuTotence,  jMtriotiam,  prbpert;^,  rfglii,  ladepeo- 
dvnea — alliroinyipw.  ■    'i"   ''■"''■ 

Ttd  cIiuh  01  mm  fisi'  ixnuif  or  oybt  cftn  dOj  iudtq^  iotu  or  usuiul 
than  the  cnltivaton  «f  (KH'  Btt^cL '  ^P  'cUu  empIoyB  such  a 

No  cIoBfl  of  ineo  can  twaat"  a  higher  character  for  integrity,  or 

"lf%^ckiieeil*Mr^  6M?6isii^hefr  Aitt^r^ 'feildHiM^llaut)(/^ 
thefiret:  experience  Bhould  diMtiWt<^tt«McMfdl  ':':-:"''.' 
J^ci&t8it{^>'lMuteU6'M£eMaitoWo*lttMfrtas^tiirBAgdr 

iiiianaBbu;W^erkh]k#iin!0!M^i^-^'riria^MMd>tte 

ii%iA''fflJfifh'  atfd'^ii^tto^;  iWgMM  hi^«wat  IM»ii»'liU  flm% 

Srtioned  from  the  epoili  of  war  and  taxation,  could  eport  Mlb! 
■''^JtJeaiiite^tif^'  gfttafftMlit^;'  m>  fteotHtolMaix^  ^d 

«W'ii'd4tf ti^,  if  vbkj  >mm  Ma  iH  4.mg  m&  a»  bav^tAim  «p 

fimdal  poWur.  ;fcv,iii«i,il  ';.i 

Tin  i}(]it1^t4)>£''t^v«  c^AWufid  thrff'  ^Htude  strength,  it  W  tvl 
comfi'tlJflWft^ot  to  commii  tl^mselW  b^r  inking  petitinM.  'W 
the  pre^ir^Ierama,  W4i«  ItMbWes  )^' *lifeate8a  theit' 'AJliiiB^ 
inter^Si;'iili^  with  thesa;  thc'pRiHperity'  6f'%ritHtal)'''^l^t«)«M 
canltb'tflV  requisite.  Partial  efforts  will  produce  nothing  hitt 
^bipifti^,  Wknesii;- rtd  ditet. .  Wisdtrtfl:  B»w«'S»Higa*« 
ih!(B''thd''fihiKiita»''6f  fcdiMfcitorf^  <i(Hl  tbtn  go  ftnfc'-1>'^«ki 
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Wn-*Wffcj?Dt,;.butitbfr*.W^la|i;^  <^tj^^fS  ij|^])e^ 
.WW  »^!jtif r.fiiitl)  nor  (:liari!y.,^.|te|^Pm5^fl3UB(iu 
■W,WB!!«.C«RM'«.  .  .-  ,  ...  .1  .'<  ...r  III  111,;  ;  ,.,i)i|,., 
■■;i  .-,:.:l',;  "ii.l,,..,  :.,:■■  ::  ,.fl»|ifl||t<T.)l-J((fci Wftn » 
,.olSw«i<lje,»»Wft:PW;«ri.tt«'  iiW4l?<lW|B»%il  • 

*»Wll'M<|')f«;|IW",'»i>li'l»'<>     W^'W;S#  ,WWf 

MI*|j'j»iW"!e«f(liyi«ii?H,%"'iXflfe(?flW';i!# 
;l.j««»PWt]  tebW;,^9)9Kmiffi1«''^!vtfiflWf%i» 

V I liijijillii'.    Mijim   yhn!'/;    n.'!!7^ — ^^'-icvf  16   aait 

^  itk«^^«lle|^llkMt^c  mMlijigilwiBtt4liiii0ll»«9(mbfaV1*j|» 

•Swiwuw  A««w<"kSnHi">>;*«"i»Kiiv  »TerttaSny'°'SifP' 

nen  i«  funuDg:  wlio  do  not  occupy  Ibbs  uiaD  to  the  rauie  of 

"#^%?'Zsi'sa°Ao"ioiiAt'i«'s&«Wii".m^ 


^    ai6itliUH4ti«tot*4Ulin«iKiNaj«!«Ul«li^Mld'ifaHdMIUiiItUH 

«i»'libbM)iii<IPtliUi,Ii>M  li^m^axlm^-yiiiilbtAmimam, 
yJaaoll^  no  t^^xMuOot  **  lMW«i(»ij*>s*t  ,IM  A* 

fMTWtiae  thafim  day  of,  Qflneral  Meeting. 

nova  l„,ileilM  Joi,  „;■„  ,ll,nv,  n"',  I  m,  '",™H 
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iixxx        esifEiiAi  tin*RODtJcTioi*r.' 

"-radiiilre  Mr.  Cdbbett  in  many  thing«/M,  as 
Jtssoredlv.irt  many-things  lionainin 'him;  Many 
pebple  yiSlike' MV.' Cottbetti' 'because  bf  Mstdarse 
itid  cutting  langu^,  and  because  -of  bis'person- 
alities;  but  in  these  respects,  as'  long  as  he  ccw- 
Ba^htmself'tb  public  men  and  public  affairs,  he 
Bas^id^ethtal  frota  tae,  'No  lahgtrt^e  can- be  too 
ie^fei^,  ■coarse,  of  eVen  Vulgar,  'whidi'pittsents  lo, 
'us'atrue  pictut^  of^Vice:  no  langilage^ can' excite 
too  much  di^ust  in  <iur  mfnds'of  'f^cfced  ibmik- 
^tefs:  ho  language  can  be  too  cutt'in^^  wheU  used 
'^Irfst' tyranhy. '  Tyriraiy  makes hs^'df  hnfeOi^i 
whj^  then  should  Its  enemies  be  rei'tfict«t}  in' the 
use  of  words?  What  words  could  sufficiently 
istMw6iBm»  the  late  ttansaqtions  against  the  Queen  ? 
^e  dtctibiiary  does  not  afibrd  any  eom«eti- 
.surate''  with  the  ,'deSerts  of  the  meanj"  filthy* 
■gi^eiputiDgt  aod  rembrseless  copducf 'of  minlst^ra 
on  that  occasion.  In  the;  former, p^^  ctf  this'f^n^- 
■tal  'Intfoductidn,  pribted  ouHe  than  ift  year  agOj  I 
fHiVt!  given  way  to  feelings  excited  hf  tbis'  hoirible 
Vfi^^ikibti  aUd'ybiJWitl' flndmfe tlittfil^itoiitttiy'WoA 
repeatedly  giving  veni  ^b  such'  feefiii^.'  'What 
^WiWe^-Hi^ey;,o^  the  la^(L  ocqaaion^  ?f,|i)eR  the  ppqr  per- 
MOHted  QoeeD,  who  an-iye^  ia-JUwdqPiiitt^ri^ipi  9^ 
'fait  tfittl,  the  same ^ay  that  I-^didj  bent  oaa^^nibi^ 
'^ki  ■!— what  were  my  feielingsi'  >wbea  thte^pM* 
persecuted  woman  1)e(^tne-\^h-bFoKfek',''ah^ 
pired^^jWojnjpiit^jvith  never-endmg  insult"!  "^Gbod 
Heavens!  and  when  wrath  was  not  satisfied  even 
"iiH&i  jliiil' wouW'gd''  bn'ttf'  instSlt  Her  earthly*/  re- 
mains i— when  the  supplicatio^V  oif  "th^^  ^'c^te '  of 
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OEinEB.A.1.  INTRODUCTION.  CCXXXt 

this  proud  metropolis,  to  have  the  fuderal  proceed 
by  the  best  and  aeatest  road,  were  disr^rded,  that 
the  botly  mi^ht  he  dragged  through  narrow,  dirty, 
afid  round-about  ways  1!  '"',' 

It  is  peculiarly  essential  for ^bu, '  Canadians,  to 
reflect  upon  these  things,  and.  to  mnrU  the  iniqui- 
ties of  arbitntry  power.  It  was  the  fell  spirit  of 
arbitrary  pbwer  which  for  seven  years  of  war  denied 
to  Ainerica  the  inost  pajpabte  of  rights—the  right 
or  the  f^ple  to  tax  themselves  :-f-it  was  this  fell 
spirii  Whi<^  split  ofi*^  ooble  )imb  from  the  British 

~^th^li4,  White  some 'of  you, 'silly  Canadians,  lent 
itill  to'^^jibtisiji';'  and  it  is  the  same  obstinate,  ub- 
ttluslll^ng,  litid  demoniac  spirit  which,  till  this  day, 
lioldi^Xati'ada  in  a  sti^te  'of  corruption,  weakness, 
atld  woe.'  ,T£i6  conduct  of  the  English  ministry, 
ttfWards  the  Qtiei^n,  bas-placed'ih  the  strongest  light 

^  the  ruthless  madness  of  men  iu  power;  and  I  trilst 
it  wilt  in  times'  to  come  steel  us,  in  the  formation 
of  governments,  against  putting  the  slightest  trust 
ihaAy'dne.  For  long  I  was  anxious' to  believe 
that^ttde'at  least  among  ourministerswOiild,  inthe 
^ridj'give  in'  to '  a  charitable  course.  WKile  if  was 
i|]>(k^ibl^,i   hoped   that    Lord 'Liv^fpool   Woufd 

'i^mpe'fi^^^  a'mpag''the'band  of  assassips;^  tut  I 
ira  sadly  mistaken.  It  fell 'to' the  lot  of  this  very 
nUnto  oMis^niUKite  ini^ui^— to  evince  the  most 

'&(lraejieii,"m6st  wantoniaric(  most  unchristian  con- 

^iiu;^t'i>fur:'\'"  '"".■•;';'  ■  '■  ■■    \  -     _  ■ 

iSlo',  tny'^ood  'Canadians,  words  cahi^bt  be' too 
keen,  or  'coarse,  or  vulg^,  or  v'lle,  \o  mark  the  ac- 
tions of  men' hoMirig  arbitrary  sway.     And  jjiiy^t 
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.Gobbfltts  dqfence.,of  the  Oueen,|wa^  ej^ceilet^ 
His  expressions  of  disgus^  ivith  her  treatment;,  his 

5gMj;)i^;,o(  h^r  ;lf '^sr*  I  ''!?.*''R''i'9Bt(fPT! '■hV^ 

jTonation  ,scene^' whic;h  'siiccee(Jed^,|^W..^qgJJjjy 

(inod^  of  public  mourning.j-and^f»,ip;^jijute.^^flijpr 

,tion  of;  the  la^t:.8cene  pf  a)l,  tjie  fgpMal  brocMsijjp 

-  -fo  Hanover,  are , Tajuable  re<;ords:  asd^^a^k  t^e 

oT^pwer;   for  ,^(>wer,heji?s  py^er  9,i|^ltyqji^.,||i 
t^8;C,9ij^t^^^apu||i1;ud^  tpp.^J  tp.-jje  le,(J  .^t^.; 

i^f^rfeMlif?).  .:,  ,■   ,,,,„',..,   -„,hl  ,>il,lr,.i  ."I 

■J?S''r.fHlf''eii!);,Bt'"Si8j«i'0-,ijeJe|hoice  pf^^fie^. 
,;^pu . Mfould  oj)s,er)^^, jbo^j, . t^afj  igpj^e,';^^ 

l^*»e,,  yp,H.;^«, ,.  ?  i°TJW'i'  te  i'^IPSix'iKiyo.Hi'flf it\^ 
|P9Wef,of  Weetifl^  ji?^;!''.??!"?!.  W„  '^^■:^^fy? 

.tion  ofiihat  word  .{page  xyii),  Jby  saying  .that  I  re- 

corum;     I  did  8o  :  I  looked  not  to  thep^^.^j^ 
uncj^ptian  rancour  ;  I  looked.^)  thej);  deeds ^jjiich 
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0iite>i  $f«htKll«idaea»t,  wlw  >»peBt<;MBi  Rime'^ini 
iiidrtiB|P4(i«liile)tk6<ijbii4i«n<af'lBtUl;  ttM<*4iis>iiliael 

Umleiital'-  *<*'lH>t't>M3r  Wilrtility  «  telil*, "bitt'byltile 
•  ^ilis<i*:i"laii^Bg;e lif tHe  iscftia" fiistBrMn;'"!!*;  fe 
actually  represented  to  jis'as  gne^bocniy/ttiat.a  i^ii'je 
(f«D^'j^f||ys'i^i'<;;k^  'sj^^ils  .may  }ie  V^e}  strofi^^ 

the  aajnuw^in  ifnas.Gbmt-iiMfii  H«r(id>ilA^l>tP- 
vincial  Goreraor,  ^  Fox.  yofi  ^ilt,  remember 
when    that  poor  wcali  man,    Captain    Stuart  of 


to  thu  bcnpture  authorjty;  and  piyjeasorii^g  u6on 

f^t  oc^a^ion,  may  faere.be  ntly.extracte^  iVom  the 
iaeara  Spectator  of  Jiily  5,  lfe'l'9..    "     '"".'  .' ' 

waraa.  him.  he  ibrffets,  vhat  langaag^  was  n^ed  by  Jesas 
Cnriat  towards.TTerod,  a  more  pofterfnl  Governor  than 
'Ki'*or4'g!i5e'''ttait4rIid-.''*lieii't(il8'Wi^'«AW'fc 

>ji<4M<uwi|<Hla««sk,>««lU^,  tuMatMtulmibjiUliill  lA, 
•iMresfW-iayi  ttB&it«^ilo<tol^id»d  HtMlhii^adit^laslnlliibe 

Ji»t»*4*j .attack  m^ilfm  llW8,*liflf.a«WI»Bi»' *# 


'lia^jr'iMftetl  tt^-m<«t''aecei<iU/ ODC^.'aiMilt^aciiis  ty- 
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ccxxtit     eENXAAx.  n^TRODVcrrbNi' 

.  -roDtBl  This  speech  ooakt  notbe  the  ^ffitita  of  paMion; 
.imtim  vfll  Hr>  StiuBet  data  to .yt^iaoBiice .it'ku nwMMM^iffg 

'fron  "  the.  toogrne  of  iiUaI«ooet"  .Jtii  a:tpM«h.n«dJa'aB4 
.bBpdod  down  to  fu  for  edjficatiwi  ftad.^9;a^ple^^  and  wlup 
provincial  Gfpv^Tiflra  give  , way- ^o.Ti^ickpd  ima^nationa ; 
wIwnlJiey.oaniMngly  darken  ,coi(n»eI,  and. bind  on  more 
firm  the  mask  of  inic^uity; — when  they  threaten  tli'e  inno- 
cent, and  abuse  disorefJon;  sacli  example  slibtitd  be'  fol- 
lowed as  a  Christian  do^,  «a8  na&itig  shA^ld'd&AntiB'in 
'theptffijntuuice:  neither  irapriBoniUait;  nor' tfeMftt"'  - ' 

Not  oniy  the  bitterest  words,  but^the'most'di- 
.  rectapd  pointed. [wrsonalitiesj'ar^  justifiable  in  the' 
exposure  of  public?  crime.'  I  once  said,  that  *''r6- 
, form  should  be  ^he  people's' watch-word,' aiid'per- 
sonab'ty,  their  creed  :"  and  t  was'  peifecily  '^correct. 
.  Meddlipfi^  with  the  private  afiairs  of  bur  'fellofr- 
men,  and  wantonly  injuring  Reeling,'  is  detes'tat>le: 
poiDtiogto  public  delinqueiicyi'aiid  'exposing" its 
aid«ts  and  abettonV  is  quite  th«  fe?jree;^n'the 
mMt'sitcred  duty  ;'and  while  we  only  .do  this,  and 
adhere  to  good  principle,  we  shaH  never  be  Weij^ed 
,aiid  found  wanting.  Mr.  Cobbett,  I  concelve,"tias 
.^^u^,.jn.botbihe8ie  respe^ts.|'^  Iii'his  attack'  upop 
lOj.lGlrteDd)  Mr.  Birkjl^eGlf,  l)^,4^p^ts  from  matten 
of  ^Jttfalig :  injteieat, -nod  tbn>ws  OMt  ioainuatJipns 
on 'a  sbbjtet,.  witb  W'bich'>the'pul)lic  badnocoD- 
'c^m;'bay,  wfaild'lwcoitld  iiDt'give''prodf'-that''liia 
'itiBiouatWns' rested  on'  triith,  hb  te96tied'f<i'HeMik 
''Jicjfftfiame  sctitidii!.-  Can'Mr.  Cobbett  answ^fthte? 
'fjj"cail' Kim  to'  aiis^r 'it  lii  i>eh^Tf''dfiiij^fW^d, 
^000 miles  removed.'  !^dmeone'i  la^t'samqiertseot 
to  the  Morning  Chronicle,,  aoesttr^cjt  from,a  letter 
.of  Mr..  Birkb^ck,,,  saying  ,",^hat'.jMii  ,Cphl>ett,  is 
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Anottfk  Iff  fte  wAo%  JMdgferMf  to  fruM."  Mr.  Cob- 
hett  WAS  offiHidled  with  this,  and  io  hit  Rtij^Hr  of 
Jn}y7v  '1891'rB^ressed  a  letter  to  M>;  Birkbet^, 
ahd'traked,  *'by  ^at  nile'kitbwn'&mon^  tbCn,  are 
you  justified  in- iitiputfog -to  me  an ' OMocA  upon 
you?  WHatxJo  you  call  an  attack?"  I  mswer  for 
lay  firtend,  if  ever  there  was  an  ^'^attad"  Mr.Cob^ 
Wtt'iiiettera  to  Mr.  Birkbecki  dated  tfao  loth  and 
'I'jdi  of  December,  IB18«  ure  of  tbab  character; 
«ndi  'M^^  Cobbett  biihself  will  sot  say»  that  rf  such 
letters  had  been  addreebed  to  him  in  Mn  BUk- 
heA't  situation,  he  would  not  have  felt  sdreJ  Na 
niaiii  cottM  be- addremed  " t)«ar  Sir,"  and  ''My 
•Diear  Sir.**  aa  Mr.  Birkbeck  is  addressed  in  ■  these 
lettersi  and  aoffed  that  insult  was  CidiM«o  in- 
jury .'It  is  of  no  Use  to  dwell  upon  cemtnidieCMy  as- 
s^fo*^  as  toithe  produce  and  profit  of  kbd.  boMd- 
idg -^acp^iic^  'and  thfe'like,  whilft' d'cHshince '^df 
.9000  miles  lies  between  th6  diaputaf^;  and  years 
ibiist  be  wasted  to  come-at  precis^  4<tt^;<but  I 
Would  throw  down  Mr.  Cobbett's  lettets  to '  Mr. 
Biikbecka  before  any  d6£en  hottest  inen,  and  caH 
uik>h'them  tosay»  if,  upon  the  fade  o^these, 'Aei^ 
is''not''proof  of  thctr'being  'unfrittidiy'«rid  unihir, 
wUie,  for  m^eifj'^  would' biit[iita!h;thi»OM^ 
8<iaiJdtdoDn.  I  say'ihfs,  writing  Withih  ^Ik  miles  6f 
''Mi';  Cobbett;' iVom-calin  coriTiCriott ;  artd' !  say  it 
-ib'l)tihJlf'W*ry'mtiai'i^iJred'Frierid.'MriGobbett 
hWfil^ii'i^en  tf^btis^'oi^ihbohsistefacy,'  and  A^vtk 
'iMd'he'rfflTjrd  bettei'  ^pitAiff'bf  itv'tharf  iii  m  letters 
to  i^K  Birkbeck.  Ttieye  lettbre  ntit  oiiiy  ftota- 
tain  c6ntradrctions,    but  cleanly  show    that'  the 
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Ilft|0hjiiKfi,p?,/insHeHP6,„tiU,  \t.,b|)^<f|if4f^q^,i|i^ 

iostwtly  pvWi*«d-iitNw  "Sfp«h.«ifl.IrsB»WS<# 
JiOPg  bland  if«.))(»r)XftJ»»tFWI»'«l>iS^HWW4i<T 
"W«W»iiil(ha(l,i*i  tbi8:;(«  tlwai"''Wflft:«o*<?«'«lf<lf 

itp»l0n9i:i«rtf»lilwriil|IHr  'ff>«ffi!<|t9)ii<4fi«9it4Wli(«i# 
<nt  io((«*>iMf«iPtri(l)(!»k«wM  (JifBstf!(i«)s«(riW9» 

•♦".wriUtiM  t^Xa^mii'  ^-nm-IM  fi«P>(lfc*#eflsni^ 
«ho>  l*fcteii»|)  5»»|i,)ftttfl(,pp|j(c)|ijij|,gf;snf  bitf^l/f 

IrajBnflni)*  -byi^.iiP.irtibscki  f[)f;flWiy,,pij)B)#f 
xMr,ils^«|bU|cWiflU4l)sn'  .iW%,W»(y  ,WM!fiBf»d*- 
Ifc«!ik;iput>l>l*e4  i»^,ljOB4fl(|,  4iH  t^e.,lstt^,.SR4iSf 

iwlMtB.:  fihisfljriiit  jy^fHjppsmanjt^ifof  htff^.^jnif 
iwtliJBg  fwfh, .  ltIl^Wllfeilfi«f WMi  '>«f *JS)(  iHJPfii- 
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mmf  i»EliT«p6,*f  cff-prannd,  tfanf  iMr;  Btridbeab 

^n^fedn'objecA, betrayed youMefffeopaltiafatyi  But 
of'bll-tliibgtH  how.  viry^tVdiculoufcis.yoiiristijingiitO' 
llfi.'BiPkbeck,-ia  >iow  kttar  tblhimvi  tbe  4tb  ofi 
^^  t§9il,  M>i.ieWViwbaM<:bBne  givehi; ^Uoh taii 
aitoai'ioJjrgaigwii  jpfHidrij^*'  MfscT'.oniusilwbt^ 
A^fer<irijf^iifetf''^;«ti£Aii  {>pinltm:  so  flutehliai)^^Mib< 
S^felitF^^Oo^  C^tetC^'  anUitiniiuxiBDBep.gOs)  and 
bt^lMutt««''ttie!grehfr)iliu«ofSnMrnn  br^  rigidlji  aA^ 
B«rltigit»'lrb&:<:g(^  aild  be^titaqittbfo;;  andrl  eAa6h 
oM'-'i^iOm^HyAa  »» >iiNW^'«Ui^«.*'i.;Hainag-jBaidi 
llitov  I'^bihlltlciave^inlji  Ktcdllent:4i4nd:!Mi.  Bvk<« 
btfdt  t»ilw4i6bourabiyis«lu»ttad,'al  ietnt^l)}i'(>Yery; 
nKidey'ofitbifci4>6iAf>i  --'rivl/'D  .1:':  ;r>,> : ..  '.-it.'; 
'MJMriC<ibbett.'B  kttettiio-Mr^AirJiJMh^t  wdfepioil 
only  injurious  to  in»fl  bnit^tai  fbbi4iMidsi.  itTi^^se, 
letl6r4)iMifl  '^({iiWaHib^  AlB^QOdt,^  ,  toi  .uM  Mie 
worcMMi  Mr.  jGdbtteMilirEM  httbiumeafealib  sMttH 
ndtigKtlieiltidB  e£  enrigcbtioa.  .wblpbr  ffM<begiiHiHlg< 
Ul'fl«irin>MifirJtaiQ;tODAnn3rioq,  Biidli4lufih:.fM)iild> 
WH  bfetil.hi^bpbah^fidiB)^<atLon]Qe  tthlAvbOWr: 
gnQbfr4iifl'tik|e'world:>Btia^ej.:  Xbcriaii  aipnniUi, 
i^'^a^'addl  iuRD^-tiibded'  itDtiD%;^«t.bmiG^ 
tidn'teiV!«bti  cbabltryiU  bistfdlihi  it]  but  iher^, 
cfmpdt  bvis'^oMttet  miBtake.nlEittigKtiiiHiff  ii4v«jfi 
cMht  tUit/  pdacd'^btctfiloiii  ifrsKUi¥m:^»d  .'th&apcme;, 
that* Budx^eamdei ^e^atM in^ ; tbrowiog  i^,  mdpnr . 
daaa-'po^lBtidaty'di'Tn  retteTiogdislitoEbso.atKtib: 

^•'^tebMttr»IM||iHef,Jbly74ti,lSSl,Vbl.3f,  |?ue9^;, 
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the  better.-   Three  ^ewn  ago,  t^t«e  i*prfi;  Wit^y 
thousands  of  farmers  who  had  capital  rep^nii^ 
which  might  have  settled  them  comfortably  in 
America,  \tut  who  have  not  now  a  sufficieocy  to 
carry  them  across  the  Attaottc.     What  has  be- 
come of  that  capital  ?     Gaa  we  fiad  its  solid  wor^ 
in  the  funds,  or  in  the  coffers  of  laBdlords?-r-Q<>^. 
it  esitft  in  any.  snbstaiitiiiLifiMi?— No,  it  .baft-cM»> 
solved  ID  thin  air:  it  is  gdne  for  ei^ett  w4iile;4t8: 
late  owDers-  retnain  only:  aa   useleisrdtosajin  the) 
crucible;  a  TQere  burdeo  on  the  land,  which  they 
once  cultivated  to  {Hofit.     Had  a:Suffici«noy  of 
farmers  emigrated  three  years  ago,  they  would  h$yc 
saved   themselves    and  families-  from    ruin,   isnd 
brought  their  l^en-hearted  landlords. soobor  ibto 
life  and  action.   Mr.  Cobbett's  pubhoatioosi'atding^ 
Fearon's  falselioocts,  checked  the  natural 'fioW.  of 
emigration,  and  did  infinite  harm.    -   -ir',  ■ '-i.i  ■,'.■■ , 
Why  should  Mr.  Gobbett  be  snrpfised  wtthiMr.: 
Bivkbeek's  declaration  as  to  bis  b^ibg  ■?  wbol^>iii«' 
difi^reot  to  truthj**'  when  be  writes  stiah  'eDQtr**^ 
dibtions  as  Ibave  pointed' outf.  or,:  stiUinon^iB&i 
te^  staneliDg' out  against  Hhe  plea  c^Wrigbtf    iHa. 
assertiotiA  'Written  in  Aiherich^.-Qiid  published. -io, 
England,' resipectihg^  Wilig^,  I  oould:;btTO;pa8s«di 
ov^ as  words  of:be&t.  !  Mr..Gobbett  app«»fes.t6: 
Ae  to  write  sometimes  under  the  iafluenfie  of . pa- 
roxysms of  feeling;  and  feelings  stmig  wiUr  tbe 
exposure  of  a  private  letter,  toucbiog  thoiie  of  a 
female,  should  have  had  my  utmost  indulgence.; 
but  persisting  to  hold  out  after  mature  considera- 
tion, and  to  the  stiirgreater  exposure,  of  .what 
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Bhpuld.  hftKe  beep  hfl^  merits  do  excuse, .  tiod 
meMm  it  .vnM\y  heUevedt  j(  not  "  known, .  that 
Mr.  Cqbv^tt  iaip^i^ereDt  to  truth." 

A  professor  of  the  most  northeru  coll^  told  ine 
thit  be  never  <;puld  endure  Cobbett  after  his  attack 
upoa-  potatoes.  I  relished  that  attack  exceed- 
iogly.  It  wa?  au  isuocent  display  of  fervour  in 
tbecattse  of.itbe.poor.  The  [writer  could  be^rno. 
m»l^  1:9  ;a..r^|»tiU>le  ropt ;  but,  be  fl^jf-  .^l^af  fl^be 
boKMigh-taoAgfnt  ^eie  reducing  the  |)0or.  to  the 
**mtm{pm(mQf  misery," — were  beating  then^down 
(osub9i«ton.'.potatoe9  alone^  and  not  a  few  havc:^ 
iodulgQiJthe  tl)D^gbt  that  the  poqi;  shquld.b^  efk-. 
slored  fiH!  ever  l^  svch  Machi^veltsiqi  ,  ,  -, 
.  Cobbettti>;,!tt^ck.  on  Shakspeare  and  Milton  I 
accounted  %«;  somewhat  in  the  same  way.  I 
'lo<^«ed  MP<W  tb^seas  ebullitions' of  feelii^,beo8U^' 
of  sense  t>siP9  .sacrificed  tq  sound,  and  noq^s  ■ 
l)eJ4g  4^bsti;;^4;^ /or  reason.  I. hope  Mr.  Cobbett 
(w1m»,  ha^  ,b9eB^>sM4  to  hayp  an  tiu^iiftt^  tp  l^jusf c^, 
1)94' jn^,  griji|i|g«.i  against,  the  depart^  spirit,  qf, 
<3fu:ff9fif,  ^i^j}ti^,Jbefai^e  9f,  thep§  oft  quqte^ 
liPfi?:,- .;.■,.,  -■;;   ;  v.  ,   ,■■  ,;;    ..;  :,...  .'.,o 

'  '  "  "''Ti^'man'Wlio  MtIino'n»i«einhn8oaI         'J   ■'•■•- 

HI  '/^itftfhttDVtaAmanbftiiitai,*'—'  .  :  ,/  . 

■01::  b'--' ':■■.?.;  ';■  ,11;  , , .  ,  -.tr  I,  ■  ^;  .  i ,.;  .-  '.■....■:'■ 
Mr.  Cobbett's  famous  proposal  for  *'  btoming  itp" 
tlueiP^r-o^^.Bysitemt  ^y  sowing  forged  notes, 
iira8'{^blist^d.,jn,fhe  Niagara  Spectator, , while  I  - , 
waS;  in  flurance  file;  and,  but  for  an  acc;dent;,^I 
8faould^i^ra,;^fitj(^n.^a  burlesque,  to  |hew  how. 
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WiHiooe  ■infy"'''lbng  'jiH*,'tl»"'cdM»i  bW#'  u(il"tte( 
^^sVem  tdeMIy  with'  tbe-  M'  bf  lii9e(i!eil<  «ra^> 
tailors.  I  meant'to  shCvt'  tIiiit'feo<ild'«l»J(tHt-t^l 
aSsplitebing'M'ti'Us'y'  fsi»Wi''t)tov1«»"tHl*  a 
dMeftjihbspHbHt;itiatdie4'<!i:e&/'id'lilrlet«h*itl*lii 
ratg^st'tb*ns'ja  tile  t]ffitfed'inn^don<!"WliWl!i  J'm- 
iHliift'iil'  In'  Ednftjlt;  With  a'aUllicH»dy  «f 'amimini" 
l!foiit  anil;  iba(,  by  'aFC'Handi'lMn^'aiie  di«i$(U«i> 
iW'^nd'biit'bl'tKfe'iiiytixipblW,  lt{tlF't<fe''te«lfi^«{MWy' 
<jf'ihtt'n«fe4  cfdMiawferSiiftea  iili|(«»^i|)yg4»il 

ikk't't^irriiO/'jii-itlciplii  Mi  io«8J'iHiit!fe«t'''IWftiSp 
(SKftrt  'ii'gW,  what  ■dlBc(lltj''fll«^i«()iite>lfciHC 
executing  such' a  sCheme^^'^di^(i''itttlBei^l^ 
iAoaest'tol)ti'isefhc3ittethatMIiJ:ril%tibMl<v'«Hh- 
I^er  irt-eietfutitm,  ■abd''nrtteh'iBbl'S  oitikik^PpW^' 
iiif  eSiitiaVj  SiibU  schiebiesi  *y«»l^  Wllfe^'iiiwl 
btf'HaSBfetfat,  ■df'tW  febA*«ea  ■MIjCdj'ittBtiafc*- 
eiittaVaganCe,  do  'vlery''««lJj  ■Wi<''W*if'W»MJM' 
tkif m  Wo<ta'(!*nHiiriS'*fettehy'niaKi«iitl^''iMilt) 
t»'  Ijfe"tttgfH"blil  to  *(ifch''lMb«l''a»'-«lilk  <(f'Cil«l 
^ifebf,:  'otUMrso'  'wickecP  iii)''h>  'feM'lsiich  #>e1Kh<>>' 
on,  with  the  knowledge  of  ministers  of  state,'  Sdd- 
Mr.  Cobbett^.  a^iiag:  his,  s<»,,if  ^pgj^tjtt^wsassiii, 
was  "aniBMaMal.aii]di8E|j}>0H^ia«9M'(.Cf>bt>ett*s  Re- 
gister, May  6,  ^fi^)K'lliere'i».ettanigli'td'make  us 
be  cautious  with  sporting  even  unprincipled  pro* 

;■!*;' CoWett; ' fc' ■  his:  Seebtrd-lfe-ttt*' W 'M?;i«rl!l' 
bfecl!;''Jiy»; ''■■■I  iitd  happy  to  ttell'^j-olj 'iferBKW 
iOr«iiy*  and-  tSMs  havd  retired' f'imkm  »  aW 
pritaue:    'I  'ifevw'yet  knA''itt  BeaKli 'iittttW' 
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"iiiffh  fellows  to  loosen  their  ^raip  df  ihs:  pubtib 
purse. '  But  be;  ttso:  then  I ifelt  pleasure ranthait 
aCippuDt,  To  all  the  other  panga  of '  body*  ^tvd 
n)iBd,.let  thepi  add.that  of  JcnowJu^  that  Willlatri 
Cqbbett,  whom  they,  thought,  thexiuid  put  doift^ 
for  ever,  if  not  killed,  lives  to  rejoice  at  tlwir 
paios.aQd  theirdeath,  to  trample  OQ  their  graves, 
and  hand  dowii  ithetr  .named  for  the  just  judgitieiif 
or](K)«.*enty.  W^hat!  Ate  these  feelings  wrawyft 
Are  they  sinful?  What  defence  have  .we,  ^theni- 
ag4i(fH:tyfaO'iy?  '  ■   ■"'■  I  ,■■.'"'■'  ■■  ■■-"""  ' 

"^  if.  the  oppreflsof  :be  not'to'  exjittm^ce  the'rp;;* 
s^qttn^Qt  of  the  oppressed;. let  as,) at  once,  ao- 
kQQyvle;dge,tii}e'diW&e  right. of  tyraaoly;!  &r  'tvhafe 
ha^  ty<FfiBpy«teo  td.f^r?  i  Whd.hat  iii.to:fear  bnti 
those  wixom  it  h^  iojured?  "  It  is  .^hfa.,A^gte^<w 
o|  individual  inj>iry  that  makes  vf  oattoaaV'iDJuiiy  i^ 
it.'is.'the  aggregate  of  iadiyiduelifeseiitment  tbiti 
iq^^^  up  ipational  reE^ntnaent.  !Katidnal.  resdot*: 
nofntis  ab&plutieJy.neeessary  tO'  the;'pfioducing:of> 
iie^rea^ for  .pppr^^ioti ;,  and  tfa6re£or^,  ^toiss^i.tbat 
indiyidi)al  resentment. is  .wrong,  is  to  s^t'thab 
tjbiefe  pijght  to  be  no  redress.  for,,Qp|ffe8Bi9D;:  At  is^ 
in  short,  tp  pass  a.9eBteace  of  neye&eDding^BlfiV^y: 

onfall  w^pkind*.'"  ■ -i    '   ;. :;..!.'/  .  ..riilss'i  oJ  viw/ 

.,•ftJ,^.^Q9bWt^:  i3,,h§r^;setJ0Mb.|.' He  thinfcs'rthat 
",the?e  feelings"- are  aeitber  wrong  nor  ainfuUvAft- 
couw  they^fefid;U8  frpm  tyranny.  I  think  theiH 
wrooj^.and  sinful,  indepeod^t  of  ev«ry  contiden^- 
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tion  I  aod  I  thiojc  we  have  '  defexnx  itgtitmt 
tyi^nny,  iodepeodent  of  "  these  feeliogB."  The 
test  d^ence  agaiast  tynnny  is  a  otnct  adbereiree 
to  ChristiUL  morality';  .  aad  when~  that  becomes 
DWeca),  ^ylSDJij'  niuit  fall  ^^thdut  a  stroke  ora 
^ttwiggle. 

Mr.  Cotibett  le6)ia  bach  to  what  ■■  b«s  been  atid 
Yth^t  is.  i  wouid  look  forward,  abd  put  trust  io- 
pe^MC^ful  (jhwK^  to  be  expected  froHt  ino'eaaiiig 
linowledge. 

'  I  would  not  only  appeal  to  acknowted^^prttt- 
cipl^  of  raotali^,  but  iroatd  pomt  topFactiee,  as 
it  b.a^.  beea.Bueces^ls  on  several  eccMicmS)  with 
isrious  religions^  sects..':  31ie-  Quftkera,  it' is  wel^ 
IfDQWBi,  ntada  good  -peints  ot  high  ifuporliHice  by 
aOBhFQiustaDce.  They  endttr^d,  till  govemment  it- 
self had  tOigitrs  v>p  petisecutioa — had  to  set  aside 
aonie  of  its  steniest  h,\rBltir  their  accommodation; 
and  it  is  a  foot,  that  this  same  sect  never  bad  their 
ewly  settkem^Dts  in  FeifiBiylvania  (Ksturbed  by  the 
ladiansi  DMrefyltom  tbeip  adherenoeito  penceftfl 
maxims-  Here,  ikaa,  we  diseorer  that  Mr.  Cob- 
bett^  praittisef'  are  groundtess :  we  discover  that 
we.  have  d^in»  against  tyranny,  without  giving- 
way  to  feelings  which  make  us  shudder^  even  be- 
ftro  they  are  tested  by  argument.  Yes,  ta  rejiMe 
itt-  ih»  paint-  and'  tfne  dettth  of  fellow,  cteatures,  apd 
to  trumpir  with  ptcasure  on  their  graves,  is  abhor- 
Kttt  Mali  that'W  good — i»,  most  aftsufedly,  ainjkh 
Altboug^h  "  it  is  the  aggregate  of  individual  injury 
that  makes  up  national  injury,''  and  although'  **  it 
is  tbft  agfr^ateo^  iedH^iit^  Mwatment   that 
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eukta  up  r(Mio«!ll  fesMrtntetft,"'  f* dbeS  hat  «iB4v*,' 
!««« «« irttftvldual  fflayMttl^e  fit f(S()(ttti«(rt *r(fi^ 
do*  ri«.  ReieHtiAe«t  ia  iin/at  of  itssW,  *h«tfref 
ituntrral  in  the  iftaft  of  trtt*  ot  of  a  thousiiifd  ;'*' 
♦Iftaiet  indulged  dy  m  f«*«1dtiiii  d*  *  satitliT'; 
If  mdividaak  #otiM  efftas*  W  ftfst^l'  ttSfttWni^tt*, 
Mtidfiat  T«d«tHdieti^  would  of  t6tiVie  esaiti)'  btlt 
#b«B  tf«  fkint  df  flie  *4i-iety  of  iem-piti, 
and  the  innumerable' caufte^'^hi^  difbdt  tfr^e 
tittipem,  nw  c«iWl6t  expect  (fcrt  this  «W  bei'the  . 
ol«er  of  ?itlpr<WeiIl«BI.  {Rational  f*S»rftnM((* 
(Mis*.  filM  be  suMae*,  and  tni«y  gelli!W«ittil!< 
wHI  aot  (Ass-  a«ay  befexs-  (Itii  h  acc«*(*8h(itf.- 
S«o(Ch«ieti  «Ki  Bngiisbdieff  »er*  teitiioft*!!^  ifi«!; 
anu  fbes  within  fhcSehndwtt- Bu**fed  jeiH: 
They  *re  WWfrfcndB.     Wfflflli  tBf  IdSt  KuttdMI 

y«aw,  eveiy  Wghteid' efent  kept  dfi«i!  feseirfniSftrts 

agaftwt'  OthW  «W08,  Sri*  loSf  rt«  iSp^Btfttrtitjt'  oV 
gtatityi^  fttjtfiee  ati(f  i^eveflgfr.  Nd^,  l^niiiy  WJ 
aetfttwertts  fertfe  ceasetf,  and,  so  fef;i  iiw«i  is  dftilj-- , 
nirticiii  of  ties'  it«d  misery:  HeasoBinjfWiM  aoa^ 
fcgy,  i(  islWr  Ho  «»(ip8«e  that  natioWrtSetitihintiS 
may,  by  anil  by,  eease  «itWn  a  wMWaHd-  (Via* 
eireuif.  The  i#|irettd'  of  iM^hige-mfmi-eBHI^ 
tSiis.  15iio*?e(i^e  h'SSripiiilyiHcMascdfaiiJ'sjitSsa 
si»K«  tfti!'  inveortsw  of  prfHriiig;  in3  there  i*  hd* 
the- sflghtel*  d'oobf  thafit  #iR'go  6fi  (iS- iilbi«!4«« 
and  spread,  ss  that  We  (nay  safely  iflfec m*,  Mm 
ijistairt  day,.  mWibnal  resnilments  ^ffl'-hf  iSifiyct, 
aW  that'thlKdftaf  benwdleffei!  »«1  WfsliBSlftifftrf 
foi-  tBt*  na/t*»ISf  principlb  <Sf  p»»fMllfc&.-  '  Wl!» 
nWOnt*  ftSeiltnienHf  flftinet,  iniltUlWiHIbW'calitay 
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of  individual-  resentineDt  would  die  away  ;  while 
peace  aDd-happiDeas  would  proceed  with  less  aud 
less  interruption  and  alloy.  .1  should  be  ^lad  if 
Mr.  Cobbelt  would  p^u?.^  ,this  simple  train  of 
reasoning  with  a  serious  mind:  acknowledge  fais 
error,  and  publicly  make  atctnfment  for  an  outrage 
Of)  truth  and  decency:— that  he  would , cease  to 
disgust  those  who  might  otherwise  be  inclined  to 
*'  aifanire  him  in  many  things."  . 
.  Sir  James  Mackintosh  has  said,  ,io.  his  Fnt- 
dicia  GaUtc^t  ."-No  ipaportont  pt^itical  im- 
provement was  ever  oMained  in  .a  period  of 
tranquillity.  The  .corrupt  interest  of  the  GoTer- 
nors  is  so  strong,  and  the  cry  of  the  people  so 
feeble,  that  it  wer6  vain  to  expect  it.  If  the  effer- 
vescence of  the  popular  mind  is  suffered  to 'pass 
away  without  effect,  it  ^vould  be  absurd  to  jexpect 
from  languor  what  enthusiasm,  has  not  obtained. 
If  radical  reform  is  not  at  such  a  moment  procured, 
all  partial  changes  are  evaded  and  defeated  in  tbe 
tranquillity  which  succeeds  ;'*  and  again,  "  What- 
ever excellence,  what^er  freedom  is  discoverable 
in  governments,  has  been  infused  into  them  by 
the  shock  of  a  revolution,  and  their' subseqi^ent 
fttogress  has  only  been  the  progress  of  abuse.  It 
%  h^ce  that  the  most,  enlightened  politicians 
have. recognised  the  necessity  of  freqitently  recall- 
^Iff^vemmints  to  their  first  principles." 

-.Heftftetwards  says,  that  "all  the  gorernments 
that  now  ^sC  in  the  world,  except  the  ■  United 
StQt^  of  Am^^a,.  have  been  fortuitously  formed.'* 
Here  are  uodefilf^ble  ti^tt^  and  sentiments  wry 
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ttearly  expressed ;  but,  nevertheless,  let-  us  pause 
and  reflect. .  The  moment  that  aiiy  one  admits 
that  nothiogbut  force  can  bring  about  revolutiontand 
that  nothing  but  the  shock  of  a  revolution  can  pro- 
cure excellence  or  freedom  in  government,  that 
moment  be  resigns  the  hope  whicb'dur  religion  in- 
spires; artd  that  moment,  the  man 'who  can  sto^ 
mach  the  principles  of  a  professional  soldier,  has 
free  range.  Did  1  give  up  that  hope,  and  could  I 
sell  my  fi«e  will,  and  my  chiefest  honour — could 
I*  submit' to  go  forth'and  kiB,  Ishail  -forbear  to  say 
itturafer,  at  the  nod  of  a  snpeirior,  I  would  at  once 
fnabscribe  to'Mr.  Cobbett's'recoM  of  his  wrath 
against  EHenborOugh  and  Gibbs.  I  would  scruple 
not to^^wfbrg^- notes,  nay,  my  tnghestambitioA 
should  be  to  give  command,'  and  set  example,  to 
my  troop  of  trusty  tailors.  -  RatheV  wohM 'I' be  an 
active  d^evil  than -a' passive  agent- of  d^atb.  I 
shall  not,  with  Sir  Jainea  Mackintosh,  yet  think 
it*''^Mi"  to  expect-'*  importaiit  polltrcal  im- 
provement in  a  period  of  tranquillity."  If  there 
IS  "fomguor"' on  tbe  part  of  Sir  James,  there 
shall  yet  be  **  enthusiasm"  on  mine;  and  even 
next :  session,  I  shall  hope  for  the  "  radical  re- 
form" of  Upper  Canada.  Sir  James  did  not 
''■pfci^e- himself"  to  naove  for  itlast  session;  but 
the '  third :  Session^  i«  at  band,  since  I  left  myself 
piSdged'Gi  do-my  utmost  in  the  cause ;  and  I  -shall 
Qotiy^'deapfflr,  even  with  my  "  feeble  ciy,"  that 
^'.itbe  thost  enlightened  of  politicians  wiH  reTSognise 
the  n«««mi^of  recalling^ur  colonial  gdvermnents 
^  their  fmt  principles.^*    By  and  by  I  'shall  have 
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Qpppsiol);  tp  rtjaisr]^  pfl   the   gr<|«ti«e   w   welj  m 
t|i«f)fy  of  Sir  Jnpei:  but  1st  me  iwif  prowed  "ilk    ' 
IVfr,  CpWjBtt- 

,Jp  flm  spring 9f  ipiSi  lib-  Colj*eu  SHblisW 
jl),!tii8,.P(!gi(itsf  sh»t.  tl)»iigl>  hp  wid  (181  in^Ti- 
d.ttals,  liHl  rsqiimri  <>'  tl)«  Sh«fiff  of  Hmiwliire, 
to  call »  cQopty  fflfeting,  tlis  nquisiliOD  WM  net 
fPfnpllefl  with  1  fpt  which  F«aii«n  Mj-  Cobbeii  in- 
^qmiped,  tliat  i»  «DWtiPg  ?ho(it"}  N  h«l<l  for  pvUio 
tiMiiiiem,  nt  Uotl/^y,  w|iefeh«  xm\iii,  im  tbsSDIli 
M»rc|i,  I8)ii.  CiipioBS  tp  kqvw  wliat  i»fMlW  tt 
dflOe  St  Mr,  Pqbbetff  iBMtiBg.  «»<i  willing  »  ri> 
i(il^  a^  to  ttie  ^ffmafi  wvnf  fw  tlw  p«epla  M 
pwaw.  I  wrptf  to  Mr-  Cot>S>ittt.  »Bii  «li»pBtefc«d  > 
fwpvsot  Willi  iw  Mter  tfl  BotWy,  forty  miks  diH" 
tnnt.  I  vrota  y<;>  Mr-  Cobbett  tbat,  "  I  believed, 
jvitboitt  ^tfmati^  petilivuitifft  all  ?^p9ctftttw  of 
^  goo(l  WQtlld  t>e  pugftoryj  bpt,  nit'fA  wAutA*  1  WW" 
SS(8ly  believed,  air  goec)  wight  be  obt«ipcd,  I 
jaid  im  5  slioifld  bsv«eTery  patiih  ,regi<le>«tl,  with 
the  mtipber  pf  ttf  i«li»bit8m9r-«Bii  pjtoU  tanged 
in  ttf  proper  hoodred,  wd  ei«h  hundred  ig  its  pro- 
per cq^nty;  «nd  when  (^titiming  WM  «»  toot, 
every  ^fnff^  sbqtild  appew  ip  jt^  |nsp«r  plKO. 
»lph«beti<^lly  aminged  ;  aod  that  it)  this  fcrm  v««y 
little  eitpence  wpyld  exhibit  the  wbote  in  print," 
^c^— 'My  ?e|vaitt,  on  hiik  return,  t«ld  pi«  .tblit  hi 
tsw  npthiog  like  a  pMblic  wfwMijg  «t  Botl^j  hut 
^e  breijglft  ipe  av«ia<  p«lile,,a«d  ««en  Samring 
l(i.i;ttii  fcOT,  Mt,  Cpfetoti  fiBRwtwsb.  •«  i'  ""T- 
W<«»  mWw l"!*****.  I  wssytasgive  a»««»ot! 
"  -M'^i  >ftrpW|tiBg. inpelf  f«»;in»BJl  yearn,  iO'  mio. 
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I  find  it  the  Wisest  course  to  leav«  refttrmtttioa  tb 
dm  force  of  ereats.  We  are  iMabli  to  urge  alM^ 
the  poblio  miad.  It  miist  hhve  its  ttmef  aQd  if 
tlie  people  do,  in  the  end,  and  for  ever,  vsSAlf 
choose  the  preeaot  iAystem,  en  ^k  Frehch  t}e(>pte 
dic»e  thftt  of  Napoleon,  why,  We  taMM  AcquiMti^, 
and  let  them  hare  What  they  ehoose.^^Il  ii  wltft 
this  sort  of  feeling  that  I  look  od  y&iiy  {tlDposilfon 
f6r  pettHMmg .-  very  giOod ;  Very  simple ;  wty 
fiiir ;  but  demaodings  toset  it  on  foot,  ffioretioife  atitl 
Alible  tbm  ao  individual  tike  iM  tAtt  bestoW.  f 
really  thinky  while  I  honour  jrouf  x&dl^  y»Ut'  tfti- 
-  kuti^  and  yourjilotiTa,  that  you  ani  taking  tttbi^ 
trouble  than  you  are,  by  any  mtaUfi}  boufld  M 
take  utider  cirontastancd8i.'*-4  w)^  OiMt  sifi^i%ly 
^  the  gooid  of  the  eonntiy,  atid  fh«  it&bility  of 
the  King's  Ibrdde )  but  I  haVc  grcnfn  lew  Wlilrtlit 
and  leBk  disposed  to  indke  sacrifioei  thaA  I  foriAerly 
WAA."  Now,  let  AKoall  to  mind  what  Mr.  Cob- 
bett  bss  done  nnfca  wrltic^  the  above. '  Id  thatfc 
Jast  NK  years  hd  bas,  certainly,  not  fffoitHi  few 
murm,  itndiesa  dispostd  lo  mate  tttcri/tces  t^njht<- 
met^ :  he  has  not  left  reformiitioii  4^  tht  f&lr6e 
xf  AiAits. .  Id  these  U^t  six  ^end  Mr.  Cobbett  has 
fidcuted  of  doing  imbre  fax  fefonn  than  any  6tbtt 
jttan,  aAd  he  faav  certtRnly  been  truly  acttVdi  Un- 
fortunately he  hai  not  acted  iVisely.  He  aMi  LoM 
Coehraoe  got  ap  afnet  mob  otsetii^,  ob  P^tfl^ 
dar«rn  U]l,/,uid,.got  soni»lhotisMd(l  of  the  p^i6 
to^ign  '^eir  .oaiBcs  Co  a  petition  in  the  tioUrse  «f 
an  houf  or  tMo,-by  msffUs  of  tables  ^t  oat  In  (»^teii, 
witii  >  papsf^  pm,: -and  Jnk,  alft  ngillar^  dispiKftii. 
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J:TV[ts..iR  -the  House  of  Cotnnions  when'^tbe  peti- 
tioit  waapreeentod'  by  Loi'd  Cocbv&ne,  .and  vit- 
'Me$sed  th?  contempt 'with  wbicb  it  was  received; 
^prdM  it  de^ervfeany  tbingbut  coDtempt — a  peti- 
.j}on  signed  by  thousands,  without  any  reference  to 
theit  places  of  abode,  by  which  their  identity  could 
1^  prored.-:— How  pitiful  l\ !  The  .  meeting!  at 
Vortsdown  was.tQseftd  up  cheers  to  anawer  cheers 
from  tbe  meeting  at  Spa-fields  ■  1  CouM  Mt.  ^ob- 
hett  coQnteDEince  such  proceedings  witbobtebliesfa !! 
*— Mr.  Cobbett  also  attended  a  convention  cif  de- 
puties, inLondoH)  for  purposes  of  reform. '. :  These 
.diepMti^  were  chosen  by  irregular ;  rabble,-  in  AV- 
lerQQt.patts  (^  the  country,  without  order,  dreven 
tbe  iippearanoe  of  it;  and  only  Mr.  Cobbett,  Mr. 
,Hunt,:and  a  few  more,  were  privy  to  tl^e  drgan- 
jzaitiion  of  this  general  convention!!  '4  never  heard 
of  it  till  it. was  over;  and,  sutdy,  Mr.  Cobbett 
.will  npt  deny,  that  it  was  an  absolute  "  affront  to 
generai  opinion :"  Mr.  Cobbett  has  now  announced 
;^tAt  he  will  meet  two  persons  from  each  coun^, 
Jieift  January,  in  London,. and  expects  that  this 
will. bft  called-  ','  Cobbett's'  Parli a'mekt"  ! !  !— 
Xet  }Jb'.  Cioh^tt  only  read  the  above  extract'  fnan 
-bis.ktterta.nie  ;<  think  upon  his' doings  sih<^,  bw 
-hdastings,  and.:hia  pres^it  project,  and  blu^. 
iFor"  my  part,  the  thought  of  all  of  it  makes  me 
juelnjicholy;  ;and  iJovi^,  despairing  of  .any. 'good 
ihmifMr.:  Cobbett,  I  shall  give,  up  my  Inltention 
«f  calling  jUpon  him  at  Kensington.  .■  Ifrl  had 
Jbo^  il  trouid  call  upon  him  witb  pleasure;  /but 
.CiGtRifE^'K,'Fj|,Bj.iAMBHi .  QXtisgnisfaef    every 
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Spark.  In  ^le  4tli  and  Atb  Numbers  of  Cobbett^B 
Cottage  (Economy,  I  have  read  some  seDsible  re- 
marks. I  seldom  peruse  aiiy  thing  of  Mr.  Cob-  ■ 
bett's  without  reaping  some  pleasure,  if  not  prcAt. 
In  one  of  tbese  numbets  I  bare  reaped  pain.  Mr; 
Cobbett,  like  Franklin;  gnK^es  that  -  Sunday 
should  be  set. apftrt. from. labour.  He  would,  at 
leaat,  btye  cottagers  employ  that  day  in  dressing 
their  gardens.  I  am  no  bigot.  Though  I  was,  fOT 
many  yeara  of  my  youth,  brought  iip  under<  the 
eye  of  a  Presbyterian  olei^man,  -  and  taught 
strictly  to  keep  the  Sabl!tath-day  holy,  I^m  noi 
rigid  in  this  respect.  I  can  see  it  employed'asa 
day  of  recreation  under  the  Church  of  £ngland, 
or  as  a  day  of  solemn  devotion  under  the  Kirk, 
with  equal  regard.  I  am  equally  averse  to  connect 
cel^ion  with  levity  and  aiisterity;  L  would  wish 
to  see  Doen  cheerfully  religious  every  day  of  tho 
week :  I  would  wish  to  see  every  daj;  employed 
Iw  the  glory  of  God;  biit  Sunday,  I  would  hold 
especially  sacred  to  the  poor  labourer.  I  woa)d, 
CKi  no  account,  tiUow  him  to  dig  his  garden  on  that 
day.  An  enemy  to  too  much  legislation,  I  wobld^ 
in  this,  be  a  pertinacious  t^-giver.  If' the  poor 
onde  habituate  theniBelveB  tO'  cultivate  their  gar- 
ctens  on  Sundc^,  most  assuredly  the  rich  will,  in 
course'  of  time,  have'  them  labouring  in  the  fields 
oa  that  day  also;  and  SaMtath  and  Saturday  may 
become  alike  devoted  to  toil.' 
"I, It  has  been  noted,  page  cxcvii,  that  the  General 
Inbfoduotiou  was  so  far  prepared  for  the  prassv 
December-    1^90;      Two   amendments,'    however. 
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^re  made  after  the  prindli^  was  resuided  in '  Sep- 
tember lost.  The  refenoce  made  to  my  litt}e  tmct, 

of  theTYHAlfRT  OF  Pooft  i^AWSt  IB  the  .MoTD-^ 
ii^  Chronicle,  iodaced  snc  to  pri^duce  it,  and  flK»n 
readiDg  CoBBBTx'a  Com-oK  CEc9i«ob[T}  No,  9, 
i  came  to  bfc  more  decided  M  lo  limiting  th<6  ex- 
tent of  a  cottage  b6iA,  to  a  qijarller  itifttuid'  i>f 
half  aO' acre,  about  wbidi  I  was  ia  sinpcitse.  I 
nfake  thife  acknowled^meDt,  to  indiice  Mr^  Cobbett 
to,  come  out  with  aU  betbinkB  <m  thetubjeot. 
H9  evidently  thimks  that  ev«ry  tmto  Would  :be  tbe 
better  of  a  gafdeni  but  be  Bajys  noching  <^f  tbe 
meaita  by  which  this  igood  is  to  b«  obtained.  I 
#ould  aBk^faim  if  there  is  \atiy  chance  of  its  being 
obtained  by  aoy  other  pdaQed>)e  meant  but  that  of 
gysteauUic  petHionivff  F  Jd  :  locating  ground  for 
(iottage  hokls,  I  would  n6t  be-  pmtiDacioufl  as  to 
Jbtavieg  them  .all  in  a ' cluster  to. make:  a  vilti^e  ; 
tboi^h  that,  with  a  common  iiad^liling»  vroQld  be 
mort  deairable.  I  woald  insist. Only  oo  the  iteco'- 
Afy  of  having  a  !ibejrty':gfiatnted,!tha>t  cMma  fm 
collage  aUolmenU  9boukl.itM  good  to  a  eextatD<  ex'^ 
tsht.aiod  i»opoft)on  i&  every  parish' throughout  tba 
kingdom ;  .and  I  am  ■oertailt'  poor-laws  ciinBot'  be 
abolished  withoat  thisi  Uilvidtng;  the  kioigdoni  into 
]0,(KH>  perisbcB,  the  avan^e-estenc  of  edcb  would 
be  ^64-  acnes.  Pat»ha»:af  this  extent  WDuMtben 
have  to  furnish  neaiE  Sd  acres,  or  dO>»if  a  cDsamoa 
was  alldwed,  and  so,  leas'  or  motv^  ni  tht  parish  was 
of  ^^%ater  or.  less  extent.  In  Scotlsdd,  where 
liiene  aife  abuddaiice  «f:;Cottagea  and  gwrdcM^  I 
steakl.iH^  expect  that  iMiiy  aUodtienls:  wobM 
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be .  demanded  out  of  the  public  provisioD  at  the 
high  rate  I  have  set  upon  the  land:  viz.  £i.  per 
acre  rent,  and  £190  purchase-money.  The  grand 
point  is  to  secure  a  sufficiency  of  free  possessions, 
that  labourers  may  have  the  power  of  locomotion — 
md  the  chance  of  iadependence  from  their  in- 
dustry. 

Mr.  Gohbett  gave  out  that  if  he  was  elected 
member  for  CoTcntry,  b^  would  do  every  thing 
for  the  oouQtry  that  was  required;  but  why  not 
publish  Jiis  scheme?  let  him  be  frank,  and,  make 
specific  proposals,  and. I  shall,  if  I 'like  themt 
endeavour  to  get  a  seat  even  in  "  Cobhetfs  parlia- 
ment^" to  support  bim. 

Having  said  this,  I  shall  ^take  leave  of  Mr. 
Cobbett;  to  whom*  indeed,  too  much  of  B6y 
pttpeK'  has  been  devoted.  If,  however,  I  have 
eteaved  a  friend  from  scandal ;  if  I  have  proved  to 
you,-  CanadiaDs,  that  though  1  have  "  admired 
Mr.  Cobbett  in  many  things,"  I  am  not  fais  humble  - 
admirer  in  alt  things;  and  if  t  have,  at  the  same 
time,  brougbtmyreaders  to  reflect  on  the  mon&trou^t 
ini(]uil;yQf.my  being  imprisoned  and  luined^mefdiy 
b^anse  of  a  fcwk  achoowkdgmeat  that  I  Anew 
Mf*CDbbetit,6:e.  the  paper  may  not  be  misused.  To 
pravent  Airther  rambiing  in  a  hmited  fields  1  shall 
now  l>y  out  the  remaining  wtirk  of  this  General  In- 
trodoction,  underdTstinct  heads,  and  confine  myself 
to  as  brief  narration  as  possible.  I  shall  speak  of  the 
Poor-laws ;  Correspondence  with  the  Colonial  De^ 
pactD^eHt;  Pnblicatiotu . 09  Canada;  my  Appeat; 
m^  pause  1^  OLy  Scheme  pf  Colonial  Govemmeut ;  , 
majke  a  fwr  obsecTatiotS)  and  -foe  done. 
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POORpLAWS. 

-  Tbe  refeiPin  of  the  Poor-laws  being  a  ppincipal 
object  of  this  work,  I  shall  here  transcribe,  froiti 
"the  Morning  Chronicle,  the  debates  on  that  sub- 
ject, daridg  last  Session',  and  shall  fcdiow  these 
with  a  few  remtirks  of  my  own.  A  more  itapor- 
tEJnt  question  never  was  before  Parliament.  - 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  MayS,  1831. 
.'  MrtScarhtt  said,  -he  sfaonld  state  the  groinids'  of  the 
bDl  which  he  intended  to  introduce  to  amend  therpbor-Iaws, 
as  shortly  as  possible.  He  vas  aware  <^  the  great  magsi- 
tnde  of  the  Bol^iect.  Noaalyect  indetod,  <K>ald' eatt  ier 
more  deliberate  coostderatioiu  ,  ^y  measure,  on  a  sajigeet 
so  important,  was  certainly  d^sef^lng  ^le  snppoEtof  a  libe- 
ral aiid  enlightened  .Government,  and  he  was ;  not  with- 
out apprehension  in  bringing  forward  the  present  bill, 
vlthoat  previous  sanction  or  countenance  of  Ministers.  If 
he  bad^ thought  that  the  measure,  or  any  thing  like  it,  woold 
liave  been  brought  forward  under  the  sanction  of'Govem- 
ntent,  he  would  not  have  obtruded  it  on  the  Ho«se.  The  evil 
was  one  of  the  most  ala^piing '  kind ; '  an  evil  which  Parlia- 
moat  would  be  anxious  to  remove,  onless  in  remoting  it 
.the  country  should  be  exposed  to  stiH  greater  dang^j 
T^e. evil. consisted  in  an  onlimited  provision  for  the  poor: 
the  obvious  remedy  was  to  limit  that  provision.  Th^  first 
measure,  therefore,  which  he  would  wislt  to  submit  to  the 
House,  was  to  declare  a  maximuni:  the  rates  of  the  last 
year,  though  not  tke-h^hestj  were  nearly  so;  end  itw^, 
perhaps,  the  best  period  to  adiedt',  because  the  ooUBnal 
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Tftlae  of  money  had  more  aeariy  approached  its  real  valae 
than  in  the  preceding  years.  He  vonld  therefore  p^n- 
pose  to  fix  as  a  maximum  the  rates  of  the  year  ending  the 
Sftth  Han^,.1831,  and  accordin^^ly  to  declare  it  to  be  im- 
.lawinl  to  pay' any  larger  snm  for  poor's-rate  than  was  as- 
sessed off  the  land  for  the  year  ending  the  25th  March, 
1831.  .The  next  question  was,  the.  propriety  of  en- 
forcing a  different  system  ^in  administering  relief.  It 
never  was  the  istentiun  of  the  Parliament,  that  passed  the 
statute  of  EUzabelh,  to.  relieve  persons,  who  were  able  to 
'^ork,  and  who  preferred  a  life  of  idleness.  The  olyect 
of  the  statute  was  to  relieve  those  who  by  age  and  in- 
firmities  were  unable  to  labour.  That  wise  and  hu- 
mane principle  was  departed  from  in  modem  times,,  and 
incalculable  ,  mischief  was  the  consequence.  Atthepr&' 
sent  momrat,  persons  who  were  married,  and  had  larg;e  fa- 
milies depending  in  some  degree  on  parish  relief,  could  not 
be  &irly  deprived  of  that  relief.  Time  should  be  allowed  to 
enable  those 'persons  .to  recover  themselves;  but  the  evil 
had  been  carried  to  so  great  an  extent,  that  persons  marry- 
ing, looked  forward,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  have  their 
second  child  supported  by  the  parish.  He  would  be  glad 
to  know,  why  sodL-persona  ought  npt  to  practise  those  in- 
dustrious aoA  economical  liabits  whi<ji  all  other  persons  in 
society,  were  cofi^eUed  to  practise.  .  It  was  for  the  pur-, 
pose  of  stopping;  the  progress  of  this  evil,  that  he  prgposetl, . 
as  the  second  part  of  the  bill,  that,  after  passing  of  the. 
l^,  no  parish  officer  or  justice  .of  the  peace  should  be  au-, 
thoriaed  to  give  relief  to  any  person  who,  at  the  tims 
of  passing  of  (lie  act,  should  be  unmarried,  either  for  him- 
self or  Cor  any  member  of  his  family,  unless  such  person 
should  be  afflicted  with  in&rml^  of  body,  or  old  age.  The 
poor  and  industrious  man  was  now  obliged  to  provide  for  the 
idle,  and  the  natural  effect  was,  that  he  was  Inclined  also 
to  become  .one  of  the  idle  dass,  whom  he  saw  often  better, 
provided ;  for  than  himself.  .  Ufa  third  measure  was.  one. 
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respeotitig  wbi«Ct  tbere'w&s  Iftely  to  he  a  gttAt  ^thtmee 
afapitaoo,  tftougli  he  had  g'rrett  it  v»  iMelt  cdnstdAatiM, 
tiiat  be  did  not  think  bn  ovu  nnHF  e««M  b«  A«iE«a 
respeetfDgr  ft.  It  was  to  n^wnl  3te  Earn,  afrfhihiiriiA^ 
A«  removri  of  persoBS  eiifBrg«ab4«-  or  Iftel^  to  bMAffW 
chtrgeable  to  «  pMiafr.  (Heat!)'  Tlh)  prMest  sy^teA  mri- 
ginattfd  wifb- tft«  13eb  ainf  I4tllt  Cbarfes-  If.  the-  efieetaf 
Vhicb  was  to-  rerirfcttbe  it«e  eircafatioii  6f  labour,  mH 
■  sabjected  tbe  lattooTBT,  if  he  Coddf  nof,  ftomaay  temp*- 
rary  causer,  fintf  bread  m  ibe  parish-  wftsi^S  Iw  tesldfe*,  to 
66  removed  to  ffre  parisli  wlere  !te-«is  bom,  orirfeeM  K« 
father  or  giUn^thCT'  var  born,  tfaongfr,  perbapv,  flfew 
w  a  cerfajnty  that  he  conld  not  fimf  employtoent  ibtire, 
ancF  that  he  must  Tcmaia-  a  paoper  aff  tfre'  dajs  ^r  iiifWe. 
A  more-  opprea3iv&  lav  wta  not  ta>  be  foaact  ia  tuty  codtt  la 
Europe.  (Hearl'hear!)  It,  m  fact,  made  pOverQ"  a  crftu*. 
If  a  law  was  now  pcoposetF,  specifically  arhf  arowti^ 
snliFJectnig  a  man  to  be*  banished  fronrone  place  to  mMlAer, 
becanae  he  confd  not  get  enovgUi  to  feed  Sis  ftnnify,  fivqi 
tbe  deamess  of  pnrviBion,  tHe  mfln<  vodld  be-  deemed  not 
only  mad,  but  rafanman.  (HeariX  Tea,  tfair,  ia  rei^,  mtt 
.  tbelavr,  as  if  existod'nntferantjftemaiiifl.  (HdatlJ  TWs 
faw  &a4  been  (bond  so  opprea^i^e,  that  maay  aHenptt 
Hadfteenmadte-tomorfffyit  by  cscoptiwM— as,  #w  iwsfttmJg, 
wlien  arman  had  been  hired fova'jeariuaparisfi,  or  rsotfeii 
a  tenement  of  j^ft,  or'paidparisb>  rater,  wsesved'pafttfB 
offices;  It  WW  said  6y  I*r:  Btam,  that  tiiewwere  more 
dedstonson-this  Act,  than  on- any  law  In-tlie  StatMo^BocA'. 
Tfie-  Doctor  ttigfit  have  SBid--^oiw  Etigation'.  fHwff' !J 
VBere'was,  pro^bly,  more'Ktigatibn  cMaftod  hy'  tHtslthr, 
-  tfimr  by  1^  the-  law^,  flrom  Magna  Charts  doygwarOa.  Aff 
artificial;  absurd^  and'Dppresnvesyst^n  Itifd'Bmn'tirtitlted', 
and  if  became:  half  tftte-  Basiiaiess  of  mde^  to  execute'  it* 
^  (Sh:  S.),  therefere,  proposed'  to  mOte  a  pni<fisii)W. 
tfiat  'A  sfaoald  not  be  lawfnl  to  remove-  any  mat)  fftMP  tb« 
parish-  in  wbidi  Be'  reridW,  on  the  grownd  of  hifr'  b«fi^ 
•1 
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diargtt^le.  01  liLsly  to  beratte  ctiMg«aMfl-  He  expected 
tliRt  the  manufacturings  towns  voold  objeot  to  fbii,  u  tterf 
bad  desi«  ta  the  pmvuion  far  mddng'  two  years'  restdmce 
a  Hi^aemewt.  UsdMr  the  jmsenl  ^stem,  wfien  there  fras 
aaj  osnatioa  of  eoiptoymeat  id  «-  laatrafiretaring^  tovn, 
tin  laboiirera  weve  acDttered  aH  »f«T  fij^hw'd.  Vnm 
MwMhMler,  for  ioBtHiq^  he  had  se^  loads  sent  to'  lion-^ 
ion  hjrtite  eolaaku  and  aahtc  cvsn'fathe  weatof  ^^gbind. 
The  effect  on  that  tovn  was  that  the  rftte»  were  less  fat 
MimCltDstar  tliKa  i«  an;  agrieahimJ  porJsh  in'  Englttsd, 
&c.  See. 

Jisnf  LondonJePTif  ^te  to  -tbuiks  to  tite  ftoooarohle 
and  ker«ed  gentleiMn,  fot  hnR^;"  tMe  subject  %eft>fa 
BwlJaaumt;  and  hoped  Hatti  beeirase  he  (IioH  K)'new  ab- 
staioed  ffcoA  gfviB?  a  deeded  o]fti»isn,  it  weUd  not  be 
lh«Mg^  that  bvwEuited  ae^  OB  the  ralject.  The  Homtf 
tVoold  be  better  able  to-  term  a  ya^graent,  when  tbe  niea' 
sores  w«ve  before  them  in  the  shape  of  a  SiM,  irftieh,  fce 
hoped,  the  henovabte  stud  lemed  gentleman  wootd  brn^  iar. 

Sir  R.  WUam  aM,  tftat  thoagtt'  he  must  aeknewledge 
the  good  intentiou  of  his  bononrable'  uid  lecmed'  friend, 
he  mflili  dej^recate  any  gMposiiiDn  t&  take  from-  tfce  nii^n- 
plvyed  iodDstrioo*  peer  »  sKtsisteBce,  to"(riieh'tltey  EacF 
j«sC  tte'  MUM'  t%ht  as  erery  geolIeiBMi  had  to  his  estate. 
]£  they  wished  to  vedoee  ptstpetiam,  ^ey  shoiM  rednee 


jlfri  Caitwt^  tbmlbed^hiB  hoDomable'  and  learned' friend 
ftmhoiriag'brwigbt  dwiufajeeVftFwwd',  then^  he  did  not 
ageeo  \4ithi  bw' views  in  att  seapeeta.  7lie>6nf  ^positioo- 
o^hia  boiuumM»and  leanied  6iesdiwaa't«  £x  amtutimmHi 
of  i^tes.    miis  had   bees  tried-  id  leeat;  bills,  and  iaitod, 

Itr.  Bourne  coBfpvtattHeHhg  MoHse,  that  dMesnlgect 
had*  teas  taha»  ap  by  hands  soableas^those^eftb&honoar^ 
M»  tmA  tottwtad' geutfciwun,  itA'telAeprepoflRienofaivcure^ 
MMn>  itiiMl  b«^lri«t)i»tbe  Islettf  Wi^t:  yetlbeyfasd^ 
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beeD  obliged  to  apply  to  FarliaiBedt,:to  reaaoTe  or  idtwiW 
mcacimum,  Slc.  &o- 

Mr.  Monck  said,  the  poor>law0,  'if  they  went  on  as  Aiej 
bad  of  late,  would,  ia  ftu^i  establish  an  agrarian  or  SfKn-; 
cean  Bystem,  makigg  the .  landhfdders  merely  notniaal  pro- 
]^rietors;.bat,  previous  to  any  restrtctioD  on  the  right  <^ 
demanding  relief,  the  taxes  which  pressed  upon  the  poor, 
as  the  malt  and  salt  taxes,  should. be  repealed,  aa  veil  a» 
the  com  law,  &c.  &o.  :  /. 

_  Mr.  Maa^eld^&pptQY^  {9s  we  niuiergbwd  him)  tba 
proposal  for  a  maximum. 

.  Mr.  PhSiip»:  o>serT«d  that;  although  tbwe.  vere«<Hne 
parts  of  his  learned  friend's  biUte  which  he, shonJd  object, 
if  taken  separately,  yet  to  Ib^  ^hole  uaited,.  he,bad  bo  ob< 
jection  whatever.  On  the  contrary,  \ie  augored  great  good 
from  its  adoption,  and  thought  it  right  to  take  this  occasies 
of  bearing  testitaony  to  the  salutary  effects  of  the  Act 
pas^d  npoi}  the  proposition  .  of  the  ;  Right  Honourable 
,  Member  for  Cbristchurch,  some  years  ^o,  espec^^y  in' 
those  districts  of  Lancashire,  with,  ^hich  he  W4S  owre  im- 
mediately acquainted.  ..  .  1   ! .J  .  '  :  !t 

.  Mr.  Rtfordo  ex.pTeasei  his  surprise  that  ai^:appr«he]>- 
siof}  should  be- entertained  of  the  tendency  of  hia.letamed; 
fii^o^-'s  bjH,  .to  create  any  embarras^i^ent  fa  the.law.of  set- 
tlef|[fent,  as  the  great  object  of  that  biU  was:to  remoW'^ 
difficulty  and  litigation  with  respect  to  this  law. .  It  bad 
been  observed  that  I&bonr,  instead  of  b^g  paid  in  w;^e8 
by^employeiB,  had  been  paid  «ut: of  the  poor's-Ffttes;  uid.if 
so,  why  then  should  not  Hie  omotM  of  sooh  paytofint  be  d«t- 
t},Wt^  ^".'^^"^^  from  those  rates?,  This  was  one.  of  the 
o^t^ts  of  his  learned  friend's  bill,  because  tiiat  bill  sro* 
posed  to  have  the  labour  paid  in  just  wages  by  bis  employ- 
er, instead,  of  having  him  transferred  to  the  poor's-n^. 
The  effect,  indeed,  of  his  learned 'fri^id's  measure  wonldibe* 
to  .regulate  the  price  of  labour  by  tbe  demand,  and  that  va& 
tjieend.peculiwjy  desired.  ^.'Wf^fc.riesipiect.to.theijilfc^OTft. 


■   n,g,t,7i.dt'G00glc 


«ftbe  taxes' andtlte  Tifttionttl  debt  Hpon  tiie  poor,  that  prfiH- 
su^  could  not  be  dispntfld,  especially  as  it  took  away  from 
^rieb  ^e  sieatis  of  employing  the  poor;  but  be  had'ao 
doobt  that  if  the  siipply  of  laboor  were  reduced  t>elow  &e 
demand,  whicfa  was  die  porpose  of  hig  leanied  friend's 
measure,  'th«  public  dcibt  and  taxes  would  bear  exdusiV^ 
upon  tbe  rich,  afidtbe  poor  would  be  most  inaterielly  b^ae- 
«ted.    .    ■  .   . 

'  Mf.  jtf.  A.  Tayloi-  bigUy  eulo^Ked  the  pritfciple  and 
tesdoicy  of  his  learned  friend's  proposition,  wbibb  be  bad 
no  doubt  would  be  (iroihiclive  ofgTeat  good.  ' 
'"  lAave  was  given  to  luring  in  tbe  bill,  whi<^  Mr;  S.  ac 
oordingly  breagbt  in.  Reed  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read' a' second  time  on  tbe  S4tb,  and  to  be  printed. 

ik.'BiTch  presented  a  petition  from  tbe  obQrcbwardMie 
and  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mai^s,  Binningbam, 
aga^^t' tbe  Poor- Relief  Bill. 

On  thepetition  being,broagbt  up,  '         - 

'  '  Mr.  Scarlett  (ya  reply  to  a 'question  of'Mr.  fienial)8aid 
He  bad  no  hesitation  in  stating,  tiiat  if  be  found  tbe  general 
diHpssitkln  of  ParlifOnent  in  bis  fatooT,  he  wotdd  prsM^  the 
(Wactment  of  the  Mil.  At  tiie  same  time,  be  bad  no  inten- 
tten  of  hurrying  it  througb  (he  Hodae.  He  confessed  that 
fW  Approval  of  the  measure  was  mucb  more  geoeral  than 
he  at  first  had  reason  to  expect.  Perhaps  it  ftronld  be  sa- 
tisfeottHTy  to  those  honourable  inemb^s  who  'toB($n^ed'%ith 
'hiBi  o«  UflM-measnre  to  ^LWy*  tb:at  (if  the  multiitide'of  mm- 
mnnications  which  be  had  received  from  different  plaices, 
the* '^t^ei'- mass  of  3ibm  wet«  decidedly  ia  tts  fttvour. 
(H«ai-1  ibeirl)  -  lliis  *Hi*>HMe«Hyeflconra^ediiMnt*  jkw- 
eefedt  he-VfliuM  AM,  ^fei-efore,  d'elay  the  biil,.«io«ig*tW'4y 
-no  ikeims  meant-to  'pnab  ifcftrward.  He  would  ^e'  that 
opportunity  of  stnting,  for  the  information  of  many  'getitte- 
tMO  dwB'pre^t;  that  a*  th«'  seedndreoding  stood  fo^bat 
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«ifht,J^c  yfo^,  if  tbe  odier  bMii|M4raUq\fQd.liii9  to  dt>  in, 
brag  OQ  tlie  discoGsioa  in  a  short,  timsj  if  set,  be  wonld 
^ove,  tb^t  the  bill  be  read  a  secoad  time  pro  forma,  poat- 
ja^tung  tb» ducuMi^Q  to  a  fatare  period. 

J#r,  Jen/dnMn  obaerved  th(4  th^  thanks  of  tbe.Hoiue  and 
4w  coOQtJcy  were  d«e  to  tbe  boQpnrable  and  Uamad  Mea)- 
.b^r  {Mf-  i$tVEMriaU)  foe  Wving  iatr«taoed,  tbM  bill,  Tbe 
poor-rates  bad  g«t  to  such  a  pitch  at  present,  that  itww 
iiapoaNbt^  is  go  ob  muob  k>i^«r  Vitii  th«  pics^t  sj>lem. 
Tbe  bi}l  bftd  bjs  deeid^  evf^Mirt,  4a4  ba  Bkoa(d  be  glEid  to 
contribute  all  jn  bis  power  to,sB|iipMt  it. 

Mr.  Cakraf^  said,  that  tbe  hoaoDfable  aad  learned 
MeHiber  (Mr.  St^l^tt)  d^<^i:ved  himsetfi  if  be  tbooght 
tbe  bill/ Biiet  with  geiltecal  ctsviineBce  o«t  of  doon<  It 
was  expected,  in  several  great  towns  with  wbich  bo  was 
acqaaiat^d,  tbatthe  billaroald  not  be  pressed  this  sessioni 
and,  therefoiy  it  va^,  tbat  the  iababfttaAts  oi  thofe  placei 
did  not  expr^M  tfwii  se^tiwents  witb '  r^^peot .  tw  tJt«  iq^ 
sure-  If  bis  honourable  and  learned  Hfieod  sb^ald  ^iei6 
tbe  bill,  be  (Mr.  Calcraft)  woi^  cartaii^y  f«el  it  his  dat;r 
to-^te  tfae  AbjflctioBS,  wlM«h  appealed  to  bim  to  be 
.  againat  it.  He  wMild  mggnatk  to  bi»  booeofable  friend  to 
let  tbe  clMnes  of  .tbe  biU  bie  prinM  and  clicalated  tbrongb 
the  country.  Tbe  oooatry  woidd  tbei  express  their  <^ 
nions,  and  his  bouonrabl«  amd  ]{earned  friend  wonld  Iwre 
.  aa  opportunity  of  making  those.  aiaen4iaQ«ts, .  \ritboBt  which 
he  did  not'tbink  tbe  iseasqie  oonU  be  carried. 
.  He.  IiOU^  ssi4i  t^  in.  tbe  county  (Warwit^)  wbioh  ke 
-ntpfeHented,  great  dis^pi^atiw  «isted  afaiaat  scveril 
.dtavtes  of  t^  biU.  .  : 

..  Jj^  L^iAart,  a^d,  tbat  be  wi^ed  to  knQi;  wbeAwit 
was  tbe  iatentioB  of.  the  honourabI«  Mwiber  ^  pre«s  tfce 
bill  doWng  the  present  aeasios,  H«  ee«t«Med,  4i»t -w- 
der  thepr*4<nt  system,  tbe  pooif^nutes  ooold  not  \»ififi^ 
totdly  cwrwted. 

Jlfr.  i>.  Brmmu  ami,  ttat  ^  a«i4 wt  qf  ^m,  fmt'»-nt» 
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«W  Vtsly  aitttml&i.  Tb«y  {attoasMd  to  a  iaitt  iS  j^ttHIL  U 
WU  ii«(tesMT;'  f«e  MryUg  66  fb«  firpbitei  St  tB«  Ihi/Otk 
(SoteF&meDt  on  Ute  at)G«sSib&  of  fh^  latcj  KHfg>  Ifs 
f«ftd4f  thai  #at«aK  s'oHHftbiUg  'this  doM  t6  stop  tb«  eT^ 
ttaC  tfat!'  mtift  pt&p^  «f  th«  coofltfy  «oidd  tdtMMtely  M 
tiben  oOt  of  the  kahfh  ef  ^  iiiMfcat  Jttoprietotti. 

Mr.  F.  PdliUltr  «Mteitd«d  AM  ifl  9«V(^al  IntfMMM 
(k6  ftAotf'ft-rate,  during  did  pfM^t  yetur,  hod'  be««  Ii^era^ 
in  some  places  fonr  shilling,  M  c^r  ^At«&  fiV^  sMHt^ 
I*  the  poond  *. .  Whia  &e  hA^  been  Ifttely  ib  tbe  cotltatrjr, 
be  did  not  meet  vitb  a  single  person  who  was  not  ^W- 
^ed  fd'  9itp[k>rt  &«  prfMi^e  df  the  MB,  thongk  tbe;^  did 
iWt  «feft  ftitit  It   sltDol^  b«  tlPMB^   daring  Ot*'  JiriHnAiA 


JKr.  ^lA'fef  f  said,  tIMt  if  tli«  sBbf  Mt  hlA  ftot  fi^t^ilfl|f 
klM«brd«|:ht  fln^  (^  eMtitdtrtiSendf  ru-litttaeHt  aWd 
fBte  pnKlic,  he  WMild,  lid  dedbt,  llilV«  K««fe  dloW  retOfU 
MAMde  to  thtf  iriAh-  of  sAUiO  6f  Ri»  fH^Ms,  ttf  ^oMj^lHM 
Atf  biH.  Bat  a»  a6'  {tlHnt^  df  t^  bl#  bOd  fM<iMiMfy 
fe««fi  dtM4Hsei$  ifi  Uttf  ^MiSfr,  ^  fa^  foflltd  ffM*  IMMs 
dbpcMd  fd  ftGdf^ffttt  tft^ttettHM-^;  h(i  cttttt^  SM  It&iW- 
«m  Sh'  pastpthilV^  IC  iTith  f^spet^  U  the  4njtf:^flintt 
ftWtt  gr8«-  IWWift^  Be*  #Wf  |irg(hrfS<l  fo  he«  dBjAsfidWf, 
tlMi«^-  fte  thtid^  fl%'  W«M  fdWAded  hi  iMt :  it  WU*. 
However,  Ute  ifiteMkit'  t«'  ItibWdMc^  a  dhms^  iU-  Ae^  bHI( 
fbf  tbtr  ^W^^IV  4tf  pWVMIhg  ttWtMdy  ftg^HM  &iepiy^ 
iMotUtA  iVHd^#cffV«  itttbtif^JielMe  a^rdi^tOMyiiy'gy^ 

l4if  0bj«c«  tena^^  vfug  iim  m  msi^  tti  \irWbr  flit!  iMcb 

«-  W  ^^miW  fk»  «M«  cSlMififW  of  tWft'  |MWr:   AMI 


♦  Tliisis'idrfQskttf.    shifts' hft.wfafibrfilortSflSlli';  bgcaoMdJi 
pItUv  IMrf  Ite^  rdntW;' fcW' tKe*  «Vll  HW  fiWH#d;  inS  ir'iJli 
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V^  •  GfiH^RAI.  .JNTROQUGTION. 

be  poq^oped  to,  the  next  session,  he  had  no  doubt  but 
^t  l^me  «ho  h^d  ao  interest  in  keeping  up  existing  . 
abvses,-  woold  attempt  to  raise  an  opposition  to  &e  bill. 
He  4id  not  fear. that  opposition;  but  be  certainly  did  not 
iKlsh'  to  covet  it; .  Wlien  it  Vaa  ocmsidered  that  the  sum  of 
j^5bO,000  a  year,  was,  on- account  of  the  poor-rateB,  ex- 
ploded in  :litigation  alone,  '■  the  Hoose  Tould.  not  be  at  a 
to^s  to'see,  that'  a  multitude  of  persons  had  a  persoaal 
interest  in  opposing  the .  b3l. 
;  The  petition  vas  then;  brought  bp,  and.  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

'  Mr.  Scarlett  mise  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the 
Pctor-Reli^  Bill.  '  He  said  be  did  not  intend  to  accom- 
pany  the  measure  in  that  stage  with  any  matter  of  detail; 
bnt  he  bad,  in  presenting  the  bill  in  its  simpler  state,  re- 
served ,  to  himself  the  opportunity  of  offering  certaia 
claoseB,  to  obviate  objei^tions  some  Honourable  Memben 
entertt^ned ^towards  it,  leaving  it. to  the  House  to  insert 
ika.  clauses  :in  the  bill,-  or  form  them  into  a  separate  ooe. 
There  were  great  evils  and  various  calamities,  attendant  oo 
the.oonsideration  of  tfie  poor-lavs,  and  he  fonnd  them  to 
con»8t  in,  three  prindples.  The  first  was  the  compnlsMy 
and  unlimited  provision  for  the  poor :  the  second,  the  dii- 
trjbntion  of  that  provision  was  not  reserved  as  a  reward  for 
good  condact,  and  an  alleviation  of  the  miseries  of  sick- 
ness, old  age,  and  infirmi^,  bat  by  adminiftering  to  those 
who  preferred,  to  live  by  the  charity  of  others,  altbongb 
capaUe  of  obtaining  subsistence  by  their  own  exertioiii' 
The.tbird,  was  the  principal  source  of  the  evils  of  wbick 
Iw  oonqilfuaed,  and  that  was  tbe  restraint  which  now  ex- 
isted- on  the-  &ee-  circulation  of  labour.  (Hear !)  Tbe  iu- 
mer,  finding  that  he  was  called  on  to  pay  heavy  poor-rates, 
.  resorted  to  tiie  practice  of  d&iuoishiag  the  wages  of  k- 
bour. ,  They  thought  it  best  to  pay  only  to  men  wb»  ha^ 
f^lies  which  must  reoeive.  a  certain  sqm  from  the  pariiht 
and  allowed  them  such  wi^es  as  would  barely  allow  lbe« 
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1o  exist.  The  farmer  said,  if  the  parish  pay  5*.,  and  hb 
«oald  get  hiH  work  done  for  Or.,  why  §hoidd  he  give  mate 
'than  9s.  ?  '  The  unmarried  man  was  conaequently  redtldHt 
to  this  conditioi),  that  he  must  etiter  into  competition  wiA 
the  other,  and  innst  go  -without  entployment  unless  hh 
worked  for  the  same  wages.  Thus  the  poor  man  who  was 
working  almost  lus  blood  oat,  liad  only  before  him  the  me^ 
tancholy  prospect  of'  terminating  his  life  in  a  workhouse-^ 
he  had  no  refuge.  How  different  was  such  a  man;  in  pbint 
of  moral  Existence  and  affinity  to  the  state,  from  liiin  wM 
was  enabled  to  make  some  acquisitions  of  piloperty  by  hbt 
own  labour,  and  to  lay  up  for  his  oM  ag^  an  Independeiit 
provision.  In  every  point  of  view,  mora},  political,  'an<i 
religious,  the  man' who  hoped  to  lay  by  something  froiti  idk 
own  earnings,  was  more  valuable  to  society,  and  to  him- 
self, than  be  who  was  doomed  to  present  labour,  and  pro- 
spective  wretchedness,  without  any  hope  whatever,  &c,  &c; 
1^  R.  WlUon  said,  be  felt  it  an  anxious  and  painful 
dnty  to  oppose  his  honourable  and  learned  friend.  Hebe-  ' 
lieved  that,  like  himsdf,  he'consnited  the  interests  antf 
lights  ef  thepoor;  but  though'  they  both  had  a  conmoiii 
object,  they-difia^  as  to  the  means.  He  then  sard,  tiiat 
lie  could  not  agree  to  abrogate  the  statute  of  Queen  EU- 
zabeth.  He  considered  Ibat  statute  tint  Magna  Charts  of 
the  poor.  (Hear !.  hear !)  Justice  Blackstone  had  dedareA 
that  it  was  founded  on  the  first  principles  of  soeiety.  He 
d^recated  stronglythe  notion  of  discouotenancing'  mar- 
ri^es  among  thb  poor,  as  likdy  to  b«  productive  of  vice 
and  immoraUty ;  ^kod  he  declared,  in  conclusion,  that  he 
would  not  vote  for  thereduction'df  thefunds  for  the  potir,' 
imtil.every  unnecessary  charge  in  the  public  expenditure 
was  removed,  ' 

Mr.  F,  Jjeviia  could  not  refrain  from  saying  a  'few  words 
on  that  part  of  the '  gallttni  General's  ipeeidi,  inwhichhe' 
■eemed  to  '  cobaider  the  Statute  of '43d  EU^bethaii  thd 
Jfagna  Gluirta  of  the  poor,  and'  the  paHAdinia  "of "tii^ir 
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Mi  WW  '«lw*  ^  ^f^p  »°t  pwfet^f  jiMiM  in  ww?4«e, 

MWr^Ung  tft  t})s  <}«]iUftd  of  ttte  tii^e,  qr  ^m  tMeieA  Tisw 

«^i}a;^o.9  va#  tfae  sepprity  which  it  g^¥e  to  ttU  pwsooi,  ip 
titfi  effifpyiB*at  »f  whaf^ver  property  ^i/bj.  t94  ^pquir^,  iv 
boffiMtfy  CflJP?  by.  It  pa#  oMgfly  ^d  TatQ  to  set  up  wy 
flftw  pnflPH>lp  'P  one  of  fight,  If  it  conld  he  flbere  th»t 
ttn  priiiqflle  of  tl)9  poOTtl»wa  ffW  »ptv«F»¥9  «f  4wt  ^ 
.^rJfic^  IWPflrty  T«  PJ(^i?ctpd,  tl}^  i|  wp%ia  be  9«iilffVt 
1})^  sq^  W  f^ta^Q^if  t  pqnpipfe  QVg^t  ^t  i;^  be  *Il9we4  to 
pllfva^.  fjjp  .w^AHJnirof  tlm  ^tat^to  4^  ]piza1wth,  m9M 
tfl  ii#flt  pflismilfpiry  ^abwiF,  |>y  v«y  sif  BAWtWOi^  »(  to 

<H^  t|)H^  hftt  i»  tflft  WtHfQ  pf  gj-ring  tfa*  pOW  p^rspHl 

^  ^j-f  flfiftm^(pl)?«Ted,  ^^Miegfra^t^Uy^l^^eiiwir- 
lftW^  «fas,  til»t  it  rf^HlffiVtA  IJjp  PWEBtwdqflWfleptMllHI 

fjjj^riflr,  m^  m^  biw  w»  ft^y***  n^teJi,  ti^  h«4  gn 

ShlRfit «?  S«flPiffl«  pr<«*^»  W  Wiflftiniag  a  cJiawiter  iq 
fPfl^tj.     Ilat  al*hongh  that  w^s.  a  gi|^  evil,  yft,  by  it* 

¥jr^^  All  ^.  gpQT-  Tt^«  WW4  tw  IJittte  diHtht,  tbftt  iC 
^  ¥*ifitfflg  pwr'teWS  ■*?W^  ««,ddpKjy  )«pcFf))«A,  1;^  pITa^ 
Tfppld  l>^  ,g?neMFf|l  s^v^^op.  %.  ^l*, 

JtP*-  (^our^^l^^  tjiqi^ht  it  d^^hie,  th^t,  tfae  bill  ^v^l/i 
IP  0  ft  cwnfljltt^^  aii4  I'mV'f'.  tbQ  fl»p4i6c«ti«?ns  w^h 
t^  hwoqra^le  ^4  l^^n^  GeqtJeptw  P«>f»fia4  tft  V**« 
dqcQ  igtfl  Ut  Vifr  w»,  °"»4aTa,tan<Hiij,  th^  wbm  it  shmM 
etmie  D9t  ^  %i,  copiwitt^  it.  ^wlA  tie  diwRHM  ^3»  th* 
Hoiue,  &c. 

^<2.J||tf{f<«t,9Ulei;fmQ(^  tAtlt«'b^ge{i««U},  4^«pst 

em  ifipifPrt,    AA  WHtj  tiig«(  1)«  w^Wi  b>  nq  w»s  ««»• 
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mtk  tkeptwition  of  tbe  H«iMiu»kfe  Menter,  tint  the 
bMW  of  the  OettBtitatioo  >viu  tbe  -protection  of  tli«  eitfo^ 
meat  <^  property.  The  basis  of  the  Constitution  vas  the 
^olMtMfi  «f  rigbti,  utd  the  n|^t«  of  the  poor  ought  to 
Wfnwteoted  ic  woX  M  t]wae  «f  the  mh,  fto. 

Tbe  Marquis  of  Londonderry  repeated  his  gratitude  ta 
tb»  honimnibte  «Dd  Iwrned  Qentleman,  for '  having  be- 
•tow«d'4o.Auoh  of.hiB  AneMd  atteatioQ,  in  bringaigthiv 
importfinit  siAgeot  uder  the  c«HUideifitioa  of  PaHiametift^ 
.  Afr..  iSearj*ff  «aid,  be  ifaottld  hare  no  otpeotiDn  to  p» 
illt0' th«  CoHUnittee ikifOMter ,-  butasbe WM  Bot  i^epnred 
with  441  tlie  cloa^cis,  be  hoped  the  Jj^oose  witnJdoDiifmt  to 
tmA.  tfafl  bill  BisecoMd  tine  that  flight;  ^nd  to  mttt  iato 
a^tt  CofQipitt^e  oo-  MfHiday.  With  respeet  to  the  inflaenoe 
of  the  proMnt  a^f^tata  upon,  marriagee,  he  would  menlJoB 
tite  case  of  a  young  person  under  twenty,  who  paid  for  a 
Uowce  to  Iw  muried  in  one  of  the  counties,  and  went  the 
Dffitt  day  and  dcaasiid^d  relief  aad  reatdeooe  from  flie  ma- 
gubata. 

■  The  S^Il  was  then  read .« leoaad  titaeh  asd  erdcred  to  b* 
cwtomitted  oa  Monday. 

3foy  28. 

Abi-^haHttt  moviA  for  the  eomwittalof  th^  Poor- Belief 
JbAcBdment  Jc)iU,  w(th  a  view  to  propose  the  clauses  which 
)ie  had  mwtioiied   apqn  the  last  consideratioo  of  this 


:  Jbr.  JtfdRtff«W  expressed  a  hope  that  the  UoroMlGentle- 
Misn  Would  Bot  press  the  Bdoptioq- of  this  1^1  ^itbin  the 
pi«seitl  session. 
' '  Th«  olanata  prt^MMed  by  ilt.  Sew^tt  were  adopted. 

June  6. 

MfyShmieilt'^M'i^  petitianB  in  fiivoar  of  the  Poor- 
9^4f  Amsndmeat  Bill,  imm  the  pari^heii  of  St.  Pancras, 
MidfUefeit,  aadJf(Hihian,<ui  Sowes. 
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CClxiv>  OE-NERAL  INTRODUCTION. 

.The  farther  con^efUtHO  of  ^t>  Hepoitof  the'  P«0iu 
ReliefAmendmrat  Bill,  was  fixed  for  lliunday,  18th  Jnse. 

Junet.  ■■ 
•J  Mr.  Curitia  presented  a  PetltiDo. from  the pi^Mr  ^ 
Robertsbridge,  Sussex, in  favour  of  the  Poor-Rslief  Amend- 
meot  Bill. . 

-  Mr.  Hfoihotiie  preaenled  a  Petitl«ni  from  wmeiiidiiri' 
duals  in  LiTerpoo],  against  the  PoOT-Relief  Ameil&Bflrit 
BiU.  The  petition's,  be  stated,  objected  4o  all '  th« 
clanseaj  Except  that  tegnlatingthe  law  of  se'ttlemebt.  Mr. 
Hobboilse  sbid  he  feared  he  should  be  obliged  to  rllte 
E^aiest  the  bill,  his  oppwition  to  wfaieb,  Should  rat  on 
the  ground  that  forms  the  present  state  of  the  taws  against 
the  poor,  against  emigration,  against  combioaflon,  -  and 
agdinst  begging :  a  compulsory  provision  for  the' poor  Was 
rendered  necessary.  ■        ;  -•. 

Mr.  Brougham  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  H<mbar- 
able  Member  for  Westminster,  to  a  oertain  exteiit,  and 
he  was  willing  to  say,  that  if  sach  a  measure  as  ^  WU 
before  the  House,  or  anytting  like  it,  was  passed,  a  great 
alteration  would  be  necessary  in  aU.the  laWs  ooncemisg 
the  poor.  The  subject  was  attended  with  great,  though 
not  with  in  Burmonn table  difficulty.  The  system  could  not 
begin  and  end  with-  die  bill  introduoed  by  his'  honoarabfe 
and  learned  friend ;  but  there  must  be  a  Mrraspondin^ 
change  in  all  the  laws  affecting  the  poor.  There  "Was  an- 
other difficulty  with  which  the^  bill  was  attended,  which 
was,  &frt  it  would  create  two  classes  of  poor;  'for,  if  dw 
principle  of  Mr.  Malthus  was  carried  into  effect,  t&e'  ekil' 
dren  of  marriages  contracted  at  we  timp  wonldbe  «rtitled 
to  I'elief,  while  the  children  of  miirriages  contracted  at 
another  time  would  not  be  entitled  to  it.  If  tlie  principle 
of  the -bill  was  aAnitted,  it  woald  be  moSt  tyraturichil  to 
retain  the  laws  againtt  emigration,  'ooiahinfirtit>&^<4nd'fai^ 
ging.    The  present  system' of  the  poor-laws  was  osptieiaBV 
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bnih  on  the  prohit^on  to  beg.  He  threw  ont  tbese  ob- 
serralioDs,  to  show  how  many  difficolties  the  subject  was 
attended  with.  There  ou^ht,  too,  if  the  bill  was  passed, 
to  be  measnrM  of  pi^cantiMk  taken,  to  make  the  eKecnti<m 
«f  the  bill  sftfe,  as  weH  for  Ae  police  tu  the  poor.  Ifc 
was  needless  for  him  farther  to  enter  into  this  to^o;  bnt 
he  particnlwly  refened  to  the  questions  of  emigration  anA 
colonization.  On  the  latter  stibjec^  he  referred  to  a  pato- 
phlet  of  Mt.  -Herbert  SamMerBi  wbfch  conteined  mnch 
v^aUe  pTOetic«l  informatien  on  expeiimetits  th^  had^ 
beoi  made  in  Holland  and  Ireland. 

JIfr.  S.  Somrte  conoirrred  in  ^k  obMsrations  of  tlio 
honourable  and  learned  Gentleman.  He  deemed  it  a 
great  oversight,  that  by  a  clanse  at  the  end  of  the  Poor- 
Relief  SiH,  the  vegran^  laws  were  left  nntoached. 
When  the  funds  were  limited,  as  they  wonld  bb  by  die 
bill,  it  would  be  impossible  tO;  leave  them  sabjeot,  to  tlie 
nnluiited  demuids  of  magislratai.   '  ■.'■'.-  i 

Jfr.  flarftonl  observed,  that  the  dot^ne  oq  whii^  the 
alteration  of  the  poor-laws-wBs  proposed,  was  chjefly  that 
of  >  Mr.  Halthns,  -accof diifg  tx)  which,'  a  certain  quaiitity)  vS 
vice  add  miseiywBS  tiecfassary  as  a  Ghe(^  upon  (Mfii^tiaii. 
lUs  doctrine  had  beffii,"'Jn-tfaiB  dpinioif  of  many  people 
welliqn^iGed  t»  form'Ai  o^nlw '  on- thk  subject;  Bh^bd 
bytfie  rfaborate' work  lately  poMished  by  Mr.  Godwitil 
Mr.  Mtdthnit's  tJieorywas-fomided''  on  the  'iappositicn-of 
«ipid  ratio  c^  incrbase  of  popitIatiba,'''whicIl-Mr. 'Ovdwio 
btkd,  inthe  QfHnion  ofmany^  dlsprovttd*.  -     ^  '  -       ';''''  - ; 

Aftera  few  words  from 'Mr; -Qroagbam,'  '■■■ 

Mr.  Maxtp^l  obs»md,- ihAt  in '  every  partjaf  Scbtlandi 
where  nmotunery  waB-<intn)daced,'-a  eomp^ory.  provision 
had'Ibeen  found  necessa^,  and  he  "hUieved  each  a  pron-t 
siou  would  brfoBttd  necesiiarj,  ttilbmaohh^evy was  taxed  *)% . 

*  The  elahoraieimrk  latelj'  ^hAEsh^  byTHK  OoflWitf!! !""' 
■f  Marf»inerytax«i!  !!■"'    ■''      ' '  ■  '    "■    "■"''■''      '■  '■■ 
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Milxvi         skuerai.  iNmoBtrcTioH, 

IIm  Pctitiea  vu  ordered  to  bmpritU»d. 


Sir  M-  WU»9n  {H-oteotsd  *  petition  bem  Ute  fre«boldera 
sad  IsfpiiyoM  of  th«  tovsaUp  of  Mmgjftt,  (we  bidiev«)  fs 
Linoa«b»e,  agaiut  ^  Poor-Rdi^  BiQ.  Sir  B.  Wilton 
Mtrw^y  floiHueaided  tbe  luigaage  end  nrguouDU  of  tiM 
petitiop,  wfauA  lie  reeapitolMod ;  add  g«Qf]<«de4  by  obaMr- 
iMg,  that  utbrnreirM  ao  mwAk  itl«m  At  oTtr-pf^nlfition,  he 
alumld  recMBjBwad  to  the  oatwe  of  mealwra  an  ekbonte 
treatise  of  a  very  learu^4i  tboHgli  Iw  ooald  aot  segr.  ftitve, 
4inati,  be  tneaiBt  the  ''  tnodeat  frspoial"  of  P^o  Swift. 
(Hear!) 
.   The  pati^Q  WB»  read. 

Mr.  BroitgMm  wid,  be  hod  tt^«d  that  MeadMrs  wovM 
hare  ^stained  from  the  iatrodaettoD  of  lopioB,  wUchoouM 
4onopoanMegM>dtotiiepoor.  (Heorl)  TheolyeotMiui  to 
the  bill,  contained  in  the  petition,  proceeded  ape«  a 
nbtalw  very  fatal  (oft  diipatant,  the  total  aHsapprtheaiioD 
ef  the  nrgamait  to  vhioh  they  were  of^wsed.  No  one  had 
•rer  mid,  that  liie  pooi'laws  operated  b»  an  incentive  to  mar- 
riage*, batthat  they  removed  the  eheok  to  improvident  aur* 
riaga§,  which  woqM  be  oth wwiniBapplied  by  the  few  of  ^tK»^ 
htfevant  (Hear!)  Hethooghtitiuwisetoe,  A»  tlw-Mketrf' 
the  po<nr  thettselrei,  to  be  coliliiMaUy  holding  out  to  thant 
flie  doo^iae,  that  they  WMe  mtrtfafeea  apon  the  land,  aay 
prefoablemortga^eeaiforthoB^,  asthelaWBtood,  tiiia  was 
perhaps  trae,  it  noceiuucilj  had  as-operatwD  iiQunoui  to  the 
poor  tfaemselyes.  The  epemllOD  of  sach  «  syaten,  it 
needed  bo  jpecalatiat,  aa  Mr.  UAlthtu  was  r^fOHoted  to 
be,  tho^i,  in  thaae  ottjeota,  na  one  waa  more  phtia  md 
icaolicd  (hear!)  to  shew.  The  dsetriae  «f  Ur..  UiMku 
ma,  Aat  DotUuff  ana  more.pr^Bdieiat  to  the  cbtnawai^, , 
and  to  the  indiriduals  themselvei,  *tinn  that  persona,  vithont 
knowle^fe  bow  timudatan  a  fainiJiyi  i^ald  pat  tbeiavekea 
in  a  sitaation,  in  which  they  were  sure  ta  prodoata  fetnily. 
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in  this  ;  when,  ont  of  such  a  fund  ai  the  poor' B-nttva,  Htff 
V9|e  ftws  of  being  BoppUed  wiih  avpport,  vithout  rsferaice 
to  the  state  of  t)i<»  «oBBti7«  to  tb«  tipm,  and  Edmwti  b* 
migKt  say.  accocdiag  to  Um  {ffewnt  adnuaistmliw  of  the 
pmr4a««i  mtboat  asy  xeffreace  to  the  di^KMution  of  the 
iq^vMiwl  to  werk.  (JSwl  Amt!)  Theprop«ri«straiatoft 
Owmstfe  va*  t«^a  ftvay,  at  the  moaMnt  wbeft  it  ihoM 
Quorate.  Tlw  poor  were  prevented  from  thiajung  twkif^ 
vJtes  tbey  bad  to  dende  w  t^  qiwBtiea,  ^etber  th^ 
«li4«id  mwiy  «t  DOt,  It  idteiM  be  itnpreei«d  npoa  tbeiu 
iifii  U>  pnt  thetnt^rcN  in  th«  «itiMtt<m  to  est  «  ftnily. 
witbont  the  weMM  of  maiotouung.it,  <n«  aa  bad  cs  to  g« 
i^.a  iboj^  wd  buy  goedji  vitbQRt  h«mg  mama  itf  payu« 
fflr  tMk  (Hottr  I  hear  l>  lb.'  MaMiag:  had  very  iwopfirly 
mi.  tb»i  itdtpnld  be  inpnnied  t>a  the  pM{>li^  tfiat  to  nMh 
into  mwrwgq  under  sacb   «lccniwtMusM,    was  Boilbar 

bfMst  MV  IMUAio.  ' 

CMuMf  14^004  aaid^  dut  tbe  hononrabla  wid  lewved 
MMPber'ii  bUl  had  not  bad  Coir  pk^:  for,  thoagh  U  (Col,. 
Wovd!)  agHMtd  in  vbjat  Ivd  fiOlea  fnai  tlM  HQMombto 
Gentlemaa  who  bad  BpolLealaaKMr^  Bnia^bRn),lM  tiioiigbl^ 
ttttttbagNBtSoWpMiMNdbytlN  Uttof  tKeHMuwible 
Htwahw  iat  FttPiboroagb,  wu  to  fr*»  tba  poor  Avm-  lbs 
present  degraded  state  of  vassalage,  in  which,  tbey.  warn 
iHpt  ij  &•  aettlawit  iaw. ' 

Sir  J.  GFnzAoB  stated,  thai  W  hadi  raoeivad  aiawnai- 
>atin»i.fte»lhe  aoTiDtry,w)u«hantiflfi*dhiniihatwa«ty>niM» 
oak  of  a  knndred  of  ^  peofje  wwe  dacldadly  in  favoat  oi 
tlvliUrdnred  to. 

Mi>^Mmt,fi§U  said,  4at  &mm  the  wniMiiaatiaiM  aiade 
tabrnframtbatqwurtvaftfae  oomta?,  '■ifh  vUakha  vaa 
<iMiiiBi  lad,  bn  i  niiW  nnilnWIrn  tn  la;'  ninafy  ninn  nit  nf  t— 
ha&dred  of  die  people  were  decidedly  against  this  bill. 
{Hear!  hear!  hear!) 
.     Mr.  JBt>cAcorroborBta44be«bMBientof  Aelastapeaker, 
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AB-tbthatpEut  Of  the  ccWnby  which  be  had  tiie  bononr  to 


Mr.  >Scar2eH  deolaredMs  iinwiniDg:ae8B  td  eotbr  into  any 
premRtnre'diBctission  on  this  measare,  fcoi  Sec, 
'  TheiiMtitioirWasordet«d  to  lieon  thetafole.  - 
-'  iSir  i&>6erf  IFtbdn  deprecated  anydegree  of  haate  in  tin 
progress  of  this  Iheasare;  whatever  might  be,  as  he  knew, 
die  expedrtionflTy  powees  of  the  Hon&e,  fOr'it'waa  a  mea- 
9(R«  reqoiting^  the  most  deliberate,  consideration.  -  As  to 
Ae*  refnark  of  his  leaniOd  ftiend  (Mr.  Broa|^m>,  that  no 
poor  man  should  marry,  nnlesB  he  were  able  to  snpport  a 
femily,  he  agreed  id  the  principle  of  that  remark ;  bnt  H 
was  to  be-  considered,  that  a  poor  man  might  be  able  to 
support  a  family  at  the  time  he  married,  while  ia  the  very 
next  year  be  might  be  deprived  of  that  ability,  through  ft' 
new  Com  Bill,  or  some  fxirther  taxation,  enhancing  die' 
materials  of  BDbsistence.  (Hearl  hear!  hear  I)  Hie  gallant- 
officer  forcibly  commented  upon  the  exceptiMiahle  oha-- 
laeter  of  the  bill  iti  -mioos  joints  of  view,  and  espeoisSly 
in  coibpelling  a  poor  man  to  tibTet  about  in  search  of  em- 
.{^yment,-  white,  if  be  faUodih  his  search,  he  was  liable  to 
pnnishinent  under  the  Vagrftiit  Act. 
'  Mt:  Oumey  thoagbt  it  his  partioalar  doty  to  oppose'  this 
measorct  and  that  the  pauiag  of  it  wonld  be  a  fl^ntnl  aot 
of'inSBiiity*. 

Mr.  Scarhlt  agreed,  that  if  amearare  wwe  nnftt  for 
diBcafliicn,  it  was  imfit  to  be  broogbt  forward.  Bat-  be 
otgected  to  ntifoandedii  observatioaB  or  pr^dioed  state- 
ments. He  woald  not  have-  tbe  priociple  or  provlsiaHB 
of  the  bill  misrepresemted  to  the  country.  Hia  gaUaat 
frimid  was  quite  in  error  with  rtspect  to  the  oharacter  of 
this  measure ;  but ,  he  would  not  Condescend  to  cenwct 
tkat  error  fmrtlm'tbBn  to  say,  thatithe  bilttonolndnotmt 
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all  oa  the  Vagrant  Aot,  in  the  maDner  wiiioh  hia  Isanied 
friend  8ppaar«(t  to  think.  He  miut  add  alao^  tiiat  befbre  a 
gaitbman  ^mdertook  to.  anhnadvert  opon  any  meaaore,  he 
iboohleadeavouG  to  undarstand. its  principles.' 

Mr.  Mooch  «xpre«sed  liis:  dt»appiro)>Btiwi  of  Has  khr- 
aore,  wluch  he  thought  a  mere  temporiziiig  expedient,  if 
the  Corn  Bill  were  repealed^  together  .with  the  duties  upon  . 
beer,  salt,  malt,  leather,  and  other  ardcles'  in  conuaon  use, 
the  poor  oonld  afford  to  pay  for  their  own  -sapport  without 
rwotiting  to  the  pAwrratee,  and  the  poor-laws  would  die 
almost  of  themselv^.  But  while  the  poor  were  to  be  bnr- 
d Aied  and:  distretsM  as  tjiby  were  at  pcesent^  he  cdold  not 
eadarjs.  the  idea  of  snlyeatingi:them  'toany  harsh  or  re- 
stricti re  regulations.  _     '- 

:  ':Mr.  F>  Palmer  -fHAA,  that  when  this  meaanre  shbnid 
be  brought  into  discussion,  he  wonld  be  prepared  to  shew 
that  the  agricoltaral  labourers,  bad  never  received  suffiuent 
vages  to  maintain  themselves  without  resorting  to  ^ 
pftoi'i  rates. 

'-.  Sir  S.  Seeirigkt  observed,  that  the  poor*B-rate  formed 
&e  oause  f^  the  low  wages  allowed  to  agrioulturat  la- 
bourers. 

.Lord  lAntdottdeny  decliEired,  that  he  coold  not  see  the 
BiBoesaitjr  or  the  atility  of  prosecuting  this  discussion. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 

June  13. 
■  Aipetitian  agnnsttbe  poor  Laws  Amendment  Bill,  was 
.Reseated  from  Stiockport,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
toUci'BS  weBe  petitions  to  the  aam&  effect  from  Leeds, 
Huddenield,  «ad.  St.  George  the  Martyr, .  Sonthwiu-kk 
the  last  yAtitiba  contained  a  statement,  that  persons  being, 
indoeed.to  come  to^that  parish,  as  weU  as  to  other  ^parishes 
in.  the  vicnnty  of -ffae  mebropolis,  nndec  the  idea  ofgettii^ 
employment  with  advanced  wages,  these  parishes  would 
£e  subjected  to  considerable  incombrances,  should  the  pro- 
posed bill,be  aUowed  to  pasis  intoa  law.     -    • '  >  i     ■■:  • 
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cdix  GBNCKAi,  introduction:. 

''    Tln<ii^tii)ii«a»ordM«(l  tobaprlntedi 

'Me.  CUrfeu  praMnWd  a  petitioa  i>  fcMnn  of  flib  tai^ 
fie6m  tke  Mleot  rgstry  of  the  parish  of  BttDwatk.  in  Stusnc. 
Tbe  petitionen,  vith  wh«ni  the  Honoitfi^Is  Mtaiber  imU 
tballieMIy  concumd,'  farihar  ptwfed  tkat  |i6nMial  pro- 
Jierty  rni^  be-  sal^eeted  to  tiie  payffi«Ht  of  pom't-ntu 
wvett  «  pra^eity  in  Uad  or  lumfM. 

Onkved  to  fee  printed. 

/UMBO. 

Ifr.  &!a>-2M<  BMved  tbe  fivthw  oomWaiKliou  af  tte  P»ar^ 
RcKefBiU. 

ilfr.  Oukni/k  titooffht  it  wot^d  tt&d«^rftb)»  thU  tiw  U- 
bats  oa  tUs  i«p«rtaiU  uil^eot  abottll  nM  fce  f^M  Ihm 
frithont  a  chance  of  conclndinjf  it. 

A&r.  jiMrJrii  diABo4wafa1opr«u»n  ArAbatkag«bit    ' 
Ike  pleuare  of  the  Hdose. 

JMMf  iMiftrnderry  said  a  fiBirwoiid*  ia  filVev  of  Am  «g*^ 
tknaaee  of  tbe  disdOMitia. 

Jfr.  Calcraft  saw  the  necessity  of  some  mea«M«  fof  ttM 
aaMBAnMiteftlM-pMtt-tanM;  kit  hetbd  risitiwrtfaCeddiik 
Umirif  fommd  to  edj^povt  oMt  if4ki<^  ho  was  ewmfamwl; 
would  not  be  salatary  and  usefal.  He  should  attempt  hW^ 
■Aerto  ibow^  ttet  tAe  avtlst  audi  eve»  tiw  t»li>(t4*^  tt  the 
poor-laws  bodfaMBOoanAnabif  eka^tWDtcd*;  UoagblN 
owned  they  were  evAs,  andtbodgft  iKt  frit  tb*'Wifif;ht<tfthe 
'  bnadbaa;  as  to  the  remedy  now  proposed,  he  was  a  friend 
to  the^dsiphi  of  the  poM-laws  wiUdi.  wai  that  rf'iilire- 
■thotedidoaipiriBory  pwnrirfBB  for  tba  idiirf  of  tfa^  hidiy IH 
Hi*-  Itaranl  friend  woiM  ont  vp  ttlvprhniple.     Me  lIM 

» iitiiaiiHi,  whia^    aadev  bs>  «inlaniltMc«^  *«idSi  bb 

•aoseiiad.  XUav  atlaw*,  was  tte  Oidgiiial  fliHBttita*:«f 
tU»  1^1  he  had  *cnr  modfiwk  M  by  eana^oti*.  wttkik 
woiMeMiratf  talu  awa;  ita  affecfc   This  wmU  akoW  tin 


*  Th^  never  wc«  e«Bgg»mt«ii-!  Ih«y  i(Wiwrt<«ri«W«    ■ 
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House  bow  caotitmsfy  they  ilwnld  proceed,  ^en  ft  gtm- 
tfentMt  of  B9  Dutch  knowledge  m  his  leftmed  friend,  sftar 
only  a  few  dajra'  experience  of  a  moasare  he  had  pro{>OMd, 
thought  it  ne«eani7  «ktb«]y  to  diaa^e  it,  Htc  &e.* 

Sir  R-  WUaat.  M»T«d  that  the  House  ds  bow  a^jonnh 
Hr,  NoIhi  seconded  the  motian  for  w^nramfat.  Ms. 
Sotriett  had  no  olitjectisa  t»  the  ptwposition  of  hii  hosoao- 
aiAc  and  gaUant  friitnd,  for  it  wiu  his  ntvest  as  wdU  at 
his  anxious  wish,  that  the  qnestioD  should  receive  aB  po*- 


Jufyai 

Mr.^arkUta»»t  boU  he  said,  at  the.  oiaae  of  the  <es> 
■km,  to  ptess  Onff  dianission  e&  the  biH:  fadeed,  firon  tk* 
outset,  he  did  not  express  a  bope  tJiat  the  hdl  woidd  be 
•airieS  tbioagk  the  HooM  Uiet  seasion^  He  would  not 
entea  at  present  into  ai^  diicnsiriaB  whidisTer,  fantvoaM 
mervfl.  hknself  fbr«£uthdr  opportUBity  tv  aanrer  the  ar- 
j^anNbts  tkat  had  beeti  urgnd  agaiiurt  the  bil.  -  Ik  wouU, 
is.  farticn)*r,  be  msceaaiay  for  htm  to  bmab  up  his  law,  is 
•Rd«r  to  meet  Un  oppesitioK  •£  hithoBoaiaUe  aad  gaifanC 
&iead.  &it  B.  Wilaett)^  WlwOwr  1^  WMld  meet  i* 
pnyate  owttaet,  of  odkerwu%  be  hepad  his  linniiiwiihh 
•ad  gaOaaC  friend  wenbi  not  pret*  more  fortuliale  thnk  he 
«o^  toi  b»  He  (SLa.  SoariaM)  was  aware  tbat  iMieh  had 
beeai  written  in'.oDder  tondkune  the  public  nind  «n  tlfs 
sdigeeti  Sor  hinarif,  he  would,  say,  that  his  atteiltiaa  bad 
bcNfl  dkoola^.tQ  tha  stale  of  tiae  poor-lawa  for  Hie  iMt 
thirty  years,  and  he  always  was  of  opinion  thattlMy  w«re 
•vs,  motb  i^vnmm  ta  tiie  ciHnlQiaBt^,  aod  meat  opptes- 
a^ettoitke- ^oaik'  He  thoo^  they  w«ie  lews  wbith' west 
to  degrade  the  Uvm  ellnaeK'  He  wkbdnnr  tkw  bill  fin- 
HtB  pnaBOMi-iutt  he  pti^Maed  oeEt  maritai' to  renew  Ae 
measure.     He  would  not  pledge  himself  to  words,  bat  in 
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pnnciple  itw(yii[d  be  subiteatiiM]'  tii&aanie.  *  if  he  should 
meet  the  same  aort  of  support  which  he  had  received,  he 
.would  propose  airatber  biU  for  greater  discrimination.  he>- 
tireen  tiie  moral  claims  of  -persons  seeking  for  relief,  and 
jGvT' the  purpose  of  checking  the  espeaujitare,  which  was 
jiow  a  sabject  of  general  cUmplaint.  He  should  ^sopro- 
^osei  Ihat'thefathers  of  families  should  be  no  longsr  bal- 
loted for  the  militia,  bat  that  single  men  shoald  be  com* 
petied  to  serve. 

iStV  R.  Wilson  said,  that  when  the  menare  sboold  be 
bronght  forward,  he  wu.uld  oppose  it  every  inch.  In  order 
4a. qualify  himself  to' meet  the'  threatened  odvtett  witili  hU 
koDOurabU  and' teamed  friemi;  'he  would  sit  down  to  atndy 
Uack  letter  daring  the  aommer.'  (A  laugh.) 
'  .Mr.  H.  Oumty  said,  he  hoped  the  faonoomble  and 
Uamed  gentleman  >  would  duly  consider  the  state  of  tiie 
poor-laws. before  he  attempted  to  interfere  with  tjbem<  He 
«oaId  not  help  thinking  that  the  principle  «f  the-  bill  was 
jl)snrd  and  injurious.  The  object  (tf  the  bill  was  to  pre-  ' 
vent  marriages :  it  wait  ontheTimoas  principle  laid  dewB 
Joy  Mr.  Maltfans — a  pmdple  whii^  was  against  the  laws  of 
nature,  and  which,  if  acted  on,  would  not  leave>  an  Eng- 
lishman to  till  the  groond  which  maintained  his  forefathers*^ 
He  hoped  that  tlie  Hoose  woald  not  be  insulted  by  any  of 
3Ir.  Malthos's  friends  attempting  to  force  upon  them  the 
adoption  of  his  system.  A  violent  attempt  to  sobvertdie 
)i0Dr-Jaws,  was'more  worthy  of  araving  madman  thena 
legislater.  . 

J>r.  XusAtnyfon  said,  that  if  he  tfabnghttbebUl  weRtto 
WterGtrelwitbtke  real  comforts  Qf  the  poor,  be«enld  not 
jgiivci!itihis!8^port';  bufhelooked  apoathe  bill  as  a  me«- 
SM^  Ukdyto t&iaoTie ikn cakwes..of  tbeir degradation,  and 


,      *  Hear !  hear !  again.     How  melancholy  n  it  to  think  of  a 
Member  of  Parliameot'  epMiiog'  d»s ! 
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to  [H^mote  tlieir  real  independence.  The  hcHtoarable 
Membw  had,  said  that  the  bill  was  ameasme  to  prevent 
marriages :  it  was  no  anch  thing :  it  nas  a  bill  to  take  away 
undue  encoaragement  to  improvident  marriages. 

Mr.  F.  Palmer  rose,  when 

Mr.  Scarlett  said,  that  he  had  avoided  all  argument  on 
tlie  measure,  and  he  thought  it  unfair,  after  he  bad  waved 
his  right,  tor  honourable  gentlemen  to  open  a  debate, 
and  to  misrepreaent  tbe  principles  and  objects  of  the  bill. 
He  might  be  assimilated  to  a  madman,  but  the  honour- 
able Gentleiuan  liimself  was  an  abhorrer,  and  an  abhorrer 
conid  not  reason. 

Mr,  GiirMy  assured  the  honourable  and  learned  Gentle- 
man that  he  did  not  mean  to  betray,  even  in  appearance, 
a  want  of  courtesy  to  him. 

Mr.  F.  Palmer  considered  the  poor-laws  as  the  char- 
tered rights  of  the  poor,  and  hoped  the  House  would 
(muse  before  it  consented  to  touch  them,  and  inquire  sen. 
ously  into  tbe  condition  of  the  labouring  classes. 


Here'we  have  before  us  the  collective  wisdom 
of  Parliament,  upon  the  most  important  question 
which  Parliament  can  discuss  and  decide;  and  this 
■wisdom,  now  collected  together,  does  not  amount 
to  much.  The  record,  nevertheless,  is  valuable. 
It  might  furnish  matter  for  a  volume  of  reflection  ; 
bM,t  iu  malting  remarks,  I  shall  be  brief,  and  my 
(jesire  for  brevity  has  already  induced  me  to  dis- 
pose of  part  of  the  wisdom  by  means  of  foot- 
notes. 

May  I  ask  if  any  one  of  the  above  speakers  ever 
served  the  office  of  overseer  of  the  poor,  or  ever 
regularly  attended  vestry  meetings  for  the  ad- 
justment of   parish  business?    1    su«pect,   there 
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is  a  want  of  practical  knowledge  in  this  way. 
Moat  of  them,  no  doubt,  have  sat  on  ti^e  bench, 
and  attended  circuit  courts,  so  as  to  have  abun- 
dant knowledge  of  poor-law  litigation;  and  of  this 
Mr.  Scarlett  has  produced  an  edifying  estimate. 
He  has,  in  this  way,  it  would  seem,  studied  the 
poor-laws  for  30  years ;  but  a  tenth  part  of  that 
time,  farming  io  Wiltshire  (where  the  system  is 
most  complete,  and  the  poor  most  enslaved),  and 
being  obliged  to  do  parish  duties,  would  have  pro- 
bably given  him  still  more  valuable  experience — 
much  more  insight  into  the  nature  of  the  system, 
and  better  lessons  for  improving  or  abolishing  it. 

But  let  us  adhere  to  what  is  before  us;  and  let 
me  ask  if  there  was  ever  any  thing  so  monstrous 
of  its  kind  as  Mr.  Scarlett's  leading  proposal  to  fix 
a  maximutn  of  rates,  it  is  an  inslilt  to  common 
sense,  and  all  that  concerns  principle.  Had  Mr. 
Gumey  alluded  solely  to  this,  there  would  have 
been  no  great  impropriety  in  his  language.  It  is 
more  than  monstrous  ;  it  is  indeed  akin  to  raving 
madness,  in  as  much  as  it  was  totally  uncalled  for. 
The  Bill  is  termed  the  Poor-Relief  Bill ;  and  if 
there  is  relief,  it  must  flow  out  of  the  poor  being 
freed  from  that  necessity  which  creates  enormous 
poor-rates.  Nobody,  I  think,  but  a  lawyer  could 
have  had  the  face  to  make  such  a  proposal.  When 
I  spoke  of  the  "  minimum  of  misery," — the  gallon 
loaf,  and  threepence  a  week ; — and  wished  Eng- 
lish labourers  to  look  sharp,  lest  that  should  be 
frittered  down,  I  little  thought  that  the  mtntmum 
might  be  sunk  by  means  of  a  maximum :  but  we 
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may  now  let  the  proposal  drop,  as  it  met  instant 
and  successive  reprobation. 

Mr.  Scarlett's  second  proposal  is  rational  enough^ 
hating  all  consideration  of  the  one  thing  need- 
ful— the  education  of  the  poor,  and  an  opportHnity 
for  their  acquiring  property  and  civil  rights.  Mr. 
Scarlett  would  take  from  the  poor  their  premium 
for  idleness,  and  give  them  nothing  in  return. 
The  poor  are  now  quit  of  all  care  :  war  or  peacej 
— plenty  or  scarcity,  are  the  same  to  them;  and 
in  this  changeful  world,  it  is  no  small  blessing  to 
be  free  from  cares  dependent  upon  these.  The  poor 
are  now  independent  thus  far;  and  the  land  is  un- 
questionably mortgaged  for  their  support — for  the 
cootinuance  of  their  blessings.  I,  of  all  men, 
reprobate  the  system:  nobody  has  more  steadily 
kept  it  in  view  as  a  national  curse;  but  the  landed 
interest  is  bound  to  pay  its  charges,  and  they 
should  be  glad  indeed  to  get  rid  of  the  obligation 
on  liberal  terms. 

Mr.  Scarlett  would  have  the  landed  interest 
reap  advantage  gratis}  and  this  too  is  the  wish  of 
Mr.  Mattbus.  No,  say  I  :  six  millions  a  year, 
which  you  are  bound  to  pay  out  for  the  support  of 
idleness,  may  be  purchased,  out  and  out,  for  mere 
liberality ;  and,  without  liberality,  you  shall  not  get 
clear.  Two  millions  a  year,  the  remaining  part  of 
the  whole  amount  of  poor-rates,  might  be  made 
quite  sufficient,  before  the  end  of  five  years,  to 
defray  all  costs  in  supporting  the  impotent  and 
old,  besides  educating  the  children  of  the  poor. 
Be  liberal,  only,  and  this  charm  shall  be  wrought. 
s  3 
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My  plan  of  furnishing  land  to  the  pdwr,  either 
to  the  full  extent  with  commons,  or  to  half  the 
extent  with  gardens  only,  would  pay  its  way :  it 
would  cost  nothing  but  the  expenses  of  the  act  of 
parliament  which  gave  it  being,  and  authority  to 
proceed.  With  this  plan  adopted,  all  minor  mut- 
ters would  be  easily  settled:  the  v/oni  maximum 
would  then  be  foi^otten,  even  as  a  reproach  to 
Mr.  Scarlett;  and  the  mightiest  evil  which  he 
complains  of,  the  law  of  settlement,  would,  of 
itself,  disappear. 

Mr.  Brougham  seems  to  eye  Mr.  Scarlett's  Bill 
with  contempt;  and  any  child  is  entitled  to  do 
so;  but  Mr.  Brougham,  I  suspect,  would  blink 
the  one  thing  needful:  he  does  indeed  raise  a  reek' 
about  matters  of  no  importance  comparatively. 
He  speaks  of  the  subject  being  "  attended  inM 
great  difficulty,"  and  points  to  "  the  laws  against 
emigration,  combination,  and  begging ;"  but 
what  would  all  these  be,  were  the  people  edu- 
cated, and  had  they  a  chance  of  gaining  property 
aed  civil  rights  <  £very  difficulty  would  dis- 
appear before  these  benefits  granted  to  the  poor; 
a»d  if  these  are  not  granted.  Parliament  may 
debate  till  doomsday  without  removing  the  great- 
est national  evil,— the  wretched  system  of  Eng- 
lish poor-laws. 

Mr.  Scarlett  speaks  of  the  "  intention,"  of  the 
49d  of  Elizabeth  ;  and  Sir  Robert  WiUon  calls  that 
statute  the  Magna  Charta  of  the  poor ! !  The 
43d  of  Elizabeth  laid  the  foundation  for  all  the 
present  mischief,  equally   the  curse  of  poor  and^ 


^n,g,t,7i.dt,G00glc 


GENERAL  INTRODUCTION.  Cclxxvii 

rich.  The  4;Jd  of  Elizabeth  was  framed  in  an  un* 
lucky  hour,  and  from  false  notions  of  policy. 
After  the  suppression  of  monasteries,  and  the 
seizure  of  church  property,  which  had  for  ages  ted 
multitudes  of  poor,  and  was,  indeed,  by  law,  in 
great  part  expressly  intended  for  that  purpose, 
swarms  of  indigent  and  idle  persons  spread  them- 
selves over  the  country,  and  induced  legislators  to 
provide  for  them  by  this  statute..  Great  as  the 
necessities  of  the  poor  were  undM  circumstances, 
at  that  time,  much  better  would  it  have  been  to 
have  left  nature  to  cure  the  evil.  The  act  of  Eli- 
zabeth provided  work  for  the  industrious,  and  pri- 
sons for  the  idle;  but  all  should  have  been  left  to 
their  shifts,  save  the  old  and  impotent;  there  isno 
cure  so  good  as  hunger  for  idleness, 
-  Similar  causes,  soon  after,  introduced  poor-laws 
into  Scotland.  By  an  act^of  James  VI.  indigent 
children  were  bound  to  work  for  masters  till  past 
-thirty  years  of  age,  and  afterwards  this  law  was  ra- 
tified with  additions  by  the  Scotch  Parliament  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.  empowering  masters  of 
manufactories,  with  the  advice  of  magistrates,  to 
seize  vagabonds  and  idle  poor  persons,  to  employ 
them  in  their  works,  and  exact  of  parishes  sums 
of  money  to  assist  in  their  training  and  mainte- 
nance for  three  years,  and  after  that  to  retain  them 
seven  years  in  service  for  meat  and  clothes. 

It  was  also  enacted,  by  the  Scotch  Parliament, 
that  overseers  of  the  poor  should  be  appointed  by 
justices  of  the  peace;  and  that  poor  children,  and 
vagabonds,  and  idlers,  should  be  taken  hold  of,  and 
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tDBtructed  to  fine  and  mix  wool,  spin  worsted,  and 
knit  stockings.  In  Scotland  all  this  officious  le- 
gislation did  little  harm,  for  education  was  intro- 
duced, and  completely  did  away  the  necessity  for 
its  operation.  In  the  year  l5lti,  au  Act  of  Council 
6rst  established  schools,  and  this  was  afterwards  rati- 
fied and  improved  by  the  first  Scotch  Parliament  of 
Charles  I.  It  is  truly  worthy  to  mark  this. 
The  Scotch  became  enlightened,  and  got  out  of 
the  bondage  of  their  poor-laws.  The  English  were 
kept  in  ignorance,  and  at  last  fell  victims  to  un- 
thrifty benevolence  and  mistaken  notions  of  policy. 
For  any  thing  I  can  see  in  the  debates  before  us, 
there  seems  a  strange  confusion  of  ideas  with  re- 
gard to  the  rights  of  the  pocNr ;  and  I  question  if 
Sir  Robert  Wilson,  who  has  set  himself  forward  as 
the  champion  of  these  rights,  has  very  clear  no- 
tions of  the  prize  for  which  he  is  to  contend.  His 
calling  of  the  43d  of  Elizabeth  the  Magna  Charta 
of  the  poor,  j  ustifies  suspicion.  The  effect  of  tax- 
ation too,  is,  I  suspect,  but  indifferently  under- 
stood by  some  of  the  orators,  particularly  as  it  af- 
fects the  poor  of  England.  Were  taxation  reduced 
to-morrow,  1  know  of  no  change  for  the  better  that 
it  would  make  in  the  condition  of  the  poor  labonrers 
of  England,  subjected  to  slavery  by  the  system 
of  the  poor-laws.  That  taxation  is  now  out  of 
bounds,  and  that  the  evil  is  greatly  a^ravated  by 
the  wretched  policy  pursued  by  our  present  minis- 
ters, is  too  obvious.  The  distress  of  the  labouring 
classes  of  Scotland  i*  too  good  proof  of  that,  though 
vre  had  DO  other;  but  to  the  poot  of  £ngland  it 
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makes  do  difference  whatever.  Mr.  Cobbett,  who 
launcbed  forth  into  very  free  remarks  on  these  de- 
bates on  the  poor-laws,  and  sees  through  the  whole 
system  as  clear  as  any  body,  has  continually  bawled 
out  against  taxes  and  paper-money  being  the  sole 
cause  of  misery.  1  entirely  differ  with  him  in  this. 
I  am  not  only  a  friend  to  paper-money,  as  a  refine- 
meat  of  commerce,  and  as  it  is  the  grand  bond  for 
confidence  in  adventure, — indeed,  the  only  means 
of  extensive  dealings  among  men  ;  but  the  holding 
it  on  at  the  present  time,  I  do  consider  a  matter  of 
sacred  impwtance  to  the  interests  of  the  poor  of 
England,  in  procuring  for  them  a  gradual,  genuine, 
and  valuable  deliverance  from  their  present  state 
of  degradation. 

Mr.  Cobbett  somewhere  asks,  "  what  rational 
man  expects  reform  without  a  blowing-up  of 
papCT-money  ?  "  1  am  certain  that  Mr.  Cobbett  is 
not  more  keen  for  reform  than  myself.  I  have 
rationally  weighed  the  question  of  paper-iuoney, 
ftnd  these  are  my  opinions.  H  the  blowing-up 
of  paper-money  would  blow  upborough-mongering 
alone,  much  should  i  rejoice  to  see  the  explosion  ; 
but  if  such  blowing-np  would  set  loose  the  poor 
of  England  from  all  restraint  before  their  present 
habits  were  improved,  and  before  the  rancour 
which  ha»  been  generated  between  them  and 
their  masters  was  allayed  and  forgotten,  God  pre- 
vent every  thing  like  such  blowing-up.  It  bas 
for  many  years  been  my  decided  opinion,  that  a 
vfell-modified  property-tax  wohW  at  once  secure 
to  u0  all  tbe  advantage  of  paper-nroncy,  and  rid  us 
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of  every  disquietude  as  to  its  proving  our  ruin. 
Without  recurreoce  to  this,  our  risks  are  great 
indeed. 

Mr.  Scarlett  has  declared  it  to  be  his  wish  "  to  im- 
prove the  moral  condition  of  the  poor.*'  This  is  the 
grand  point  for  the  poor  and  for  the  nation.  He  is 
to  resume  his  endeavours  next  session ;  and  I  hare 
to  hope  that,  by  that  time,  he  will  give  atteotion  to 
themeansof  attaining  his  object.  His  "attention," 
he  says,  "  has  been  directed  to  the  state  of  the  poor- 
laws  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and  he  always  was  of 
opinion  that  they  were  laws  most  injurious  to  the 
community  and  most  oppressive  to  the  poor."  I 
have  devoted  unc^asiag  attention  to  the  poor-laws 
for  twenty-one  years,  i  have  not.  only  said,  but 
done  J  and  I  am  as  sure  as  that  I  am  in  existence, 
from  much  experience  and  practical  knowledge, 
that  if  Mr.  Scarlett  does  not  greatly  improve  upon 
his  principle  of  last  session — greatly  enlarge  his 
views  of  the  subject  he  has  on  hand,  we  can 
expect  nothing  but  failure.  With  liberal  and  eo- 
-  ]ar^ed  views,  and  by  attending  to  the  one  thing 
needful,  he  may  immortalize  his  name. 


My  hope  of  a  Commission  of  Enquiry  arriving 
from  Upper  Canada  becoming  less  and  less  every 
day  after  the  beginning  of  June;  and  anxious,  as 
Well  to  keep  alive  some  notice  to  that  subject,  as  to 
continue  the  train  of  my  representations  to  Parlia- 
ment with  regard  to  the  poor-laws,  I  wrote  out  the 
following  Petition,  and  had.  it  presented  to  the 
House  of  Commons  by  Sir  James  Mackintosh  the 
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37th  June;  and  as  Sir  Robert  Wilson  harl  spoken 
up  for  the  rights  of  the  poor,  I  sent  him  a  copy, 
that  he  might  understand  my  notions  of  what  was 
required  to  establish  their  rights*. 


*  35,  Abckurch  Lane,  21st  Jims,  1831. 
Sir, 

In  March  last,  while  expectation  was  high  regarding  Naples, 
I  addressed  to  yoa  a  few  lines 'f  on  the  euggestiou  of  a  friend, 
and  afterwurda  thinking  that  I  had  made  too  free,  my  friend 
sought  you  to  give  explanation,  but  you  had  changed  your  place 
of  residence;  I  had  gone  to'  the  country,  and,  before  my  return, 
thegame  was  up.  ' 

You  bare  asserted,  on  the  question  of  the  poor-laws,  that  tb» 
poor  hare  rigktt  which  others  deny,  and  in  the  abstract  there  may 
be  doubt.  I  handed  to  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  t'other  day,  a  Pe- 
tition, wherein  I  assert,  that  real  and  substantial  ri^ts  have  been 
taken  from  the  poor,  and  that  they  ought  to  baTe  compensation. 
As  the  subject  is  now  in  discussion,  and  as  I  observe  you  continue 
to  keep  it  in  mind,  I  take  the  libertyto  accompany  thia  with  a  copy 
of  my  Petition^  .which  I  hope  Sir  James  Mackintosh  will  this  day 
present.  Should  you  honour  it  with  perusal,  I  flatter  myself  you 
may  find  matter  for  serious  and  important  consideration.  Trust- 
ing that  you  will  excuse  this  Uberty.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  . 
Your's,  &c.  ;. 

Sir  Robert  WUsm. 

■|-Lraidon,a4lh  March,  1631.  ' 
Sir, 

Havins  heard  that  you  are  to  proceed  to  Ilaly,  in  aid  of  Neapolitan 
independence,  and  bavins  wme  inclinatiOD  lo  go  thither,  on  the  same 
errand.  1  ihould  be  happy  to  hate  the  lioiHiur  of  conversing  with  yon  on 
the  flubject.  Should  you  admit  of  thlg,  you  will  have  the  goodnen  to  la;, 
when  and  where  I  may  »ee  jou. 

I  am,  your's,  &c. 

ROBERT  GOURLAY.  ' 

35,A6chKrchl,oit. 

'sir  Raiert  IPVum.  . .    v..  ,   .  i' 
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To  the  Honourable  the  Commont  of  the  UnUed 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  m 
Parliament  assembled. 

THE  PETITION  OF  ROBERT  GOURLAY. 


That  your  Petitioner  had  presetited  to  your  Honoura- 
ble HoDse  OB  the  11th  day  of  Jaly,  1820,  a  Petttioa  pn 
forma,  the  object  of  which  vas  to  cai\  attoitioB  to  the 
state  of  Upper  Canada,  aa  it' concerned  emigratioo. 

That  yoor  Petitioner  would  agaib  and  seriously  bafe 
moved  in  this  business  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  praent 
■ession,  bnt  for  an  expectation  that  a  ConuDisaion  Bight 
oone  home  &om  the  Proriooe  to  strengthen  his  suit. 

That  this  expectatioD  haTing  now  vanished,  your  Peti- 
tioner beg:B  leave  to  state  to  yoor  Honourable  Hoose,  more 
particnlariy  what  was  hia  prime  object  in  aolidting 
attention  to  the  snbject  of  emigration. 

Iliat  with  tJiiB  view  your  Petitioner  has  to  say  (hat 
for  more  than  twenty  years  he  has  made  the  snbject  of 
the  En^sh  poor-laws  a  peculiar  study. 

That  his  attention  was  first  riveted  to  this  study,  fVom 
being  employed  by  the  Board  of  Agricalture  in  the  yean 
1800  and  1801,  to  make  inquiry  in  csrtEun  parts  of  England, 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  labouring  poor,  and  into  a  prac- 
tice which  prevEuled  of  giving  them  land  for  tiie  keep  of 
cows,  by  which  they  could  live  withoat  parish  aid. 

That  the  inquiries  of  yonr  Petitioner  completely  esta- 
blished the  fact  in  question,  according  to  the  shewing  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  itself,  published  in  1816,  under 
the  title  of  "  Agricultubal  Statb  op  tbe  Kiho- 

DOM." 

Thai  the  object  of  the  Honourable  Board,  in  ascertain- 
ing thii  fact,  was  to  have  inbxidaced  into  »  IhU,  for  th« 
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^neral  enciosore  of  commons  and  waste  Ituids,  a  olanse,  by 
which  all  poor  people,  who  had  rights  of  pasture,  &o.  upon 
snch  commons  and  wastes,  should  each  have  secured  to 
him  a  portion  of  land,  wfaweon  he  might  keep  a  Cow,  and 
thereb;  be  enabled  to  inbsist  without  public  relief. 

That  this  general  Enclosure  Bill  was  laid  aside ;  and 
that  since  then  many  hundreds  of  commons  hare  been  en- 
dosed  by  loc^  bills,  withtmt  any  attention  to  the  claims  of 
the  poor;  many  thousands  of  whom  have  been  nqjnstly 
deprived  of  their  ancient  rights  of  pastnrage,  Su>- ;  and 
that  this,  among  other  causes,  has  contributed  to  the  pre- 
sent dependence  of  English  labourers  on  parish  aid. 

That  your  Petitioner,  though  he  did  not  coincide  ia 
o{MmoD  with  his  employers,  in  ISOO  and  1801,  as  to  the 
partionlar  mode  of  proceeding  ijien  proposed,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  labourers  and  the  keeping  down  of  poor-rates,  was 
so  much  struck  with  the  uecessi^  of  making  great  ohanges, 
to  avert  the  evils  springing  out  of  the  English  system  of 
poor-laws,  that  he  resolved  to  shape  the  course  <^  his  life, 
so  as  to  have  opportunity  fully  to  investigate  the  sotgect; 
and,  in  order  to  gain  practical  experience,  did  remore 
from  Scotland,  his  native  country,  into  Ea^^and,  chiefly 
with  that  view,  and  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  devise 
some  remedy  for  the  greatest  of  national  evils.  This  he 
did  in  1809,  and  for  upwards  of  seven  years  devoted  mttoh 
attention  to  the  subject. 

That  after  due  consideration,  yow  Petitioner  became 
assured  that  the  first  essential  for  a  radical  reform  of  the 
poor-laws  was  the  education  of  the  rising  generation, 

l!liat  however  necessary  this  was,  your  Petitioner  &nnd 
that  die  system  of  the  poor-laws  had  already  completely 
formed  a  bar  against  the  posgibili^  of  its  being  accom* 
plished  without  the  special  interference  of  the  legislatore. 

That  your  Petition^-,  to  gain  attention  tp  tiiis  snlyect, 
had  a  petition  presented  to  the  BtmonrBUe  tfce  BoBie  of 
Commons  the  90th  May,  1815. 


n,g,t,7i.dt,G00glc 


Ccl\XxiT  GBNBBiX  INTROBtTCTION. 

That  your  Petitioner  farther  discovered,  that  through 
the  action  of  poor-laws,  laboorers  had  been  deprived  of 
all  property  ia  booses  abd  land ;  and  bein^  thereby  render- 
ed incapable  of  locomotion,  were  completely  subjected 
to  the  will  and  caprice  of  ^mers,  overseers,  and  others. 

That  your  Petitioner,  in  order  to  attract  notice  to  this 
part  of  the  bnsiaeM,  and  to  other  matters  essential  for  the 
cure  of  :the  greiUest  of  national  maladies,  had  a  Petition 
presented  to-  the  Honourable  House  of  Commons  the 
28th  February,  lfll7. 

That  yonr  Petitioner  still  saw,  that  thoogh  all  his  pro- 
posals wlereadopted,  that  something  more  might  be  required, 
safely  and  effectually  to  accomplish  the  grand  object  of 
abolishing  the  system  of  the  poor-laws,  and  that  an  artifi- 
cial vent  wonld  be  required  for  redundant  population, 
during  a  series  of  years,  while  the  process  of  reform  was 
proceeding. 

,  That  at  this  very  time  an  unexpected  and  exli-aordiaary 
change  of  fortune  drove  your  Petitioner  abroad  to  Upper 
Canada,  to  look  out  for  a  place  of  refuge  for  himself 
and  family. 

That  your  Petitioner,  being  in  Upper  Canada,  disco- 
vered that  that  country  could  afford  the  vent  required 
for  the  redundant  population  of  England,  and  upwards 
of  tiiree  years  ago  he  did  send  home  a  communication, 
to  be  laid  before  Lord  Bathurst,  intimating  what  he  had 
then  in  contemplation. 

That  a  singularly  unfortunate  train  of  events  detained 
your  Petitioner  in  Upper  Canada,  involved  him  in  political 
discussions,  exposed  him  to  the  most  groundless  scandal, 
subjected  him  to  the  most  cruel  persecntions,  finally  ending 
in  imprisonment  and  banishment  from  the  province;  not 
imly  nnraerited,  but  palpably  illegal  and  unconstitutional. 
.  That  your  Petitioner,  notwithstanding  that  his  health 
Itas  suffered  beyond  all  hope  of  repair,  from  uugracioiu 
treatment  abroad,  and  that  his  spirits  have  been  sunk  witb 
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(he  most  monrnliil  calamities  at  home,  has  devoted  all  tba. 
efforts  of  a  weakened  m!ud,  np  to  the  present  time,  to  ad- 
vance  the  vast  object  at  which  he  has  been  so  long  aiming, 
and  still  aims. 

That  your  Petitioner  has  become  more  and  more  solici- 
tons  for  attention  to  his  pruposhl  and  schemes  for  the 
reform  of  English  poor-Taws,  .and  the  giving  vent  to  rednn- 
dant  population,  since  he  has  seen  a  bill  introduced  into 
yonr  Hononrable  House,  cleEU-ly  drawn  up  without  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  system  of  the  poor-laws,  or  a  due 
consideration  of  circumstances. 

That  your  Petitioner  has  long  considered  tlie  principle 
of  population,  as  laid  down  by  Mr.  Malthus,  and  on  which 
Mr.  Scarlett's  Bill  seems  to  be  founded,  to  be  soond  in  the 
abstract:  that  he  has  long  wished  to  see  all  need  for 
poor-laws  done  away;  and  believes  it  perfectly  possible 
that  they  may  be  entirely  done  away,  with  advantage  as 
well  to  the  poor  as  to  the  rich.  Yet,  as  circamstances 
stand,  he  is  still  more  assured  that  substantial  benefits 
must  be  granted  to  the  poor; — that  they  must  have  oppor- 
tunity given  them  to  acquire  property  and  civil  rights,  be- 
fore their  present  rights  of  applying  for  public  relief,  are 
encroached  upon,  or  taken  away: — be  is  assured,  that 
Mr.  Scarlett's  Bill,  as  it  now  stands,  wonid  at  once  be 
inefficient  and  dangerous  in  execution:  that  it  wonld 
certainly,  if  made  into  law,  engender  discontent,  and  lead 
on  to  general  insurrection. 

Tour  Petitioner  most  seriously  entertaining  this  belief, 
filled  with  anxiety  and  alarm  from  the  aspect  of  public 
aCTairs,  and  conscious  that  wise  and  liberal  measures  may 
not  only  retrieve  the  country  from  jeopardy,  but  lay  a 
foundation  for  its  glorious  security,  in  the  improved  mwah 
and  better  worldly  circumstances  of  the  lower  ordera  of 
society,  does  humbly  and  earnestly  entreat  your  Honour- 
able House  to  pause,  and  reflect  well  on  the  subject  of  tbe 
poor-laws. 

Your  Petitioner  is'  willing  to  be  called  to  tho  bar  of 
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yoBT  Hcaomble  Hooie,  ot  before  any  Cammittoe,  to  snb- 
itaatute  irimt  he  has  aet  forth,  and  to  enter  into  any 
reqntred  expltmation  of  his  pretensionst  principles,  and 
proposals. 

He  woold  more  particnlBrly  estreat,  that  the  state  of 
Upper  Canada  may  be  immediately  lakm  into  consider- 
ation, that  preparations  may,  this  year,  be  made  to  admit 
of  a  grand  system  of  emigration  being  commenced  by  the 
following  spring,  in  unison  with  a  plan  for  reforming  the 
poor-laws. 

And  yonr  Petitioner  will  e?er  pray, 
June  16,  182L  ROBERT  GOURLA.T.  ' 

It  will  be  observed,  that  I  conclude  my  Petition 
with  entreating,  *'  that  preparations  may  t  this  year, 
he  made  to  admit  of  a  grand  system  of  Emigration, 
being  commenced  hy  the  following  spring,  in  unison 
with  a  plan  for  reforming  the  Poor-Lajvs."  In 
summer,  1830,  when  commuDicating  with  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  as  to  the  objects  I  had  in  view^ 
for  strengtheniDg  the  connexion  between  this 
country  and  Upper  Canada,  I  informed  bim  of  my 
with  to  prove  what  might  be  done,  by  a  practical 
experiment,  in  settlement.  When  I  put  this  last 
Petition  into  his  hands,  I  again  called  attention  to 
this  subject ;  and,  for  some  days,  I  am  afraid,  must 
have  teased  him  with  my  written  notes  on  tbe 
subject.  My  anxiety  to  have  tbe  matter  spoken  of 
before  tbe  House,  when  Sir  James  presented  the 
Petition,  was  excessive  ;  but  not  a  word,  I  believe, 
WW  a^d.  My  anxiety  could  not  rest;  and,  how- 
ever little  chance  there  was  for  a  liberal  hearing, 
from  the  Colonial  Department,  I,  at  last,  resolved 
to  address  myself  to  Lord  Bathurst;  and  the 
following  correspondence  ensued. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

WITH  THE  COLONIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Lon^m,  September  9d,  1831. 
My  liORP, 

Having  a  porpose  to  collect  together  a 
Dnmber  of  people  willing  to  emigrate  to  Canada,  and  to 
proceed  to  that  colooy  for  settlement,  onder  the  beat  cir- 
cnmstances  for  the  comfort  of  all,  it  becomes  desirable  to 
knoT,  upon  what  terms  government  will  grant  land  to  aid 
of  snch  purpose. 

It  would  therefore  -be  obliging,  were  your  Lordship  to 
order  information  to  be  conuannicated  to   me   on  the  ' 
sabject. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Iiordship's  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Godelay. 
Ead  Badinrst. 
Iietters  find  me,  addressed  to  the  care  of  i 
35,  Abchurch  Xaqc. 

Dovming  Street,  Coloniai  Department, 

bth  September,  1821. 
Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  dated  the  diird  in- 
stant, I  am  directed  by  Lord  Bathnrst  to  acquaint  you  tiiat 
hia  Majesty's  government  no  longer  give  encouragement  to 
persons  proceeding  as  settlers  to  his  M^esty's  possesaioiu 
in  North  America,  beyond  a  grant  of  land  which  they  will 
receive  on  applying  to  the  governor  of  the  province,  propor- 
tioned to  the  means  of  cultivation,  which  they  may  possess, 
on  their  arrival  in  the  oolony. 

Passages  are  not  granted  by  Government, 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
Hbnry  Goulbubn. 
Hr^  Robwt  Ctonriay. 
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iMiAdpn,  Septtmbtr  7th,  1821. 

My  Lord, 

Mr.  Genlbiim  has  acquainted  me,  in  par- 
saance  of  your  direction,  by  letter,  dated  5tb  September, 
1821,  that  "  his  Miyesty'ii  governmeat  no  longer  jive 
encouragement  to  persons  proceeding  as  settlers  to  his 
Majesty's  possessions  in  North  America,  beyond  a 
grant  of  land,  which  they  will  receive  on  applying  to  the 
governor  of  the  province,  proportioned  to  the  means  of 
cultivation,  vhich  they  may  possess,  on  their  arrival  in 
the  colony." 

The  important  point  for  persons  intending  to  emigrate 
is,  to  be  certain  as  to  the  quantity  of  land  which  they 
will  receive  for  certain  means;  and  that,  before  they 
leave  home.  Crossing  the  Atlantic  is  a  serious  matter, 
and  disappointment,  after  having  crossed  it,  is  still  more 
80,  My  brother  went  out  to  Upper  Canada  in  1817, 
applied  regularly  by  petition  for  land:  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  paid  fees ;  but  had  nothing  save  insolence 
in  return.  He  remained  in  the  province  eleven  months, 
and  then  left  it  for  want  of  employment  and  object. 

The  terms  upon  which  land  is  granted  are  changed 
from  time'  to  time,  and  the  fees,  which  in  1816  were 
very  trifling,  are  now  raised,  for  large  grants,  to  a  s'erions 
sum,  nearly  e4)ual  to  the  price  at  which  the  best  wild 
land  in  the  United   States   can   be   purchased*.     Were 

*  The  feel,  originaliy,  were  37|  dollars  per  each  lot  of  900 
acres.  In  1817,  lliey  were  raised  to  4l^doIlars;  and  the  highest 
grant,  viz,  of  1200  acres,  cost  a  little  more  than  £52. 

In  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  of  January  7th,  1819,  tha' 
following  official  order  was  published. 

Exeattive  CouncU  Office,  Voi*,  6(A  Jan.  1819. 

It  is  this  day  ordered  by  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  ID  Council,  thai,  in  consideration  of  the  increaacd  value 
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settlers  to  sail  oext  spring  -in  expectation  Uiat  on  thetr 
arrival  in  the  colony,  "  they  would  receivo,  on  applying 


of  land,  (land  had  been  falling  in  price,  fir  Ihree  ytan,  and 
conlinues  to  fall,  up  to  the  present  time,  18%!,)  the  fa  on  tba 
patent  on  all  orders  for  graots  of  land,  pronounced  aCier  this  dftta, 

sWlbeaccordiog  to  the  following  table. 

JS   ..    d. 
One  hundred  acres        .......      5  14    L 

Two  hundred  acres 16  17    9 

Three  hundred  acres .     24  11     7 

Four  hundred  acres       .......     32     9     8 

Five  hundred  acres        .......     39  19     9 

Six  hundred  acres  47  13  10 

Seven  hundred  acres 65     7  1 1 

Eight  hundred  acres 69     2    O 

Nine  hundred  acres       .......     70  18     1 

One  tbouBsnd  acres .     78  10    2 

Eleren  hundred  acres 86     4     3 

Twelve  hundred  acres         93  18     4 

J.  SMALL, 
Qle.  Ex.  Com. 

Is  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  of  JaU.  6,  1820,  the  following 
oflicia)  order  appeared : 

Executive  CounciK^itv,  YorJc,  14tKDec.  1819, 
Whereas  it  is  desirable  to  alleviate  the  situatioD  of  the  poorei! 
classes  of  settlers,  by  an  exemption  from  any  charge  on  th« 
pateut-deed,  and  abo  to  remove  all  obstacles  from  the  more  free 
accommodation  of  otbers,  with  larger  grants  than  have  bees 
usually  made,  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  Council 
has  been  pleased  to  order,  that  the  first-mentioned  class  oFsetders 
may  receive  a  gratuitous  grant  of  fifty  acres,  under  exclusion,  be  it 
understood,  from  any  further  gnuit  from  the  Ctown,  but  with 
liberty  to  lease  the  rtserrm. 
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to  the  goventof ,  a  grmt  of  Isnd  '  in  proportion  to  tlis 
means  of  cultivation;"  upon  the  same  rnle  that vaa fol- 
lowed this  year,   their  expectations  might  be  blasted  by 

To  meet  the  above  gratuity  and  increased  burdens,  attending 
the  purchase  and  distribution  of  lands,  &c.  it  is  ordered,  that  the 
tcale  of  demands  on  the  grant  of  one  hundred  acres,  and  upwards, 
shall  be  regulated  according  to  the  annexed  table,  to  take  effect 
from  the  1st  Jan.  1820. 

It  is  further  ordered,  that  the  restriction  from  sale  for  three 
years  be  abolished ;  and  that  deeds  may  issue,  on  propOT 
certificates  of  the  performance  of  settling  duties  being  produced. 
The  grantee  will  be  required  to  clear  one  half  of  the  road  in  iroiil 
of  each  lot,  and  the  depth  of  two  and  one  half  diaius,  from  the 
road)  the  whole  length  of  every  lot,  and  erect  a  dwelling  house. 
FEES. 

Upon  all  graulsof  land,  issuing  under  orders  in  Council,  bearing 
data  subaequnt  to  1st  January,  1830,  the  following  sums  nill  be 
paid  by  the  patentee: 

£    ^    d. 
On  grants  of  60  acres       ......         000 

On  grants  of  100  acres 13     0    0 

On  grants  of  200  acres 30     O    0 

On  grants  o(  300  acres 40    O     0 

On  grants  of  400  acres 7S     0    0 

On  grants  of  500  acres 125     0    0 

On  grants  of  600  sores IfiO     0    Q 

On  grants  of  700  aci«3 ,    175    0    O 

On  giants  of  800  acres 300    0    0 

On  grants  of  OOO  acres S26    0    0 

OngntnUof  lOOOocira S60    0     0 

On  grants  of  1100  acres 375    0    0 

On  grants  of  1100  acres 300    0     0 

In  three  equal  instalments.  The  first,  on  the  recdpt  of  tbs 
localioa  >i^et ;  the  second,  en  certificate  signed  of  Kttlment ; 
the  third,  on  receipt  of  the  £at  for  the  patent. 
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a  chao^e  of  rale.  It  may  be,  by  next  year,  determined  to 
g;rant  no  more  land,  or  to  grant  it  on  such  terms  as  to 
render  it  not  worth  the  fees,  or  price  pat  upon  it. 

By  correspondence  with  variona  parts  of  the  conntiy, 
I  am  assnred  tliat  I  conld  ^t  a  large  body  of  people 
to  go  with  me  by  next  spring,  and  it  is  now  time  to  be 
making  arrangements  for  an  nndertakisg  so  ardaoos  and 
decisive  of  fate  and  fortune.  Your  Iiordship,  Bo  doobt, 
has  controul  over  all  rules  for  granting  land  in  Canada, 
and  can  therefore  assure  me  npon  the  subject  of  my 
ioqniries. 

May  I  therefore  beg  the  &vonr  that  your  Lordship 
will  take  matters  into  serious  consideration,  and  in  an- 
other communication  give  me  those  assurances  which  are 
requisite  for  my  plans  being  carried  into  execution,  with- 
out  risk  of  such  disappointment  as  I  have  above  sup- 
posed possible. 

I  have  in  view  to  settle  towards  the  higher  part  of 
Lower  Canada,  and  should  wish  a  grant  of  land  ont  of 
that  still  in  possession  of  the  Crown,  which  lies  nearest 
to  Montreal.  It  may  be  in  your  Lordship's  power  to 
determine  as  to  the  location  in  this  country,  and  the 
comfort  which  settlers  would  have,  from  such  determina- 
tion.  wonM  be  very  great  indeed.  It  would  enable  them 
to  hare  preparations  made  on  the  granted  land  before  they 
got  evt  to  take  possession  of  it,  very  essential  both  for 
cmtdert  and  economy. 

I  am,  your  Lordship's  obedient  servant, 
Robert  Gourlay. 
EhI  Salhttrst. 

Addmu  as  before  mcstioned. 

No  Petition  cod  be  entertained,  unlress  accompMiied  by  a 
written  charactar,  or  a  satisfactory  reason  ihawa  for  such  not 
being  produced. 

iOHN  SMALL, 
Clk.  Ex.  Owl. 
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Dmnang  Stmt,  September  I5th,  1821. 


In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
addressed  to  Lord  Ba^nrst,  I  am  directed  by  his  Lord- 
ship to  acquaint  yon,  that  it  is  impossible  to  gi^e  yon  any 
more  definite  answer  than  what  yon  have  already  received, 
respecting  grants  of  land  to  individaals  proceeding  to  the 
North  American  Colonies,  the  local  government  being  the 
only  fit  judges  of  the  means  which  a  party  may  possess  for 
cultivating  lands  in  the  province,  and  of  the  extent  which 
it  may  be  proper  to  assign  to  them, 

I  am.  Sir, 
Toot  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Henry  Goulburn. 
Mr.  Robert  Gourlay. 

Margate,  2d  October,  IBSl. 
My  Lord, 

Mr.  Gonlbnm's  letter  of  15th  ultimo,  in 
reply  to  mine  ofthe  7tfa,  addressed  to  yoar  Lordship,  reach- 
ed me  in  course;  hut  ill  health,  which  has  indnoed  me  to 
come  to  this  place  for  recovery, .  has  caused  me  to  delay 
agun  troubling  your  Lordship  on  the  subject  of  emigration. 
I  have,  indeed,  hesitated  a  little,  whether  I  should  continue 
this  correspondence,  being  very  unwilling  to  make  nuavail- 
ing  trouble.  On  mature  reflection,  however,  I  feel  iJtat  I 
should  not  be  satisfied  with  myself,  without  more  partien. 
lariy  communicating  my  views ;  and  your  Lordship  will,  I 
tnut,  listen  to  explanation,  whatever  be  the  result. 

Mr.  Goolbum  says,  in  his  last  letter  to  me,  "  It  is  im- 
poasible  to  give  you  any  more  d^nite  answer,  than  what 
yon  have  already  recdved,  respecting  grants  of  land  to  in- 
dividuals, proceeding  to  North  American  colonies."  Now, 
vhat  I  wish  to  treat  about,  does  not  concern  me  as  an  in- 
dividual only.  As  an  individual,  I  could  readily  proonre, 
on  going  either  to  Canada,  or  to  the  United  States  of 
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America,  more  land  than  I  could  myself  cultivate.  It  is 
now  four  years  since  I  first  proposed  to  condnct  to  Canada 
a  large  party  of  settlers,  and,  indeed,  to  make  a  continned 
business  of  promotmgemigration.  I  studied  the  snlgectin 
Cfmada,  found  that  my  scheme  could  be  put  in  practice,  at 
oDce  to  my  own  and  the  public  benefit,  and  took  every 
means  to  qualify  myself  for  the  undertaking.  I  sent  home 
three  letters,  tu  be  presented  to  your  Lordship,  all  with  one 
uniform  and  settied  determination ;  and,  as  I  have  more 
and  more  reflected  on  what  I  had,  and  still  have  in  view, 
the  more  am  I  inclined  to  proceed.  The  letters  alluded  to, 
were  dated  3d  November,  1817;  February7th,  1816;  uid 
34th. March,  1818;  cmd,  no  doubt,  were  shown  to  yonr 
Lordship,  through  the  medium  of  Sir  Henry  Torrens  *. 
In  these  letters,  I  spoke  of  a  contract,  which  I  was  desironi 
to  make  with  GoTemment,  for  the  settiement  of  Canada 
with  British  subjects ;  and  it  is  this  contract  which  I  would 
still  wtllingty  engage  with.  Under  this  contract,  I  could 
pay  to  Government  aconsid^^ble  sum  of  money  for  the 
land,  and  greatiy  promote  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of 
settlers.  Althoogh  the  value  of  land  has,  of  late  years, 
greatly  iailen  in  America,  I  could  i^ord  to  pay  Govem- 
ment  one  doUar  per  acre ;  say,  for  one  million  of  acres  to 
begin  with,  by  three  instalments,  at  the  end  of  five,  six, 
and  seven  years,  and  so  on  for  an  indefinite  term,  re- 
ceiving more  and  more  land  from  Government,  te  settie  as 
the  process  went  on,  and  payments  were  made  good. 
Could  yonr  Lordship  come  to  a  resolution  to  promote  a 
liberal  scheme  of  this  sort,  witiiin  the  present  mmth  of 
October,  I  coakl  go  out  to  Canada,  have  arrangements 
prtade  for  settlement,  and  be  bac^i  bef<»e  April  next,  te 
<wndnct  settlers  to  their  destination.  Notlting  more  would 
be  required  tiian  yonr  Lordship's  countenance,  to  enable 
every  tiling  to  be  managed  to  the  best  advantage.    This 

*  See.tbess  Letteii,  pag«  -US,  vol.  II. 
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country  could  »pate  50,000  people  tumually,  to  be  thns 
conduoted  abroad;  and  I  should  have  do  difficulty  to  pro* 
cure  10,000  to  go  out  in  one  body  by  April  next.  When 
jour  Lordship  has  entered  into  a  thorough  investigation  of 
the  snlgect,  these  numbers  will  not  appear  at  all  e&tra- 
Tagant  to  reckon  apon,  nor  will  there  seem  any  difficulty 
in  managing  the  concern.  The  distress  throughout  the 
country,  for  want  of  work,  is  gena^l;  and,  after  the  »• 
auing  term  of  Michaehiuis,  will  be  greatly  increased.  No 
rise  JQ  the  prioe  of  com  will  enable  farmers  to  employ  la- 
bourers BO  liberally  this  winter  ensuing  as  they  did  last 
wintH',  and  curtailing  employment  in  Government  works, 
as  is  now  done  by  throwing  labourers  idle  one  day  oat  of 
six,  will,  I  am  afraid,  greatly  aggravate  misfortane.  fkni- 
gration  to  the  fullest  extant  would  not  much  abate  this  dis- 
tresa,  as  it  proceedifrom  extraordinary  causes,  which  re- 
quire  special  remedies;  bat  a  timely  disposition  on  the 
part  of  Government  to  promote  any  species  or  degree  oi 
relief,  would  assist  in  lessening  discontent  My  hope  of 
establishing  aliberal  system  of  emigration,  does  not  rest  on 
the  present  emergency,  nor  any  temporary  distress.  £nii- 
giation  could  be  carried  to  greatest  extent,  aod  with  best 
effect,  were  the  coontry  flouhshing.  !»  Uie  mean  time, 
public  calanuty  ought  certainly  to  plead  for  its  encourage' 
ment,  and  I  hope  your  Lordship  may  still  take  serious 
thought  of  the  subject.  Yoor  Iiordship  must,  no  doubt, 
faave  the  fullest  information  from  every  quarter,  as  to  the 
state  of  the  country,  and  can  need  none  from  me.  Hav- 
ing viewed  both  England  and  Scotland,  however,  all  over 
from  north  to  south,  and  from  .east  to  west,  with  my  own 
eyes,  within  the  last  two  years,  and,  having  from  time  to 
time,  information  tVom  inteltigent  correspondents  in  va* 
rions  quarters,  I  cannot  resist  expressing  anxiety  and 
dread  of  oonseqaenoes.  On  the  subject  of  emigration,  I 
shall  here  beg  leave  to  transcribe  part  of  a  letter  from  one 
of  my  friends,  dated  23<i  August,  1821.,    "  You  may  get 
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as  many  people  as  yon  please,  to  go  from  ...-— — . 
-'  '-■■  ■  with  yoa  to  Canada.  Afore  than  half  of  the  farmers 
have  been  thrown  oat  in  the  late  bad  times,  and  will  not 
require  mnch  perraasitm  to  emif^te.  There  is  one  fyamlj 
that  I  hare  8p<Ae  to,  (I  m^an  one  of  the  sods)  tbM.  will 
gladly  go,  and,  as  he  was  bred  to  the  dairy  system,  he 
might  make  a  figure  in  tkat  capacity.  He  wonld  soon  get 
a  dury-woman  with  him  for  a  wife.    They  rented  a  fann 

vitfain  a  mile  of-  ■— — — at  £S17  of  rent,  on 

whidi  they  had  ^irty-eight  as  fine  cows  as  were  in  the 
eonntry.  They  failed,  and  were  taroed  out  with  great 
Mverity.  Their  stock  sold  at  Um  than  half-price,  and  the 
tarm  is  now  let  at  £200,  They  paid  rent  five  years,  (I  set 
them  the  land  myself)  and  lost  at  least  £1000  by  the  con' 
cem :  of  this  £500  by  the  harsh  rotip  (sale  iy  auction)  of 
Ikeir  stock." 

"  Every  season  gfeat  ^p-loads  of  people  emigrate  fiom 
Qreenock  to  Canada.  There  is  a  cf^go  of  600  or  600  mak- 
ing up  jast  now  by  a  Oreenoek  vessel,  bat  loading  at  Fort 
Wflliun.  But  from  6Te<woek  itself  every  ship  carries  oaf 
emigrantB,  diiefly  oo^try  people  from  the  coonties  of 
Kenfirew  and  Ayr.  Were  I  twenty  years  yoanger,  I  woold 
ga  myself." 

How  noble  and  generoas  woOld  it  be,  ffly  Lord,  to  set 
afaoat  arranging  plans,  by  which  sach  poor  distressed 
people  as  those  above  spokea  of,  coald  have  something  like 
oevtainty  and  comfurt  to  look  forward  to  in  the  colonies, 
wMtltef  they  are  desiroas  to  proceed.  Emigrants  now  go 
out  to  Canada,  only  opon  a  chance  of  getting  land  worth 
aceepAuoe.  A  tftodsand  doubts  torment  tfiem:  a  thoosand 
difievlties  asd  disappvintments  wait  upon  their  movements. 
Vrnta  tbeir  native  country,  onA  the  society  of  friends,  they 
have  to  «)ter  into  ^oomy  solilnde :  they  have  to  cut  oat 
the  rood  before  them  into  die  wilderness  :  they  have  tters 
to  take  dp  their  abode,  while  yet  unskilled  in  the  art  of 
setAeaent,  wd  oaprepared  by  experience,  to  guard  against 
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pamerotu  and  frightful  accidents  :  they  have  ofbsa  tn  strive, 
at  once,  f^rainst  poverty  and  sickness.  Not  one  in  ten  of 
those  who  go  out  to  Canada,  have,  within  themselves, 
the  means  of  making  comfortable  commenuement ;  and 
not  tJie  half  of  these  can  put  even  sufiBcient  means 
to  speedy  and  economical  acconnt,  for  want  of  plan 
and  arrangemeDt.  Public  arrangements  for  emigrants 
irere  miserable,  when  I  was  abroad.  They  are  yet  alto- 
gether defective,  and  every  account  sent  home  .^ves  proof 
9f  consequent  misery.  All  this  can  be  prevented,  by 
your  Lordship's  endeavonis,  if  seriously  and  strennonsly 
applied.  It  was  reported  to  me,  on  coming  home,  that 
your  Lordship  had  said,  on  hearing  some  representation 
which  I  had  made,  as  to  the  distress  of  emigrants,  that  "  I 
ghouldtafce  care  of  myself,"  and,  no  doubt,  it  would  be  wdl, 
ooold  I  do  so.  Could  I  do  this,  and  benefit  tens  of 
thousands  of  my  fellow  creatures,  surely  it  would  still  be 
better.  J  have  saETered  more  disappointment  than,  perhaps, 
any  man  alive,  and  bold  no  enviable  situation  at  present; 
yet,  my  Lord,  such  is  the  consolation  from  good  int«i1ion, 
that  the  balance  of  eqjoyment  may  not,  after  all,  be  greatly 
against  pie.  It  is  in  your  Jjordship's  power  to  set  on  foot  a 
scheme  of  benevolence,  beyond  any  thing  yet  witnessed  by 
tjie  world:  it  is  my  delight  to  reflect  even  upon  the 
possibility  of  such  being  realized,  There  is  not  a  man  who 
i^  desiroiiB  pf  quitting  the  country,  that  it  is  not  politic  for 
goyeniment  to  ai<l  i^^  ^i^  getting  out  of  it ;  nt  least  if  be  is 
filling  tq  settle  in  a  British  Colony.  There  he  can  be  sa 
placed  f^  tp  reip^pi'se  every  charge  incurred  by  hia 
removal  irom  ^omp.  It  fvonid  be  wrong  in  me  to  attempt 
goi^  uQto  any  detail  for  your  Lordship's  information!  as  to 
plaps  of  settlement,  op  this  pcc.a8ion ;  but,  I  shall,  at  aU 
tunes,  be  r<e^y  to  waif;  i;ipoi^  your  Lordship  with  eveiy 
particular,  if  required.  I,iast  year  ti^e  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said,  that  "  His  M^est^'s  Ministers  were 
iisposet)  to  adopt    eyery  m«isnre  whic^t    could    really 
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contribate  to  the  relief  of  the  laboarin^  classes,"  and  that 
"  Government  were  disposed  to  give  everj  facility  to  any 

practical  scheme,  for  mitigating  the  distresses  of  the  labonr- 
ing  classes*."  Now,  my  Lord,  I  declare  myself  ready  to  lay 
before  yon  a  practical  scheme  for  mitigating  distress,  by 
emigration,  with  reflection  oo'the  above  quotation.  Yonr 
Ijordship  most  be  sensible,  that  more  than  the  labonring 
classes  want  relief,  "  more  than  half  the  farmers  have  been 
thrown  oot  in  the  late  bad  times,  and  will  not  require  mn^ 
persDosion  to  emigrate."  Theao  are  the  words  of  my 
friend,  a  man  of  the  first-rate  intelligence  upon  such  a 
sobject.  These  words  shonid  seriously  be  considered  by 
your  Lordship,  and  they  may  be  submitted  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  with  my  offer  of  a  scheme  for  mitigating 
distress.  His  Majesty's  Ministers  can  determine  inune* 
diately  as  to  granting  land  in  Canada;  and  all  that  would 
be  required  at  present,  would  be  an  assurance  that,  as 
many  people  as  were  willing,  by  April  next,  shoold  be 
allowed  to  settle  down  so  compactly  together  as  best  to 
promote  the  general  good.  Your  Lordship  must  know, 
that  one-seventh  of  all  the  wild  land  in  Canada,  when  it 
comes  to  be  surveyed  forsettiement,  must  be  set  aside,  and 
appropriated  for  the  maintraance  of  aprotestant  clei^; 
and,  this  being  settled  by  law,  cannot  be  altered  but  by  the 
interference  of  the  Imperial  Parliament :  my  plan  could 
proceed  without  any  alteration  in  this  law;  but  were  it 
shewn  that  it  would  be  for  generd  good  that  the  law  should 
be  changed,  this,  I  doubt  not,  could  readily  be  acoompli^ed 
during  next  session  of  Parliament,  in  time  to  let  settiement 
in  Canada  proceed  free  of  all  obstmotion.  I  have  not 
supposed,  that  youc  Lordship  is  ignorant  of  my  peculiar 
situation,  connected  with  Upper  Canada.  Did  yonr  Lord- 
ship labour .  under  any  pre|ndice,  or  misappr^ension  as 
to  this,  it  woold  still  be  vrrong  to  allow  any  tiling  of  the 
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kind  to  intercept  scfaames  of  pablic  beneficence.  If  m; 
■chemes  can  be  sbewn  to  bo  angdic,  ^ur  Lordship  is 
welcome  to  briisTo  me  diaboUcaL  My  ■chemes  can  be 
execnted  yery  well,  even  without  my  personal  engagement 
in  the  parformance  of  them.  I  havespoken  of  goingontto 
Canada  fordiwith,  to  [wepare  the  way  for  entiginata  ;  but 
any  other  person  toight  go  in  my  place,  I  hare  spoken  of 
it,  rather  to  shew  my  seal  for  pnUie  good,  ttian  with  any 
partienlar  rdish  kr  winter  voyagei ;  and  more  than  a  year 
ago,  I  told  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  diat  I  should  solnnit  to 
go  out  in  ohains,  rather  than  diat  the  oanie  of  well- 
condncted  emigration  shoald  fail.  If  a  million  of  acres 
seem  too  many  at  once  to  contract  for,  or  to  talk  abont,  a 
township  of  64,000  acres  vonld  give  room  sufficient  ta 
make  an  experiment  in.  To  arrange  for  the  settlement  of 
a  stn^e  township,  I  shooid  go  ont  to  Canada,  if  required 
by-gevemment;  without  a  farthing  of  raiiolament,  and  merely 
iqwa  payment  of  my  expoues.  The  important  point  is  to 
have  matters  determined  on  within  the  present  month  of 
October.  I  shall  be  again  in  town  by  the  end  of  this  week, 
aadahaUbehappy  tohaveadefinite  reply  to  my  snggestiuu 
by  Monday  ot  Taeaday  next,  addressed  to  me  as  before. 
I  am,  your  Lordship's  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  GOURLAY. 
EarlBothnrst 


Downmg  Str^t,  lltk  Oct.  1821, 
SlK, 

I  am  directed  by  Lord  Bathurst  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  Sd  instant,  stating,  in  reply  to 
my  fbmer  commnnicatimi,  that  it  ta  not  yonr  otgect  to 
settle  individuaOy  in  Canada,  but  that  yon  are  anxious  to 
okter  into  some  eontract  with  CSovemment,  for  ctmdactii^ 
emigrants  to  that  colony,  on  a  very  large  scale;  and  to 
acquaint  you,  in  reply,  that  from  what  is  stated  in  yonr 
letter,  Lord  Bathurst  cannot  eacoorage  any  expectation  of 
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Us  giving;  hifl  saaction  to  the  measare  which  yoa  have  in    ' 
coDtemplation. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant 

HENRY  GOULBURN. 
Mr.  Robt.  Gonriay. 

Although  the  above  correspondence  has  proved 
of  no  avail  either  to  me  or  the  public,  it  is  never- 
tbelesB  valuable  for  record.  }t  shews  how  com- 
pletely indifferent  Lord  Bathurst  is  to  the  duties 
of  his  oflBce — how  callous  to  distress  at  home— how 
regardless  of  the  interests  of  Upper  Canada.  I 
asked  him  for  no  favour  :  I  made  a  proposal  advan- 
ti^ous  for  the  public :  I  offered  to  effect  what ' 
Ministers  have  pretended  that  they  wished  to  be 
effected.  While  for  many  yeare,  under  hia  admi- 
nistration, the  land  of  Upper  Canada  has  been 
thrown  away  for  nothing,  and  worse  than  nothing, 
to  beget  misery  to  the  actual  settler,  and  no  good 
to  the  favoured  drone — to  rewardsloth  and  iniquity, 
I  offered  him  for  it  a  dollar  an  acre,  and  this  to  be 
put  into  the  British  treasury  j  nor  should  I  require 
any  thing  but  the  patronage  of  Government  to  make 
good  the  contract  proposed  to  any  extent.  I 
offered  to  contract,  or  merely  to  assist  in  doing 
good ;  but  the  Minister  disdains  every  proposal. 
He  will  neither  do  nor  let  do.  Like  the  dog  in  the 
manger,  hia  sole  object  is  to  prevent  enjoyment. 
What  does  such  a  man  get  enormous  salaries  for/ 
out  of  the  taxation  of  England?  But  every  body' 
knows ;  and  it  were  pity  to  lose  time  with  useless 
inquiry. 
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Since  tbe  end  of  the  war,  Ministers  have  prated 
orer  and  over  again  about  relieviag  distress,  by 
promotiDg  emigratioD.  They  have  squandered 
considerable  sums  of  public  money,  to  make  show 
of  their  good  will  to  emigration;  but  their  words 
have  been  deceitful,  and  their  schemes  and  efforts 
alike  delusive — mere  pretences  of  hypocrisy,  in  the 
garb  of  charity  and  benevolence. 

In  April,  1830,  "  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  sug- 
gested emigration  to  our  colonies  in  North  America, 
as  the  most  effectual  means  of  mitigating  distress," 
(see  page  iii)  and  he  had  a  private  conferencie  with 
Ministers  on  the  subject.  The  result  was,  that 
money  was  privately  allowed  to  assist  emigration 
from  the  west  of  Scotland.  Nothing  like  a  plan 
was  laid  down  for  the  economical  application  of 
this  money :  no  clear  idea  was  formed  regarding 
the  art  of  settlement  in  the  wilderness,  which  is  the 
grand  desideratum,  and  which  should  be  understood 
before  a  penny  more  of  public  money  is  wasted. 
It  is  by  my  knowledge  of  that  art,  or  shall  I  call  it 
a  science,  after  studying  it  in  alt  its  bearings,  its 
practical  process,  and  its  results,  for  more  than  four 
years,  that  I  could,  with  the  mere  patronage  of  Go- 
vernment, fulfil  a  contract  like  that  above  proposed ; 
and  it  is  by  that  knowledge  I  speak  with  confi- 
dence. I  suspected  that  the  trifling  suggestions  of 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  privately  listened  to  by 
Ministers,  and  carried  into  effect  in  an  underhand 
and  partial  way,  would  come  to  nothing.  I  in- 
quired into  its  progress,  and  could  hear  no  good  of 
it,  either  here  or  in  Canada;  nay,  in  Canada,  I 
know  that  it  was  productive  of  misery ;  and  now 
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we  see  the  scheme  is  abandoned,  from  an  article 
which  has  just  appeared  in  most  of  the  London 
newspapers,  extracted  from  an  Edinburgh  paper: — 

"  EMIGRATION  TO  CANADA." 

"  We  learn,  that  notwithstanding  the  earnest  and  reiter- 
ated eob^aties  of  the  gentlemen  of  Renfrew  and  Lanark- 
shire, who  promoted  the  recent  emigration  to  Canada,  that 
Government  have  decidedly  refosed  giving  fatare  emigrants 
the  peconiaiy  bonnty  of  £10  to  each,  which  has  been  en- 
joyed by  those  who  went  oat  during  this  and  the  preceding 
year.  Grants  of  land  will  be  given  to  settlers  as  before ; 
and  they  will  be  gratnitoasly  furnished  with  hasbandry  im- 
plements, but  nothing  farther." 

Here  we  see  the  policy  of  Government  up  to 
the  last  moment  of  time,  and  two  months  after  I 
offered  to  give  my  advice  and  assistance,  by  which 
any  number  of  people  might  be  settled  in  theNorth 
American  colonies,  not  at  a  ioss  even  of  "lius- 
bandry  implements,"  but  to  a  very  great  profit  for 
the  country  ;  not  with  misery,  but  comfort  to  the 
emigrants ;  not  on  a  small  scale,  which  can  effect 
.  no  good,  but  on  a  large  one,  which  would  be  every 
way  advantageous  to  individuals  and  the  nation. 


PUBLICATIONS  ON  CANADA. 
Since  I  first  proposed  in  Canada  to  publish  a 
Statistical  Account  of  the  Province,  and  had  that 
proposal  made  known  to  Lord-  Bathurst,  through 
direct  communication,  and  to  the  British  public, 
through  newspapers  here,  no  less  than  seven  pro- 
ductions have  issued  from  the  press,  regarding  Up- 
per Canada,  and  chiefly  with  a  view  to  promote 
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eiQigratioD  thither.  Not  one  of  these  has  given 
aoy  thing  approaching  to  a  true  statement  of  what 
they  aflFect  to  discuss;  and  upon  the  whole,  they 
have  done  any  thing  but  good  to  the  province,  or 
the  nation  at  laigc.  Several  of  these  abound  in 
such  misrepresentations,  aa  no  child  could  fail  to 
detect;  extolling  the  government  of  Canada,  ut- 
tering execrations  against  that  of  the  United  States, 
and  slandering  all  who  have  connexion  with,  or 
regard  for,  that  country  ! !  Nay,  making  a  river 
the  boundary  between  a  healthy  and  pestilent  at- 
mosphere— -a  rich  and  a  sterile  soil !  Had  such 
stu£f  been  published  only  by  the  Honourable,  and 
Reverend,  and  Doctor  Strachan,  whose  weakness 
IS  so  well  exposed  in  the  above  extract  from  the 
Scotsman,  it  would  have  been  less  worthy  of  no* 
tice ;  but  we  have  a  series  of  these  trashy  per- 
formances, obviously  cherished  with  the  counte- 
nance of  government ;  and  for  this  reason  it  will  be 
of  consequence  to  glance  at  the  whole  of  them  in 
order  of  their  dates. 

The  first  was  the  production  of  "  Charlbs 
E.  Grece,  Member  of  the  Montreal  and  Quebec 
Agricultural  Societies,  and  Author  of  Essays  on 
Husbandry,  addressed  to  the  Canadian  Farmers." 
This  person  seems  to  have  come  home  from  the 
vicinity  of  Montreal  (where  he  appears  to  have  a 
farm),  a  few  months  after  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  in  Canada  as  Govemor-in-Chief ;  and 
one  might  suspect  that  he  had  received  a  com- 
mission to  eulogize  a  man  who  never,  to  my  knon^ 
ledge,  either  did  good  in  the  province,  or  knew 
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bow  to  do  it.  He  dedicates  bis  book  to  the  Go- 
vernor-in-Chief,  with  these,  among  other  fulBome 
compliments:  "  The  justice  andhumanity  of  your 
administration,  and  the  fostering  care  and  zeal  for 
the  welfare  of  these  provinces,  which  you  have  ever 
manifested  since  you  were  first  appointed  to  th« 
high  office  which  you  now  hold,  are  the  strongest 
characteristics  of  true  greatness."  The  "true 
greatness"  had  by  this  time  shewn  itself  no  where, 
that  I  ever  heard  of,  but  in  the  tennis-court,  on  the 
turf,  or  elsewhere.  And  "  the  Justice  and  huma- 
nity," was  then  suffering  me,  a  native-born  British 
subject,  to  remain  in  prison,  contrary  to  that  con- 
stitution, which  it  was  the  special  business  of  the 
Goveroor-in-Chief  to  have  understood  and  main- 
tained: but,  all  this,  a  sycophant  can  pasa  over, 
and  try  to  shut  his  eyes  against,  by  such  words  as 
these,  "  My  confidence  is  increased  by  the  per- 
suasion that  your  liberal  and  comprehensive  mind 
will  duly  appreciate  the  motives  that  have  led  to 
its  publication,"  and  "indeed  the  chief  honour  to 
which  he  aspires,  as  the  author  of  this  work,  is, 
that  he  may  secure  your  Grace's  approbation,  and 
have  the  privilege  of  subscribing  himself, 
Your  Grace's  most  obedient. 

And  most  devoted  humble  Servant, 
Chablbs  £.  Grbce. 
XondoR,  March  35,  ISIO.** 

The  main  part  of  Mr.  Grece's  book,  seems  to 
have  little  else  io  view,  but  to  scandalize  Mr.  Birk- 
beck  md  the  Illinois  territoiy;  and  i  would  almost 
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suspect,  was  written  for  him  in  London.  It  greatly 
resembles  the  virulent  stuff  which  appeared  io  the 
Quarterly  Review,  intended  at  once  to  throw  a 
dampen  the  spirit  of  emigration,  and  to  scandahze 
Mr.  Birkbeck.  Mr.  Grece  is  ashamed  of  Mr.  Cob- 
bett;  but  cannot  resist  to  borrow  his  darts  for 
the  destruction  of  my  friend.  Mr.  Grece  says, 
**  venemous  reptiles  are  found  in  th'e  States,  though 
not  in  Canada ! ! ! — nor  are  the  Canadians  disturbed 
by  that  worst  kind  of  venemous  reptile,  so  com- 
mon in  the  States  of  the  Union,  a  rancorous  spirit 
of  party.  It  is  true,  a  feeble  attempt  has  recently 
been  made  to  introduce  among  us  the  spirit  «/*, 
reform^  which  is  only  another  phrase  for  a  spirit  of 
anarchy  and  misery." 

The  chief  part  of  the  book  being  thus  employed, 
an  Appendix  is  added,  to  give'  it  more  the  air  of 
being  a  farmer's  book,  made. up  of  various  disjoint- 
ed materials;  among  which  Mr.  Grece  seems  to 
pride  himself  for  having,  under  the  patrfwage  of 
societies,  attempted  to  grow  hemp  in  Canada !  I  He 
says,  "  unfortunately  political  events  obstructed 
that  effort."  Now,  what  obstructed  that  effort 
was  .simply  this,  that  hemp  can  be  raised  in  Russia 
at  a  fifth  part  of  the  expense  that  it  can  in  Canada, 
from  the  difference  in  the  price  of  labour:  but  I 
am  impatient  to  have  done  with  a  stupid  man. 

"  The  Emigrant's  Guide  to  the  British  Set- 
tlements in  Upper  Canada,"  followed  the  work  of 
JVIr.  Grepe.  The  editor  (for  this  was  a  compilation) 
speaks  of  "  the  excellent  letter  of  Mr.  Gourlay  to 
the  Gentlemen  of  Canada,"  meaning  my  first  ad- 
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dress  to  the  resident  land-owners ;  and  then  intro- 
duces it,  shorn  of  its  most  excellent  part,  which 
affirms,  that  "  £i)g]and  alone  could  spare  sOfiOt 
people  annually,  while  she  would  be  refVeahed  and 
strengthened  by  the  diacharge,  &c."  The  com- 
pi^  l^res  out  this  paas^e  in  the  address^  abd 
fritters  down  my  assertion  in  his  titk^pagCf  where 
I  am  made  to  say,  that  "  England  could  apave 
6000  people  annually,"  and  there,  too,  the  cons- 
piler  thinks  proper  to  quote  fnnn  anotbn  author, 
and  makes  his  sentiment  appear  to  be  mine;  vie. 
that  '*  the  only  ties  which  ought  to  bind  men  td 
tbeir  country,  are  the  benefits  they  receire  from  it, 
and  thisistheonly^eMMneandraftona/patriotism." 
This  book  was  printed  for  T.  Keys,  Coleman- . 
street,  Bank,  (London),  1830,  and  edited  by  afarm- 
er,  settled  in  the  London  District  of  Upper  Canada, 
or  his  friend. 

Afler  this  Guide,  came  forth  "The  Eui- 
GBAHi's  Guide  to  Upper  Canada,  by  C. 
Stuaet,  Captain  of  the  Honourable  East  Indiu 
Company's  service,  and  one  of  his  M^esty's  Jus- 
tices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Western  District  of  Up* 
per  Canada."  The  Captain  is  one  of  the  evange- 
lical, and,  many  a  time  over  has  recourse  to  the 
words  grace,  mercy,  and  providence,  to  get  him  out 
of  difficulties.  He  cannot  decide  whether  Dur- 
ham or  Canadian  boats  are  best;  but,  "under 
mercy,"  determines  that  the  one  kind  is  as  safe  for 
the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  rapids  as  the 
other.  The  Captain  inveighs  heartily  against 
clergy  reserves,  and  is  for  "throwing  open  tosettle- 
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ment  the  deeded  laoda^"  without  faaTJng  the 
slightest  conception  of  what  he  would  be  at^  Xfal? 
Ca(^in  says  of  these  Ia9d8,  that  "  like  roaHin  tijfe 
ocean  they  glaee  in  the  forest  uupcodttctiTe  i^taof 
•elvea,  and  a  htitpQa  of  evil  to  tbo#e  irhp.  «^w«Pb 
<Uiem.**  Aa  the  Capt«ui'«  motto  is.  "  ^Hbent^ 
40eide,  and  ftare,''  peiha^  ^  this  tine  he  ha> 
made  ao  asiault  on  *'  the  deeded  lands/'  and,  ia 
^ttaX  09At,  we  may  expect  to  hear  that  his  succes 
hen  been  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  Don  QuiKot? 
wbeQ  he  assailed  tl|ie  windmills.  The  poor 
Cai^aiu,  in  fact^  does,  not  know,  the  drift  of  his 
own  ravings.  He  wrote  the  fint  part  of  bia  hook 
bQ  the  voy^e  home,  and  at  landisg.  bearii^  iot 
.  the  first  time  of  ^e  term  '*  Radical,"  gets  ioto 
agony,  and  proceeds: 

"  Thus  far  had  I  written  before  I  readied  England. 
On  my  joumey  to  the  sea  from  the  Upper  Proviooe,  I 
heard,  -with  alarm  and  affliction,  of  the  disorders  at  home, 
and  my  steps  were  hastened,  and  my  heart  throbbed  for 
my  conntry,  and  my  arm  (little  as  it  was)  longed  to  be 
raised  in  defence  of  her  angasi  anthoiities.  Bgt  the 
term  "  radical"  bad  not  yet  raached  mxj  ear,  aad  *  happj 
veil  tiu  spread  over  mg  e^es." 

The  Captain,  still  in  agony»  goes  through  six 
pages,  and  by  and  by,  doubtiOg  if  the  term  "  radi- 
cal*' may  not  be  a  very  good  one,  says,  "  I  hail  the 
term  as  a  badge  of  the  brightest  honor,  and  blush 
only  that  I  so  little  merit  it."  This  poor  creature, 
after  getting,  as  it  was  said,  a  slice  of  the  "  deeded 
lajid,**  on  which  his  «  little  arm"  will  never  let  in 
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a  lay  of  light,  was  sutT^^^  to  attack,  nje  when  sh^f 
u^  in  Niagara  jail,  cut  ofrtromalltomntUBicatioa 
with  the  press,  by  the  mast  viruleat  articlea  in  the 
newspapers;,  antl  this  too,  he  did.  afte^  havij|^ 
cprrespoDcled  vvith  the  C^opveotioQ,  ai)d  baviqg  le-, 
cpi^sedia  letter  of  thwks  fnoip  it,,diptated  by  mp., 

"  May  the  shame  fa'  the  g«M>  and'  tiie  bbitiuie  o'  it."*     ' 

In  the  midst  of  bis  wildest  ravings,  the  Captain 
never  forgot  to  flatter  the  governor  abroad ;  and  in' 
his  book  speaks  of  the  late  Governor-in-Chief  being 
"  of  an  enlarged  and  liberal  mind,  active,  public 
spirited,  and  benevolent :"  also,  of  the  "  bene- 
ficent admijiistration  of  the  present  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland." 

The  work  of  the  Hon-  and  Rev.  and  Doctor 
Strachan  made  itg  appearance  soon  after  the  Emi-* 
grant's  Guide,  by  C.  Stuart,  Captain^  and  Justice 
of  the  Peace;  and  the  most  important  point  is, 
that  these  three  publications,  Grece's,  Sluart's,_  - 
and  Strachap's,  which  for  spleen,  cant,  and  silliness, 
have  no  aiat.ch,  wer.e  treated  with  seeming  respect 
by  the  Quarterly  Review  of  October,  1890.  The 
Reviewer  is  not  pleased  with  Captain  Stuart's  ap- 
probation, of  the  Yankee  Methodists ;  but  it  is, ' 
nevertheless,  a  fact,,  that  Yankees  and  Methodists' 
are  the  most  exemplary  and  well  behaved  people 
ID  the  province.  One  errand  of  the  Captain  to 
England  was  to  coUect  money  for  religious  pur- 
poses.    I  dare  say  he  did  not  get  much ;  and  X 

*  QtlotBtiQn  from  the  Captain's  quotation. 
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may  take  this  opportunity  of  apprizing  those  who 
are  i&clinet)  to  forward  religion  in  Canada,  that  the 
less  money  they  give  in  a  random  way  the  better. 
The  mere  idea  of  adrancing  religion  in  this  way, 
draws  off  attention  from  the  grand  caoses  which 
obstruct  its  advancement — the  mal-administratioQ 
of  public  afiairs,  and  the  wretched  state  of  pro- 
perty. If  the  money  expended  in  Upper  Canada  by 
the  Society  for  propagating  Christian  Knowledge, 
the  Bible  Society,  &c.  was  applied  to  procure  in- 
quiry into  the  state  of  the  provinces,  they  would 
toon  be  able  to  provide  for  themselves  bibles  and 
preachers,  I  am  a  sincere  well  wisher  to  religion ; 
,  and  having  seen  into  the  deplorable  conditionof  our 
North  American  colonies,  in  respect  to  it,  would 
earnestly  intreat  the  Quarterly  Review,  and  every 
other  into  whose  band  this  work  may  come,  to 
impress  what  I  say  on  the  public  mind. 

The  next  publication  after  Strachan's  Visit  to 
Uffeb  Canada, was  "A  few  plain  Dihec- 
iiONS  to  persons  intending  to  proceed  as  Settlers 
to  bis  Majesty's  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  by 
AN  English  Farmer."  This  was  better  than 
the  preceding,  in  as  much  as  it  was  accompanied 
with  a  map  of  the  settlements.  It  speaks,  how- 
ever, of  the  '•  blessings  andprivUeget  of  the  excellent 
constitution"  of  the  Provinces,  as  giving  advantage 
over  the  United  States,  and  its  "  E^sian  prairitt" 
for  settlement— of  the  valuable  work  of  Mr.  C. 
Grece!!  &c.:  otherwise  the  directions  are  not 
amiss. 

"  Sketches  of  Upper  Canada,  by  John 
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HowisoN,  Esq.  were  next  ofiered  to  the  public. 
You,  CaaadiaQS,  will  remember  that  Doctor 
HowiHon,  assuming  the  name  of  "  tite  Traveller" 
while  he  wa9  advertising  for  employment  among 
you  as  a  practitioner  of  physic,  assisted  me  for 
some  time  with  his  "  rebounds'*  in  rousing  your 
attention  to  the  iniquities  of  the  government,  and 
%he  t>ollntions  of  Little  York.  You  will  remember 
that  he  was  thought  friendly  to  inquiry,  and  at- 
tended one  of  the  first  meetings;  that  he  after- 
wards, when  all  was  going  on  in  the  most  orderly 
and  peaceable  manner,  deserted  the  cause,  and 
distracted  attention  from  the  one  thing  Heedful^ 
by  keeping  up  a  silly  correapondence  with  the 
major,  who  is  now  made  sheriff  of  Niagara  dis- 
trict, no  doubt,  as  a  reward  for  his  zeal  against  the 
cause  of  inquiry.  You  will  remember  that  Dr. 
Howison  said  that  I  had  "  dis^ced''  myself,  and 
that  your  chief  failing  was  "  false  pride."  Let  us 
see  what  he  says  now,  speaking  of  the  farmers 
between  Queenston  and  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario. 

"  They  are  still  the  same  antatored,  incorrigible  beiDgs 
that  they  probably  vere,  when,  the  rnffian  remnant  of  a 
diabanded  regiment,  or  the  outlawed  refuse  of  some  Eu- 
ropean nation,  they  songlit  reftige  in  the  wilds  of  Upper 
Canada,  aware  that  they  would  neither  find  meani  of  sab- 
■iflt^noe,  nor  be  countenanced  in  any  civUiKed  country, 
mieir  original  de^Nravity  has  been  confirmed  and  increased 
by  the  circnmstaQces  in  which  they  are  now  placed." 

After  hearing  that  Dr.  Howison  had  come  home, 
and  was  to  publish  Sketches  of  Upper  Canada,  I 
sent  him  my  compliments,  through  a  merchant  of 
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Niagara  district,  now  here  on  bnainess,  wishing 
to  forget  the  disappointmewt&  which  ke  had  pro- 
chuced  in  Canada;  but  sitice  the  Sfc'etches  have 
appeared,  I  am  glad  that  my  compJimeats  Wereflot 
delivered.  Th&  shove  quotatton  is  too  bad.  It  is 
hot  true:  it  is  not  fair:  it  is  iliot  discreet.  The 
first settlet^  of  Upper  Canada,  in  my  own  opiDiOD, 
were  Wrong-headed  men  as  to  politics;  but  \hey 
M^ere  far  from  being  bad-hearted  mee,  and  any 
Idling  but  "  the  ruflSan  remnant  of  a  disbatided 
regibient."  They  were  soldiers  who  bad  done 
their  ■doty :  who  had  regarded  with  reverence  their 
oath  of  allegiance :  who  had  nsked  their  hves  a 
huhdred  titnes  oviir  JneuppoR  of  their  principles: 
who  bad  sacri'ficed  all  which  the  world  in  geoes^ 
holds  dear,  to  maintain  their  loyalty  and  faonDor. 
Thfey  Were  'any  thing  but  '*  the  x)iitlawed  refuse 
of  some  Eur()pean  tiatron :"  they  Q^icred  to  the 
law's  of  ^ribin;  and  for  the  laws  of  Britain  they 
bled.  They  did  not  **  seek  refuge  in  the  WiHs  trf 
Upper  Canada,  aware  that  they  would  tleither  find 
.  means  of  subsistence,  nor  be  countenanced  in  any 
civilized  country."  It  is  a  libel  on  the  Britisii 
government  to  say  that  they  sought  refuge ;  and  a 
libel  OB  comtnort  sense  to  say  that'men,  who  fe- 
sdved  to  earn  thfeir  bread  by  latiour,  nhdfet  ttie 
worst  circumstances  in  the  tvilds,  ctouM  d6\  find 
means  of  subsistence  any  wheire  'else.  The  Wfrfilfe 
passage  is  untrue— is  shameful ;  and  Dr.  Howison 
should  apolo^ze  for  it  in  the  public  prials  of  this 
country.  These  very  fermrerft  whom  he  scandalnes 
so  cruelly,  stood  up  for  British  government  most 
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nobly  during  the  late  war.  Many  of  them  lost 
tbeir  all  sit  that  time ;  and  to  many  of  them  the 
British  government  is  now  deeply  indebted.  Thefr 
claima,  well  anthenticatedk  were  laid  Isefo)^  tbA 
home  government,  at  least  five  years  agu',  and  not 
a  peony  has  been  paid  to  them.  What  now  hav6 
these  men  to  say  to  Dr.  Howison,  who  has  staii- 
dered  their  character,  and  injured  their  credit  ait 
home?  What  have  the  ferm^s  of  Niagara  i^ 
trict  to  support  their  loyalty,  should  another  in* 
vasion  of  the  province  ensue?  Their  treatment  ik 
indeed  a  reproach  to  British  government.  The 
mass  of  first  settlers  in  Upper  Canada  were  **  tro^ 
men,"  and  to  this  day  there  is  a  peculiar  cast  of 
goodness  is  their  naturea,  which  distinguish^ 
them  from  their  neighboftrs  in  the -United  6tat^. 
There  were  among  them  ruffiaus  df  the  vdty  worst 
deteription;  and  iaaac  Swayz^  stands  forth  as  i 
apecitten^.  His  Majeaty's  mioist^  nteded'  s^£JB, 
aad  hone  steaiera,  and  lisrrs,  and  perjured  villains; 
fwd  Aiaerica  tiirnished  such  characters,  just  as 
^nglaod  can  funiflih  an  Oliver  and  an  Edwards. 
Why  should  a  whole  peo|^e  be  slandered,  becau^fi 
of  a  few  ?  The  Canadians  have  indeed  degenerated 
from  the  date  of  their  fitst  settlement.  They  have 
been  Abased  by  ^vincial  goVeiliment :  they 
havii  been  polluted  by  a  mixture  of  bad  fellows 
fntak  all  quu-ters,  taking  refuge  among  them ;  and 
to  use  the  words  cf  Dr.  Howiaon,  "  depravity  ha* 
teen  coftfirmed  by  the  circitmstances  in  which  they 
arenow  f^ced."  Sdll  the  great  mass  of  them  are 
vietl  meanii^,  honest,  sober,  and  iudustrious  men ; 
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AQd  it  will  be  the  ifeult  of  die  British  government 
if,  Jheyw.  lost  to  this  country  as  loyal  subjects. 
3implicity  is  the  prevailing  characteristic  of  Ca* 
nadian  farmers ;  and  this  spriogs  from  ignorance. 
It  is  uot  the  farmers  who  are   the  depraved  of 
Canada.      It  is  the  couDcillors,  the  priests,  the 
magistrates,  and  all  who  depend  .on  government; 
and   among  these  men  there  is  depravity  of  the 
most  odious  kind.     It  was  to  root  out  this  de- 
pravity that  made  me  enthusiastic,  when  writing 
in  Canada,  on  public  affairs.     Before  I  began  to 
ranse  public  attention  to  the  causes  of  abomination 
in  that  country,.  I  had  privately  communicated  to 
J}r.  Howiton  the  speech  of  a  magistrate,  which 
^ould    have   tfunk   de«p   into  his  reOection — a 
speech  so  horrible,  that  it  cannot  be  repeated, 
fjom  this,  and  other  speeches,  and  conduct  ni 
)Jie  h^hffr  clouts  (if  I.  may,  for  distinction  sake, 
make  use  of  the  term)  there  was  no  hope  of  mo- 
rality gaining  ground  id  the  province  among  die 
lower  classes.  Some  of  those  who  set  tbemselvesup 
for  the  re^ctahies—the  gaiHemeii  of  the  country, 
were,  in  lact,  the  most  ignorant,  mean,  die^usting, 
and   infamous  charaicters  that  ever  came  under 
my  observation.    I  saw  into  the  seat  of  disease; 
aii(j,as  a  surgeon  thinks  it  no  dii^raoe  to  foul  his 
fingers  with  cutting  out  a  cancer,  so  I  thought  it 
duty,  to  expose  the  gentlemen  of  Upper  Canada, 
whi\^,Pr.  JSowiaott  was  triflii^  with  a  creature 
,w^^^f '.Jiad .  not  sense  to  be  a -gentleman  even  in 
ai^pranc^,  ,  Dr.  Hqwisou  wrote  in  Csmada  only 
,t^.,  trifl^,;  and-BQw  we  ae^i  tfce  coDsumnmtkm. 
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Wfi'see  a  book  very  well  writtai;  vay  readabt&as 
a  romaDce — the  tale  of  a  sentimental  weak  man  ; 
but,  as  it  afifects  men  and  their  serioua  alTatre, 
worse  than  trifling — scandalous.  To  say  all  the 
ill  he  could  of  Canada,  and  no  good  of  it,  is  unfair, 
—is  deceitful.  To  speak  as  he  has .  done  of  the 
people  of  Niagara  district,  who  were  fiivour^ly 
disposed  towards  him,  and  firom  whom. he  expe- 
rienced many  civilities,  is  indiscreet,  is  ungenerous, 
is  ungrateful. 

Dr.  Howison  accompanies  his  Sketches  with 
"  practical  details  for  the  information  of  Emigrants 
of  every  class;"  but,  after  reading  his  book,  who 
would  be  inclined  to  emigrate  to  Upper  Canada? 
who  would  choose  to  associate  with  a  "  rt^Um  rem- 
nant,"  and  "  otUiawi"  whose  "  d^ravity"  has 
been  *'  confirmed  and  ineretued"  ?  Who  wouk)  not 
laugh  at  hiS'partii^  exclamation  about  the"  happy 
shores  of  Upper  Canada"  ? 

Scandalous  as  Dr.  Howison's  book  is,  I  have  yet 
hope  that  it  may  do  sooie  good.  It  is  well  written, 
and  will  be  read  with  some  degree  of  relish,  which 
none  of  the  other  works  spoken  of  have  been,  or 
can  be.  If  it  does  not  make  the  people  at  home 
in  love  with  you,  Canadians,  it  may  yet  excite 
a  desire  in  their  bosoms  to  better  your  condition. 

The  seventh,  and  latest  pubUoation,  is  a  very 
slender  affair  of  twenty-five  pages,  intitted, 
"  Sketches  op  a  plan  for  settling  in  Up- 
per Canada,  by  a  Settler."  It  takes  up  my 
notion  of  connecting  emigration  with  the  reduction 
of  poor  rates ;  but  it  is  manifest  that  "  the  S^t- 
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tlkr"  has  not  rerj  deeply  stmiied  the  subject 
of  settling  ."  an  tdmost  unlimited  number  of  the 
unemployed  labourers  of  England."  He  must 
study  bard,  and  a  great  deal  more  to  be  ready  to 
start  with  advantage  by  "  the  1st  of  Februar]^, 
1892.'*  Let  it  be  the  9d  of  April,  (for  I  would 
ba.Ve  none  go  off  for  Canada  till  after  fool's  day) 
and  perhaps  1  may  go  with  hiin  and  assist.  But 
I  forget ;  Lord  Bathimrt  would  not  patronize  me. 
Perhaps  he  is  going  to  make  a  shew  of  doing  some- 
thing for  **  the  settler,"  and  we  must  only  watch 
that  it  may  be  no  humbug ; — nothing  like  that  of 
the  Perth  Settlement  in  Upper  Canada,  or  tiie 
teore  expensive  experiment  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  I  The  subject  of  settlement  is  one  of  vast 
im^idttanee.  It  never  has  been  understood ;  and 
it  is  pity  that  it  should  be  triHed  with.  It  is  noVv 
upwat-ds  of  four  years  since  I  was  convinced  that 
the  Americans  themselves,  who  have  been  the 
greatest  settlers  in  the  world,  did  not  understand 
the  -art.  It  will  be  observed^  that  I  said  sO  in  my 
first  Address  to  the  Resident  Land-owner6of  Uppea- 
Canada  (page  cxcii) ;  I  have,  since  the  date  of  that 
Address,  devoted  to  the  subject  my  days  and  nights ; 
and  if  1  shall  be  so  fcfftunate  as  to  gain  public  at- 
tention, it  shall  be  my  greatest  Joy  to  make  koowa 
my  plans.  Hitherto  the  settlement  of  the  wilder- 
ness has  uniformly  been  accompanied  with  a  low- 
ering of  human  character.  I  contemplate,  at  oDce, 
the  improvement  of 'man  ahd  the  land,  which  the 
Creator  of  all  meant  that  he  should  occupy  and 
flnpTQve. 
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I  fftviA  I16W,  under  fbis  betul,  tb  say  b  little  of 
mj  own  work.  My  first  proposal  to  publish  a 
Statistical  Account  of  Upper  Canada,  Was  con- 
nected with  my  immediate  private  interest.  It 
would  have  assist^  greatly  my  project  r^establish- 
idg  a  land  agency.  Canada  offered  peculiw 
advantnges  in  this  project.  I  could  recruit  for 
emigrants  to  Canada  all  over  the  United  Kingdom, 
which  I  could  not  do  to  the  United  States, 
because  of  our  emigration  laws*;  and  the 
publication  of  a  Statistical  Account,  well  au- 
thenticated, was  the  best  and  simplest  mode  of 
making  Canada  known.  The  opposition  of  a  priest, 
to  this  simple  proposal,  should  never  be  foi^otten ; 
but  it  was  not  his  opposition  which  had  any  thing 
^o  do  with  my  change  oTtneasures.  The  discdvery 
that  your  Governors  neither  understood  nor  paid 
respect  to  the  laws,  whereby  properly  had  value, 
induced  me  to  pause  ;  and  greater  experience  gave 
ussurance  that  it  was  right  to  do  so.  I  could  not 
honestly  invite  settlers  to  a  country,  while  gross 
mismanagement  subsisted  in  the  Government;  and 
now,  I  believe,  yo'a  are  all  sensible  of  the  mJschi^ 
which  has  ensued.  We  should  never  repine  at  the 
Events  of  life ;  we  should  ittiprove  upon  them;  and 
this  I  shall  say,  that  after  the  gayest  visions,  which 

'  Some  years  igo,  a  person  was  anreflted  for  enticing  away 
people  from  the  Highlands  of  Scotluid  to  America,  and  impri- 
'soned  for  months.  Oders  h^v^,  of  late  years,  been  ismbd  tA 
Mapeod  die  rigour  of  law;  b&t  lAiU  dure  is  no  certnnty  of  fine, 
don  to  emi^aniB.    Bmighition  laks  aiwuld  be  i^iolulwd. 
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.first  preaeoted  th^nselves  to  my  miod^  of  settling 
in  Canada,  fied  :  after  ill  succeeded  ill ;  aud,  up  to 
this  hour,  misfortune  seems  to  have  no  end ;  still  I 
am  hopeful  that  all  is  for  the  best. 

My  political  warfare  in  Canada  brought  out  se- 
crets, and  displayed  characters  which  it  was  of 
utmost  consequence  to  have  exposed :  indeed,  what 
could  mark  the  iniquity  of  your  Government  so 
well,  as  the  sufferings  to  which  I  was  subjected. 
The  whole,  I  hope,  has  laid  the  ground-work  oS 
thorough  reform.  If  health  and  strength  fail  not, 
1  shall  not  fail;  and,  circumstances  every  day 
unite  to  aid  my  endeavours.  My  work  is  now  no 
longer  a  call  to  emigrants  to  go  out  to  Canada :  it 
is  a  call  for  inquiry  into  corruption,  mismanage- 
ment, and  mis-rule.  The  book  has  swelled  on 
my  hands;  but  it  is  full  of  valuable  documents. 
It  exhibits  both  things  and  men :  it  traces  pro- 
vincial policy  from  its  root  Upwards  to  its  can- 
kered branch  and  its  fading  leaf.  It  is  now  di- 
vested of  all  little  selBsh  considerations :  it  now 
contemplates  only  great  and  benevolent  objects. 
If  these  are  made  good,  emigration  will  indeed  be- 
come a  glorious  theme,  and  Canada  will  flourish. 
If  these  objects  are  not  carried,  all  Guides  to 
Upper  Canada  must  be  guides  to  wretchedness,  as 
they  have  hitherto  been ;  and  all  comparisons 
which  go  to  make  the  British  provinces  appear  su- 
perior to  the  United  States  for  settlement,  must 
be  false,  and  deulsive,  and  treacherous.  No  man 
ever  regarded  Upper  Canada  with  fonder  eyes  than 
myself:  no  man  ever  devoted  so  much  of  his  life 
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to  do  it  lasting  good :  no  man  wishes  lietter  to  it, 
even  up  to  this  hour,  than  me;  but  I  must  not, 
and  shall  not,  prefer  Canada  totruth. 


APPEAL. 

In.  the  outset  of  this  General  Introducti<>n,  I 
have  exhibited  ray  case  as  a  btuitshed  British  sub- 
ject :  produced  documents :  stated  what  course  I 
was  pursuing,  and  about  to  pursue  for  redress.  Id 
the  body  of  my  work,  I  have  completed  ray  reason-^ 
iag  on  your  monstrous  sedition  law,  and  proved  to 
demooBtratioD, .  that  that  law  never  coujd,  and 
never  was  meant,  to  apply  to  a  British  subject; 
and  never  should  have  be^u  applied,  as  it  was,  to 
me.  While  in  Scotland  last  winter,  I  wrote  to  the 
gentleman  in  town,  who  has  charge  of  my  appeal 
business,  to  procure,  if  necessary,  the  assistance 
of  counsel,  to  draw  up  my  petition  to  the  King  in 
council.  He  laid  my  printed  Circular  before  Mr. 
Adam,  an  eminent  cpunsellor;  but  Mr,  Adam 
entirely  mistook  the  object  which  I  had  in  view. 
I^ooking  back  to  the  first  part  of  this  Introduction, 
printed  more  than  a  year  ago,  you  will  observe 
that  I  never  trusted  to  redress  by  the  ordinary 
course  of  law.  My  complaint  is  not  only  that  I 
was  illegally  imprisoned  in  Canada;  but,  that  by 
cruel  treatment,  I  was  deprived  of  my  natural 
powers  of  defence ;— that  I  was  incapable  of  it ; 
and,  indeed,  had  the  court  which  tried  me  put  me 
to  death,  instead  of  mocking  me  with  a  trial,  ctr-  - 
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QMmnf apc^  as  I  was,  its  conduct  would  D9t  I^vf; 
^ee^  4  nagre  fit  subject  for  parlinmentary  i^quiryi 
My  appeal  is,  and  tflways  has  been,  agaiu^^ip-i 
lence ;  and  violence  of  such  a  nature  as  cannot  be 
taken  cognizance  of  by  the  usual  forms  of  law.  I 
have  been  willing  tQ'  foUow  out  every  course  of 
law,  and  to  leave  no  stone  unturned  witbiD  the 
precjocte  of  ceremony  and  form ;  bat,  from  the 
begindtng,  I  had  no  hope,  save  in  extrajydicialiD-' 
quiry.  It  was  conviction  of  this  which  induced, 
me  to  write  to  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  as  to  the 
newspaper  report  of  his  speech,  (page  liii)^  to  pro- 
cure iirom  him  a  contradiction  of  that  repon  ;  and 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Adam  makes  it  still  more  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  guard'-myself  from  «ror.  I  abalt' 
here  produce  that  opinion,  with  its  -senteiiev- 
nt!imbered  for  clearer  reference. 

)^t.  H  have  read  i/fx..  Ogoila^'s  statemeots,  and  th^  act 
of  tJie  Legiflatnre  of  Upper  Canada,  with  the  greatest 
attention,  and  the  only  remedy  that  is  open  to  him,  if  the 
condnct  he  compl^nii  of  is  illegal,  is,  in  mj  opinion,  to 
bring  an  action  iti  the  conrts  of  Upper  Canada,  or  in  this 
coontry,  (if  any  of  the  persons  who  acted  in  or  obntributed 
to  hiti  impriso&meBt,  are  to  be  found  in  the  oo^jktry:),  to 
ntover  damafes  fo£  tl^e  imprisonnienli  he  oi^denreRt,  n^_ 
hja  fnrcilile  lenovai!  frim  the  ^IP^PQ.  inppQUDj  he  hu. 
snstftipied  9py  iti^ry^  apfL  thftt  the  conduct  of  Uipse  vko 
ha;ve  so  injqred  hipf,  was  not  jnstiBable  by^  thQ  local  law. 
^.  Mr.  Gpurlay  has  a  clear  and  distinct  remedy  by  ac- 
tion ;  bnt  the  Kin^  in  Ceoncil  can  afford  him  no  relief  for 
tlie  persona]  wrongs  he  hai  sostained;  nor  can  he  hope  for 
any  compensation  by  petitioning  Ihe  House  of  €<Hnm<His: 
3d.  It  is,  nndonbtedly,  open  to  Hr-.  Govrlay  to  patition 
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the  Vang  and  tbe  PtriiWBflDt,  wth^  op  1^  Bwm  of  ItH 
individnal  jprievanc^s,  or  tbe  general  ill  goTernniCTt  of  th^ 
Province ;  but,  it  i#  quite  hopeless  to  aspect  any  personal 
remedy,  except  by  pursuing  tbe  only  course  the  law  points 
out,  an  action  in  a  court  of  law.  4th.  With  respect  to  tiie 
legality  of  the  proceeding*  against  M^,  Gonrlay,  in  lT]^)er 
Canada,  iiiOBSt  not  be  orerlooked,  that  the  statuls  co»> 
tains.  A  €Ume,  (aoyr  b^oQise  iwt  mcoiKinwm).  \j  whqofa  tita 
bKftlteitofpiroTJngtj^t.Ap^non  wvus«di*  MifitlK^M^ 
atiooj^nt^  out  by  th«  statute,  19.  throvq  npoi^  hintr-na 
severe  provision,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  the  genera^ 
rule  of  law,  which  impose^  the  necessity  of  proving  tbe 
whole  case  upon  those  who  allege  the  fact.  0th.  It  seems 
clear  Mr.  Gourlay  did  not  do  so,  nor  does  it  appear  that' 
he  bftned  to  do  so,  either  before  tlie  magistrate,  or  on  his 
triaL  6th.  Indeed  I  had  collected  from  pageS,  (Petition  to 
tbe  HooBfeof  Oamnons),  thathehadnfit'lBkai.tiiie.oetkef 
aUegiaiwe M»r^  %  «(>nunitni»nt,  7th.  |tjB(.tmeib«tt 
apgeetB  fi^m  his  'i^ayit,  i^  ^Wfpa^..  ^W^  tbi^  b^  h^A 
tak«n  the  Q»th  on  qr  ^wb  ttt&t  di\y.  8th,  iQst  it  Hftfa  pot 
state  when ;  nor  does  it  Appev  that  that  sffidi^vit  was  ever, 
used  judicijilly.  9th.  I  apprehend,  therefore,  that  it  most 
be  taken,  that  Mr.  G.  was  amenable  to  the  act. 
W.  G.  ADAM, 
Lincoln's  Inn,  2ith,Feb.  18^1. 

Before  makiag  remark  on  the  above  opinioQj  let 
me  again  stat^,  th^t;  I  only  v^anted  the  oasjstanc^ 
of  counsel  to  dra^  uj)  my  petition.  Writing  to. 
my  sojicitpr,  fropj  Fifeshire,  7th  February,  18?1, 
t  said,  "  Lest  assistance  of  counsel  should  be  re-, 
quired  to  draw  up  the  petition,  I  beg  leave  to  in^ 
close  a  bill  op  London,  per  £lO,  to  account."  I 
had  npt  poIy  got  the  opinion  of  Sir  Arthur  Piggot^ 
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specially,  and  that  of  other  lawyers,  generally, 
that  my  confinement  was  illegal;  but  I  had  made 
myself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  subject; 
and  I  defy  all  contradiction  to  the  foots  and  rea- 
sonings thereODf  which  I  have  in  this  work  pro* 
duoed,  to  shew  that  the  Canadian  sedition  law  is 
not  applicable  to  8  foi^h  subject.  I  wantod  no 
opinion  as  to  this;  but  behold  here  is  an  opinion, 
and  one  which  decides  that  I  wtis  "  amenaUe  to 
the  act'* ! ! !  Such  an  opinion  having  come  into 
my  bands,  it  is  necessary  to  expose  and  criticise 
it ;  and,  without  wishing  to  be  personally  disre- 
spectful to  Mr.  Adam,  merely  for  my  own  salva- 
tion* and  to  maintain  my  great  and  vMuable  right 
as  a  British  subject,  I  aball  not  scruple  toi»e  free. 
The  opinion  before  us  is  an  excellent  specfWen  of 
the  misconception,  ahallowness,  confusion  of  ideas, 
and  bad  reasoning,  which  constitutes  "  the  glo- 
rious uncertainty  of  the  law,"  and  by  which  law- 
yers "  take  away  the  key  of  knowle^e."  I  shall 
examine  it  in  regular  order.  Mr.  Adam  sets  out 
with  saying  that  he  has  read  my  statement  and  the 
act  "  with  the  greatest  attention  •**  and  yet  he 
passes  over  the  chief  thing  complained  of — the  se- 
verity of  my  treatment,  which  rendered  me  unfit 
for  trial,  and  which  ought  to  annul  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, whether  I  was  subject  to  the  act  or  not. 
The  act  itself  does  not  justify  undue  harshness, 
even  to  an  alien ;  and  had  even  an  alien  been 
treated  as  I  was,  it  might  have  been  becoming  in 
the  British  Parliament  to  have  taken  his  part,  and 
to  have  addressed  the   King  on  the  subject,  not 
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only  to  make  amends  to  the  suffering  individual 
but  to  maintain  national  honour.  Harah  treatment 
to.  any  one  ina  jail  is  criminal;  and  upon  proof  of 
it,  mo9t  assuredly,  the  sheriftV  or  whoever  elfie-bra 
be^  criminaUy  coQcernedfimay  be  punished':  but 
%o  proceed.  The  whole  of  the  three  first  sentences 
only  lead  to  confusion  and  mistake.  I  never  could 
have  doubted,  for  a  moment,  aa  to  my  remedy  by 
action,  .figainst  those  who  impriscmed  and  inaU 
tresded  me  ID  prison.  If- all  had  been  regular;  if 
I  had  b6eo  able  to  protest  agauist  the  trial,  or  keep 
up  to  the  forms  of  law,  and  have  appealed  to  a 
higber.  court  under  an  arrest  of  judgm«it,  otbill 
of- exceptiooa,  all  might  have  been.. managed  sue* 
ceasfuily.  .  In  the  course  of  law  my  sentence 
might  bavei  been  reveised,.  and  then  intbe  course 
of  law  I  could  have  prosecuted  for  damages;  but 
under  severity  <^ treaiment  I  lost  these  advantages, 
and  till  this  severity  of  treatment  is  inquired  into, 
and  the  unjifst  consequences  removed,  all  hope  of 
my  obtaining  redressmust  be  small.  It  is,  indeed, 
perfectly  .astonishing  to  me  how  Mr.  Adam  could 
think  for  a  moment  on  the  subject,  and  suppose 
any  doubt  existed  as  to  this.  I  mean  yet- to  peti- 
tion both  Houses  of  Parliament,  besides  the  King 
in  Council,  but  expect  no  "  personal  relief,'^  as 
Mr.  Adam  expresses  it,  directly,  from  them.  -  I 
expect  th,em  to  detetribioe  that  the  act  was  not  apr 
plicable  to  British  subjects,  and  they  can  etsily  do 
so;  and  I  expect  them  further  to  listen  to  evi- 
dence that  I. was,  by  severity  of  treatment,  ren- 
dered unfit  for  fair  trial.    This  done,  I  expect  that 
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Ckey  will  addresi  the  King  to  ifiterfere  «im1  re«toK 
me  to  my  juBt  Tightt-'-*to  hare  the  sentence  of  the 
court  annulled,  and  a  liberty  granted  me  to  eem- 
mence  and  cany  on  prosecvtioB  against  the  par- 
ties by  whoiQ  I  was  iaprisoned  and  mtt-trested 
ftn  jail.  I  nay  not  socceed :  my  eKpectations  may 
be  bksted.  The  Queen  of  England  was  wronged: 
lier  enemies  foiled  in  their  persecution ;  but  stilt 
she  was  denied  ha  rt^tt ;  and  mine  will  have 
much  less  strength  to  support  them :  nerertheless, 
I  think  it  doty  to  persevere ;  sod,  while  I  bave  Me, 
I  shall  do  Ml 

In  his  ifourtb  sentence,  Mr.  Adam  comes  to  con> 
sidef  the  l^lity  of  my  imprisonment,  sad  instantly 
gets  within  the  body  of  the  statute,  to  make  oat 
omens  finm  its  entrails.  How  perfecdy  absurd ! 
The  statute  either  is  or  is  not  applicable  to  Brvtish 
subjects,  altogether  independent  of  its  garbage. 
Blind  to  this  great  truth,  Mr.  Adam,  in  his  fifth, 
sixth,  and  seventh  sentences,  runs  on  to  question 
matters  of  no  importance  whatever;  and  from 
tkue  comes  to  a  condnsion  I  Mr.  Adam  rests  tm- 
portaoce  on  my  not  having  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giaace  as  preBcribed  by  the  Act,  when  it  was  not 
necessary  &r  me  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  tt 
■U.  My  natural  allegiance  wvs  protection  enoagfc . 
I  never  thought  any  thing  more  was  ret^ired  fer 
prooufing  my  enlargement,  but  the  feet  that  I  was 
a  nativB'bom  Britidi  subijaet;  and  only  allowed 
the  attorney,  who  ooaduoted  the  process,  to  take 
what  other  steps  be  <^OBe,  as  they  could  not  injure 
my  (d«a,  and  secned  to  give  less  excuse  for  my 
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detention  in  jail.  The  fact  that  I  was  a  native-born 
British  snbjeet  wu  notorious ;  Dickson  knew  this 
well : '  Chief  Justice  Powell  never  pretended  igno- 
rance of  it ;  and  upon  the  knowledge  of  this  alone 
he  wai  bound  to  set  me  free. 

Canadians  f  I  wish  you  to  understand  that  any 
delay  of  my  return  to  the  province,  after  all  the 
forms  of  ai^ol  are  gone  through,  wilt  not  proceed 
from  want  of  success.  When  it  suits  my  conve- 
nience, I  shall  tread  t^in  on  the  soil  of  Upper 
Canada,  eren  in  the  face  of  imprisonment  and 
death.  I  put  thia  wkicAe  aJBair  on  record,  not  as  it 
coQcerns  myidf  as  a  prirate  individual,  but  as  it 
concerns  the  most  sacred  right  of  e  British  subject. 


PAUSE. 

It  has  been  stated  (page  ccx)  that  I  put  a  second 
volume  to  press,  in  the  hope  that  a  commission 
would  come  home  from  Canada  last  summer,  I 
was  not  only  disappointed  in  this ;  but  in  much 
more  than  this.  On  the  10th  September  a  packet 
reached  me,containing  the  Report  of  a  Parliunentary 
Committee,  and  a  Gazette  of  Upper  Canada.  I 
had  been  previously  prepared  to  hear  that  my 
firiends  in  your  Assembly  were  foiled  in  attempts 
to  procure  inquiry — that  they  were  out-voted ;  or 
that  the  measure  had  been  thwarted  by  the  Lcgis- 
lative  Council  of  the  Governor ;  but  what  was  ni^ 
astonishment  to  6nd  that  not  <We  <^  them  h^ 
inqvM  in  iKe  matter,  art*  that  »  Parliamentary 
X  3 
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Comniittee  had  be^n  sitting  only,  to  excite  cod- 
tempt,  with  a  pensioD^r  of  Goveroment  in  the 
chair,  prating  about  things  which  should  be  left  to 
themselves,  reOecting  oq  the  cotd  laws  of  England,. 
yet  fostering  com  laws  in  the  province,  and  desiring 
the  adoption  of  them  by  Lower  Canadb  1 1  Holding 
talk  about  a  grand  navigation,  ^nd  appointing  Com- 
missioners, without  thinking  for  a  raooient  as  ,to 
the  means  of  execution;  in,. short,  triSing  with 
every  thipg,  and  wholly  neglecting  what  was  most 
needful — a  submission  of  your  whole  public  aflnirs 
to  the  consideration  of  .the  Imperial  Parliament. 
'  Themomeat  that  I  read  the  Gazette  .and  Committee 
report,  every  sanguine  hope,  vanished.  I  felt  dis- 
gusted: expressed  my  disgust ;  and  soon  after 
resolved  to  make  a  complete  pause  in  my  operations 
here,  whrch  I  bad  trusted  would  be  profitably 
brought  to  a  close,  by  at  least  some  encouragement 
and  countenance  from  Canada. '  Finding  that  not 
one  of  your  representatives  had  done  you  service, 
and  that  from  the  gross  ignorance  which  prevailed 
in  your  Parliament,  that  any  thing, but  good  could 
be  expected  from  its  endeavour^y  I  flung  aside  my 
plans  tor  settlement  in  the  wilderness:  1  relinquish- 
ed my  sanguine  hope  of  seeing  ^e  grand  caDfils  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  Niagara.  execHtedithtoagfa 
provincial  wisdom :  J  resolved  to  nafrow  my  views, 
at  least  for  a  time,  and  rest  my  remaining  hope  with 
the  people  of  ^ngland,  who, have  so  long  been  put 
tfl  eoiqrmqn^  .expeBae  in  .jyir^ipg,  up.  ..a.  colony, 
only  .for  jdisgrac^  a^  AegTB§fl.ao^^  j:Ab{tiit..tvo 
m^th.s^j^ftert^his  i;es(^u<^  ,was.ta^en;fi  t^  p«ople 
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of  England  had  a  sample  of  what  soured  me  with 

your   parliamentary  representatives  served  up  to 
them. 


Morning  Post,  Novemher  15, 1821. 
Od  the  28tli  September  last,  a  meeting  was  held  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  couoty  of  Haltou,  in  the  Gm%  district  of 
•Upper  Canada.  The  chair  was  filled  by  James  Crooks, 
Csq.  M.  P.,  and  the  foUowiog  resokilioDe.Tere  adopted: — 
1.  That  it  is  the  opioioa  of,this  meeting,  that  the  r^ 
«t^j>tioos  and  regulatiuns  at  present  ezisdag  in  Great 
Britain,  with  respect  to  the  importation  of  grain  and  flanr 
from  tlieee  jprovinces,^  are  such  as  amount  almost  to  a  pro- 
hibition ;  and  that  to  theii  operation  is  to  be  attributed^  in 
a^eat^jneasore,  the  present  distress  of  oar  agricnitare  and 
commerce;  and  nnless  means  be  devised  for  our  spe^y 
and  efiectoal  reUef,  the  certain  rain  and  bankruptcy  of  the 
entire  farming  and  coiiimer«ial  interests  most  eosne- 
■  3.  lliat  though  a  nominal  market  Ibr  grain  and  fiour, 
kheprodace  of  these  colonies,  is  supposed  to  exist  in  the 
sMitbwnpartsof  £nrope,  yet  such  are  the  systems  pursued 
in  those  couQtriesjjaud'So  great  the  disadvantages  under 
-which  we  labour,  from  the  competitioQ  and  livalship  of  othejf 
countries, :'inore  •  favounibly  situated,  and  who,  from  prox- 
imity of  situataon,  are  in.possessioi^  of  greater  facilities,  that  . 
ocr-^orls  to  obtain  relief  there&om  jniist  be  totally  unsr 
vuling.  So  evident  iadeed  are  dieae  adyeatageE,  that  it  ij^ 
bot  k«owB  that  a  sii^Ia shipment  has  .been  made  to  any  of 
theiB;tbe  pastor  present  years. 

■  --:3' That.notwithstapding  the  appareot  advantages  of  a 
trade  with  the  West  Indies,  it  has  been  found,  on  close 
iBSpeotiw),  and  indeed  from  actual  experience,  that  they 
are  bat  few  in  number,  and  doubtful  in  effect  The  indi- 
rect trade  encouraged  between  them  aed  the  United  States, 
ander  the  aathortty  of  the  Free  Port  Act,  and  the  in-. 
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fltffiWKd  axpouesf  bnagioB  oar  pcoclii«e  to  nwriwl,  in  caa- 
■eqaence  of  our  remoto  litoation  and  the  difficnltiea  oco»- 
•ioned  hj  the  obBtruotion  of  our  luivigation  in  wuit«r,  icb- 
dering  it  imponible  for  lu  to  enter  theae  markets  vitfa  any 
things  like  a  &ir   oompetition,  or  reMonable  obance  ti 


4.  TbBt'  the  ntemts  of  the  two  proviiKses  of  Upper 
Mid  Lovw  Canada  are  ao  mtttnsBy  intenroron,  ttat  it  ime 
to  be  wished  some  meaaure  could  be  deriied  (in  eonoert)  to 
remove  existing  obstacles,  snd  Ckcllitate  sew  arruigQmAits, 
nore  likely  to  contribnte  to  the  gneni  welfkre. 

9.  That  the  existing  r^nUtion*  In  Iiower  Canada,  wUeh 
ttdmit  thb  importatisn  of  American  produce,  to  be  there 
coDBUmed,  without  any  dnty  being  miposed  apon  It,  tat 
directly  in  the  face  of  flat  reciprocity  which  oogfat  to  esist 
between  ^e  two  provinces  in  their  tiomneiVial  tater- 
eonrse  with  each  other,  as  it  not  only  tends  to  depress  the 
price  of  ITppw  Canada  produce,  but  renders  nttgirfoi^  the 
laws  thereon  existiag  for  its  protectioii. 
'  6.  That  the  want  of  an  outlet  for  our  gnte,  md  tfie  ewi- 
seqttent  depresBion  of  prices,  hu  an  ImaeJtote  tMideMy 
.  to  euooorsgeits  conrasloDinto  qiiffta,  flieiBcMaill^fAMi- 
tiimption  of  which  it  destnetif  0  M^ke  to  fte  omvIi  titi 
taimtrj  c/t  the  fnuabituiti. 

7.  lint  a  gret^t  proportion  eS  4e  mnitd  offte  iHMNt* 
'  attts  of  this  eoontry  hat  been  hitharto  sdppNed  from  OmmI 

Britain,  by  way  of  barter;  that  stteh  trade  rnoft  (Mfa<^ 
ee*>«,  from  the  Impossiliility  of  making  paymmts,  mrtnT 
«nr  gndn  and  floor  be  admhted  there  for  censmnptio. 

8.  Hat  although  our  distressei  have  been  pngMMl<M| 
yet  their  i^iproach  has  ben  so  steady  and  intKnutlec^  aa  to 
have  overwhelmed  &e  inhabitanlx  -wiA  eonteqaeneea  tha 
most  mlnoas,  and  with  a  rapidity  whi<A  no  cmitieB  or  1m*- 
sight  could  guard  against.  In  ttese  appalUiig'  dreimt- 
stanoes,  we  see  but  IttUe  prospect  of  relief,  mlesi  by  a 
direct  application,  by  petition,  to  the  justice  »mF  genefai^ 
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9-.  ThfttwUhtUin8«aC<HimiitUa,0MUulfoK0f  twdre 
perMaiflf  b*  i^pfiilitad  to  |>rapan  and  fimnvd  a/aeti  petttiaM 
umy  bed«ewE)4n«MiMry  topr«Motc  th*  elijfloU  ncen- 
mraded  ia  tbe  for^joiDg  resolationi. 

10.  TJUt  die  CoBUuHee  Mnitst  of  J.  Cf»Va,  &%,  H^P.. 
MsBO^  OvttsficU.  Wtlfiam  Chiikolin,  Dtu«l  G.  BWy.  . 
WAcr  Kiohol,  TitM  6.  Simuons,  AIimIdhi  Skwfe,  John 
£ri>,  Ainmder  Brawn,  Robnt  libinvy,  James.  M'Bri4«h 
and  JuMs  Bt^«r,  Eaqoitea. 

11.  TWt  thii  Hntiag  Nconmeiid  if  h  a  meainio  of 
vital  import  to  tbe  CamNUu,  tkat  nmilar  meatings  be  haM 
in  tbe  several  ofmatias  ttfong^ut  tke  prorincM. 

The  opinions  entertained  of  the  above,  you  wiH 
be  able  to  judge  of  ftom  tbe  following  extiacts  :— 
'<  itbmwjr  CSmmklt,  IfomA«r  17»  1831, 

"  That  fitue  poor  pe^le  (ntmailuQg;  i^kui  tjte  abore)  ai* 
griaroM};  ditjkrflwed.  aad  iwre  lonf  be^i  w.  i«  a  m^tt^r  of 
iMtpnet^j.  b«t  tk«y  are  nH/tir  nnfortwiate  io  tbe  net^ctiof 
ofren«difl»,Tl)iqbfVP«ariiitbeaeresoliitioi>i.  TJ^yv^ 
tba  rqteal  of  the  Coro  Bill-  Xlutr  visb  the  moiu^y  Q|f 
«lwqVp]^«iftb«WeHOdwa.  Tbegr  fjsh  a  Cant  BiU  for 
t«owfr  CaiUMla-  Wby  do  ;tl}e;  insh  as  to  repei|l  tbe  Cqi^ 
B)U«Wid  to  gp^nt  Aen  tbe  iaoa«|KiI]r  of  the  West  ladw 
market  ?  We  gain  nothing  by  Upper  Canada :  the  inha- 
bitants pay  DO  taxes :  an  uamediate  aom  of  money  is  raised 
by  taxation  from  tlie  people  of  tfais  conntry,  and  spent  in 
that  province.  Why  should  ve  levy  a  tax  on  tbe  West 
Isdies,  in  the  shape  of  tbe  additional  price  oocasioned  bjr 
•  iMwqwl):,  for  tboir  relief  I" 

•*  TraetSer,  fioww3>€r  IT,  16!^^ 
**  Upper  Canada  is  the  most  fertile  part  of  the  North  Ane> 
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riean  continent,  bless«d  with  a  mestdeKgbtfal  climate,  iritfa 
unexampled  means  of  Internal  navigation,  with  the  privil^e 
of  importing  its  wheat  into  Great  Britain  when  oar  maricet 
price  is  078.  (instead  of  being  exoloded,  like  other  ooan-  . 
tries,  till'tiie  price  h  80e.);  ^e  chai^  of  its  army  is  paid 
by  Great  Britain ;  yet,  with  all  these  advantages,  die  inha- 
latants  are  languishing,  not  in  absolnte  want  (for  in  snch  a 
eitnation  no  man  can  want  foed),  bat  in  the  lowest  condition 
to  which  veil-fed  animals  can  be  redoced.  On  the  oppo- 
site side  of  tl>e' rivers  and.  takes,  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  (mnch  of  which  haa  been  setded  more  re> 
oently  than  Canada),  there  is  the  most  striking  difference, 
^e  country  is  fall  of  Hie  mobtfloarishiug  villages ;  and  it 
is  remaiiable,  that  witile  in  the  United  States  there  is  now  - 
not  the  smallest  village  without  a  steeple  (while  scarcely 
web  a  thing  is  to  be  seen  in  Canada),'  or  at  least  a  place  of 
worship.  This  fact,  among  others,  a  tour  recentiy  paUish- 
ed  by  Mr.  Howison,  evidently  without  any  political  par^ 
tiaKty,  bears  testimony  to.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  in  addi- 
tion, that  our  Government  always  gives  away  its  land  {fett 
of  course  excepted),  while  the  lowest  price  obtained  by  tfi©-- 
American  Government  for  thelr's  is  two  dollars  per  acre*: 
That  there  is  mismanagement  the  mere  results  shew ;  but 
tiie  details  of  the  jobbing  which  produces  them,  and  the 
policy  which  has  sent  so  many  wretched  setders  to  die 
coast  of  Afiica,  while  almost  a  boundless  quantity  of  the 
best  land  might  have  been  obtained  for  tiiem  so  much  nearer 


*  My  lust  letter  from  the  United  States  (dated  ISth  September, 
1S21)  gives  nie  the  foUowiDg  as  the  current  prices'  of  land  io  that 
country  : — Credit  sales  in  the  Oeaesee  country,  near  Lake  Ontario, 
five  dollars  per  acre ;  and  soudi  towards  Pennsylvania,  two  to  fire 
dollars.  Cash  sales,  few  orraiher fwne.  United  States  land  in 
Oli;o,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  lodiana,  one  and  a  quarter  dollar, 
flash  fiUdoiea. 
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home,  will  be  -well  worthy  of  the  attention  of  those  who  wish 
to  see  how  the  least  good  can  be  done  at  the  ^eate'st  ex- 
penae,"' 

"  Times,  November  23, 1821. 
"  Quebec  Gazettes  of  the  19th  October  arrived  yester- 
day. .  They  present  a  deplorable  picture. of  agricoltaral 
distress  in  both  the  Canadas.  The  absence  of  all  demand 
for  wheat  had  compelled  several  farmers  in  the  district  of 
Montreal  to  send  hay,  oats,  and  vegetables,  in  boats,  down 
the  river  for  the  chance  of  a  market  at  Quebec.  In  some 
of  the  parishes  of  Montreal,  which  formerly  gold  g^eat 
quantities  of  wheat  for  ex[^ortation,  farms  pardy  cleared; 
with  a  log-bouse  and  bam,  had  been  sold  at  Sheriffs'  sales 
for  less  than  the  nsual  law  expenceji  iacarced  to  effect  the 
sale.  One  immediate  consequence  of  this  distress  was  ex- 
pected to  be  the  compelling  the  farmers  to  resort  to  family 
manufactures  for  their  supply  of  clothing,  as  tliey  must  soon 
otherwise  be  without  the  means  of  protecting  their  bodies 
ag^unst  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons." 


"  Scotsman,  Novejnber  24, 1821. 
"  The  same  distress  in  which  the  British  farmers  are  in- 
volved seems  to  have  extended  to  the  farmers  of  Upper 
Canada,  who  are  holding  meetings,  and  voting  resolutions, 
condemnatory  of  that  clause  in  the  late  corn  law,  which  pre- 
vents the  importation  of  Canadian  wheat  into  this  country, 
tintil  the  home  price  reaches  67s.  a  quarter.  Bat  while 
they  are  load  in  their  cry  against  the  monopoly  established 
in  favour  of  the  British  farmers,  they  are  themselves  stre- 
naoasly  denouncing  the  impolicy  of  those  regulations 
"  which  permit  the  importation  of  American- prodvce  into 
Lower  Caitada,  without  any  duty  being  imposed  upon  it "  ! 
Full  liherly  to  export  their  produce  to  England  would  noi 
satisfy  these  gentlemen.    They  must  besides  have  a  mono- 
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polj  efMted  in  tbeir  bvoor,  wad  be  invflstod  vilh  Ae  ox* 
dusWe  ««Mauiuutd  of  tbe  market  of  tbeir  neighbovi !  A 
modest  demand,  tnily ;  bat  qaite  in  the  taste  of  the  pneti> 
cal  Statesman  of  the  Board  of  Trade." 


Here  yod  see^  CaBaAatis,  wbat  tbe  pec^le  of 
Sngland  tblnk  of  your  Townsbip  ReaolatioBS^ 
countenanced  by  James  Crooks,  Esq.  M.  P.  The 
extracts,  faereproducedt  are  from  newspapers  of  tbe 
very  first  respectability,  and  alt  of  them  noted  for 
tbeir  hostility  to  the  Corn  Laws  of  England.  Th^ 
iSK  tbe  very  newspapers  which  most  lieartily  wouM 
have  taken  you  by  tbe  hand,  bad  yon  cooie  hone 
with  liberal  demands ;  but  you  see  bow  tbey  pity 
and  despise  yon,  when  on  tbe  same  paper  yon 
exhibit  impertinent  comments  on  English  legis* 
lation,  and  the  most  grasping  selfishness.  It  was 
this,  and  more  than  this,  which  turned  my  sto- 
mach the  Untk  of  Septembery  one  thousaitdt  eight 
Jumdred,  and  twenty-one  years ;  (see  vol.  11.  page 
460)  and  I  am,  indeed,  bappy  to  shew  you  that 
similar  causes  have  produced  a  similar  effect  upon 
the  minds  of  men  of  the  first-rate  talents  and 
respectability,  in  this  coyntry.  Of  all  men,  you 
had  least  reason  or  right,  to  complain  of  tbe  Bng* 
lish  Com  Act.  To  you  it  is  most  liberal.  AJ> 
lowing  your  wheat  to  be  sold  in  England,  wbea 
prices  rise  here  to  67s.,  was  a  mighty  favour ;  and 
of  that  you  complain ! !  No  man  was  more  op- 
posed to  tbe  Com  Bill  of  England  than  myself. 
1  posted  the  Bath  Society,  in  1815,  as  infamous, 
for  proposing  that  bill  to  parliamentj   declariog 
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itw  BtaBure  to  be  "  »d/Uk,  JittUa,  vttd  impelitie  ;" 
bnt  ia  your  place  I  ahould  have  Mud  nothing 
•gainst  it.  Your  present  distresses  txay  be  traced 
to  otber  causes  thao  the  Cora  Laws  of  England. 
This  is  not  the  place  to  enlarge  upon  tbesei  but 
a  glance  at  <Hie  of  them  will  be  sufficient  for  my 
pUi|Mfle. 

The  HaltoD  petition  speabs  of  tbe  "  certain  ruin 
and  baniruptof  of  the  entire  farming  and  com- 
mercial interests ;"  but  tbe  **  justice  and  geDerosity 
of  bis  Majesty's  government"  cannot  now  heiptbat, 
and  be  otherwise  consistent  and  fair.  Your  debts, 
contracted  when  wheat  scJd  readily  among  you  at 
Ss.  per  bushel,  cannot  be  soon  paid  when  tbe 
price  is  two  shillings;  far  less  when  there  is  no 
price  at  all.  But  why  did  you  contract  debts? 
It  did  not  follow,  because  money  was  made  plen^ 
and  cheap  by  the  immense  issues  of  government 
duiing  tbe  war,  that  you  were  tu  be  more  and 
more  extravagant  Let  any  one  of  you  look  bock 
fat  ten  years,  and  say  if  he  might  not  at  this  m»> 
ment  have  been  clear  of  debt,  had  he  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  precious  opportunities  which  have 
now  fled.  You  were  extravagant:  you  went  on 
contracting  debts  when  you  might  have  paid  them 
off;  and  now  you  are  unable  to  pay.  Your  plan, 
Dow>  is  to  become  bankrupt  at  once,  and  bid  adieu 
to  ruin.  There  is  no  dishonour,  under  certain 
circumstances,  in  becoming  bankrupt;  andjustice, 
as  well  as  prudence,  often  plead  fcH*  it.  A  Caaa< 
dian  farmer  has  not  much  to  fear  in  bankruptcy. 
He  can  support  himself  and  family  with  four  hours 
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labouraday;  and  with' eight  hours  labour  he  may 
have  luxuries  and  fine  clothes,  all  from  the  growth 
of  his  own  farm,  and  by  domestic  industry.  With 
so  fine  a  country  as  you  possess,  arid  the  right  of  tax- 
ing yourseWea,  it  iseven  impious  t6  be  sending  home 
petitions  like  that  before  us.  You  may  be  happy 
and  contented  without  foreign  trade,  and  though'  the 
tnouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  were  frozen  up  for  ever. 
What,  think  you,  became  of  Adam  and  JEve  after  be- 
ing turned  out  of  Paradise,  without  a  soul  to  trade 
with!!  You  are  slothful,  and,  of  course,  poor. 
■You  are  grossly  ignorant:  and  Mr.  James  Crooks 
does  not  blush  to  subscribe  to  it!  Dr.  Howison 
tells  us  in  his  Sketches  that  nobody  can  prevail 
■with  you  without  "fiattering  your  vanity.''  I 
never  did  and  never  shall  flatter  your  vanity;  for 
out  of  vanity  nothing  can  be  expected  buV  vexation 
'of  spirit.  It  was  for  very  different  objects  that 
Iwished  your  parliamentary  representatives  to  send 
home  a  commission'fi'om  those  which  appear  oh  the 
face  of  the  Halton  petition.  I  wished,  to  see 
glaring  obstructions  to  improvement  removed : 
I  wished  to  .see  your  just  claims  on  government 
satisfied  out  of  means  Well  used  lb  the  province  : 
I  wished  to  see  a  libera!  system  of  government 
introduced,  the  pride  of  power  humbled,  and 
business  attended  to:  I  wished  to  see  Canada 
become  profitable  to  England,  instead' of  hanging 
upon  her  as  a  burthen:  I  wished  to  see  you  throw 
aside  ali  taxes,  but  one,' upon  land,  by  which  you 
might  in  time  correct  the  wretched  state  ofpro^ 
perty    how    existing,  'which   smothers  'yttii    \ip 
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among  reserves,  and  unoccupied  grants  of  drones. 
aDd  absentees.  I.wisbed  to  see  you  obtain  a  toan. 
from  England. fcH-  the  execution  of  great  public 
woriui,  on  the  security  of  such  a  tax.  I  wished  . 
to  see  J0,000  emigrants  annually  settled  on  the 
waste  lands  of  the  crown.  My  ideas  were  great, 
and  good,  and  practicable ;!  .but  ignorance  and 
vaniCy  have,  for  the  present,' blasted  them. 

'  There  is  not  a  single  clause  of  the  Halton  Resolu- 
tions idiat/dpes  not  contain  something  foolish  or 
ofiebslve.  The second«nd  third  expose  tbe.natural 
disadrantages  of. Upper -Canada,  while  her  manifold' 
natural  advantages  are  forgotten, —  advantages 
which,  if  improved  by  good  government,  would 
quite  outbalance  the  disadvantages  so  peevishly . 
dwelt  on  by  the  inhabitants  of  Halton.  Upper 
Cauada  cannot  meet  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  ^est  India  markets,  not  because  of  her  "  remote; 
situation,  and  the  difficulties  occasioned  by  the. 
obstruction  of  navigation  In  winter,"  hut  because  of 
the  inferiority  of  government;  and  because  of  the. 
bad  state  of  property  above  spoken  of,  which  renders 
It  impossible  for  the  Canadian  fartaier  to  cultiyate- 
with  economy  and  profit ;  which  indeed  retards  all . 


*  People  from  tlie  United  States!  er«i  supply  .v^tablea  tO' 
KiiigBtan  merbeE;  and  oewspapen  are  half  the  price  in  tbe  Slates 
tbat  they  are  in  Caoada — all  from  the  bad  state  of  ))roperty. 
Upper  Ganadft  ^ntaina  about  seven  people  to  the  square  mile: 
tlie' State  of  New  York  thirty  people.  Here  is  a  simple  cause; 
and  in  tlie  course  of  this  Von-k  I  hare  again  atid  again  pointed 
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improremeKt,  and  makes  erery  diing  dear*,— 
which  beistifiei  society,  aod  insalts  us  at  home 
with  the  pnblioatioD  of  the  Halton  Resolutions! 
.The  expense  of  leDdiiig  produce  to  Quebec,  and 
thenoe  to  the  West  ladies,  is  a  mere  b^fatelle,  to 
the  expense  and  waste  sustained  by  bad  manage- 
roent  wUkm  the  proriDca  (^  Upper  Canada. 

The  6tb  clause  of  the  resolutions  cants  about 
injury  to  the  *'  morals  and  ioduatry  of  the  inhabit- 
ants," from  distillatimi  in  the  province ;  while  it  is 
a  fsot,  that  the  proTlDce  has  all  along  stunk  from 
end  to  end,  with  West  India  rum ! ! 

In  the  8th  elause,  little  prospect  of  relief  is  seen, 
'*  unless  by  a  direct  ftpplicetion,  by  petition,  to  die 
justice  and  generosity  of  his  Mfgesty's  GorernnMnt 
md  the  Imperial  ParUameut ;''  and  this  application, 
forsooth,  must  be  made  through  such  a  medium  as 
a  County  Meeting,  with  a  Member  of  Parliament 
in  the  chur,  wlio  had  neither  the  ingenuousness  to 
oounteouice  the  Convention  of  friends  to  inquiry, 
nor  manly  resolution  to  stand  up  in  his  (Usee  in 
Parliament  last  session,  and  inmt  on  a  oommiatitm 
isttty  uni  bomel !  It  is  quite  sickening :  my  pft- 
tieoce  is  exhausted  with  such  a  display  of  igncvance 
and  vanity.  I  bad  reflections  to  make  on  the 
genera)  perversity  of  mankind:  I  had  designed  to 
oast  my  eye  back  on  the  for^rang  pages,  and  make 
some  remarks  on  the  c<H)duet  of  my  Lord  Holland, 
Sir  James  Mackintosh,  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  &c. : 
besides  having  once  more  at  Mr.  Cobbett,  the 
Severest  fellow  of  them  sU;  but  really,  my  good 
Canadians,  the  resolutions  of  James  Crooks,  Esq. 
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M.  p.  and  bv  neighbouri  o(  Halton,  hwe  ^ite 
doyed  mydesiw  for  oriticiim  and  eeoiure  iipoa 
the  conduct  of  any  man,  woman,  or  tfaiag  on  this 
•ide  tiie  Atlantic.'— Adibu. 


COLONIAL  GOVERNMENT. 

On  this  jsubject  I  abaU  wldreas  myvelf 

To  the  People  of  England. 

SiKCR  the  United  States  made  good  their  inde- 
pendence by  the  sword.  North  American  Colonies 
must  have  cost  ua  little  less  than  fifty  tniHtoas  of 
pounds  sterling;  and  I  qaestion  if  they  hare 
returned  so  many  farthinga  for  our  goremtnentat 
oaM.  Till  of  late  the  annual  charge  could  not  be 
much  less  than  half  a  million ;  and  this  fkct  i  sh^ 
maintain,  tibat  instead  of  throwing  away  money  on 
these  colonies,  we  may  draw  from  them  a  con- 
aideroble  revenue,  merely  by  the  economical  dis- 
posal of  waste  lands.  At  the  present  time,  •nhea 
the  bonds  of  societyare  ready  to  burst  with  over- 
stHiined  taxation,  surely,  such  a  consideration 
ought  not  to  be  thought  a  trifling  one. 

Our  North  American  colonies  are  not  yet  ripe 
for  iadependenee,  or  that  should  be  granted  them  ;— 
not  independence  of  die  crown,  but  of  ministen. 
The  colonies  stand  in  need  of  kind  mirsing  for  ten 
years  to  oome ;  at  the  end  of  which  period  they 
might  be  allowed  to  meet  in  Convention,  «nd 
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cboone  a  ggyerDmebt  for  theioBelves.  It  is  th«ir 
iiiteresr  to  remaio  for  ever  connected  with  this 
country,  and. there  is  not  the  slightest. reason  to 
suppose  that  they  would  ever  harbour  a  wish  to 
throw  off  its  sovereignty,  or  deny  us  the  right  of 
disposing  of  waste  lands  to  the  best  advantage. 
Set  free  from  the  wretched  controul  of  haughty, 
ignorant,  and  capricipus  gomnors,  they  would 
most  assuredly  cherish  a  pride  in  their  affinity  to 
the  parent. State:  they  would  remain  for  ever  our 
friends,  and. fellow-subjects. .  Were  a  liberal  sys- 
tem of  government  established  in  tlie  Colonies,  li- 
beral minded  men  would  spring  up  there;  and, 
thither,  liberal-minded  men  would  emigrate  frtun 
Britain.  It  is  from  liberality  alone,. .that  Britairi 
can.  retain  and.  derive  benefit  from  her  coJouiea. 
Let  us  then  at  once,  have  liberality. 

Looking  back  to  the  history  of  America,  bow 
8|imple  do  the  means  appear  by  which  we  might 
have  retained  the  United  States.  Good  heavens! 
what  madness  was  it  to  drive  free-born  Americans 
to  rebellion,  by  denying  them  the  rights  of  men! 
What  folly  to  imagine  that  we,  islanders,  coukl 
coerce  the  people  of  a  continent,  3,000  miles  re- 
moved !  Had  Americans  been  permitted,  io  due 
time,  to  govern  themselves,  they  never  would 
have  denied  to  this  country  the  right  of  di^K^iag 
of  waste  land ;  and  by  the  judicious  disposal  o€ 
that  we  could  not  only  have  drawn  home  a  coosir 
derabie  revenue,  but  have  planted  the  new  world 
with  a  superior  race  of  men.  Surely  we  may.  now 
be  taught  by  experience; — surely,  in  this   more 
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enlightened  age>  we  may  leam  how  to  turn  to  pro- 
fit Uie  immense  territorj  which  we  yet  possess  on 
the  continent  of  America.  Let  the  eye  only 
glance  over  the  map,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  ^• 
cific»  and  from  the  Si.  Lawrence  to  the  Pole ;  andf 
then  let  me  ask,  if  it  may  not  be  for  the  ho- 
nour of  England,  holding  profit  apart,  to  confiido* 
by  what  means  so  vast  a  r^ion  may  be  tenanted 
with  civilized  men — with  happy  souls  and  loyal 
subjects.  Four  years  ago  the  charming  possibility 
(rf  thls^ing  realized  dawned  upon  my  mind ;  and 
I  naid  that  "  Eoglaud  could  spare  50,000  people 
aDQually,  and  be  refreshed  with  (he  dischai^." 
The  truth  has  grown  more  and  more  obvious,  and 
I  now  repeat  it  with  perfect  confidence.  The 
vision  of  quickly  and  thickly  peopling  the  earth 
with  our  species,  brightens  in  my  imagination  day 
after  day ;  and  most  earnestly  would  I  intreat  every 
benevolent  mtnd  to  give  serions  attention  to  the 
subject.  The  idea  may  be  easily  realiBed.  It  ra- 
quires  btit  systematic  arrangement,  and  tbe  jud»> 
cious  application  of  capital  which  we  have  in  abnnd- 
ance.  It  will  pay :  it  may  be  resorted  to,  not  only 
for  the  performance  of  the  first  great  command  to 
multiply  and  replenish  ;  but  fat  our  individual  ad> 
vantage  and  our  national  aggrandizethent:  it  may 
be  looked  forward  to  as  the  peaceful  means  of 
establishing  a  new  and  a  better  order  of  .dungs  in. 
the  world.  Hitherto  v&a'a  chief  employment  has 
been  to  butcher  their  kind.  They  have  gone  on 
from  age  to  age,  destroying  and  depopulating :  they 
have  striven  to  give  aid  to  vice  and  misery.     Why 
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abot^  itbe  SO?  Mesctfal  God!  Wh&f  caUB6 
have  we  to  quarrel  wUfa  the  people  of  Uie  UikJted 
Slices)  AT  these  fieoplewith  their  ncigbboumin  Ct^ 
ni&BL?  Is  tlMr6,notroom  forui  all,  andshciirid  weMS 
^t  (Km^der;hoi»r  tbatroommay  be  filled  up?  Xhtt 
and  all  of  us.  may,. for  ooituries  to  come,  have  po- 
sitive; and  great  advantage  in  settling  tbe-waUes  (tf 
inrtiwe  to  theiz:  rsmotest  veife.  Eoglarfd  alow 
couldy  in;  fHosperity,  <aA2y  sitpply  50,000  reCTuits 
auBnally,  for  emigration  and  settlenent;  and  tha 
Uuited  Kingdom  100,000.  Yes:l  by;tbe  situplest 
aiitbaietio  it  can  be  proved,  ■  if  proof  is  called  for.  - 
'  .  Our'NorthiAmeciffan  Frorinces)  should  be  OM- 
Memteii.  Tbey  should  holdcoBgress  iii  theibotith 
filJune,  at  Quebec.  Lower  Canada:  Upper  G^ 
naifai:  Nfew'-Brunsirick,  having  Ga«p£i  aod^  Prinii% 
fkhvaj^^  IsImhI  laid  to  it:  Nova  SeotJa,  baivin|; 
Cape  Breton.  laid  to  it}  and  Newfotindluid, 
mighc  conscitute  £re  independent,  but  confede^ 
rated  pnwhioesi  LabndcM- :  East,  South,.)  Wes«i 
aiid  North  Httdton,  might  fall  into  the  ccmfedersey 
asitbcy  became  oivihzed  and  sufficiently  popnkwa; 
aisd^  in^'  the  course  of  time,  thwQ  <partS'  of  the 
United  States,  whose  wat«s  issue  by  Quebec, 
(never.to.be  gained  over  by  conquest),  would,  1 
doubt'  not,  j«in  the.  Noctbun '  Coofedeiacy,  and 
swedlthe  Gorermnent  ofthe  St.  Lawrence  to  its 
natnialaiae. 

>  The  best  Gonstitntion  for  a  North  AoMricau 
Frorinoei  white  at  nurse, .would, ^ in  my  spinioD; 
be  this:  to  consist  <^  an  Assembly  chosen i>y  the 
|ieople,  as  in  Canada;  a  Governor  and  CiHiBcil* 
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The  Governor  might  be  a  military  mah,  and  bave 
tfare  cotnmissiotaing;  of  militia  officers,  ifhllcj  he  and 
tfe^  Council  appointed  judges,  magiBfrates,  tec, 
who  should  be  subject  to  removal  on  the  applica^' 
ti*>ii  of  a  certain  large  portion,  aay  four-fifths  tif 
t  be  people,  among  whom  they  were  appointed  to 
act.    The  Council  might  consist  of  ten  memb««. 
or  more ;  one  half  to  be  chosen  by  the  people  tilU 
giftle  to  ait  in  Assembly  ;  the  otbe>  balf  tb  be  real 
men  of  bnsiness,  sent  from  Gtlgtand  on  salaries  fbr' 
service.    These  men,   besides  doftfg  dnty  iti  the- 
Council,  as  adViSeft  Utid  legislators,  might  form 
a  tand-board,   altogether  (ndepeirtleht  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Governdrs  'or  '^lOTertiment;  ihd  be  «ubser-' 
vTent,  in  that  capacity,  to  -a  grand  landrboard  at ' 
bcime.     The  grand  national  tabd-board,   «f(li  iai 
branches  in  the  several  ProVin^'eb,  might  dispi^ 
of  waste  lantfs  6n  strict  buiiiMM'  printiipleS ;  ataS 
by  system,  every  wfty  definied  '&nd  u^st^,  'mti- 
nage  in  the  best  potoible  manri^  f6r  publlti  gvk»d. 
Accurate  surveys  trad  rtlBps  might  bfemaiib,  antf^X- 
hibtted  both  at  home  and  abroad,  fi:>rthe^}ipedlting' 
of  business,  either  in  purchsjdfe  or  e^tchatige ;  ^nd 
under    the    auspices  of   the    larid-boafd  and  its 
branches,  a  grand  system  of  emigration  might  be' 
ot^;anized  and  mainliiBined  in  constant  Operatido. 
'fhere  iS  nothing  in'meiretfiagriitudewbich  should' 
frighten  mi.     M^^nitride  hi  gene^t  may  be  mdde ' 
td  coAffribute  to  fiucc^JA';  and  "with  systemMtc  tit- 
rangiSment,  ahd  adequate  rae^hs,  may  be  tilrned  to 
its  utmost  accoiint^  witbout  diffictilty,  confusion, 
orfailnre.    I  avoid  particlilnfs.     The  snbject  of 
y  2 
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profitable  emigration  and  settlement,  is  oae  to 
which  1  have  devoted  part  of  my  third  volume, ' 
and  should  the  public  happily  conceive  favourable 
opioiotM  of  schemes  now  hinted  at,  it  shall  be  my 
utmoHt  ambition  to  go  on  to  practical  illusbratiou 
and  detail.  A  few  words  on  the  fundamental 
principle  may  not  be  thrown  away :  they  may 
assist  in  arresting  attention.  Land  is  valuable,  ac- 
cording to  the  d^ree  of  convenience  attached  to 
it ;  and  other  things  being  equal,  increases  in  value 
as  the  density  of  population  increases.  A  single 
lamily  planted  dowo'  on  a  squue  mile,  as  is  the 
case  ia  Upper  Canada,  can  have  no  convenience- 
no  su6lcient  strength  to  make  head  against  obsta- 
cles to  improvement ;  and  while  the  settler  is  held 
iy  misery,  Uttle  value  is  added  to  the  land  he  oc- 
cupies. Plant  down  two  fiimilies,  twelve,  twenty, 
cr  mtMCt  on  the  same  extent  of  ground,  and  each 
addition,  up  to  a  certain  proportion,  insures 
greater  and  greater  comfort  and  convenience  to  the 
whole,  white  an  instaat  and  gteat  value  is  given 
to  the  soil.  One  solitary  family,  settled  oa  a 
square  mile,  must  pine  few  years,  become  poor, 
dispirited,  beggarly,  and  brutal,  while  twenty  Jii- 
milies  will  not  only  retain  their  strength,  their 
spirit,  and  their  manners,  but  insttrntly  0ourisb, 
£eel  contented,  feel  happy,  and  be  more  and 
more  ambitious  to-  excel  in  activity  and  skill.. 
England  has  thousands  of  people  to  spare ;  and  for 
her  thousands  of  people  she  has  millions  of  acres 
to  settle  and  improve.  She  is  the  greatest  land- 
owner on  -the  globe,  and  she  has  the  greatest  com- 
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MOf&nd  of  capital.  That  capital  n  now  running  to 
waste ;  or  woree  than  waste,  it  is  ruanit^  -  on  to 
increase  pauperisKi  and  idleness;  idleness  both 
among  the  rich  and  the  poor.  While  this  capital 
is  yet  at  command,  England  may  do  wonders,  by 
setting  in  motion  a  vast  machitieiy  at  home  -and 
-abroad ;  but  let  this  capital  waste  itself,  as  it  is 
now  doing,  and  a  tittle  time  only  will  see  its  end* 
— a  woful  endi 

Newfoundland  now  contains  70,000  permanent 
inhabitants.  They  are  sending  home  petitions,  to 
obtain  a  free  and  regular  constitution  of  govern- 
ment. Let  experiment  be*  made  there.  Before 
t^  chartered  constitutions  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Bninswidc,  or  those  of  Canada,  framed  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  are  pulled  to  pieces,  let  Ne%^- 
Ibundland  have  oue  framed  without  delay ;  and 
when  that  is  found  perfect,  the  older  ctmstitutions 
may  be  new-modelled,  to  Correspond  with  it. 
An  .immediate  e^perimwt  may  also  be.  made  io 
rightly  laying  out  and  disposing  of  land  in  -New- 
ibiuidland.  In  general,  that  country  is  unfefour- 
able  to  cultivation ;  but  still  it  contains  immense 
tracts,  which,  under  good  management,  may  be 
brought  to  value,  and  be  occupied  at  once  to  the 
•adrantage  of  individuals,  and  the  nation.  At  pre- 
-eent,  the  people  of  Newfoundland  are  not  allowed 
-sufficient  land,  even  for  potatoe  gardens.  How 
monstrous*  !    And  this  too,  becausextf  an  absurd* 


*  While  the  above  was  priming,  the  followJDg  article  apptared 
a  Tjib  Times  newspaper,  38lh  January,  1822.     It  will  shew  the 
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.  tbefe,  woiild  injure  th«  fisbenvs.  It  would  Mmt 
She  fisheries :  it  would  enable  us  to  cope  witb  the 
people  of  tbe  United  St^ss,  ia  tbat  Made,  itloiig 
tbe  Nortb  American  sbores,  where  tbey  ase  vtriv- 
iag  to,  rival,  aud,  by  all  aCQOWtta,  only  rAquiw 
tioae  to  go  beyood  ub»  notwitbstaBdiDg  that  «Hr 
nfltunil  advmtagea  are  superior.  But  cokmial  po- 
licy is  every  wbere  at  war  witb  nature.  Tbe  peo- 
ple of  Ni«wfouiid]BDd  would,  no  doubt,  be  wiUing 
to  give  a  fair  {vice  fiar  laud,  taauit  their  coBveni* 
ence ;  and  ^.  judicious  tqode  of  byitig  out,  aod 
diapoBing  of  lend,  aa*  it  came  to  be  wanted,  »  of 
tbe  ut^iost  coBsequeoce  to  induce  ^^  eoiVQuienM, 
iHid  D^ak^  it  vaJjuabl*.  The  Nortb  Aneooiu  p9o> 
viaoes.ipigbt  <;bo9«q  three  or  nctorewpberaenob. 
to  attend  cofli^^ma  at  Quebec ;  and  one  of  tiicie 
Gfi  e^fib  F«ovi0QC»  Bftigbt  be  alldwed  to  come  bo«», 

Miultof  ^Iremitiag'tfae'ifltufaitaiiU'of  «  eodntiy  from  caltintm^ 

"  We  w»  «)n7-  to  Uus  tlut  «dricaB  «ro  in  town,  fra«i  N«it- 
foundlaiKl,  vrbicli  describe  Utat  colony  to  be  in  ^.  Sate  of  extMW> 
distresa.  Among  the  lower  orders,  it  is  said,  there  are  few  able  to 
■apport  themselves;  and  the  members  of  the  opulent  part  at  the 
Commnnity  ■»  so  smaTI,  that  relief  ttrs  impraeti  cable.  Many,  it 
ma  ftared,  nniet  parish  {mn  want  Ueeda^  of  tbe  inkdriViak 
bad  bME  held,  for  tba.  fOtpote,  of  nisiag  aatwn^aM,  an^  An 
Qoveniorbad^iatiinated.  to  them,  that  a  sum  equjil  to  tbs,vhol* 
liaised  by  the  colonists  would  be  coatributed  by  the  goTenuDant. 
Memorials  have  been  sent  to  England,  to  claim  the  interposition 
of  tha  l^slatura.  Tbe  adrices  are  to  the  5th  iastanl,  the  Teoael 
wbidt  bnnght  tbem  to  liirei^ol  bariDg  performed  (ha  royagt  in 
iht  ibort  spaco  of  mntBen  dtji."^ 
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and  have  aseat  in  the  BHti«h'PayNaaK&it,  with' 
liberty  Co  speak,  but  ndtto'votd.  Tbete' (n^lXtb^v 
mi^,  from  the'Cobgrew  being  fa^ib'June,  atf-' 
Dually  viiit  En^and,  and  return  to  pe^tm  their 
dutiea  at  Quebec ;  and  fhuaa-drrect,'  social,'  Kvely, 
and  wBtcfafutinteit^ence  night  be  maintuned  be-, 
tircen  the  home'&hd  the  colonial  goveriimeDts:'all 
would  b%  siiBfile  and  effieactous ;  friMidly  and  ia^ 
d^ieiidebt;  'aotire  and  hanoDuieus.  If  desired 
by  the  i^ioyiacitJs,  one  of  our  Prmoei  «ni^t  Kskle 
at'Qcrebec,  a;s  Viceroy,  to  be  directed  by  agisters, 
Mibieot  to  impeaehmeDt ;  and  to  the  Vicei4y  might 
be  given  a  power,  much  Granted  'abroad,  to  par* 
doD  ofiencea  of  every  kind:  indeed,  saving  ac- 
knoiwle^mait  to  the  -Sovereign  of  Etiglaad,  the' 
Viceroy  iB^t  be  closed  with  every  royal  preitv 
gfBttte.  At  Quebec,  too^  a.  supreme  judioiikltri- 
braal  night  he  estaUi^ed^  to  supersede  the  ne-- 
cesisity  of  appealing  to  4lie  King  in  Council  at 
home  iT'-^  :  palpable  bar  to  justke.  The  mcire 
sketet«9i  of  provincial  government  is  sufBcieht  noW 
tohaveeKfatbited.  It  is  bow  only  meant  to  attract 
notice  to  the  subject,  find  to  ley  the  foundation  for 
mature  discussion.  Never  did  necessity  call  mofe 
loudly  for  ifivestigation  into  colonial  policy,  than  . 
now.  We  cannot,  indeed,  a^rd  longer  to  trifle 
with  this  'most  important  subject.  Our  colonial 
policy  over  the  whole  world  is  abominable ;  but  in 
North  America  it  ought  most  speedily  to  be  seen 
to;  for  there  it  cannot  be  much  longer  endured, 
even  though  our  Ministers  had  still  means  to  riot 
in  folly  aod  extran^aace,  in  tiolding  ooloniet  Only 
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for  the  porti<»iiDg  (^  their  frieada  and  rdatiMii. 
Bickerings  between  proviocial  assemblies  and  their 
governors  are  now  cootinualljr  heard  of ;  and  even 
the  iittle  island  of  Bermuda  ha&  for  yean,  been  ia  a 
state  of  distcaction  and  discontent,  ftom  aibitnry 
pEQceediiigB*.  The  cause  ia  obvtoiM-  CoHuiial  G^ 
■  verncMB  are  all  of  them  armed  with  too  much  power*, 
which,  ahnost  to  a  man.  tbey  abuse.  They  aie 
blinded  by  the  sycophants  who  surround  tfaein ; 
and  invariably  b^Kome  either  stupid  or  mad.  Onr 
l^otth  American  colonies  a£ford,  in  their  histwy,  not 
a  single  trace  of  common  sense,  discretion,  or  eco- 
n<HBy.  Mismanagement  and  misrule  hare  prevail- 
ed, and  are  prevailing.  Not  ooly  do  they  yield  bo 
revenae*  but,  as.coDSumera  of  British  maaufiioturefl, 
tbe-iohabitants  are  not  .half  so  advantageous  to  us 
as  any  like  number  of  people  in  the  United  States ; 
for  this  clear  reason,  that  coto>nial  policy  has  kept 
tliem  spiritless  and  poverty-stricken.  By  the  um- 
plest  and  safest  measures,  all'  mtiy  be  changed  fot 
the  better.  _We  may  speedily  lessen  <mr  evpeiMli- 
ture,  and,  from  improved  manag^nent  alooe,  we 
may  at  once  have  a  direct  revenue  and  flounshti^ 
people  to  deal  with  in  trade. 

My  pen  must  not  be  laid  down  without  noticing 
the  opposite  sentiments  of  politicians  in  and  out  of 
power.     Ministers  seem  to  have  no  idea  of  holding 


*  "  The  little  island  of  Bermuda,  ia  now  involved  in  Ihe  very 
tempest,  torrent,  and  whirlwind  of  contention,  between  the  Gover- 
aoT  and 'the' governed ;  Between  the  Legislature  and  the  inhabit- 
•ntB  of  ibe  colony." — Englishman  Netotpaper^lith  OcU  I8S1. 
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Cimadt,  bat  by  e&feebling  the  people ;  ruling  over 
them  hy  a  wretcb^  Bystem  of  patronage  and  fe- 
Touritism ;  and  guarding  certain  points  by  ships,  and 
fortifications.  Most  expensive  works  have,  within 
^  last  two  years,  been  commenced  at  Quebec  and 
Isle-au-Noix,  formilitarydefisnce,  while  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other  post  could  have  a  thousandth 
share  in  maintaining  the  provinces  to  Britain,  in  the 
event  of  iovasifM.  In  ^t,  ail  that  is  wanted  for 
this,  istbe  good  will  of  the  people  to  defend  them- 
selves, and  with  liberal  treatment,  that  would  never 
be  wanting. 

Our  Opposition  men  run -to  another  extreme. 
They  are  for  abandoning  Canada,  or  selling 
it  to  t^  United  States.  This  is  worse  «nd 
worse.  I  can  answer  for  the  loyalty  of  the  Cana- 
dians :  it  abounds ;  and  their  desire  to  be  inde- 
pendent of  the  United  States  is  strong,  from  one 
>eod  of  the  country  to  the  other*.    All  that  they 


*  Perhaps  I  cannot  do  better  than  quote,  npon  this  sub- 
ject, an  article  which  appeared  in  a  Canada  Newspaper, 
when  I  was  residing  in  the  Upper  Province. 

Quebec  GaieUe,  Feb.  181S. 
**  Tte  following  extract  from  Bell's  Weekly  Messenger,  a  pa- 
per of  Ter;^  bztensiTe  circulation,  published  in  London,  appeared 
in  several  papers  in  this  province.  I  subjoin  an  extract  from  the 
Edaibwgk  Review  of  August  last,  a  Literary  Journal  of  the 
greatest  merit  and  most  extensive  circulation  ia  Qreat  Briiain,  as 
a  suitable  accompanimenL 

Extraafram  BeWt  Lnulon  Meeaenger. 
"  Oiir.id^Ds  with  America  have  become  sd  important,  or, 


■)K:,tPrJt,G00glc 


nuittoit)MitiDlte«nd«BH)re  tUt>ibreTQr  U^tberpnv 


it  teut  in  a  pragnv  of  faecoaiBg  fo,  Hut  we  alulld^lBr  owcouU 
dantioB  of  them  to  on  opportunit j  wImd  w9  can  diiovu  Aam  1^ 
dienueWes, — Mr.  Monroe  u  b  man  of  great  Udent  and  actiTitj, 
kind  hii  moranents  «re  not  'without  ta  object.  We  think  the 
point  of  dlftmce  itiU  be,  the  Bfiini  of  SJMnieh  independenet. 
WeeoBMimtkBt  mfid.  u  rtmiKir  «■  nyom,  for  the  tibe 
^oiy  of  thie  coiulir  i  bat  it.ahn^.bw  iMn  aar  ofcuon,. ami 
we  know  it  pcnonaQy  to  be  that  of  one  of  the  graatest  atateamen 
this  oonntiy  em  produced,  that  Hali&z,  Canada,  4c.  are  not 
mrth  what  they  would  ereatually  cost  England ;  and  the  true 
polBt  of  wtadom  wnald  be  to  make  the  bdit  bargain  we  could  for 
ibMn  to  the  Uoilad  Btttm.  Qb  iheytttut;  and  it  it  bttter.to'kt 
Am  go,  Wore  wtoter  debt  of  «i^lmadnd:miUiaiub«  addad 
to  ihie  oonnlrf.*' 

JiVvm  tAe  Edmlmrgk  Ranev  of  Augutt,  1817. 
"  When  ditcoiUfing,  in  1778,  of  the  tenni  on  whichEngUnd 
■faould  make  peace  with  the  Coloniei,  he  [Fninkrin]  recommendi 
at  once  giving  up  Cuiada,  not  merrif  as  «  BieaBBre  of  coneitit- 
tion,  bat  as  the  brat  means  of  remoring  a  bone  of  eontentten,  and 
n  (atile  cause  of  fiitnre  wars.  Unpopular  as  the  suggestion  maj 
jiow  appear,  we  nupect  many  yean  will  not  d^ne  before  we  see 
,reason  to  wish  that  this  course  had  been  pursued.  Aheady  we 
fhave  sacrificed  largely  to  Canadiaa  interests,  by  commercial  lowas  ■ 
in  other  quarters ;  we  abatl,  in  all  likelihood,  lustain  a  long  con- 
test for  that  unprofitable  cdony,  aed  end  by  losing  it,  ader  add- 
ing many  a  million  to  our  debt,  in  attempting  to  keep  it  Tha 
ezperie&ce  of  the  American  war  will  proTS  to  have  been  thrown 
awaf  upon  us ;  and  we  shall  lose  the  opportunity  of  hononraUy 
terminating  the  political  connexion  between  the  colony  and  the 
mother  country,  and  substituting  for  it  one  of  mutual  commercial 
advantage,  until  our  pride  gets  up ;  «ad  "being  attat&ed,  we  fed 
it  impoiribK  with  boner,  t«  yield  infiU'e  we  an  bMta.^ 
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"  Tlie|>olttie*«f  tfwMowwngvr  wBnau(iii»Di»tluii|^M>m«> 
timM  wiotlwrt  bat,  gmieraUy  iMaiiig  to  th*  ni»  of  power.  Tb« 
ficUnbnrg^  Review  u  decidedly  in  the  oi^Kwition.  la  its  politicsl 
Ithiclea,  a  party  biu  ti  frequeatly  lUicMiilble.  With  reapect  to 
AiiMTin,  it  ofan  b^ws  &  wast  of  inforontioB  whU  esvld 
hM%l«wt|Miid'i*  &  m^irf  ncha^flmrtedgediMnt.  Itt 
wiicle»  rotating  to  t]iii  coa«try  bam  beea  ^apardwivb^  iv^ 

**  That  two  BHdvh  pnblicatioaa  like  the  MeiHoger  and  B»> 
view,  ehoDld  agree  in  the  doctrine,  that  the  British  poBteMiom  ia 
Nbrtt  AmeriM  ahoold  bt  gireo  up  (o  the  United  Statet,  ia  unac- 
eennteMa.  la  tho  atats  tt  the  psblic  aaad  in  Cheat  Britain,  pror 
pared  to  raeeive  vaA  a  proponiion  t  An  the  luf  iMniaded  peopb 
of  England  prepared  to  retrograde  in  the  path  of  powu  and  etn- 
l^r^t  Than  "  farewalU  akmg  Gtrswell  to  all  their  frMtnan," 
Ij)  the-  lasguagfl  of  tb«r  &«otmte  bard,  they  may  "  doff  Uw 
Iiion'q  hid«,  and  hang  a  Calf'»  aUn  on  their  recrooat  ItgibH,'* 
Their  wealth  will  not  long  lurnTs  thur  powet.  It  will  only  anw* 
vmtt  fi>E  theif  autgogaition. 

"  Bni^aod  hai  nany  brsre  and  loyal  ralgcoti  in  her  Ammom 
prpvinoWk  whp  pride  thwuelre*  la  bong  British  migecta,  and 
glfiry  in  tlieir  conoexioa  with  the  eouauy  of  their  foia&tben;  att, 
vho  enry  wither  the  hoaited  liberties  of  the  American  UnioOi  nor 
the  frothy  honon  of  ila  riw^  repatatioD. — To  be  handed  orw  to 
the  United  States  like  ao  many  Ruuian  leria  or  Oenaan  boon, 
■4  an  iuolt  for  whick  the?  were  not  pr^aredi  ao  eoon  aAar  la- 
wobing  their  proper^,  and  ezpoeiiig  iuav  penooa  ia  tba  oaaio  of 
Britain  aguoet  theaa  very  U.  S.  Waa  it  to  heighten  the  price  at 
which  they  wece  to  he  aold*  thtt  tb^  were  called  apon  to  meet 
tha  enABueaof  England  in  hattlsl  Ho;  the  propoaitios  of  the 
Meaaenf^  and  the  Ediabuigh  Beview  can  have  few  partiiant 
aneng  the  people  of  finj^andi  They  have  their  origin  'im  the 
hniaoCmMniienblaHocUKilderitiembliix  forAalgai  of  hi*. 
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engmvcd  title-ptigies ;  and,  by  accideot,  riie  auo  hu 
becA  made  to  shiDe  Imm  the  north,  to  emblazon  it. 
The  moment  that  the  promise  of  independence  is 
granted*  that  moment  all  chance  of  discord  and  war 
between  die  United  States  and  British  America 
will  cease,  and  England  may  forthwith  begin  to 
reduce  her  military  and  naval  establishments  in 
that  quarts  c^  the  world.  At  Kingston  and 
Sackett's.harboariinroeDse  ships  c^war  aie  aphekl, 
reproaching  at  once  humanity  and  common  sense. 
In  a  very  few  years  these  ships  will  be  rotten,  and 
why  should  not  each  nation,  while  the  materials 
are  yet  fresh,  have  them  disposed  of  for  useful  pur- 
poses?   These  and    the   Government  'stores,  at 


iU-gOttm  wealth,  tnm  an  increue  of  the  national  debt ;  or  they 
are  dtetiHiipiiiig  of  a  mind  adulterated  by  a  Actions  oppoiution  to 
Qovemmeat,  to  the  extent  of  lo«ng  sight  of  the  honour  of  the 
banst  and  most  powerful  empire  in  the  world. 

'*  But,  leaving  erery  other  topic  out  of  the  queetion,  let  us  see 
w!nt  would  be  the  political  consequences  to  Oreat  Britain  of 
handing  over  the  North  American  colonies  to  the  United  States. 
Wounded  feelings  are  never  healed.  A 'loyal  population,  basely 
detivered  up  to  those  they  had  so  recently  met  in  the  field,  would 
ever  after  be  the  bitterest  enemies  of  Britain.  She  boasts,  and 
justly  boasts,  of  a  nav^  but  could  she  think  of  protecting  with 
her  nary  her  Newfoundland  fisheries,  if  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the 
coasts  of  Nova  Scotia  were  the  safe  resorts  of  American  privateers  T 
With  the  main  land  sbemust  abandon  the  islands;  with  the  islands, 
the  coasts  and  the  banks.  She  must  abandon  oneof  the  best  nnr- 
series  for  her  seamen,  an  extensive  employment  for  her  shipping; 
she  must  abandon  the  essential  supply  offish  for  the  West  India 
Isknda.  With  the  whole  coast  of  America,  from  Davis's 
Straits,  (I  beg  pardon,  the  Messenger  and  Review,  perhaps,  iiH' 
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Kingston  and  elsewhere,  would  go  ^  to  make  good 
the  oavigatioD  of  the  St.  Lawreoce;  and  notfaibg 
more  can  be  requimd.  to  have  these  safely  disposed 
of,  but  a  plain  agreopient  with  the  Untied  States^ 
that  the  breaking  up  shall  be  mutual  dnd'simut- 
taneous. 

The  late  invasion  of  Canada  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  was  a  burst  of  madness,  of  which 
these  people  are  now  ashamed,  and  which  never 
would  be  repeated,  were  Canada  independent  of 
British  Ministry.  All  of  us  rejoice  in  the  Inde- 
pendence of  South  America,  now  secured  by  years 
of  civil  war;  and  with  that  country  there  is  now 
every  reason  to  believe  we  shall  cultivate  a  most 
friendly  and  profitable  intercourse.  How  glorious 
would  it  be  for  Britain,  while  opportunity  yet  re- 


tend  t^  keep  poaeeaaion  of  Hudson's  Bay), — with  the  whole  cout 
then  (irom  Labrador  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  the  poaaeuion  of 
an  enemy,  aha  might  at  well  abandon  at  once  the  Weat  India 
IsUudc  and  the  whole  trade  to  Terra  Firma,  north  of  Cape  Roque. 
PMhtpa  the  eloquent  writers  of  the  Edinburgh  Review  wiU  be 
able  to  peranade  Russia  to  suffer  her  to  trade  to  the  Baltic. 
France  and  Holland  will  not  annoy  her  coiata ;  and  Spain,  Italy, 
and  Turkey,  particularly  after  Rtiasia  gpta  a  &ee  paaaage  throngh 
the  Dardanelles,  may  allow  her  to  go  to  the  Mediteiranean.  As 
to  the  trade  to  India,  America  wiU  -  be  able  to  look  to  that,  once 
that  ahe  has  possession  of  the  West  India  Islands. 

"  But  go  they  muat,"  says  the  magnanirooua  writSr  of  the  Meneiu 
gN:"let  ua  make  the  best  bargain."  Qo  it  must  then,  youioational 
honour,  your  national  security.  Make  the  beat  bargain  with  yoiv 
conquerors,  with  a  world  (hat  enries  and  hates  you,  and  take  good 
■ecurities."  *  "  A.  B." 


n,5,t,7rJt,G00glc 


maittB,  togniot  iittkpetidence  to  Koith  Attreritiati 
eolodiei !  how  glorious  ft>r  her  to  enjoy  the  iiAtbOr- 
tal  honour  of  beiag  the  fint  nation  ofMAi  eartii  to  do 
juitioe  tt>  her  prc^ayi-^tbe  fint  truly  eiltitl^  b) 
the  endearing  appellatiOD  of  parent  Stmtt! 
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(fkiefyfoT  after  Reference  and  Ditcmsifm.)^ 


J.  HERE  is  flOmetliiDg  in-  the  foggy  atmoqifaerej 
the  moiKotCHiy,  or>  I  know  not  whst,  of  London^ 
uac6ageaiai  to.  one  who  has  be«i  accustomed  to 
a  country  life—^o  air  and  exercise  in  Ure  fields; 
Since  the  day  on  which  I  was  made  prisoner  at 
Niagara,  my  health  has  not  been  so  good  as  in 
November  last.  In  December  it  declined,  and  by 
the  middle  of  that  month,  beset  with  vexations, 
such  B^  I'  hope  no  oth^  individaal  has  experience 
of,  I  became  totally  unfit  for  business,  and  could 
haVift  no  teTiet  hiit  in  a  fourth  flight  to  th6  cOiintiy. 
My  plan  was  td  devote  a  week  to  this,  and  Wilt^ 
shire  presented  objects  of  attraction.  I  have  stifl  . 
a  fium  there,  which,  in  duty  to  others,  I  must  look 
after:  there  my  acquaintance  is  extensive;  and 
there,  the  interests  of  the  poor  recur  to  my  recol- 
lection, as  connected  with  the  chief  destiny  of 
rty  life.  At  Salisbury,  Devizes,  and  Warminster, 
on  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday,  I  calculated 
on  conversing  Vith  the  farmere,  and  seeing  how  it 
ffehf  With  them.  I  couM  inform  myself  as  to  the 
tiituation  of  the  poor  of  Wily  on  Sunday;  and  re- 
turn to  London  within  the  week ;  leaving  behind 
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me  an  Address  to  the  people  of  Wiltshire  for  pub- 
lication in  the  Salisbury  Journal,  respectinj;  my 
character  and  conduct,  during  a  residence  of  seven 
years  among  them,  that  notoriety  might  aid  me  in 
petitioning  for  inquiry,  as  to  my  treatment  abroad, 
and  for  my  return  to  Upper  Canada;  Thus  I  had 
contrived ;  and  all  seemed  well  contrived  for  di- 
verting the  mind  from  unprofitable  cares.  After 
a  week's  delay,  from  incessant  rains,  I  set  off  on 
Christmas  eve.  An  accident  arrested  my  course : 
laid  me  iip  by  the  way  i  stiffened  me  with  rheu- 
matism :  deranged  all  my  plans ;  and  det»oed  me 
three  weeks,  instieadof  one,  in  the  country.  Thus, 
to  use  the  words  of  oar  Scottish  bard : 

"  The  best  laid  Bchemes  o'  mica  and  niea 
"  Qaag  aft  a-gljr." 

The  prolonged  time  was  not,  however,  entirdy 
lost.  Perhaps  it  was  all  for  the  best ;  and  that  is 
a  masim  which  unfortunate  man  should  continually 
recur  to.  With  more  time  I  saw  more,  and  con- 
versed more ;  and  thought  more  of  what  I  saw  and 
conversed  about.  Alas,  the  farmers !  How  many 
of  them,  even  in  Wiltshire,  where  they  arc  most 
substantial ;  with  great  farms,  and  great  flocks, 
and  great  ricks,  and  great  barns ;  even  in  Wiltshire, 
how  many  of  them  pant  with  the  dread  of  losing 
their  all:  how  many,  indeed,  have  already  lost 
every  thing ;  and  now  only  hang  on  the  mercy  of 
landlords,  themselves  hanging  by  a  thread — a  mort- 
gage foreclosing !  ■  Rents  behiud :  trade'sman's 
bills  unpaid:  a  bad  sample  to  go  to  market  with; 
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atid  eveii  wilh  the  beat,  the.  market  bad.  These 
are  now  lubjects  of  reflection  for  the  English  far- 
mer, while  he  lays  himself  down  to  rest,  and  can 
find  none;  How  infinitely  more  to  be  pitied  is  he, 
than  the  Canadian  &rmer!  He  cannot  rise  from 
ruin  by  mere  manual  labour:  down  once,  and 
down  for  ever:  this  day  lording  it  over  the  poor; 
to-morrow  a  pauper.  But  who  were  so  regardless 
in  times  of  prosperity,  as  English  farmers?  who 
had  so  little  public  spirit,  or  feeling  ?  and  even  now 
the  mags  of  them  only  despond ;  or  worse  than  de- 
spondency, at  thesuggestion  of  stupid  landlords,  sign 
irregular  petitions  for  increased  duties  on.  imported  , 
corn  !  I  saw  this  actually  going  on  at  Warminater. 
I  saw  a  good  sort  of  a  man  running  about  among 
the  market  tables  with  a  great  parchment,  soliciting 
signatures.  Imported  corn  has  not  affected  our 
markets  for  years;  but  no  matter  for  that,  Corn 
Bills  must  be  amended! !  While  part  of  our  far- 
mers sign  petitions  for  duties,  others  are  for  no 
taxation  whatever!!  One  Lord  {Chichester),  bids 
farm«9  trust  to  inditidual  exertion  on  their  farms  J  \ 
Another  (Fit2wi!liam),  lets  down  his  rents  35  p*ff 
cent.*! !  WhileMr.  Cobhett  enjoys  the  madnessand 


*  On  the  subject  of  rents,  the  following  letter,  which  I 
had  published  in  March,  1815,  will  speak  for  me: 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Salisbury  Journal. 

SiB,  ■  '■■■■' 

In  jouT  last  Journal,  an  article  under  the  bead  Com  'Biil 


■)„:,i..,.-jM,G00glc 


CCdiv  GMmSLAL  INTSQDCCn««r. 

confusion :  in  Sussex  to^ay :  in  Norfolk  1 
row;  and  next  day  in  Huntii^don.    TD'besur«« 


■ppeari,  as  setting  forth  your  own  opiniona  and  argvipwta ; 
and  in  the  auae  paper  Mr.  Blepk  Ikvoura  us  with  his. 

Bodi  of  you,  I  Conceive,  «re  fuodsinentaUy  wrong.  Both, 
faowerer,  have  written  in  that  seiious  and  argumentative  style, 
which,  while  it  entitles  you  to  respect,  demands  investigation 
and  exposure  the  more. 

You  do  not  want  the  Com  Bill  amended :  neither  do  I : 
but  the  reasoning  is  very  different  upon  whic^  we  rest  our 
opinions.  Bodi  of  you  treat  the  question  as  if  itlaybctwera 
individuals.  The  mere  sinking  of  rent,  you  think  competent 
to  relieve  the  country.  This  is  a  very  daiq[erotu  error;  and 
the  mwe  bo,  u  it  inveiglcB  the  passions  of  a  numerous  body 
of  men.  Hiose  in  possession  of  money  naturally  tluok  this 
money  will  he  greatly  increased  in  value  with  the  lowering 
of  bread ;  and  this  will  certainly  be  the  case,  «o  far,  with 
money  secured  on  land  mortgage.  Not  so  that  capital  which 
is  invested  in  the  funds ;  and  which  is  out  of  sight  the  greater 
proportion.  The  security  of  this  vast  capital  must  rest  on 
the  present  factitious  sMte  of  things;  and  rent  a  part  of 
the  material  which  nuintaios  thia  atate.  The  partial  ^1  of 
rent  wouU  vreaken  this  security:  and  a  great  &II  vptM 
occasion  a  convulsion,  whidi  might  blow  up  the  very  foun- 
dadon  of  funded  property.  Rent  is  a  substantial  property; 
not  optional,  or  relying  on  credit.  Remove  all  the  machi- 
Dffy  which  draws  from  land  bo  much  wealth  to  the  public: 
remove  the  tenant^  his  stock  and  labourers,  still  a  handsome 
rent  or  increase  may  remain  to  the  landlord.  In  many  cases, 
even  while  markets  were  high,  landlords  found  more  profit 
from  their  lands  in  grass  than  they  could  obtam  by  the  intw 
fuciice  of  a  tenants  skill,  capital,  and  industry. 

The  paMic,  thcrefwe,  may  be  gready  mistaken  if  Aej  teka 
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it  for  granted  that  rent  is  subject  ta  auch  lowering,  as  to 
relieve  the  general  pressure;  or,  that  landlords  ma;  be 
driven  to  beat  under,  for  the  aggrandizement  of  others. 
They  may  for  a  time  not  realize  their  accustomed  incomes ; 
but  landed  property  will  ever  remain  valuable,  even  amidst 
the  wreck  of  every  other;  and  would  bound,  perhaps,  above 
its  present  pitch,  if  any  convulsion  should  throw  off  the 
national  debt. 

The  grand  practical  question,  1  conceive,  for  all  who 
would  not  look  with  an  envious  eye  on  the  property  of  others, 
nor  desire  to  see  the  bonds  of  society  broken  up,  nor  pnb)ic 
faith  violated,  is  to  consider  how  the  causes  may  be  removed 
which  have  accumulated  onr  burdens,  and  repressed  our 
industry.  In  my  opinion,  we  have  here  such  scope,  that  the 
people  want  but  virtuous  resolution  to  put  all  to  rights. 
Down  with  all  taxes  which  affect  industry,  and  let  them  rest 
on  rents  and  idle  capital :  commute  tithes ;  and  devise 
measures,  which  may  be  very  simple,  for  the  abolition  of 
pauperism. 

These  would  be  virtuous  and  efficient  efforts;  ^pd  I  shall 
^ver  be  ready  to  assist  you  and  Mr.  B.  in  bringing  them  to 
bear.  So  far  from  our  national  debt  disheartening  u|^,  we 
should  look  to  it  as  the  pledge  of  what  our  nadonal  indfistry 
can  effect ;  for  not  one  farlhint;  of  it  was  created  but  through 
the  means  of  industry;  and  the  satpc  industry,  contiaped 
and  husbanded,  may  discharge  it  honoifrably  at  no  distant 
day. 

Why  then  run  foul  of  each  other  i  Why  talk  of  levels,  wfails 
an  ingulfing  surge  unfairly  beats  us  down  i  Why  Iqok  back 
to  form  odious  comparisons  between  landed  and  funded 
property  ? 

Had  not  every  ope  a  constant  choice  in  the  inveitme^ 
Z2 
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death's  door,  coming  alive,  and   getting  furioas^ 
The  monied  raeo  still  confident;  and  ministers  at 


of  his  property?  TIi«  question  is  for  the  future  Ume,  wid 
prompt  decision  is  the  very  aoul  of  our  delivery,  A  manu- 
facturer  turns  the  water  from  his  mill  wheel,  and  in  one  in- 
stant  his  motion  is  rest :  be  discha^es  his  hands,  and  each 
has  a  parish  to  turn  to:  he  balances  his  booLs;  puts  hi* 
capital  to  interest,  and  retires  to  politics,  and  otium  cum 
digmtpte.  Di£ferent,  indeed,  is  the  farmer.  His  capitid  is 
sunk  in  the  soil,  and  upon  stock  which  must  remain  for  years 
to  reproduce  it ;  aud  if  he  fails  at  a  single  term,  his  landlord 
ma;  take  advantage  of  embarrassment,  and  reap  the  harvest 
which  he  did  not  sow.  He  cannot  profitably  withdraw.  He 
cannot  safely  proceed,  "  and  half  a  tillage  stints  the  smiling 
plain." 

For  God's  sake,  let  no  one  think  that  agriculture  can  be 
sported  with.  A  year's  niii>  among  farmers  may  derange  the 
economy  of  many  after  it;  and  lay  (he  foundation  of  a 
thousand  troubles.  If  all  the  wealth,  which  it  has  afforded  the 
aabon  of  late  years,  has  been  extorted  by  taxation,  and  flung 
to  waste,  that  should  not  beget  prejudice  against  agricul- 
turists. The  devouring  fiend  should  be  slain,,  but  the  indus- 
trious producer  protected  and  cherished. 

The  blow  up  of  the  nefarious  Warminster  meeting,  gave, 
I  believe,  general  satisfaction  even  among  farmers;  and  as 
1  was  absent  from  the  county,  at  that  time,  1  seized  the 
earliest  opportunity,  after  my  return,  to  thank  Mr.  B,  for  his 
well-limed  ud  in  the  public  canse.  I  also  enjoyed  his  first 
letter.  His  second  does  not  coincide  with  my  ideas.  Had 
I  the  farm  he  instances,  which  by  fallen  prices  may  not]  bow 
be  worth  half  the  rent  I  had  agreed  to  pay  for  it,  I  should 
contract  my  cnltivgtionj  or,  perhaps  lay  the  farm  entirely 
down  to  grass,  so  that  if  I_  did  lose  upou  the  rent,  my  loss 
sbould  not  be  increased  by  voluntary  labour,  which  could 
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«iiion-plus,'or  only  putting  off  the  evil  day  with 
bellow  expedients.     How  like  tolhe  time  spoken 


not  be  -balnttced  by  additional  produce.  This  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  "  letting  it  lay  waste,  producing  only  docks  and 
thistles."  I  am  soiry  lie  should  have  said  any  thing  about 
arti6cial  scarcity  having  arisen  out  of  increased  capital,  and 
tbrashing  machines.  My  opinion  is  quite  the  reverse.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  increased  capital  of  late  years  applied 
to  agriculture,  and  the  facility  of  meeting,  by  thrashing  ma- 
chines, the  sndden  denrands  of  a  war  time,  prices  would  ha«e 
been  higher  than  they  were.  Notwithstandiiig  the  increase 
of  capital,  it  never  yet  has  been  snfficient  to  do  the  general 
bunness  of  the  country,  as  it  ought  to  be  done;  and  the 
dispatch  which  machines  gave  to  farmers  in  bringing  their 
corn  to  market  immediately  after  harvest,  had  the  double 
effect  of  lowering  prices,  and  encouraging  farmers  to  advance 
into  speculation  with  too  slender  capitals.  Farmers,  ge- 
nerally, never  can  be  monopolists,  and  it  must  always  be  for 
the  country's  good  when  they  are  enabled  to  keep  on  a  full 
stock.  The  misfortune  both  for  ftrmers  and  the  coantry, 
of  late  years,  has  been  the  small  stock  on  hand.  While  the 
taxes  of  Iste  years,  have  kept  down  tiie  farmers'  profits, 
even  in  the  midst  of  monstrous  prices,  the  vast  idle  popu- 
lation maintaiDed  by  these  taxes,  has  devoured  the  plenty 
which  his  increased  skill  and  industry  were  continnally  en> 
deavouring  to  create.  It  is  our  taxes  which  impoverish  all; 
which  devour  alt.  Why  then  should  we  turn  our  eyes  from 
the  taxes,  and  have  them  wander  among  delusive  arguments  f 
Liet  us  leave  off  arguing,  where  all  is  notoriety.  Let  us 
leave  off  envyings  in  this  land  of  freedom.  Let  us  leave  off 
strife,  where  there  is  hut  one  cause.  Let  us  all  go  up  as 
bieaia  to  Salisbury  next  Wednesday,  and  with  peaceable 
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6\[  by  Mr.  Hume,  in  his  Essay  on  Public  Credit, 
When  "  Necessity  calls,  fear  urges,  reason  exhoits, 
compassion  alone  exclaims ;"  and  yet  how  easily 
could  alt  be  held  in  peace  and  security,  were  reason 
alone  consulted.  We  want  employment  fbr  the 
idle:  we  Want  consumption:  we  want  mbney  and 
enterprise ;  and  we  may  have  them  all.  We  want 
retrenchment  in  wasteful  expenditui%;  but  expen- 
diture increased  to  the  utmost  on  profitable  objects : 
we  want  "better  soils  to  cultivate*:"  we  want 
rents  reduced  by  the  market  price  of  wheat :  we 
i^ant  industry  relieved  by  withdrawing  taxes  from 
necessari*^:  we  want  our  national  credit  snstftined 
by  upholding  a  due  balance  betwe&n  substan^at 
and  fictitious  stock,  by  taxing  rents  and  interest : 
we  want  tbe  way  prepared  for  unbounded  freedom 
of  trade:  we  want  tithes  commuted;  and  a  reform  of 

diapouiioiu,  but  determiued  voice,  procUim — no  taxes  on 
indiuU'j' — no  corn  bill. 

Tiiia,  Sir,  u  my  language  before  the  public ;  but  let  not 
^  public  misconstrue  it.  Let  them  mark  its  order;  for 
there  rests  the  safety  of  alU  If  the  public  oppose  the  com 
bill,  and  do  nothing  more,  they  bring  ruin  on  the  country:— 
tkey 

*'  Rob  us  of  that  which  not  enriches  them, 
"  And  makes  us  poor  indeed." 

Robert  GooRLAr. 
Deptjbrd  Fawtp  March  3, 1815. 

*  ThiB,  I  think,  is  said  by  Col.  Torrens,  the  most  impartial, 
ingenuous,  and  argumentatiTe  of  the  belMiundred  writeis  on  Com 
Laws. 
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the  poor-laws,  connected  with  a  grand  system  of 
emigration. 

.What  I  said  above  as  to  English  farmers  holding 
out  in  these  trying  tim^  worse  than  Scotch  far- 
mers, [  find  confirmed.  What  has  been  reported 
in  newspapers  about  poor-rates  dimioishiDg,  I  can 
again  say,  with  greater  confideDce,  is  a  wretched 
delusion.  The  burden  is  every  day  increasing. 
It  cannot  be  otherwise.  The  paupers  are  breeding 
amain,  and  so  it  must  be  while  the  premium  is 
continued  for  the  breeding  of  paupers.  Salisbury, 
containing  less  than  9>000  people,  has  3,000  poor 
maintained  by  a  rate  of  19f.  in  the  pound.  Tbe 
whole  of  the  6annel  weavers  once  kept  busy  by  sup- 
plying tbe  Spanish  market,  are  now  entirely  out  of 
work:  to  be  sure,  because  Spaniards  are  now 
shaking  off  incumbrances,  which  repressed  their 
own  industry ; — priests  and  a  world  of  abomination. 
With  Lord  Bathurst's  good  will,  1  could  relieve 
Salisbury  of  its  burden,  and  make  independent  men 
of  the  flannel  weavers.  I  could  remove  them  to 
Upper  Canada,  and  make  tbem  flourigh  there ;  but 
vrhai  will  rouse  Lord  Bathurst  to  any  thought  of 
lienevolence !  how  shall  we  get  the  camel  through 
the  needle's  eye ! 

I  attended  a  vestry  meeting  at  Wily,  and  saw 
the  poor  have  their  fortnight's  dole.  Mercy  on 
us !  what  a  group  of  poor  creatures !  It  is  greatly 
worse  with  them  now  than  five  years  ago,  when  I 
resided  in  Wiltshire.  Before  going  out  to  Canada, 
I  spoke  to  my  friend  Wilkie  about  making  "  Pay- 
ing THE  FooR  OP  Wily,"  a  subject  for  bis 
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pencil.  I  thought  of  thus  getting  attention  to  the 
effect  of  the  poor-lawB,  in  degrading  our  species, 
in  diminishing  the  stature,  and  worsting  the  ap- 
pearance of  God's  image.  Were  the  system  of 
poor-laws  to  continue  thirty  years  longer,  the  la- 
bourers of  Wiltshire  would  scarcely  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  men ;  they  vrould  be  shrunk  to  no- 
thing: they  would  not  only  grow  up,  as  now, 
without  calves  to  their  legs,  but  they  would  be  dis- 
torted—diseased— downcast.  Perhaps  they  would 
prove  Lord  Monboddo's  hypothesis  to  be  sound*. 
If  the  writer  on  poor  laws  in  \zAi  Edinburgh  Re- 
view, did  but  see  the  progress  of  the  evil  as  I  do, 
he  would  not  coolly  admit  of  a  poor  relief  bill 
being  put  oif  for  years.  An  effort  must  be  made 
for  deliverance  from  this  frightful  evil,  and  the 
sooner  the  better. 

I  have  found  Mr.  Scarlett's  proposal  for  a  wuvc- 
imum  every  where  scouted ;  and  the  assertion  of 
tny  petition  (page  cclxxxv),  that  refusing  relief 
for  children  without  making  up  to  the  poor  some 
substantial  advantage  in  lieu  of  it,  would' certainly 
lead  on  to  insurrection.  I  have  found,  what  I  am 
glad  of,  that  there  are,  even  Wiltshire  farmers,  who 
now  approve  of  my  plan  of  granting  a  little  land 
to  the  poor.  They  are  yet,  however,  opposed  to 
education.    In  Wily,  there  is  a  school  with  twenty 


*  Lord  Mooboddo,  a  Scotch  judge,  mBiotained  that  men  had 
improved  Trom  monkeys;  that  xbej  had  once  tails;  and  uud  that 
-M«  of  bis  owa.d6me«lic8  «titl  tuA  a  stump  ramaiDtDg.    . 
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children ;  but  though  the  farmers  were  wilting  to 
let  poor  childrea  attend,  many  of  the  parents  are 
unable  to  pay  the  chaise  of  6d.  a  week.  The  in- 
formation which  I  received  in  April  last  (see  note,, 
page  cxxii),  as  to  the  school  established  in  Wily 
by  labourers,  I  have  now  got  corrected.  Stephen 
White,  Joseph  White,  Philip  Bennet,  labourers; 
with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Brandis,  schoolmaster, 
aud  a  person  from  another  parish,  have  the  merit 
of  upholding  tliis  school,  in  spite  of  opposition. 
It  is  ft  Sunday's  school.  Nearly  100  children 
attend  regularly,  and  receive  great  beneiit.  I  again 
ask,  "  Should  such  people  not  be  assisted  by  go- 
vernment?" 

Select  vestries  have  been  established  in  a  good 
many  parishes  in  Wilts,  under  the  act  of  59  Geo.  - 
III.  chap.  11,  IS.  There  is  one  at  Wily.  Thefarmers 
find  them  convenient.  To  be  sure  they  are  now 
made  judges  in  their  own  cause ;  and  there  is  no 
summoning  of  overseers.  Convenient,  indeed  I 
The  tyranny  of  the  poor-laws  has  been  strengthened 
by  it;  but  better  is  the  absolute  power  of  the 
farmer  over  the  poor  than  the  wretched  vacillating 
will  of  magistrates,  especially  reverend  ones,  which 
used  to  decide  in  petty  sessions. 

A  /t//(eimprovementon  thegreat  badsystentt  has 
been  made  since  I  was  resident  in  Wily  parish,  by 
paying  the  poor  by  what  is  called  "  (Ac  scale."  In- 
stead of  each  member  of  a  family  getting  a  gallon 
loaf  and  threepence:  a  man  is  allowed  the  loaf  and 
sixpence:  a  woman,  and  children  above  twelve 
years  of  age,  the  loaf  and  fourpence:  children  from 
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eight  to  twelve  yeftrs  of  age,  the  loef  and  twopence; 
and  children  under  eight  years  of  age,  the  loaf 
atmie.  This  certainly  is  an  itnprorement  on  the 
artificial  system ;  but  the  detideratmn  is  to  get  quit 
of  artifide.  This  scale  su^ests  a  gradual  raising  oE 
men's  wages  and  diminution  of  the  children's  al> 
lowance,  and  it  would  be  well  thus  gradually  to 
proceed  till  the  artificial  practice  was  extinct. 
Let  Mr.  Scarlett  notice  this»  and  I  shall  tell  him 
more  when  willing  to  listen. 

The  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Wily,  who  used  never 
to  eoncern  himself  about  the  parish  poor,  has  now 
taken  a  little  thought  on  the  subject.  He  has  re- 
peatedly visited  the  .parish ;  and  tried  to  collect 
pennies  from  the  poor  labourers  to  put  into  a 
savings  bank  for  clothing  them  !•  Notwithstanding 
this  yreat  effort,  it  is  very  palpable  to  my  observa- 
tion, that  the  poor  of  Wily  are  now  even  more 
ragged  than  they  used  to  be.  When  the  ipoar  re- 
ceive the  Imr  and  natural  price  of  their  labour,  di- 
rectly Irom  their  employers,  savings-banks  may  be 
rendered  of  infinite  consequence:  till  then,  and 
while  pariah  r^ulations  equalize  the  pay  of  weak 
and  strong ; — when  nothing  but  the  minitnum  of 
misery  is  allowed,  relief  by  savings-banks  is  but 
mockery. 

My  prolonged  stay  in  Wiltshire  afforded  me  op- 
portunity of  conversing  with  Mr.  John  Combes  of 
Fovant,  who  with  a  party  visited  Mr,  Birkbeck,  in 
Illinois,  September,  1818.  I  had  seen  an  account 
of  this  visit,  published  in  American  newspapers, 
from  the  Observer  London  paper,  of  17th  January, 
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1819,  wherein  it  was  iDsinuated  that  Mr.  Birtcbedc 
had  been  inattentive  to  his  Tisitbrs.  I  was  very 
sure  tbat'tfae  account  was  incorrect,  add  so  I  found 
it  to  be  from  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Combes  ; 
who  said  that  it  was  "  harsh."  Mr.  B.  had  no 
means  of  accommodating  visitors.  Mr.  C.  ad- 
mired the  country;  but  found  it  unhealthy,  which 
atl  new  countries  are  at  first  clearing,  south  of  la- 
titude 4d'.  north,  getting  more  and  more  so,  as  we 
proceed  southward.  Mr.  C.  does  not  doubt  of  Mr. 
B.  succeeding,  and  told  me  be  would  make  a  for- 
tune if  a  certain  public  road  was  conducted  through 
his  estate.  Mr.  C.  decidedly  prefers  the  western  to 
the  eastern  states  for  settlement. 

I  bad  the  fbllowiog  Address  inserted  in  the 
Salisbury  Journal  of  January  14th,  1839. 

To  the  P&ypte  of  WUtthire. 

Having  vtBited  this  Cotmt;,  partly  on  buriness  and  partly 
on  (he  recovery  of  health,  I  have  taken  occasion  to  post 
haiid-bills  in  the  several  towns  of  Warminster,  Salisbury, 
and  Devizes,  printed  for  me  in  March,  1816,  by  Messrs. 
Brodie  and  Dowding,  and  setting  forth,  that,  "a  property 
Uix  on  RBKTt  and  imtsiibst  is  that,  and  that  alone,  by 
whiA  the  country  catt  be  preserved  in  peace." 

This  act,  taken  by  itself,  may  be  considered  fiindous : 
taken  in  connexion  ivitii  clroumBtASces,  I  hope  it  may  be 
vieved  quite  othervrise.  Permit  me  to  explain.  In  the 
spring  of  1816,  having  a  company  dining  with  me  at  the 
Ankelope,  ib  SAltsbury,  a  person  introduced  himself,  and 
aiked  us  to  subscribe  a  requisition  for  a  county  meeting  to 
petition  against  Sie  con^noAntie  of  the  property  tax.  The 
rtiql^tion  was  already  i^iled  by  Wm.  Oobbett  and  Henry 
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Hunt;  BDd  it  was  indeed  Mr.  Hunt  who  had  emplo;ed  die 
person  to  solicit  our  names.  I  wid,  that  if  e  count;  meet- 
ing was  called,  I  should  oppose  the  Requisitiouist^  and  vote 
for  a  well  modified  property  tax.  The  meeting  was  held; 
Messrs.  Cobbelt  and  Hunt  carried  all  before  them ;  and 
thousands  oF  poor  men,  who  never  were  affected  bj  any 
bind  of  property  tax,  and  (o  whom  a  rousing  tax  on  rentj  and 
interest  would  have  been  the  greatest  blessing,  cheered, 
with  their  utmost  breatii,  the  resolutions  of  the  day !  I  I  was 
quite  aware  how  it  would  go;  but  liaving  very  deeply  con- 
sidered the  subject,  was  desirous  to  register,  my  opinion  for 
after  reference.  A  natural  defect  disqualifies  me  for  public 
speaking,  and  for  that  reason  1  had  the  bill  in  question 
printed  off  while  the  people  were  assembling,  to  give  it 
into  their  hands  from  the  hustings.  The  resolutions  oftbe 
county  meeting  were  most  irregnlarly  *and  unbecomingly 
opposed  by  a  counter  petition  to  parliament,  and,  in  con- 
sequence of  this,  I  wwte  an  article,  which  was  published  in 
Uie  Salisbury  Journal  of  Ist  April,  1816. 

Being  m  Upper  Canada  in  16 18, 1  found  that  country,  by 
nature  the  finest  in  America,  completely  ruined,  in  my 
opinion,  by  mal-ad ministration,  and  advised  the  people  to 
send  home  a  commission  to  entreat  the  government  to  cor- 
rect existing  evils.  This  proposal  brought  upon  me  the 
wrath  of  men  in  power,  and  on  b\»e  allegations  they  trad 
me  arrested  in  two  different  districts.  1  was  twice  tried, 
twice  pleiuied  for  myself,  and  twic^honourabiy acquitted. 
Soon  after  this,  the  London  Courier  of  the  8th  July,  1818, 
arrived  in  the  province,  setting  forth  that  I  ''  was  one  of 
the  worthies  who  escaped  after,  the  disgraceful  proceedit^ 
of  Spa-fields."  This  most  infi^mous  fals^ood  was  instantly 
seized  upon  by  my  enemies  as  the  ground-work  of  fresh  per- 
secution. The  most  atrocious  calumnies  were  fabricated 
to  injure  my  charactar,  and  it  was  publicly  ifeclared  that 
*'I  and  Himit  had  tie  death  of  CaAman  to  answer  far." 
I  was  now  main  arfestsd,  under  colour  of  a  stalute,  appUca- 
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ble  only  to  tAtcaa ;  md,  tlie  leading  charges  bedng,  tlutt  I 
knew  Mesars.  Cobbett  and  Hunt,  and  had  been  at  Spa- 
fields  meeting,  I  was  ordered  to  leave  the  province.  In  my 
right  SB  a  British  aubjecl,  I  refused  to  obey,  and  was  then 
committed  to  jail,  where  I  remained  without  benefit  of  bail, 
for  nearly  eight  months.  During  the  laat  aiz  weeki  of  this 
period,  being  closely  shut  up  in  a  cell,  while  the  weather  was 
intolerably  hot,  cot  off  from  all  communication  with  the 
press,  and  for  some  time  denied  free  conversation  with  law 
counsel,  and  even  magistrates  of  my  acquaintance,  my  health 
dedined,  and  my  mental  enei^s  became  altogether  weak. 
At  the  assizes  I  was  brought  up  for  trial,  but  the  fresh  air 
proved  too  much  for  me.  I  forgot  that  I  had  a  protest  in 
my  pocket  against  trial,  under  the  alien  Jaw,  consented  to 
trial  in  a  state  approaching  to  delirium,  and  was  banished, 
not  for  any  crime,  but  merely  because  of  my  refusal  to  leave 
the  province. 

\¥liile  yet  in  expectation  of  a  foir  trial  on  some  specific 
charge  for  crime,  I  sent  to  England  for  a  copy  of  the  StUit- 
burg  Journal  of  the  1st  of  April,  1816,  to  prove  how 
very  opposite  I  was  in  political  opinion  to  Messrs^  Cobbett 
and  Hunt;  but  though  this  arrived  in  lime, and  I  had  with 
me  a  pamphlet  published  in  England,  wherein  I  deprecated 
such  great  irregular  meetings  as  those  of  Sp»-fields,  all 
went  for  cotbing.  Before  my  trial  I  was  desirous  to  an- 
nounce to  the  puUic  my  receipt  of  the  Salisbury  Journal 
of  Ist  April,  1816,  together  with  the  opinion  of  Sir  Arthtir 
Piggott,  that  I  wasillegally  imprisoned;  but  thoa^  appli- 
cation was  made  to  the  Sheriff  for  this  liberty,  it  was  refused, 
and  on  my  trial  a  feeble  effort  to  produce  the  newspaper 
vras  hnmediately  resisted  by  the  Altomey-Gceoeral :  such 
was  the  dread  of  my  enemies  at  once  to  prevent  mtf  reputa* 
tion  from  beii^  maiutained,  and  ihetr  own  mckeebteta,  in 
holding  me  in  jail  for  a  mock  trial,  being  made  known. 

I  wi^  not  to  be  invidiously  distinguished  from  any 
man  or  set  of  men  in  poUtics :  not  even  from  Messrs.  Cob- 
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beU  and  Hunt.  I  am  aa  icalows  for  fftUvafsut»ry  mfoFw 
as  they,  and  have  long  bsen  so ;  but  tt  to  htppeaf  ^t 
there  ia  not  in  England  an  individual  (noi«  hostile  |o  th^ 
mean*  of  biipgiug  about  reform  tbap  bijtkU.  I  wish  it  ac- 
complished without  the  interKention  qf  pa^iionor  foMtturrrhj 
peaceful,  orderly,  and.  maufy  mcasutea  on  the  part  .gf  UiQlf 
who  deaire  it. 

Having  by  no  means  girea  up  h(^>«B  of  gating  mfpwy 
instituted  into  the  state  of  Upper  Canada :  havii^  tiev^  <^ 
still  holding  connexjon  with  that  countfy;  and  beii^  tHtund 
in  duty  to  myself  and  fanuly  to  upfaold  vy  cbaract^r  hpth 
at  home  and  abroad,  the  object  of  this  Address^  to  wlucli  the 
posting  of  the  bills  na4  merely  intffiid$d  m  an  i^pductioo, 
it  to  challenge  scmdny  and  ezpoii^re  in  this  county,  where 
I  resided  for  upwanla  of  seven  yeau^  Kgording  my  coodupt 
or  connexiona-^sy  private  and  my  public  life ;  ami  \  do 
challenge  my  bitterest  enemy  to  say  aught  to  iqy  di»(TediL 

I  came  to  V^dtshire,  not  a*  a  common  fpnner  if)  sf  arch 
of  a  livelihood,  for  1  was  tbeo  iqdep«w}#qt  of  ^  pjci^ession^ 
exertion,  and  n^y  ultiipate  faSwre  arosff  frpin  qq  fj^ult  qf 
mine.  I  came  to  reni^  in  Wiltshire  in  die  yesj  1809, 
chiefly  with  a  new  practicaUy  tp  study  the  syatf  fq  of  (be 
Voot  Laws,  a  subject  to  which  I  becwne  4evoted  in  leoi, 
in  coDsequ^ce  of  being  tfien  employed  by  the  Boyd  of 
Agriculture  to  inquire,  into  means  tor  bettering  t))^  condi- 
tion of  the  poor ;  and  it  is  also  a  Awt,  that  my  efforts  in 
Upper  Canada  w^e  stimulated  by  a  desire  to  bavp  that 
de}ightfi)l  coiintiy  dvmni  open  to  a  ffmA  system  of  enu* 
gratioD,  in  connexion  widi  a  plan  for  the  reform  of  die 
Pow  Iaws. 

It  is  two  years  since  I  returned  from  America,  and  durii^ 
these  two  yean  I  have  struggled  under  miserable  health  a«d 
accumulating  ditb«ss  of  every  kind,  to  readii  agreat  aiid 
a  good  end,  altogether  distinct  from  that  of  any  other  pO' 
litical  projector:  my  opinions  are  ^together  peculiar  to 
myself;   nor  had  1  ever  iuBrit^  «  sin{ 
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poHtici.  I  halve  qqw  to  tbe  ^ress,  and  nearly  ready  for  pub- 
lication, three  volume!  regarding  Upper  Canada  aod  the 
Poor  Laws  of  England,  which  will  go  some  length  to 
speak,  not  oa\y  for  the  purity,  but  conEisteocy  and  magni- 
tude, of  my  views.  Sorry  I  am,  that  worn  out  wilh  sicken- 
il^  pares  and  adversity,  my  ppwera  of  execution  have  fallen 
short  of  dieir  object^  and  have  become  too  (peble  for  the 
migkly  cause  which  I  desire  to  plead, — the  cause  of  the 
EugTish  Poor,  and  of  a  beoighted  province  of  the  British 
Empire. 

Since  my  return  borne  I  have  twice  petitioned  Parliament 
on  thes«  joint  subjects,  and  durii^  the  ensuing  Session 
diall  resume  my  snit,  besides  making  appeal  as  to  ray  in- 
dividual sufferings  in  Upper  Canads,  which  has  been  delayed 
for  want  of  witnesses,  now  happily  within  reach.  In  such 
cases,  before  a  British  Parliament,  an  individual  can  have 
little  chance  of  hearing  without  the  aid  of  public  notoriety 
and  fervor  in  his  behalF,  and  I  shall  not  hide  my  anxious 
desire  to  be  thus  assisted.  In  Vl^ltshire  I  am  sure  there 
are  many  who  wish  me  well.  A  suitor  at  once  in  a  great 
public  cause,  and  for  my  birth-right,  as  a  native  Briton, 
perhaps  I  may  even  take  advaotaf^e  of  an  incident,  which 
otherwise,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  might  have  rested  in 
silence, — an  incident  which  will  testify  that  I  can  leel  for 
another  as  well  as  for  myself — that  I  am  not  destitute  oi 
unceritf.  Coming  hither  from  London  on  the  night  of  the 
24tb  nit,  in  the  Old  Salisbury  Coach,  a  poor  man  was  found 
drowning  in  the  flood  near  Staines.  I  hastened  to  his  relie)^ 
and  plnnging  thrice  to  the  neck,  rescued  him  from  a  watery 
grave*.  May  (  ht^w^  from  this  incident,  to  strengthen  belief, 


*  The  acddent  alludad  to,  page  ccclii.>— About  two  miles 
from  Slunas,  a  g^veL  pit  nitu  fbi  some  dirtsnce  alangaide  of 
tbe  high  way,  itpguaRled  with  post  and  rail.  This  was  filled 
with  watv,  aad  eveiflovred  ^  some  distance  round  by  the  flood 
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when  I  declare,  that  for  twenty-one  years  I  have  been  de^ 
voted  to  the  cause  of  the  poor  of  Engknd;  and  that  in 

then  rising,  wluch  in  a  few  days  afterwards  inundated  the  whole 
country  in  that  quarter,  to  a  degree  unprecedenied.  A  Londoa 
postboy;  lost  in  the  dark,  had  drove  his  carriage  off  the  road,  and 
overturned  it  in  the  gravel  pit.  Part  of  two  wheels  only  were  visi- 
ble above  the  water's  surface,  and  the  poor  man,'npheldby  thepole 
or  horaes,  beneath  htm,  stood  immersed  to  the  lips,  and  had  so 
stood  for  about  half  an  hour,  roaring  out  most  piteondy.  Our 
coach  drawing  up,  I  hastened  out  of  it  to  get  to  the  man ;  but 
sinking  into  the  pit  beyond  my  depdi,  and  bang  no  stvimmer, 
I  escaped  with  difficulty :  then  secured  from  fatal  consequences 
by  the  coach  traces  tied  together,  and  round  my  body,  I  sue- 
ceeded  in  dragging  the  man  ashore.  Hearing  that  the  Road 
Commissioners  had  often  been  uoavailbgly  complained  of  fer  their 
neglect  in  leaving  so  dangerous  a  place  unguarded,  I  wrote  to 
a  friend  in  town  an  account  uf  the  aflair,  calculated  to  attract 
notice  to  this  neglect,  bidding  him  give  it  for  insertion  in  the 
Newspaper,  but  withholding  names.  The  account  appeared  in 
the  Morning  Chronicle  of  20th  December,  and  being  imme- 
diately copied  into  other  papers,  had  the  desired  effect  On  rfr- 
turning  to  town,  I  found  the  following  letter  published  in  the 
Suiesman  of  3d  January,  1S32. 

To  tAe  Editor  of  Ok  Staleman. 
Sir, 

Having  observed  in  your  paper  of  last  night,  an  account 
of  an  accident  to  a  carriage  and  horses,  and  the  driver,  which  hap- 
pened near  Staines  on  Christmas  eve;  I  beg  leave,  as  proprietor 
of  that  equipage,  to  return,  through  your  means,  my  most  gralefnt 
acknowledgments  to  your  correspondent,  the  gentleman  passen- 
ger by  the  Salisbury  coach,  to  whose  humane,  prompt,  and  per- 
Berering  endeavours,  I  am  indebted  for  the  recovery  of  the  car^ 
riage  and  one  of  the  horses;  and  my  servant,  the  driver,  for  his 
rescue  from  the  perilous  situation  into  which  he  was  thrown,  by 
the  shameful  n^lect  pf  ihe  Commi»«oners  of  Roads,  of  Aat 
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Upper  Canada  I  never  entertained  a  desire  either  disloyal 
or  in  any  way  impure — that  niy  every  effort  there  was  bent' 
oo  making  that  country  a  profitable  and  honourable  appen- 
dage to  the  parent  State,  insteadof  a  burden  and  reproacb, 
which,  hitherto,  moat  aeauredly  it  has  been; 

ROBERT  QOURLAY. 
ffify,tfilU,9tkJamiary,  18S3. 

The  article  above  Bpokeo  of,  as  publlriied  in  tlie 
Salisbury  Journal  of  1st  ApriU  1816,  was  this. 

To  the  Editor  of  ike  SalMury  aad  fnnckater  Journal. 
Sib, 

Your  last  Journal  contains  the  Reiolutiona  of  a"^ 
meeting  of  this  county,  regularly  called  together  by  the 
sheriff,  and  countenanced  by  his  presence.  It  alio  contain! 
a  petition  of  individuala  affecting  to  be  noblemen,  clergymen^ 
gentlemen,  and  freeholders  of  Wilts. 


district.  I  think  it  proper  to  add,  that  my  sense  of  the  duty  ( 
owe  to  the  public  at  large,  has  induced  me  to  difect  my  Solidtor 
lo  maie  application,  in  the  proper  quarter,  for  redress,  and  tiopo 
it  may  be  the  means  of  prevenling  the  recurrence  of  similar  ac- 
cidents iit  future. 

I  am,  very  respectiiilly,   - 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  (lA'ra». 
Adam,  Street,  IVett,  Bryanstme  Sguare. 
•   Smidag,  December  SO,' ISii. 

■  'Riougb  I  hare  not  yet  quite  re<!07erect  froin  the  eSects  of  niy' 
cold  bath,  the  satisfaction  of  having  saved  the  life  of  a  fi>IIoir 
tteature,  is  quite  equivalent  to  my  damage ;  and  at  a  gloomy  mo- 
aent  of  existence,  suefa  satisliaction  I  prize  the  more.  Bat  for 
Ae  coincidence,  that  I  was  on  a  journey  to  Wiltahire,  to  appeal 
lb  the  public  as  to  uprightness  of  pnucipte  and  conduct,  the 
afiUr  jhould  csnatnly  not  have.beeD  repeat«l  with  my  signatur*.  - 
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The  reiolutioni  of  the  meeting,  tet  forth  certain  0 
in  language  pointed  and  atrong.  The  petition  dinvowa  Uw 
priaciples  of  these  retoluttoDs,  and  atigmatizes  the  Mipporters. 
of  them  as  factious  men. 

Having,  at  the  county  meeting,  openly  expressed  n;  dif 
ajpprobatioB  of  part  of  its  resolutions,  I  conceive  that  my 
right  of  animadverting  on  this  p^titioB,  to  which  thffy  hne 
given  rise, -is  so  nmch  the  better  j  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say,  in  the  face  of  dl  who  may  have  signed  it,  noblemen, 
clergymoi,  gentlemen,  and  fre^tJders,  that  if  the  comity 
resolutions  were  in  any  thing  wrong,  this  petition  is  infimbely 
more  censnisble. 

I  am  not  one  who  have  either  much  relish  for  county 
meeting*,  or  much  hope  of  good  from  them ;  yet,  aa  they 
are  coastibitional,  and  have  for  ages  afforded  dig  chief  op- 
portunity for  the  eapression  of  public  opinion,  1  must  say 
it  omens  ill,  to  see  individuals,  whoever  they  may  be,  ranning 
from  these  meetings  to  arrogate  to  themselves  superior 
virtues,  and  presuming  not  only  to  throw  discredit  and  ob*. 
loqny  on  the  combined  sentiments  of  their  fellow  subject^ 
but  loading  deserving  characters  with  insidious  and  reproach- 
ful language. 

Who,  I  would  ask,  is  entitled  to  fix  the  standard  of  sen> 
timent  ?  Or  rather,  who  are  factious  men !  They  who  attend 
to  the  call  of  the  sheriff,  and  express,  under  his  auspices, 
their  opiaionsf  Or  they  who  ffy  to  all  the  comers  of  the 
«eiaitylofiDd  itrength  for<candaliang,  in  parliament,  the 
remit  of  regular  proceedii^s  f . 

The  universal  excuse  is,  that  .Hiivt  ami  Crobbett  ahwld 
not  be  coimteDaiiGwl ;  and  a  more  wretched  plea  cannot 
^ssibly  be  set  up. 

Almost  in  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom  meetings  wef* 
held  Id  oppose  the  prt^rty  tax.  In  Wiltshire  there  was  so 
moveinent  tois^s  this,  till  Mr,  Hunt  came  forward,  and 
procured  a  mcetivg.  If  it  was  r^ht  elsewhere  to  hold 
nuttingf,  it  waa  rig bt  hart.    If  it  was  -  vtrtiwua  itt  otbw 
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liidividuah  to  call  for  the  €ltpten\on\bf  public  opiniMi,  it 
was  so  in  Mr.  Hunt.  If  the  public  duties  bf  a  conM;  are  ' 
neglected  by  those  wto  should  be  foremost  to  perfor*  tllert,  ■ 
sutrety  gueh  pn'sons  should  be  the  last  to  complain  iHien 
these  duties  are  performed  by  others. 

What  is  it  that  mokes  Mr.  Hunt  popular  m  Wiltshire,  hbt 
the  advantage  he  finds  in  neglected  duty  i  He  and  Mr,  Cob* ' 
belt  do  not  deny  this.  The  latter  declared  at  ihs  ifieetirig, 
that  he  woftid  not  trouble  himself  in  this  quarter  if  the 
gentlemeu  would  do  their  duty.  Have  they  dotie  their 
duty  i  Are  they  now  doing  it  by  vamping  ftp  this  counts 
petition?  Quite  the  reverse.  If  theyhad  anj^public  opinion, 
the  county  meeting  afforded  the  genuine  opi^ortunity  for  &e 
expression  of  such  opinion;  ntid,  ftfter  neglecting  the  ftir 
opportunity,  all  opposition  is  clearly  unbeconiing  and  fec- 
tious. 

The  county  meeting  was  open  to  all :  whoever  set  it  o« 
foot,  whoever  attended  it,  made  no  difference,— -ft  «m  stiH 
the  county  meeting;  and  when  past,  its  detertninatiOA  lb- 
mama  that  of  the  county,  and  as  sueb  sboflfd  be  respettted. 

If  the  gentlemen  of  Wilts  wish  to  oppose  the  optAi6tn  Ot 
Mr.  Cobbett  or  Mr.  Hunt,  why  sfaouhl  (hey  ht  afraid  to 
coffleforwflrdf  If  they  bad  done  8t>  apun  tliis  tWcUlbli) 
most  assuredly  the  pfesedt  resolutions  would  btHto  ben 
negatived,  or  at  least  greatly  modified,  and  a  cfa«tfk  wo«M 
lnv«  been  given  tft  (be  sway  of  Mr.  Cobbett  aiorf  Mtj  UatiXi 
How  has  it  bieen  in  Hampshire  J  There  they  have  r^pmtedly 
made  their  appearance,  but  they  hai-*  been  oppOMd — con-' 
stilutionaliy  and  !UCc*ssfully  opposed.  In  Wilt^re  they 
carry  all  before  them ;  and  fbr  their  opponent!  io  politiut 
ofunioD,  there  snems  no  consolation  bat  in  the  prosirattoH: 
of  a  passive  sptnt  to  one  phrty,  aitd  the  disgoffhig  of  spl««» 
towards  another^ 

These  frank  declarations  may  give  oflFence;  butlvpctfe; 
Tat  myself  only,  awd  wi*  to  command  no  cMVietion  fcut 
what  renson  and  reflection  can  approve.  ,  ■     ,     -        - 
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I  do  not  lientate  to  say,  4l»t  in  many  tfaiitgr  I  torfyfff  '■ 
agree  with  Mr.  Cobbett ;  is  Mine  I  would  oppose  him  with- 
a]l  my  might.  He  cannot  wish  more  tban  1  do  for  par* 
liamentary  refonn ;  he  cansot  express  too  strongly  for  tni^ 
taste  an  abhorrence  for  military  despotism;  but  when  b& 
Cfmes-  ferwafd  with  a  sfiheme  for  relieving  the  pecuniary 
enftianiusments  of  tbe  naticMi,  which  is  to  take  a  retrospec- 
tive view  of  transactions,  and  call  for  the  refunding  of  pro- 
perty out  of  the  peculation  and  waste  of  times  that  are  goue^ 
not  only  my  faidi  in  his  nncerity  is  lessened,  but  my  blood 
runs  cold  with  the  imsgination  of  such  dangerous  ftdlacji. 
While  his  scheme  would  be  iaefficient  for  the  end  in  vicw^ 
it  would  subject  Utousands  of  the  innocent  to  misery :  it 
would  introduce  n  i«^  of  terror. 

Mr.  Cobbett  has,  for  months  past,  in  his  Political  Re< 
^ster,  engaged  the  attention  of  his  readers  with  the  subject 
of  mdional  remedies;  and  here  he  has  displayed  his  usual 
aciiteitess  and  ptnetntioa  in  exposing  th«  arror^  of  others. 
When  it  comes  to  this  his  own  wit's-end  on  the  subject,  with 
what  melancholy  sensations  of  every  kind  must  we  be  im.- 
pressedf 

Mr.  Cobbelt's  idea  of  refunding  is  not  of  recent  date,' 
though  only  now  ftumally  declared.  He  has  hinted  st  it  for 
years ;  and  it  is  truly  sstonisbii^,  that  a  tnind  so  super-ior 
Qould  have  so  long  harboured  a  thought  so  delusive.  No 
i|nn  knows  better  than  he  does  the  vast  resources  of  this, 
fiountry;  and  how  easily  the  burdens  of  the  people  could 
be  lightened  without  any  retrospective  law,  merely  by  juat 
and  economical  arraligement  He  knows  that  the  very  et- 
i^tence  ^f  our  enormous  debt  is  the  best  pledge  that  we  have 
resources  for  paying  it  off;  and  he  cannot  be  ignorant  that, 
with  stable  credit,  price  would  rise  to  eqaaUie  so  fat  the 
present  ruinous  disproportion  between  real  and  fictitious 
property.     ;..,■,., 

:,My  itolipna  as.tp  ^e,  remedy  for  national  distress  have 
been  long  stationary.     Lut  year,  ui  a  printed  letter,  I  con> 


M,Goo<?lc  I 


«ENBIUI<  INTB01>V0TI0N.  CCclxxilL 

fktued  then  widiia  dib  sboit  sentence :  "  Down  willi  all 
toxfli  which  tSvet  mioMtij,  «m1  let  them  rat  on  mits  and 
idU  capital;  conmute  titbeii  and  deviM  Bwasiires,  wluch 
may  be  very  simjrie,  for  the  abolitioii  of  paaperimi."  Thi* 
year,  I  read  at  the  late  meeting,  from  «  printed  hand-bill,  the 
following  acheme,  which,  is  KMuetbiog  very  extraordinary 
mutt  soon  lie  d(Hie,  u  as  praclacaUe  as  my  other  equally 
^cient: — 

**  A  property  and  income  lax  is  that  and  that  alone  by 
which  the  country  can  be  preserved  in  peace.  'Wliile  it  is 
withdrawn  firom  the  fields  of  industry,  let  it  remain  on  the 
wastes  of  idleness, — let  it  aSect  only  rents  and  interest)  and 
let  incomes  proceeding  from  these  be  further  taxed,  in  the 
ratio  of  their  increase.  Let  such  incomes  at  ],000i!.  per 
annum  be  charged  with  one  per  cent ;  at  SjOOO/.  with  two 
per  cent. ;  and  so  upwards  to  100,000/.  per  annum,  where 
the  ratio  oF  increase  may  safety  terminate.  This  scheme 
would  admit  of  all  taxes  on  malt,  salt,  soap,  candles,  leather, 
bricks,  tilet>  &c.  tic.  being  withdrawn.  It  wonld  sustain  ' 
ihe  national  endit,  check  imnwrriity,  gite  spirit  to  industry, 
and  make  the  poor  nun's  face  beam  mth  Joy." 

ROBERT  OOURLAV. 

D^fori  Farm,  Marth  28,  iSlS. 

One  reason  for  my  here  insertiDg  these  news- 
paper extracts  is,  that  my  Canadian  friends  (for 
such  I  boast  of  having,  notwrthstanding  my  aere- 
rities  to  them  as  politicians]  rai^  read  the  simple 
document  which  im  illiberal,  upsetting  AttOT" 
ney-General  would  not  suffer  to  be  read  ia 
court ;  and  see  that  I  can  challenge  scrutiny  here 
at  home ;  but  my  chief  object  is  to  draw  attention 
to  these  wch^,  "price  would  rise."  To  point 
to  these  words  now  that  price    has    fallen,  and 
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Mr.  C(^bett,  v/hh  Lord  Fitawilltam  and  olberri* 
have  made  up  their  minds  that  it  will  fall  still 
lower,  may  seem  wanton  foHy;  but  Istiatt  stick  to  my 
test,  and  if  no  malignant  star,  to  borrow  a  proviso 
from  Mr.  Francis  Moore,  comes  in  the  way,  shall 
prophesy  that  they  will  even  rise.  There  was  no 
person  more  thoroughly  convinced  than  1  was  for 
many  years  before  the  peace,  that  price  would  not 
keep  up  so  high  as  it  had  been ;  but  I  am  as 
thoroughly  coDvinced  that  at  this  moment  it  might 
bare  been  kept  up  much  higher  than  it  now  is; 
and  the  question  is  vitally  imporHtot.  Price  de- 
peods  much  upon  demand,  and  demand  upon  con- 
Sumption.  The  price  of  an  article  loo,  is  often  re- 
gulated by  the  strength  to  hold.  A  needy  man 
can  never  obtain  so  high  a  price  fot  htct  goods  as  a 
maa  at  ease  in  his  circumstances.  Well  d«  I  kOQW 
it.  What  ha^  made  the  price  of  a  £um  ia  Canada 
with  a  log-hOus^,  as  ^wken  of  above,  is  the  extract 
fkom  the  Times  newspaper,  "  less  than  the  usual 
law  expenses  incurred  to  affect  the  s«ik^  ^  That  is 
not  the  natural  price,  and  cannot  continue  as  it  is. 
The  absolute  porwty  of  tke  holder  has  gone  so  far 
to  produce  the  effect ;  and  want  of  tiem^id,  from 
stagnation  of  trade  and  geaeral  poverty,  baa  summed 
up  the  poot  aecouat.  Ever  since  the  ftandtng  sye- 
tem  and  paper  money  had  existence,  theK  has,  I 
presume,  been  stagnation,  and  the  price-  of  htpd 
wd  ita  produce  has  fallen  at  the  tenaioation  of 
wan  This  happened  to  a  great  extent  s^et  the 
Aaaericen  revolutionary-  war,  and  now-  to  a  gvcetH 
degree.,  dearly  £com  a  tpo  sudden  stop  Mo^  p«t  to 
1 
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»«ttvity.  I  would  bave  the  reader  paase,  and  fix 
this  vefy  word*  ocfwtfy,  in  his  mind,  as  important. 
The  activity  of  war  bas  destractioD  for  its  maia 
object:  yet  id  spite  of  this  destnictioo,— ^is  waitet 
such  is  the  virtue  of  activity  that  a  surplus  of  ^in 
may  be  secured  by  it.  At  the  end  of  wars,  ac* 
ttvity,  stimulated  by  the  violent  passions  which 
make  and  maintain  them,  is  too  hastily  checked^ 
It  is  cheoked  from  tbe  subsiding  of  passion,  when 
it  should  be  excited  more  and  mare,  only  bariog 
its  direction  cbuiged  from  destruction  and  waste  to 
pro6table  production.  The  fill  itf  price  ms  gicalt 
ly  owing  to  the  lessening  of  Government  tnusac^ 
tions  with  peace,  and  tbe  consequent  dtmiDiihed 
issue  of  Government  paper.  Suppose  GovemineBt 
had  coDtiaued  transactions  and  expenditure  to  the 
iiill«KteQt  in  peace  as  in  war ;  only  with  this  dif^ 
fetenoe,  that  those  to  whom  they  paid  outmoney* 
had  been  empl<^ed  profitably  instead  of  waatefully 
—had  been  industrious  farmers  and  mechanics,  in* 
stead  of  soldiers,  and  officers  of  soldiers,  what  now 
ifouM  have  been  tbe  issue?  Certainly,  among 
other  effects,  price  would  have  been  kept  high,  and 
all  would  bave  been  prosperous.  Eveiy  thing,  on 
the  coittrary,  has  been  done  to  lower  price :  transx 
action  and  excitement  have  been  lessened ;  con- 
sumption  has  decreased ;  industry  has  pined : 

"ItisidlenekU; 
'*  Kntgbt,  and  P«gt,  and  bonMhold  Squire," 
"  Loiter!"  loite!  knUr! 

We  may  keep  up  an  immense  army  in  pe«ce!;^'we 
may  pay  away  fcffty  millions  of  interest  of  debt,  M 
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maintain  idlers;  but  we  canoot  do  it  by  idleiiest; 
and  now  more  than  haif  the  people  of  filmland  are 
idle!  Price  has  increased  in  modem  times,  not 
merely  from  the  issue  of  Government  paper,  but 
from  the  trade  of  banking.  That  trade  will  im- 
prove ;  and  as  confidence  gets  established,  will  more 
and  more  furnish  means  for  rational  and  well-digest- 
ed  adventure.  Though  taxation  and  Government 
were  put  down  tc^elher,  and  forever,  paper  money 
would  circulate  and  circulate  more  and  more  freely, 
as  men  became  more  and  more  worthy  of  ccmfi- 
dence,  by  greater  intelligence,  and  more  steady 
habits.  Paper  money  has  not  caused  the  present 
distress;  but  the  cessation  of  that  activity  which 
bpt  it  ^oat.  This  is  truly  worthy  of  attenticm, 
and  yet  it  has  been  entirely  kept  out  of  view,  of 
never  thought  of.  Let  profitable  employment  be 
found  for  all  that  are  willing  to  work  :  let  Govern- 
ment again  issue  its  paper  in  every  direction,  where 
it  can  yield  a  certain  return,  and)  undoubtedly, 
mankind  may  flourish  in  peace,  as  well  as  in  war: 
undoubtedly  we  may  keep  faith,  and  fulfil  our 
engagements  with  public  creditors. 

When  confined  in  Niagara  Jail,  I  addressed  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  of  Upper  Canada, 
about  to  meet  in  Parliament,  with  a  view  to  attract 
notice  to  the  principle  which  I  here  but  poorly  dp 
justice  to.  I  shall,  now  that  the  British  Parliament 
is  about  to  meet,  copy  in  my  Address,  as  it  was 
printed  in  the  Niagara  Spectator  newspaper,  and  let 
it-beexposed  to  scrutiny,  in  a  country  where  there 
M  no  ^ant  of  men^l  discernment,  and  at  a  time 
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when  the  spirit  o(  activity  should  be  roused,  even 
for  the  salvation  of  the  empire.  I  purposely  let  my 
ideas  go  loosely  before  the  public.  I  have  full  con- 
fideuce  in  my  fundamental  principles,  and  when  I 
am  attacked,  I  shall  be  ready  to  defend.  I  have 
written  below  the  title  postscsipt,  "  chiefiy  for 
after  reference  and  discussion"  and  I  have  done  aO( 
inviting  challenge. 


NIAGARA  SPECTATOR,  JUNE  10, 1819. 

TO     TUB     FARLIAHBNTABV    BEPRE8ENTATITES    OF    TUB 
PEOPLE    OF    UPPEB    CANADA. 

Niagara  Jail,  7th  June,  I8ig. 
Gentlehbk, 
It  i>  a  lamentable  tact,  that  men  will  sometimes  contiime 
to  bate  thoie  whom  ibey  have  injured,  for  no  other  reason, 
but  because  they  themselves  have  already  done  bo  much 
wrong.  Having  made  this  Tcmark,  I  shall  not  apply  it  to  any 
particuhu  caae,  but  wish  that  all  of  us,  for  the  future,  may  be 
guarded  against  a  propeusity  so  rery  detestable,  and  niinons 
to  human  felicity. 

You  are  this  day  meeting  b^Uier,  to  legislate  for  your 
country;  and  I,  driving  from  my  memory  all  past  occur- 
reuces,  looking  anxiously  to  the  eventful  moment  and  keep- 
ing only  one  object  in  view,  viz.  the  general  good,  have  coo> 
aidered  by  what  means,  and  to  what  taA,  your  labours  may 
be  most  beneficially  directed.  With  a  mind  thus  abstracted 
and  serious,  knowing  that  you  are  not  prepared  to  go  so  tar  as 
could  be  wished,  it  seems  prudent  to  confine  myself  to  that 
which  is  most  likely  of  beii^  accomplished. 

In  my  earliest  reflections  upon  the  political  condition  of 
tlus  province,  I  saw  restraints  which  peatly  retarded  its  im- 
provement, and  which  seemed  so  obvious,  that  T  could  not 
doubt  they  would  be  speedily,  removed.     The  greatest  im> 
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mediate  rcibaint  teemed  to  ariae  out  of  Ibe  stats  of  property, 
to  which  there  appeared  a  simple  and  Pectus)  remedy  ii  Ae 
adoption  of  a  new  system  of  taxation.  To  this  ai^ect  sty 
attention  has  been  very  often  directed ;  and  to  tfaia  I  wonid 
now  beg  leave  to  call  particular  notice. 

It  is  not  vanity  to  say  that  I  have,  for  many  years,  devoted 
much  reflection  to  the  subject  of  taxation,  generally.  It  is 
merely  stating  a  fact ;  and  liberal  minds  will  admil  of  my 
frankly  communicating  some  of  the  results,  without  being 
moved  by  this  or  any  oUier  passion. 

My  reflections  have  led  me  to  believe,  that  the  chief  per- 
fection of  Government  is  to  be  looked  for  in  the  adoption  of 
a  correct  and  just  system  of  taxation.  This,  I  am  convinced, 
may  be  so  regulated,  as  not  only  to  contribute  sufficiently  to 
every  public  enterprise,  but  to  command  the  destinies  of 
power  and  property,  eveiy  way  to  goo«l. 

MaBkind  have  locked  with  astonisbment  to  ^e  mighty 
acbievemeats  of  England,  l^y  have  seen  her,  ringle- 
lianded,  cmitendingwith  Ewope/— nay,  almost  with  Ae  world 
besides;  and  they  have  seen  ber  rising  in  strength  as  eBoii 
was  reqmred; — tkey  hare  seen  her  unespectecHy  prevail  over 
ianuBMnible  j^culties.  Whence  has  she  derived  ha 
strength  i     From  her  system  of  taxation. 

In  former  ages,  the  energies  of  our  species  have  been  called 
forth  to  war,  as  furiously  as  we  in  our  day  have  witnessed. 
la  former  ^es,  we  have  seen  those  energies  sometimes  dinted 
by  superior  genius,  and  sometimes  impelled  by  ^e  influence 
of  accumulated  treasure ;  but,  till  this  age,  never  did  the 
evanescent  skill  of  the  financier  fully  disphiy  its  powers; 
never  did  boraan  policy  so  completely  excite  and  control 
luimao  exertion ;  oerer  did  waste,  to  such  a  degree,  induce 
excitement;  nor  excitement  so  completdy  supply  the  de< 
woiaring  jaws  of  waste. 

Often  bave  i  wandered  in  ray  Adds  at  home,  niminBting 
«•  ibm  principle  which  upheld  om  national  greatuess :  often 
hare  1  mdulged  the  Uiasftit  reverie,  that  it  was  poasiUe  to 
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in^  ibe  HBM  pi'mafie  ofwnte  ia  tui»  of  pescc*  to  the  m- 
creue  and  sD^oyouBt  of -our  kind,  u,  in  w,  it  had  be«ii  bent 
oil  deitructioD  aod  miBery.  Bat  where— where,  I  would  aay, 
is  there  room  for  action  i  This liuleialandslready  overflows 
with  people :  every  spot  is  cultivated^-everj  art  diivca  to 
perfeeUon.  AnivMl  in  Cxtuda,  uureying  its  bouDdleaa  fc^ 
r«it8  and  its  noble  river,  there  were  at  once  bejfaiw  me  scsoes 
of  action,  objects  of  employineMl,  and  incitcnieBts  to  axar- 
tion.  What  more  is  wanted  here,  but  to  fpve  the  first 
impetus  to  motion  ?  And  wbat  majr  not  motion  effect— 
what  may  niM  be  its  wonderful  increase  i — But  bafore  comuig 
to  (be  punt  of  action  for  Canada,  let  me  glance  at  aom«  of 
^ose  circumMincei  which  have  enabled  Eugiaod  to  display 
suck  mighty  power.  Her  system  of  taxation  isnotooe  which 
could  primarily  have  been  brought  uto  full  pJay ;  autber 
could  it  St  all  bava  b^es  practicable  in  ev«y  country,  Eag- 
land,  happy  in  her  tocat  situatioD,  contains  witbin  herself 
nore  natural  advantages  than  any  othw  spot  of  eqnat  cxtesit ; 
«id  her  pof>i^atlgn,  suCBciently  great  and  dense,  is  pent  up 
and  secure  by  the  surrounding  ocean.  Jn  England,  booour 
and  abaitie  are  made  to  toil  together.  There  ambition  has 
Ae  highest  ra^;e,  and  necessity  the  direst  afur :— there,  from 
poverty  to  qstreme  wealth,  we  behold  a  highway,  biu  it  is 
crowded,  and  only  he  who  labours  hard  can  get  on.  He 
looks  behind,  and  is  terrified  with  wanti  he  casts  his  eye 
before  hin,  and  longs  for  the  glittering  prize.  Competittnrs 
pant  by  his  side  :  there  is  health,  there  is  vigour,  there  is  joy 
in  die  rnoe.  Where,  ii>  the  wide  wocid,  do  we  see  mankind 
-so  busy,  by-night  and  by  day,  as  in  England  I  In  England, 
at  all  events,  there  must  be  action,  andiu  action  tliere  is  gMO. 
It  was  from  tbe  extra<mlioftry  increase  of  this  action,  arising 
from  a  vwiety  of  causes,  ^at  the  means  were  created  wbicfa 
ssstained  the  kte  war.  The  Govenment  sent  abroad  its 
armies,  and  t^is  of  UionaMids  were  annually  slain;  yet  the 
vrsBte  of  life  vras  iaisrie*  to  .tbe  supj^y,  and  popuklMO  ci»it»> 
iH»d  to  increMs.    The  Government  Ktuaadered  ile  huitdreds 
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-of  nillioiw,  but  tb«  mooied  means  becssia  mon  teti  iMt« 
reedy  at  conitntad.  In  k11  Ihis,  there  was  no  niracle.  A  full 
MMpectkxi  of  tbe  materials  and  machiaef;,  is  aufficieiit  to  ac- 
count for  tbe  wonderful  remits. 

Mere  population,  however  great,  will  do  nothing  without 
.  eicitement;  nor  will  wealth  alone  contbuall;  luaUiufiSBr- 
tion.  China  swarms  with  bamui  b^gs ;  but  they  are  things 
without  passion, — feeble,  and  tnuifr— loiterers  in  the  )»tba  of 
improseotent.  Spain  luul  her  treasury  long  replenished .froei 
Mexico  and  Peru ;  but  her  wealth  served,  ultimately,  only  to 
enervate ;  and  her  body  politic,  as  well  as  her  people,  be- 
came pletliOTJc  and  dull.  England  has.  wealth,  directly  pour- 
ed into  her  from  the  West  and  East  Indies,  besides  the  gene- 
ral profits  of  trade  ;  but  this  wealth  flaws  not  immediately 
into  the  Treasury.  Its  course  is  better  directed.  It  first 
'^treads  out  among  the  pet^Ie  j  gives  pleasure  to  the  rich,  an 
aim  to  tbe  nmbitiouB,  and  employment  to  the  poor.  An  in- 
ward fiow  of  wealth  so  very  great,  would  be  ruinous  to  mk 
cie^,  bad  it  no  vent :  it  would  l«id  to  repletion,  and  reple- 
tion would  induce  disease.  The  war  afforded  vent  to  the 
vast  surplus  of  English  wealth,  as  well  as  for  her  span  piK 
puIaUon.  In  one  sense,  it  created  health  and  vigour.  The 
cessation  of  war  has,  in  some  respects,  already  produced  lan- 
guor and  disease :  it  has  diminished  consumption^  and 
stopped  up  the  ducts  of  beneficial  waste.  War  and  waste 
were,  of  themselves,  to  be  deplored ;  but  so  far  their  effects 
were  good.  Tlie  desideraitan  now  is,  seeing  that  such  Mgenta 
have  promoted  beneficial  action  and  production,  to  draw 
forth  activity,  and  thence  have  produetiou  by  peaceful  means, 
and  for  peaceful  ends. 

I  have  not  lauded,  and  shall  not  laud,  the  English  system  of 
taxation,  as  one  which  I  approve,  or  should  wish  to  see  imi- 
tatcd.  Ithasrestedonoppre88ioD,andbasbegottenoppresB(»rs. 
I  have  spoken  of  it  only  as  it  has  displayed  tbe  wonderftsl 
efforts  which  mankind  can  make,  with  sufficient  excitement. 
-The  English  system  of  taxattoo  would  never  have  been  made 
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n0  prAfftictive,  but  bf  «  corrupt  npreMotatioD  of  the  people. ' 
With  the  people,  Boroif^mon^rs  hare  no  common  feeling : 
nay,  their  intereata  run  counter ;  and,  as  tools  of  the  Minister, 
they  are  altogether  perfect.  They  are  the  handspikes  which 
squeeze  from  the  grape  die  wine  which  itself  would  not  yield. 
No  system  of  this  kind  cun  be  established  here.  The  people, 
fairly  represented,  will  not  endure  that  degree  of  pressure 
which  ii  required,  to  put  industry  to  its  full  stretch ;  and 
while  there  is  not  sufficient  necessity  to  goad,  there  is  a 
want  of  ambition  to  lead  on.  Still,  however,  nature  presents ' 
here  most  inviting  objects  for  exertion,  and  when  the  course 
is  (airly  opened,  the  race  may  not  be  slack. 

In  contriyittg  the  system  of  ttixation  which  now  has  place 
in  this  pronnce,  no  thought,  I  nm  convinced^  was  bestowed 
on  the  effects  which  might  be  produced  from  one  system  more 
than  another.  It  was  only  considered  how  die  required 
means,  for  Government  purposes,  could  be  most  directly  pro- 
cured. At  tirst,  money  was  only  seen  in  shops  and  taverns ; 
and  a  licence  upon  these  was  adequate,  for  a  time,  to  afford 
the  little  wanted.  By  and  by,  the  farmers'  stock  increased, 
and  the  prifaciple  of  taxing  property,  according  to  its  valae,' 
WKS  adopted.  As  a  burden,  taxes  are  here  triflitig ;  and  it  is 
a,  saying,  that  without  challenge,  all  is  well.  The  wild  lands 
of  absentees  being  untaxed,  first  gave  rise  to  complaint.  To 
tax  the  lands  of  absentees,  has  been  the  object  of  repealed 
motidns  in  Parliament ;  and  a  Bill,  for  this  purpose,  got  so 
liir'as  to  be  printed.  The  order  of  the  day  now  is,  Aat  they 
must,  at  least,  be  made  to  contribute  to  the  iuipiovement  of 
rbads.  I  am  to  propose  that  rhey  shall  do  more.  In  fact,  I 
mean  to  strike  at  the  root  of  the  present  system  of  taxation, 
and  exhibit  an  entire  new  one  for  adoption.  I  shall  first 
briefly  sketch  out  roy  scheme,  dien  pult  down  the  old  one; 
and,  lastly,  set  forth'  what  effects  may  be  produced  by  the 
odia-,  when  substituted  in  its  place. 

'  My  proposal  then  is  to  have  but  one  tax  for  the  collec- 
Ubn  of  revenue  in  this  province — a  general  land  tax,  making 


M,Googlc 


CCclxixii       aiNBRAL  nVTRODUCTIOH,  ' 

DO  dratinodon  whatever  between  wfld  and  oultwatcd'  Imd',* 
public  or  prmte  prt^rcrty,  that  of  r^eiideiits  or  absetiteM ; 
'  tbe  rale  of  cstitnAting  value  to  be  governed  by  one  con»- 
deralSon,  the  rate  of  poptdalion  of  the  township  in  whicb  the 
land  is  ntvated,  taken  in  cMJtutcticM  with  that  of  th^  neigh- 
bovrbood.    A  few  e]Qiin[^es  will  bert  UlattrMt  what  I  mean. 

Let  ua  take  it  for  granted  that  Ok  atvrage  value  of  bad 
throughout  the  province  is  30a.  per  acre,  and  the  average 
rate  of  population,  1^00  louls  to  a  towa^p  of  60,000  acres. 
Say  that  towniihip  A  has  this  precise  population  aud  extent, 
is  bounded  nine  miles  by  the  lake  or  river,  of  which  no  ac- 
count shall  be  taken,'niiie  miles  by  Township  B,  containing 
1^00  aouls,  nine  Miles  by  Township  C,  contaiping  1,500 
sOuU,  and  nine  miles  by  Township  D,  uninhabited,  or,  by 
iMsurveyed  land.  Township  A  beiiig  within  itself  at  pnr, 
aBd>  thus  bounded,  TfetBains  at  par,  viz.  fiOs.  per  adre. 

Say  again,  AatTownifaip  £,  of  equal  vitrat  as  Town-' 
ahip  A,  contaias  1,500  souls,  is  bounded  raae  mites  by  F, 
cbntaiaiBg  I /XX)  souls,  nine  miles  by  G,  containing  800  souls, 
nbc  nika  by  H,  containing  1,800  aouls,  and  rtine  miles  by 
I^  cDfitaining  3^000  souls.  Thus  litnntefli,  the  land  of  E 
fhklt  be  reckoned  worth  9Bt.  4^. 

Again,  say  thatTownship  R,  of  equal  extent  as  Uie  above, 
contains  no  inbabitaots,  and  is  bounded  by  Township*  S, 
T,  W,  and  X,  containing,  respectivdy,  SOO,  400,  SOU,  and 
SCO  souIj.    This  will  nske  the  land  of  R  worth  St.  7^. 

Agab,  say  that  Towtwhtp  W  contains  500  souls;  and  is 
bonaded  by  Y  fw  nine  niles,  containing  1,000  souls,  and 
on  the  other  three  sidel  by  nniofaabited  land.  This  will 
make  the  land  of  W  w<^th  Ss.  per  acre. 

These  examples  sufficiently  shew  die  principle  upon 
which  I  wodd  have  the  value  of  land  estimated.  A  Town* 
shifi  may  contain  more  or  less  than  60,000  acres,  or  it  may 
be  bounded  by  more  than  four  toWnshipe,  and  pech^ 
irregularly.  In  such  cases  a  little  more  c^cu^on  onl^  is 
wanted  to  give  an  equally  fair  result.     The  idea  of  raiamg  all 
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taxaa  from  land,  ii  aot  iMTr.  ll  has  ofttm  been  the  flal^t 
of  politictl-  discuflsioa;  and  often  have  I  mused  upon  it 
b^bre  my  acquaiatftnce  with  thia  country.  In  mi  otd  coun- 
try^  many  objecttou  atart  up  agsinit  its  adoption;  here  1 
Icnow  of  none.  Throughout  the  whole  province  natore  hai 
wonderfuBy  eqaiUiaed  the  v^ae  of  land.  What  is  be^r  'm 
point  of  quality,  it  generally  worse  in  point  of  local  ri- 
tuatioH ;  and,  at  thii  early  st^e  of  Reltlcaient,  ninute  Hit- 
ferences  in  this  respect  are  of  very  little  consequence.  T^o 
nmplicity  of  snch  a  scheme— the  economy  and  ease  of 
nwagement  are  bigfafy  to  be  prized.  If  the  owner  of  land 
is  ost  of  the  conntry,  or  tardy  in  paying  his  assessment,  an 
entry  of  debt  can  for^with  be  made  against  bim,  his  accoimt 
to  become  chargeable  with  compound  interest,  a  half  per 
cent,  above  the  ordinary  rate;  Uie  law  declaring  this  debt 
inseparable  from  the  land,  and  preferable  to  every  other, 
while  it  gave  a  power  of  sale  for  recovery,  nt  tbe  termina- 
tion of  a  given  number  of  years,  say  10,  15,  or  SO.  The 
perfection  of  a  land  tax,  in  a  new  country,  it  obvious,  so  far 
as  speculators  must  either  settle,  sell,  or  pay  for  their  profits. 
Having  said  thus  much  of  what  I  innpose  for  adoption, 
lot  me  btiefly  stale  whenein  the  present  sysUni  of  taxation  is 
erroneons  and  impolitic. 

In  tils  first  place,  rating  all  wild  land  at  the  same  value  of 
4s.  per  acre,  is  ghriogly  wrong.  Sotne  w^d  land  in  reoaote 
iiitaations  being  'worA  less  than  even  4s.,  vrhib  other  wild 
hnd  is  WOrtii  ten  times  as  much.  In  tbe  second  place,  it 
is  very  unfair  to  rate  a  lot  of  wild  land  one  farthing  leas  dian 
a  ttof  cnltivtted  hnd,  to  which  it  is  immediately  adjoin- 
ing. The  wild  land  rises  in  valne  mer^  from  the  labour 
bestowed  on  liat  which  is  cnltivRted,  and,  in  strict  justice, 
ought  rather  to  be  rated  bigber,  from  the  con9i«)eT«tiOB  of  iW 
being  a  nuisBnce.  The  revenue  from  Town  lots  is  a  bsga' 
telle,  which  should  be  left  to  the  coatroul  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  respectively,  for  their  immediate  comfort  and 
coDvenieBiw.    Tixing  faooMs,  and  their  fire-places,  in  a  new 
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country,  is  a  aiii.  agaioBl  nature :  good  bouses  sbonM  ratirar 
have  t  premiuin.  Taxing  mills  1k  datniuble:  taxing  shops 
and  storehouses  is  nearljr  as  bad ;  but,  when  we  get  amoug 
the  taied  horses,  ibe  taxed  milch  cows,  and  (be  taxed  boroed 
cattl«,  what  can  we  do  but  lau^  at  the  monstrous  absurdity, 
and  tfaink  that  the  whole  scheme  was  coDtrived  by  an  aaa  i 
Suppose  a  mecbaoic,  whose  daily  bread  is  earned  by  his  tea 
fingers,  ha*  a  certain  weight  continually  to  bear  about  with 
him,  I  should  ^ink  that,  if  he  could  not  distribute  the  burden 
equally  over  bu  body,  that  somewhere  between  the  Moulders 
ought  be  «D  appropriate  situation  for  the  mass  of  it ;  (nut 
certainly,  not  a  nogle  grain  should  be  allowed  to  entangle 
Ibe  fingers,  or  even  the  parts  adjoining.  Husbandry  stock, 
shops,  and  mills,  are  the  very  fingers  of  industry^  and  ought^ 
at  all  events,  to  go  clear  of  incumbrance.  (See  the  Table  of 
Assessment,  vol.  il.  page  355.) 

When  we  see  any  thing  very  far  wroi^  and  but  feeble 
efforts  employed  for  atoendment,  we  may  with  some  reason, 
suspect  that  there  is  a  snake  in  the  grass.  To  excuse  the 
ass  above-mentioned,  I  have  occasionally  thought  that  the 
present  system  of  taxation  bad  been  introduced  by  some 
law-beleagured  Judge  from  England,  partly  periiapa  under 
instructions  from  the  landed  <4igarchy,  or  partly  besotted 
with  the  notion  that  Mr.  Pitt's  practice  was  correct,  (^run- 
ning into  every  comer  to  tax  the  middling  uid  poorer  classes. 
of  society,  while  his  friends  of  the  hi^er  order  went  com- 
]>arative)y  free ;  but  then  looking  across  Niagan  river,  sod 
finding  that  a  system  somewhat  of  the  same  kind  obtaioa 
among  our  neighbours,  my  investigation  into  the  cause  is 
ftill  restless — I  am  still  disposed  to  make  further  conjecture. 
"Xbe  majority  of  those,  who  legblate  in  all  countries,  raulc 
with  the  wealdiier  class  of  society,  and  selfishness  will  in-, 
variably  have  its  bias.  Let  us  first  consider  the  privste 
circumstances  of  our  legislative  councillors  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada. Say  that  one  holds  1IX>,000  acres  of  land;  anothec 
aOfiOO;  a  third  60,000;  a  fourth  40^000 ;  .and  thp  mnaiB- 
ing  five  so  much  as  to  bring  the  average  of  each  councUIot's 
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Imded  esUte  to  20,000  acres.  Thia  beii)g  the  case,  wo 
cMinot  wonder  much  that  these  gentlemen  have  hitherto 
stood  in  the  way  of  fairiy  taxing  wild  lands.  Now,  further^ 
among  yourselves,  most  honourable  representatives  of  the 
people  of  Upper  Canada,  we  shall  say  that  there  is  one' 
who- possesses  50,000  acres  of  land;  another  S5,000;  a. 
third  1£,000;  and  the  rest  of  you  such  extent,  as  to  make' 
out,  on  the  whole,  an  average  possessioa  of  5,000  acres  of 
land,  which  possession,  though  it  will  not  operate  so  power' ' 
fiilly  as  a  selfish  bias  against  the  4ae  taxation  of  wild  land, 
as  the  greater  average  possession  of  legislative  councillors, 
will  still  make  you  tardy,  as  you  really  have  been;  it  will- 
s' make  you  in  soiAa  degrae  not  ao  frank  as  in  duty  yotf* 
ought  (o  be,  for  promoting  the  interests  of  your  constituents, 
who  on  an  average  do  not  possess  above  400  acres  of  land,' 
of  which  a  fifth  part  is  under  tillage;  while  out  of  your 
5,000  acres,  not  more  then  a  fiSth  ia  cultivated,  nor,  out  of 
die  average  possession  of  legislative  conncillors,  not  a  50th.' 
Being  myself  a  holder  of  btile  more  than  40O  acres  of  laod, 
I,  of  course,  sympathize  moat  purely  with  my  brotbeKfar-: 
roers;  but.  Gentlemen,  were  I  a  holder  of  40,000  acres  of 
land,  such  is  my  assurance  that  the  principle  of  taxation  now. 
proposed  by  me,  would  be  infinitely  for  the  advantege  of  all, 
that  I  would  push  the  adoption  of  it  with  so  much  the 
greater  zeal.  Land  in  America  is  the  very  lubber-fiend 
>riiich  checks  its  own  improvement.  Could  nine-tenths  of  it  be 
sunk  in  the  sea,  and  afterwards  emerge  by  tentlis,  gradually, 
as  it  became  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Wants  of  mankind, 
there  wonid  be  infinite  gun  in  every  way.  The  people  of 
the  States  are  wasting  their  strength  by  spreading  too  rapidly 
over  their  wide  domains :  nor  is  the  dropsical  condiuon  of 
that  country  likely  to  have  a  speedy  cure.  Here,  in  Canada, 
circumscribed  by  narrower  bounds,  the  disease  may  be  easier- 
checked,  and  the  fullest  advantage  obtained  from  compact 
settlapient. 

fiefora  proceeding  to  cwisider  the  tue  and  effect  to  be. 
bb 
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auHle  snd  fntiaad  by  condoHipg  ^  uaw  into  one  iqiaa' 
limdy  let  n«  sweep  down  th«  reimiiiing  lumber  of  tbe  old 
sjritcm.  Tbwe  are  all  tbe  tnuhy  d>tie«  upon  inportatiam 
frooi  the  United  States,  which  should  fail  by  dw  lump,  Mt 
aceptn^  that  upon  uh,  iinposed  by  the  wMdom  of 
jonr  very  last  seuion.  To  go  to  the  cheapest  marfca^ 
wherever  it  ma;  be,  is  economy  i  to  puBiih  oursehes,  that 
Othws  BBBjr  suffer,  )«  wretched  policy  :  to  give  scape  to  fiwa 
tend*  is  BobU:  to  lM^;g«r  custom-faodiea  is  delightful  {  and, 
loojupg  to  qwral  isiproiwnent,  th^re  is  mote  h»pe  in  dw 
end  of  smuf^Uag  Uiaqio  the  b^^ning  of  pif  afibiog.  Tbe 
(M  Upon  whilkey  stills  is  mareiy  a  preffinoi  apon  rum,  a  !«*• 
wbolesonne  beveragci,  aad  a  dnwback  ^m  the  protttitf  4w 
CaoMdiati  famv,  in  &v<wr  of  the  West  Indi*  pUat?r.  To 
ttti  billiard  tables,  which  m^^t  give  exercise  io  bad  weather 
to  i(Ue  gentlemen,  and  perhaps  draw  tbent  off  fton  dnnkiof 
"  Oat  boUle  uMuw,"  is  a  fo^ish  conceit^  ampeciaUjf  vibm 
Jaea  may  be  rattled  at  will,  and  a  dirty  paek  of  cards  nakes 
part  of  the  funutwe  of  enery  ooWer'a  stod.  Lastly,  aed 
here  I  shaH  have  opposition  from  every  bancfa  of  worahipftd 
in^iatrates,  then  afaosld  not  eran  be  *  t»  apon  tavewn* 
All — aU  ^MNrid  be  hee  of  taxatJoB  but  land.  To  tas  tMsms 
as  a  palHatin  agaisst  debauchery  is  deluBve  :  to  tax  dicm  in 
order  to  make  advaatage  of  travellers  is  uageneniHs  and  nm 
vtJM :  to  tax  them  al  Ae  disereCion  of  m^pstratea,  is  pneg 
SB  inlet  to  hvonritiam  and  arbibwy  power;  to  tax  diea 
qierely  sa  a  sowce  of  reraiiie,  is  altogether  wweEessary. 
Qff-~aff,  widi  aU  taxes  but  eae  upen  land;  and  ^leo,  ibe 
heavier  that  ii  msde  by  lavge  avd  judicioui  expenditBra  on 
public  works,  so  much  the  better :— then,  indeed,  Canada 
shall  flonmh. 

Let  us  like  it  for  granted  Aat  the  proviaee  eontan*  eae 
hundred  totmd^M  of  60^00  aores  etch,  on  an  svcsag^  ea>- 
luedatflOs.  pec  acre,  thus  givhg  •  tot^  vahie  of  jgfi^OqOyOME 
<Hie  per  cent,  on  nhicb,  viz.  £30,000,  we  sh^  aivtioe  as 
the  fiest  required  annual  revenue.     Hqw  siaip^  saa)  bir 
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IrtCoaies  die  buriMM  nf  VMiiig  be  fi^f  '^t^  hi  hrttatt. 
A*  MtimftU  U  Itiade  diK  of  *hat  it  rtijtitred ;  snd  ti^tlte^er 
it  ta,  double,  trAle,  x  Inlf,  i  fboMfa,  or  A  iiitetttA,  lAOtt  «» 
Ims,  bectnnei  die  sole  con^enttfML  Out  of  ihu  Mij|bply  t 
ibouM  pM>tKts6  to  dirfnlr  «*^y  pablic  eltergfe  whKMMt !  lliA 
einrges  of  ttii  ciVil  liat-'-of  tta^ng  «iid  ■'epiiring  rrMtd^^ 
UittlBi  ftc.  Ai  to  raids,  Aej  •hdald  nak  tifiti«r  thM 
deieii^tioDa.  ProVittiiial,  bdD|;  (faoie  great  lMdiftj|  ratU 
Which  connect  t<^ettter  the  retnetHt  t>oints,  and  wbidl 
ibonld  draw  from  the  public  fuhd  an  absollitc  sufficlfchc/ 
for  Aeirbeibgnikde  and  kept  perfect.  Secondly,  duQricti'dAdll^ 
being  thoae  eonnecting  leas  distant  points,  and  'titi.tA  «b6ithl 
bive  suppMt  propMtioMlte  to  tbe  uSeised  irIllUe  of  Ui« 
iiltricta  throngb  wkith  Aty  pau ;  And  laHly,  towltsbif  totd^^ 
Whieb  ihAukl  bave  fteir  ^portion  affofded  ab  tbe  nmi 
principle; 

It  oi^  tA  be  alMwed^  it  all  hands,  <Aat  good  fUdi  aK 
«f  tbi6  first  ctoAe^utmee  in  ft^  ia^^MHlit  of  kt^  eoMl* 
tl^ ;  hmI  it  b  data- that  if  a  &k  firto^t'Id  ia  oBoft  ait6d  sjpidll 
ftt  Ae  «akklg  and  Su^ptiH  <rf  SMs^  d»  bUII  la  tfttcM 
taMutt  to  such  Adds  nuiy  be  m  oaes  Mentleaa  and  jtMt ;  fitt; 
ilM  g#eaiei-  tbe  tJi^DAtute,  dte  gftsUtf^  ccrttdulyi  nlll  W 
^  gain.  But,  Oemleaieti>  I  new  pfoeeed  to  tfte  gHiwl 
;ptM'9iM«a  «im4  taxitieii^  OH  Hm  proposed  pliH^  #bea  dlM 
Mtopled*  aod  imt  M  itpkited  atjfwn,  dity  Mdt>ffi9llsbu^ 
tteab  iu  apt^tea^M  ta  ike  imfH^veuMt  of  tbd  9t  Law* 
nUtaOitipdaaii;  aiad  its  belUg  oiadij  a.bdhd  of  MRUXlM 
between  CtuiaAL  and  EiaglUid->^  bdnd  by  Width  B6tt 
CtWlifiiei  mdy  Utejl  infittiUr  *dflllffag«.  Let  ««  fitst,  htW* 
CMi^  rid  %Bdf  of  a  UtUt!  latttrt  c^ttteuttrt,  by  brt^^URjt 

Wtr^  ac  tbe  pitW  nM^lidM  0f  ycUtf  lait  MttioK,  td 
tK>ly  t»  Hiir  Royld  l^mM  t&S  {^6fi  fiegOif  «»  i> 
itUndHnJ  UhUttUii  derar  (tf  faiaft  to  be  bitmWiia  to  a  dMH* 
«tHfe«  fi»  tteentbl^  Ois  gtiWt  tfWlc  otit  of  die  siOW  tiMMi^; 
O^beltttuf  *bM«tit  WaiOHot  Htdb  a  qUttlSty of  Jfttit ' 
tettllt,  at  tbidje*  are  flow  tafiKlged?  tHiif,  p«Mpi  At  dtOtK 
bb  « 
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as,  sdded  to  the  pilUnce  (£S,000)  voted  out  of  the.tases  ^f 
the  province  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  survey,  mig^ 
complete  that  object  respectably  with  p Urns  and  estimates^ 
Very  truly,  my  dodhopping  brothers — most  august  legislators,' 
l^am  ashamed  of  you :  so  do  be  so  good  as  wipe  off  this 
'  ponsensical  concern  along  with  the  ga|^g  act,  that  wa 
may  all  be- frieoda  again;  and,  in  the  issue,  recover  some 
little  clium  to  the  possession  of  common  sense.  You  can* 
not  think  how  anxious  I  am  to  get  home  to  Bngland;  wtd 
report  you  all' in  a  sane  state  of  mind,  after,  the  damnable 
alarm  you  have  given  to  John  Bull. — Wel^  hoping  the  best, 
let  us  proceed.  ■;  .  .    ,; 

..  Gentlemen,  the  St.  Lawrence  navigation  should  be  looked 
to  as  a  great  oatipnal  object;  this  province  affiurding  security 
fbi  the  repayment  of  all  charges,  and  Bri^n  proiuotii^ 
die  work  with  a  loan  of  money,  and  the  supply  of  band^ 
Was  die  a&ir  properly  represented  to  th«,-  impfxjf^  pw- 
liament,  there  would  neither  be  difficulty  nor  .dejay  inj.dut 
lucomplishojent.  ;  Permit  me  to  give  you,>  slight  :sketch 
of  ways  and  means,  for  the  take  of  illustration.  .  Nofr 
that  there  is  peaCOi  Britain  could  spare  out  of  her  pt^ju- 
ladon^  annually,  100,000  souls  with  advantage;  but  they 
who  would  willingly  eojigrat?,  have  not  the  means  of  trans- 
port. My.  very  first  fancy  towards  Upper  Oandda,  burned 
forth  from  a  desire  to  e&ot  the  vast  object  of  finding  a  vest 
for  these  poor  pe6|^e,  with  whose  circumstance;  I. have 
been  peculiarly  wdl  acijuainted  for  near. tvrenty  years.;  but, 
iere.  I  am,  for  my  zeal  in  the  cause.  Under  the  wing  of 
ftgaXlhy  farmers^  many  thousands  of  them  mi^t  before  now 
bays  been  comfortably  lodged  in  ilie  province,  bad  all  gone 
w«llj  .«[ul  by.  next  .summer  ma^y. thqtuands ma;  still  be 
atwtorLon  the.gL^iawrence  navigation.  I  have  taken- iho 
pfes^t.  yalne  of  the  settled  part,  of  the  province  to  be 
GfiOOfiOOh  Suppose  a  navigation  for  vessels  of  800  tons 
50uld.be  opened  from  Montrealto  Lake  Ontario,  in  lb« 
course  of  five  years  from  the  present  time,  and  that  during 
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the  same  time  there  was  an  influx  of  iOfiCX)  soob  annually 
into  the  province,  pray;  may  we  notfair);  calculate  (hat 
from  6,000,000/.  value,  the  territory  •eltled  by  the  end  of 
that  period,  would  be  fully  worth  three  Umes.as  much; 
and  that  aU  expenditure  of  2,000,000/.  might  very  easily  be 
repaid  out  of  the  taxation  of  the  province  before  the  eiid  of 
ten  yean  i 

Let  ua  eihibit  a  jotting  of  bow  things  might  go  on; 
5,000  able-bodied  men  could  be  transported  from  Britain, 
nt  the  rate  of  10/.  each*,  and  be  at  work  on  the  canal  by 
the  lit  of  June,  1820         -  -        -        -     £  50,000 

Transport  of  10>000  women  and  children,  sup-   . 

posed  to  accompany  the  men  ...      50^000 

Pay  of  A,000  men   at  work,  from  Ist  June,  till 
'    lat  Decemher,18S0 — isix  months  -  -     10(^000 

DittOf'till-  Ist  April,  1821,  four  months  •  -  30,000 
Ditto,  till  lat  December,  1821,  nght  months  -  130,000 
Transport  of  5,000  men,  with  10,000  women  and 

■   children,  18«1 100,000 

Pny  of  these  second  year's  men,  from  Ist  June,  till  > 

1st  December,  1821 100,000 

Intereet  and  contingencies         •    -     -         -        -      40,000 


eoo,ooo 

At  this  period  dischai^  the  £rst  year's  men,  who  i 

.  refund  their  transport,  and  have  in  pocket  10/. 
:   per  man         -         .         -         -         -         -         -    100,000 


Total  expenditure  up  to  1st  December,  18S1       -     500,000 


'.  *  By  personal  inquiries  made  at  the  ports  of  Glasgow,  Leith, 
andAberdesn,  ^ring,  1830, 1  found  J^.  was  the  common  charge 
for  a  man.  On  contract,  and  after  a  grand  syston  of  emigration: 
was  set  on  foot,  the  charge  would  be  greatly  lowered. 
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Bmnglrt  foTW«f4         ,  ,  .        .        .     iOOfiOO 

flay  of  Mfiood  jmt*»  men,  from  lat  PecMnbcr, 

ISftl,  till  1st  April,  )8S«  ....  SOyOOO 
Ditto,  tiH  Irt  Owcembcr,  18S8,  eight  mandu  -  130,000 
Tr^Mpoit  of  tkird  jmr**  nen,  onth  wamn  ind 


.     10(V)00 
Pay  of  diese  men  from  M  June,  till  lat  December, 

18^9,  UK  mon4«  «  -        ^        -         •     100,000 


800,000 


Daduct,  refunded  by  tbesBomid  yMr'a  aeti}  now 
duchai^  ......     1001,000 


Tatfl  •xpenditure  up  to  lit  DMembw,  IS^       -.    800,000 

It  would  flem  ■«  purpose,  t«  go  iutlwi  vitk  avoh  a 
■ketch.  Mjr  acsiUHg  it  alieidycltaB;  snd^tfae  praeticiU« 
Kty  of  die  proceeding  a  obnoui.  I  iuppow  the  men  to 
contnct  at  home  oalj  for  the  kba«r  of  tw»  seMOtu ;  mkI 
ih^  uc  above  repreaented  as  en^Ij  ^it  •!  ibe  woA  at 
lb»  aW  of  die  Mcond  aeason.  One  half  bowenr  maj  ba 
■appoaed  to  return,  and  make  engagementa  for  laboor,  the 
Mti^  as  even  fourth  Bummer,  bo  as  to  give  any  reqaired 
acceleration  to  the  bHsineBsi  To  empl^  At  luaila  dwing 
die  four  moatbt  of  t^eir  first  wmter,  would  ratpiire  m  Ikde 
anaDgemeHt;  but  with  this,  jobs  sufficient  could  be  found 
wbilfl  BO  great  an  undertaking  was  on  foot.  It  will  be  ob- 
served, that  there  arc  tterer  tnoR  tbaii  5,000  eama  t»  ba 
thus  provided  forj  and  being  free  by  the  commencement 
of  the  sacond  wintai^  with  a  lufficiency  of  cash,  for  preaeot 
wants,  they  mig'bt  either  spread  themBelvei  over  the  country, 
in  the  aat^WM.  of  odwi,  or  thejr  mqifat  Hebt  a  hcgJBiui^ 
io,  cieanog  hod  fot  dienwelws.  By  tJva  tme>  ant  oily 
raoowjJad  to  tW  novekji  of  their  skiUtMii^  bat  praOy  wdl 
(■formed  as  to  die  vaciovs.  modes  «f»lWigeH«Blv  ■■»*  taa^t 
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to  hUiUe  ihfs  »fx,  tfaej  would  be  free  of  oil  t)i»t  gloom 
and  MrltWardoeH,  wbich  is«o  heul-bttaluDg  to  old  county 
floople,  when  they  fame  to  go  dirocdj  into  Um  woodi  tSier 
Aeit  first  trrlval  in  dUB  covntr;. 

Geirtltmefi,  coidd  I  be  antuNid  thit  tfaers  in»  to  be  a 
speedy  end  to  aO  iDibend  mad  trifUeg  proceeding!,  bow  jof- 
Miy  shcmld  I  contiatie  to  write  en  this  gtorioiu  dienw, 

ROBERT  OOURLAY. 


Id  tbe  »»me  Newspaper,  there  appeared  a  report 
of  proceedings  ia  the  BritUb  ParliameBt,  re- 
specting distresses  in  Ireland.  I  shall  here  copy  in 
I^t  of  this  alluded  to  in  my  next  week's  commui- 
n  lotion. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Ttiesde^,  April  6,  1819. 
Sir  John  Newport  rOK,  tocaH  the  attention  of  the  Hous*  . 
•o  dm  sWtB  9t  diwKge  in  Irehnd,  and  to  move  far  the  revival 
«f  (be  Committed  of  Uat  Seasion,  wiA  &view  to  make  further 
jfiquiries  upon  thn  HbjecL  II  w^d  be  recollected,  that  in 
coaoeqUsMe  of  tbe  Report  of  the  CoauKttee  of  last  Sewioo, 
a  tegiriative  meaiurewaa  adopted]  andooeof  the  ob^eeti  of 
1^  pK^KMed  Connnittee  would  be,  to  inquire  into  tbe  eficet 
md  <^»enitkiii  of  that  meawre,  whether  it  bad  served,  and  in 
^rtiat  d^ac^  to  natigaCe  tbediseaae  whkfa  had  ao  loi^  afflicted 
Ivdaud.  Tbst  Ae  mtaMie  alluded  to  had  done  good,  be  wai 
ready  «iid  happy  to  adiak ;  bat,  uafottBuate^,  the  ravages  of 
diaeaie >tiU coatinucd.  luragewasindredaucfa^intfaedi^ct 
with'wbidihe  wasaiore  particularly  coaueeted,  that,  within  tiM 
last  twelve  moadis,  no  less  tban  3,600  patients  wen  admitted 
toto-  the  fliver  hospitals  of  that  distriipt.  But  the  want  and 
niscry  whicli  pravailed  among  ^  poor,  and  wliich  promoted 
tbe  violence  «f  dm  toterywaarcal^  siKk^tbstdieunfertlinMt* 
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aufferen  «ere  better  off,  ev«a  in  the  bpspiuls,  dut)  else' 
where ;  for  out  of  dows  tfaey  were  coudepioe^  to  endure  tbe 
aggravated  dUtresB  which  loo  often  drove  them.back  again,  to 
seek  relief,  in  the  hospitals,  fropi  that  disease  which  distress main- 
ly  engendered.  Of  the  spread  and  violence  of  thut  disease,  the 
House  might  judge  from  this  fact,  that  in  the  counties  of 
Dublin,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford,  no  less  ±an  4S,000 
parents  had  beea  admitted  into  the  fever  hospitals,  within  a 
period  of  fifteen  months.  After  stating  this  melancholy  fact« 
be  hoped  the  House  would  not  think  he  asked  too  mucb,  in 
calling  forihe  appointment  of  a  Committee,  to  conuder  the 
means  of  providing  some  remedy  or  mitigation  for  aucb  an 
alarming  evil.  If  the  House  should  agree  with  him,  in  think- 
i|ig  that  this  Commiitee  should  be  appo^ted,  it  was  his  iotea< 
tiou  to  move  an  instjuction  for  that  Committee  to  inquire,  not 
only  as  to  the  state  of  disease  in  Ireland,  and  the  means  best 
calculated  for  its  removal  or  mitigation,  but  as  to  the  stale  of 
the  labouring  poor,  and  the  means  of  enabliifg  individuals  to 
provide  employment  for  them.  Upon  this  last  point,  he 
hoped  the  Committee  would  exercise  the  most  diligent  inres- 
tigation.  Itwas  not  bis  .otject  to  propose  that  tbe  people 
-should  look  for  the  means  of  employment  from  tbe  public 
purse,  but  that  private  individuals,  or  associations  of  indifi- 
duals,  should  not  have  any  obstacles  in  iJtfic  wajc,  towards 
providing  employment  for  tbe  labourwg  class.  He  tnuted 
the  House  would  i^l  that,  where  such  dastacles  existed,  they 
should  be  immediately  removed,  and  that  wbBtDver..couid.be 
effected  by  general  regulation,  towards  ^cilitat^  the  em- 
ployment of  the  poor,  ouglit  to  he  promptly  adopted.  .  Jtwas 
known  that,  according  to  tbe  opinion  of  the  Commissimera 
for  surveying  bogs  and  marshes  of  Ireland,  there  were  no  less 
tlun  2,083,000  acres,  which  might  be  GQUV£rled,to  purposes 
of  agriculture.  One  million  of  these  acres  bad. indeed  been 
already  surveyed,  levelled,  and  reported  upon  by  the  Com- 
missioners. -  What  scope,  then,  did  such  an  extent  of  hmd 
a&rd  for  theemployatent  of  tbe  laboudng  poor  t    But  the 
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fiict  was,  that  this  property  was  so  iRtermixed,  and  belonging 
to  such  a  Dumber  of  personsj  that  it  was  found  impracticable 
to  render  it  so  available  as  could  be  wished.  To  provide  a 
remedy,  then,  for  this  deficiency,  and  to  enable  individuals,  or 
associations  of  individuals,  to  furnish  employment  to  the 
poor,  was  one  of  the  great  objects  to  which  it  was  proposed 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  who  would  naturally 
be  led,  in  the  progress  of  their  inquiry,  into  a  consideration  of 
the  meftns  by  which  the  labour  of  the  Commissioners,  to 
whom  he  had  alluded,  might  be  rendered  most  productive  to 
the  country.  As  hr  as  the  census  now  in  progress  had  pro- 
ceeded, it  was  found  that  out  of  a  population  of  3,840,000, 
in  certain  districts  in  Ireland,  the  proportion  employed  in 
agriculture,  compared  to  that  engaged  in  manufactures  and 
mechanical  professions,  was  as  488,000  to  164,000.  -  Such 
a  companeOD,  then,  clearly  demonstrated  the  necessity  of 
providing  every  possible  employment  for  the  labourers  in 
agriculture,  especially  as  it  was  found,  tiiat  without  such  em- 
ployment, die  tabotirii^  poor  must  be  destitute  of  the  cofn^ 
Dion  means  of  stipport.  Without  additional  employ- 
ment, indeed,  a  great  mass  of  the  labouring  poor  must  be 
reduced  to  absolute  beggary.  There  was  no  district  in 
Ireland  in  which  the  papulation,  employed  tn  agriculture, 
M-ere  not  considerably  more  than  those  engaged  as  manulac- 
turers  and  handicraftsmen.  This  was  the  case  even  in  the 
principal  mnnufecturing  counties  of  Antrim,  Down,  Armagh, 
and  Derry,  where  the  proportion  of  agriculturists  to  manu- 
facturers and  handicraftsmen,  was  as  288  to  83.  Hence, 
then,  it  was  obvious  that  nothing  «hould  be  left  undone  which 
promised,  in  any  degree,  to  augmmt  the  means  of  employ 
ment  for  the  labourers  in  agriculture;  and  hence  he  was  in- 
duced to  think  the  point  to  which  he  had  adverted,  as  of  vital 
imp(»1aace  to  the  interests  of  Ireland.  Therefore  he  hoped 
and  trusted  it  would  engage  the  most  serious  consideration  of 
the  proposed  Committee.  . 
-   The  Motion  b«ng  reiK)  by  the  Speaker, 
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Ml.  C  Grant  row  to  Koeiui  Ui»  motioa,  wkieb  ke  did«  he 
dflchwd,  with  pwular  wtitfiatioa.  HekaaantodUial,  npva 
lix  imtuaen  of  Nieb  id  imfiortiDt  sulgact,  tbe  Hwm  diouJct 
tappvii  to  be  »o  dop,  bflcuue  ha  wiibe4  that  ttw  pooyU  ef  If«- 
ImvI  •hodld  be  infreued  with  ■  bi^  opiaian  of  tbm  iotenat 
Wfakb  FaibuQSDt  fait  in  th«r  caacnw,  aai  also  dwt  the  pco- 
p)s  «f  Evuhnd  clwnild  be  fully  apymad  wf  Ibe  n^Ecnoga  whisk 
Aair  lnibfhttow''Sul^ctt  bad  undefgone  for  s«Bia  yeari  bick ; 
(Qoafima  what  htd  been  laid  b?  Sir  J.  Ktnapoft,  as  to  the 
•everity  ^ntfltriflgBt  thoii^  tkey  ware  diaaniahiiHT  k«<  bid 
»M  ao  advocate  for  *b«  auHioo,.  tie]  la  the  taaboehoij 
ygBwiwca  of  dia«aa«,  is  tht  yean  1 816  and  ISlTfOOtorioiul; 
liwiag  to  tkc  8«arsity  which  afflicted  Iidwd  wilhiB  that  pa- 
ntif  th«  poor  avAred  eapeciaUy  frosi  want  of  food  and  foal : 
1b/ty  were  iidMd  ao  imd»  dictraBaed  tot  food,  that  nwaben 
Vece  aJMKiiwtely  oUiged  to  faad  span  auch  aiculeiit  plant*  aa 
Ikej  co«ld  flnd|  rack  aa  poUtoa  topa,  tufaip  topi,  ud  fA- 
hayM.  Ilie  d^Nision  of  ipirits  and  dcbilttjr  of  body  which 
sMWt  ba  ike  ooweq^ueocey  natimUf  estendsd  the  rara^^  of 
tba  fmer ;  bat  nambera  o{  tbe  po<K  ware  the  victimi  of  thoac 
Vfry  MuaUa  ^wlitiai  wtucb  so  partisukri;  cbsiKtaiiaed 
their  cowtrjK-tbat  faAtfilality  which  alwaya  opened  thair 
diMf  a  to  diatnu^  and  that  afiactioB  for  Ihe  daad,  which  dil- 
tingwiriwa  tbem  ia  a  peci^av  deffe««  •med  to  ipiead  the 
««f)t(ipH>«  I9  cspoiing  tbe  poor  to  Uawfluenco.  But  it  was 
fi*  ho  hoped  that  »em«  ndvairtagffa  w«idd  ba  found  to  remit 
harcaftev,  femat  lb*  e«perioacc  mtiitk  the  lower  Iriih  had, 
dN«H|^thiKt»ehKi<dMily  period — that  Aej  would  ho  again  nMR 
pwyvod  m-  guflKl  agMMt  the  estenaiaa  of  auch  calMnil;^ 
ibat  tb^  wnM  taJra  the  proeaMtioB  of  being  looie  cloHily  in 
their  <jU>MCatio  habits — of  flusigaibng  tb^  Imuisu^  of  i^a- 
nmt  tho  bealthy  frMa  the  sick,  of  chanj^  thw  baddiag 
«wi  tk«r  «li»lh«i..  Intboao respect* they  hadbeen  hcretofon 
hmmtriJtf  negligent,  aod  faeace  tbe  goaeral  suCsrag  had 
been  more  severe.  The  sufferings  of  the  poor  had,,  ndeed^ 
been  most  aevere,  wad  aodung  cotih^  paihBpSy  k»  >*oEe  ad- 
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iMfpb)«  A«B  tba  pi^oKA  witb  irtiick  tb«y  Mi6Mtd-*(Hc«y 
lMu,h«v!>'*-4«,»lthi>ugh  pUced  in  wnk  4  iMaofdeiya* 
jMa  distress,  st,  RCoaiAqg  to«^«tbwt»ruuiw  hiacMnavnlli 
«pon  similar  mutiy  in  ■ncioat  Allwia,  i«igti4  be  wppoK4  to 
uha  Hm  monk  of  »en,  or  nadtr  than  indifiiut  k>  tha 
obligituw  of  law,  or  to  tk«  di«li«cUa«s  of  right  wtA  v/ivnf, 
the  irfak  poor  was*  pMsaaUe  and  enMr-  Tbtl  nwltPrMus 
people  were,  iadccd,  matt,  wiiyasiriy  rangiwd  to  lint  blm, 
mtoArhfxmnr,  «M  that  won  (i(4i  asd  bsMvslfnt  wi^tt* 
Biotigato  hy  aJl  U»  nfM»  in  thaif  power..  Netbisg  «ai|  in 
tt-ift,  left  undfflvttiul  coidd  s«rv«  (o  r«liev«(bBlraM,  or  ntitigata 
disease ;  and  the  afflicted  were  unUMWidad  io  the  aonlial  aft* 
pmaion  oE  gnlatniiB.  to  tlwir  JcJwd  baoeActMi,  TbMe  baae< 
&alan  oomprcbesidMl  air«y  clwil  of  peisoa»  in  tk  cotuilry^ 
Om  ippdsn  direded-aU.  TM  Clergy,  of  all  perBiiasiQB% 
took  the  kad  ia  Ihatwarii  of  cbarilj,  whicii  tfeejc  a*,  ditigantly 
praacbaA— (instanoM  of  btaavqleitgci  noticed.)  Aa  to  ^ 
plans  of  relief  for  the  poorj  proposed  b;  the  lUght  Ham 
Ssr«M^  Ik  waA  ^«1  <o.  6nd  n«ttii«e  t«  coHntewaga  rii«  )i^ 
tka«  pKj  UgialakTe  nciMwe  wm  contempIaitQd  19  dwt  Houa* 
for  txltMling  to  InUnd  that  sjatwu  of  Poor  Iawo^  tlM  prt«4 
■mof«biab«aa«ais'B*'*%f  aaloMMlbi  wd  «>JHsU]lCM»> 
plained  of  in  this  country-«<Hear !)— He  spehe  ibw  «aapti«n 
litally), barawa  aagltai ide»  ma  h^ifarth  by  iq«m  iqdtn- 
imak,  who  bad,  of  ciwr*^  bat  tiayaifwtly  «9a#id«n4  lb« 
aaliljeck  Am  to  any  k(iila|iH«  iotatpaMtimw  kK  rrr-if'T^ 
aftoywaot  fim  lb»  Mmmki^^  poar,  be  oovH  W)y  !>a  fiwawi 
aU«  to  ancb  inaauptK  m  MBnred-  to  Karwvff  wqt  vbilaolfa  w 
ibat  anidojtincttt.  If ibaH<Hi.  BMoaH hi4 that renowl  onip 
iuYiaa^^if  it  qcoa  hia  obfM*  merel?  to<fiwiliUte  tbeiapplin 
cation  of  capital  throogh  the  operatioo,  ba<iibi»wl<)t.cN(ootHq«^ 
b«aM^>t««a-qpen(t«w4th  hMD.  HV  JUgbf  Hoa,  G«nt1e- 
man,  after  apolt^izing  for  bav ing  so  long  ""Tpini  the  ah 
tention  of  the  House,  sat  dowir  amidst  loud  and  universal 
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which  he  be^cd  to  call  ptrlicutar  aUention,  as  one  apon 
which  much  real  good  might  be  done  for  Irelaod :  be  meant 
tfaatof  abaentees.  If  some  measures  were  adopted  by  which, 
at  least,  some  part  of  the  sums  which  absentee  landlords  drew 
from  their  tenants  were  spent  upon  their  estates,  it  .would 
afford  employment  and  food  to  a  great  majority  of  poor. 

-  Sir  John  Stuart  rejoiced  that  tfae  iBterests  of  Inland  were 
committed  to  an  individual  at  once  so  able  and  so  well 
informed.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  fever  originated  in 
general  impoverishment,  from  die  want  of  food,  raiment,  and 
fiiel,  in  the  hard  winters.  The  great  evil  was,  in  his  view,  a 
superabundant  population. 

-  Mr,  Blake  observed,  that  the  disease  was  produced  by  dU- 
tressy  and  the  distress  arose  from  the  want  of  work.  Goven>. 
Bient  would,  therefore,  do  well  to  afford  every  encown^moit 
Ip  the  improvement  of  estates  in  Ireland,  by  extewliiig  the 
grant  from  the  consolidated  fiiad,  applicable .  to  that  pur* 
poae.  .■>.■. 
, '  Mr.  Aldeman  Wood  said  he  found,  in  his  visita  to  Ireland, 
Uiat  the  great  cause  of  its  distress  consisted  in  want  of  capitdL 
He  had  himself,  in  the  course  of  last  sesiion,  introduced  a 
Bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  encouri^  the  introductiou 
of  English  capital  into  that  country.  .  ■•.■■■■'] 
■  Sir  tToAni^ns/torl  replied  brie%,  and  ei[H«sMd  a  hope  that 
the  stamp  duties  on  advertisements  for  charitable  purpose* 
mi^t  be  taken  off,  as  they  operated  materially  to  reduce  .the 
amount  of  collections.  In  his  own  city  ( WaMiford)tfae  chains 
forprintiDg  and  stationary  amounted  to  £84,  out  of  which  £G0 
went  for  advertisements  alone.  He  concluded  with  a  com- 
pliment to  the  Society  of  Friends,  for  their  charitable  ei- 
ertions  in  the  cause.    -  ' 

The  Motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  a  Committee  appoint- 
ed accordingly. 

By  a  geDtlemaa  who  left  York  yesterday  morn- 
ing,  we:(the  Editor  of  the  Niagara  Spectator)  have 
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been  politely  fiiToured  with  a  inaniiscript  copy  (rf 

his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  speech, 
at  the  opening  'of  the  Provincial  Parliament,  which 
jneton  Monday,  the  7th  instant. 

Honourable  Gentltmai  of, the  Legiilative  Council,  imi 

Gtntltmenofthe  HtnaeofAtsertAltf, 

Many  considerations  having  determined  me  to  call  you  to- 
gether before  the  close  of  the  year^  1  decided  on  the  present 
season  as  probably  more  convenient  to  yon  than  a  later 
period. 

Since  you  were  last  asBembled  in  thtt  place,  Hltle  alteration 
appears  to  have  taken  place  in  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  in- 
diaporition.  ... 

Id  tlivt  intcnraV,  bis  august  coaspr^  the  Qaeen  of  ihe 
United  Kingdom,  baa  closed  a  long  life,  illustrious  for  the 
exemplary  discharge  of  every  public  and  private  duty. — 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Fnnce  Regent,  in  behalf  of  his 
Majesty,  has  authorized  the  Governors  of  both  Canada!  to 
bestow  lands  on  certain  of  the  provincial  navy  and  the.  militia, 
which  served  during  the  late  war.  Recent  purchases  from 
the  natives  have  been  so  far  effected,  as  will  enable  me  to  set 
apart  adequate  tracts  in  the  several  districts,  to  accommodate 
such  of  ^eir  respectiye  inhabitants,  as  are  within  the  tiniits  of 
the  Royal  instruction. 

I  DO  NOT  COltaiDKR  HTSBLF  JDITIFiED  IN  EXTEND- 
INO  THIS  MASK  OF  APPROBATION  TO  ANY  OP  TUB 
iNDIVIDDALa  WUO  COHPOBBD  THE  LATE  CoNVKNTION 
OF  DeLKGATEB,  the  proceedings  op  WHICH  WERE 
FBOPBBLT  THE  BUBJBCT  OP  YOUR  TEBY  SETBBB  ANI- 
MADVERSION. 

The  Royal  Assent  has  been  given  to  the  Bill  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  provincial  Bank,  but,  from  some  delay,  it  did 
not  arrive  In  time  for  promnlgation,  within  the  period  limited 
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ttjr  Uwi  tl^  fona  of  «e  siuctDHiit  wiU,  tbH-«fon>  be  dbmi" 
WHY,  to  render  it  aTiUable. 

At  tlie  terminatioB  of  tbe  last  swflion^  it  v^a  reconnuended 
;ou  to  bestow  your  attention  on  an  amendmeiit  of  the  ttoad 
Law;  at  present,  after  a  nearer  acquainlance  with  the  state 
of  the  country,  I  am  more  defply  impreated  with  the  import- 
woe  itt  tbAl  aKtyMl.  It  ta  ptanSai  to  olwerM,  bov  tferioui 
an  evil  the  qegleclAd  gtvnta,  of  an  Oatly  date,  ari  presenting 
to  the  actual  inhabitants  of  the  provinca.  The  exemption 
of  any  land,  belonginf  to  indiiidiuU,  from  the  operatioa  of 
the  AsBessmeot  Law,  is  found  to  be  detiimeatal :  a  new  ' 
Bill,  so  modified  as  lo  protect  the  land  fix)ni  sale  by  diatreas, 
tmtil  due  notice  can  be  given  lo  the  propri^ora,  will  receive 
hi»  Majesty's  Assent 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houte  ofAtiembljf, 

I  iball  direct  the  proper  o£Sc«ra  to  lay  before  you  Ike  pftb- 
lio  acOQunt  of  Recapt  and  £<peDdilure^  wilb  £>titnalM  of 
the  service  of  ibe  ensuing  yebr> 

Jiotmumbie  Gejithnea,  end  Oetalemea, 
■  The^owAof  the  {Mw^ein  po[latatiottwulWMltli,jtrt* 
tMes  a  reatomble  rapeelation,  that  the  neisutes  adbptnl  f0 
eacourage  it  will  receive  your  ftitlelt  support ;  *aA  I  OHUt 
suggest,  for  yoar  consideraUon,  the  expediency  of  ottwdil^ 
die  new  settlers,  unavoidably  situated  more  reAoW  fWM  HU 
gveet  \tke9  and  rivers,  an  easy  approach  to  market. 

Yonr  attention  will,  doubtless,  be  giveD  to  suA  ISWt  M  iH 
about  t«  espird,  ta  may  require  to  be  contitttied. 

Borne  parte  of  the  province,  aat  accessiUe  by  ha&,  it  U 
■ay  purpose  tti  visit,  during  the  present  sMson  fbr  iik*rig;atlttt, 
dtat  I  nwy  become  personally  acquainted  wttb  iftty  pnt  tsl 
the  p(^latien  eonraiitted  to  my  clire. 

York,  7th  Ju7ie,  1819. 


.  I  liere  beg  of  the  reader  to  pause  for  a  little^  and 
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nflecM:  on  the  words  printed  above  is  capitals.  It 
Una  these  words  which  were  alttided  to  in  this  Gene* 
ral  Introduction,  page  xi. ;  and  I  ask,  had  Sir  Bens 
grine  Maitland  the  right  to  use  them?  Had  he  the 
right  to  interpose  his  will  between  that  of  the 
Prince  and  some  of  bis  most  loyal  eubjects  ?  Was 
it  expedient?  Was  it  prudent?  Many  of  these 
iodividuala,  who  were  member*  of  the  Convention, 
ace  DOW  Members  of  the  CommoDB  House  of  Pav* 
'lianent.  By  and  by,  I  shall  lay  before  the  reader 
the  whole  record  of  the  Conrention,  which  brought 
down  upon  them  the  malediction  of  their  fellow- 
subjects,  representing  them  in  Parliament,  and  cut 
them  out  of  the  token  of  their  Sovereign's  favour, 
for  three  years'  faithful  service  in  war.  At  present, 
let  the  question  be  judged  of  from  what  is  here  dis- 
played. Hoping  that  the  Farliuneut  then  ia 
sesaioR  would  not  give  countenance  totheGDVn»> 
Dor's  purpose,  I  again  addressed  myself 


SPECTATOR,  JUNE  I7,  I8I9. 

TO   THE   PABI.IAMBNTART    HEFBEBBMTATtVBS    OF    THE 
PEOPLE  or  UPPER  CANADA. 

Niagara  Jail,  I4lh  June,  I819. 
Gentlemen, 
It  V99  a  remarkahle  coincideDCe  that  my  communication  of 
last  week,  seCtiog  forth  how  easy  it  would  be  for  the  redun- 
dsTit  populatioD  of  Britain  to  be.  transported  into  this  coun- 
try with  profit  to  thenuelves  mnd  the  nation,  should  be  ac- 
conjtvoied  with  a  repoit,  in  the  same  newspaper,  of  proceed- 
ings (Q  the  Imperui  .Parliament,  exhibiting  the  dreadful  con- 
dition of  the  Irish  poor  since  the  ternunation  of  th«  war, — 
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diseased  and  dying  by  thousands,  and  ttattng  tint ."  Hitkoat 
additional  employment  a  greet  mast  of  the  labouring  poor 
mutt  be  reduced  to  aba>lute  beggary." 

Gentlemen,  I.bave  again  and  again  iiirormed  the  public  of 
this  country,  that  my  opportunities  of  knowing  the  history 
and  condition  of  the  poQr  at  home  had  been  very  peculiar ; 
that  I  had  not  only  been  employed  by  government  to  make 
inquiries  on  this  subject ;  but  tor  many  years  had  made  it 
my  favourite  study.  I  have  over  and  again  given  assnrance 
diat  my  first  zeal  to  make  Canada  known  in  England,  arose 
from  a  conviction  that  it  could  be  made  a  [dace  of  refage 
for  millions  in  distress;  but,  alas  I  theroore  Ibave  n^ed  to 
great  and  rational  measures,  the  more  I  have  been  persecuted, 
and  abused  by  ignorant  and  narrow-minded  men ;  the  more 
I  have  been  held  back  from  getting  accomplished  the 
grandest  scheme  of  benevolence  that  can  possibly  be  con- 
ceived. 

I  ask  if  Britain  and  Ireland  can  spare  100,000  sonis  an- 
nually, and  be  better  of  the  discharge  i — if  such  a  multitude 
can  be  transported  annually  into  British  America,  not  only 
with  comfort  to  tUb  individuals  but  advantage  to  the  natioD, 
if  the  scheme  for  accomplishing  this  is  not  worthy  a  thought  i 
I  ask  you  if  by  such  a  scheme  the  value  of  this  provinca 
could  be  increased  ten  times  in  as  many  years,  and  be  made 
the  envy  of  the  world,  if  you,  as  representatives  of  the 
people  of  V  pper  Canada,  are  not  bound  to  take  steps  for  it« 
accomplishment ;  and,  I  shall  stake  my  existence  that  if  you 
shake  yourselves  clear  of  delusions,  and  send  home  a  com- 
missitm  to  gain  due  attention  to  the  business,  that  it  shall  be 
put  in  execution.  Many  of  you  put  oa  at  least  tht  outward 
garb  of  religion ;  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  gone  forth 
in  the  streets,  sounding  the  trumpet  offaith  before  him;  but  let 
us  have  liberal  proceedings  fur  a  testimony,  and  faith  shown  to 
us  by  works  that  are  charitable  :  let  us  be  done  with  "  ind^- 
nation,"  and  severe  "  auimad versions/'  which  never  can  be 
"  proper"  without  cause- 
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I  hivs  already  giron  irou  a  sketch  of  wliat  may  be  doner 
mth  l«M  tbut  a  miHion  of  money ;  the  cotOnVenceiuent  trf' a 
great  public  work,  which  would  cerloinly  pay  «dl  for  the 
diargs  of  execution,  and  the  introdactioa  of  4.5,000  setllsi'S' 
into  the  province  in  ifce  course  of  three  years.  I  <fna  pur- 
poieiy  uoderate  io  this  first  espose,  not  to  startle  reflection 
too  mncb  at  first ;  but  on  the  same  principle,  tvnce  tfais  num^ 
ber  of  peep4«  could  be  brought  over  in  a'  singfle  yeaf,  and 
twice  thfl  adnatage  gained. 

So  much  am  I  an  enemy  to  war,  that  I  would  wish  even 
it»  nante  blotted  ouc  from  memory,  were  it  not  to  illus- 
tiMa  wfaat  may  be  perforoMd  in  times  of  peace  by  tbe  skilt 
amd  ecti*ity  ot  mankind ;  and  never  did  the  conduct  of  any 
war  affori  sacb  excellent  data  f(n  reasomng  as  that  lately 
carried  on  by  England.  I  have  already  glanced  at  dte  pe- 
culiar ctrcPiirottBdces  of  £nghnd,  the  indux  of  foreign  wesUb, 
aa  well  as  tbe  Section  and  eflect  of  this  on  domestic  indu»' 
try.  I  hare  alievvn  tbabit  was  o^BSssary  to  draw  off  tt»  spi^re 
prodaae  of  actios  so  highly  srtimiihitcdy  under  these  cireum- 
alancea,  and  that  tliti  power  t4  tasatioa  being  abtolote',  en- 
aUed  tbe  minister  te  do  tfais,.aBd«a8te  such  prodnee  en  wsr. 
What  was  wasted  on  the  late  wars  from  dte  commencemAM 
in  HQS,  was  perhaps  double  the  amount  of  tbe  existing  na' 
tional'debt;  butletuns^tbatitwaiiooly  cngbt  humlred'mit- 
)lont>  and  stand  a  nave  d  at  tbe  power  of  production  !  After 
our  wonder  has  had  sufficient  rest,  let  us  ask  wfaat  would 
have  been  th&amouBl  ot  production  i^iosteaiitof  ttiKXwing 
away  this  vast  sum  on  war  ;  if,  ioatead  of  munt^iiiing  iml- 
liona  of  menj  for  the  s>le  purpose  of  murderii^  other  menj  it 
had  been  employed' in  cberisbing-tbe  aria  of  peace,  in  clearing 
away  the  woods'  of  America,  and.  gmning  more  and  mem 
food^to  sustain  moneiind'mareartimas  and  cultivators  ;,w4iai^ 
in  that  case,,  mighl  not  now  have  been-  wiMessed-f  Wb^j^ 
aalfaui^  mone.tbow  may  itill  be  wittieflseii  by  the  eird  o^  the 
next  tHWBty-fivs  yearv,  by  adopting  rational  plhnss  and 
0watfaig   excitement  t&  industry,     England  is  at.   powers 
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fill  now  OS  ever,  was  her  vast  luachiniery  agaiu  put  id  mo- 
tioa;  and  were  it  put  in  motion  for  peaceful  and  productive 
purposes  instead  of  war  and  waste,  bow  delightful  it  w<mi1<1 
be  t  There  is  notliiog  in  war  itself  inviting  to  the  mass  of  iu- 
dividuals  employed  in  it.  A  few  monsters,  perhaps,  liud  a 
pleasure  in  bloodshed  and  carnage,  but  these  ture  few  indeed : 
not  one,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  out  of  a  thousand.  The  sailore  of 
a  man-of-war  would  almost  invariably  prefer  the  merchant  ser- 
vice: the  soldiers  of  an  army  would  be  more  happy  at  the  looui 
or  tbe  plough,  than  loitering  about  in  tedious  idleness ;  while 
all  employed  in  furnishing  these  men  with  auimunitioDt 
clothing,  and  food,  would  be  equally  willing  to  supply  their 
wants,  were  they  engaged  in  peaceful  professions.  They  ali. 
look  to  the  immediate  raeans  of  living,  and  the  profits  of  their 
calling;  not  to  the  remote  object. 

Good  heavens  1  how  the  mind  sinks  down  in  sorrow  with- 
reQectioo  on  Ifae  pa&t,  and  how  it  might  bound  aloft,  could 
the  hope  of  futurity  be  brought  to  rest  on  the  decimusof 
wisdom.  To  the  millions  who  look  back  over  twenty 
years  of  war,  and  have  still  to  mourn  the  bloody  deaths  of 
their  nearest  friends,  what  poor  consolation  is  it  that  a  Bour- 
bon is  re-established  on  the  throne  of  France,  and  (hat  the  be- 
loved Ferdinand  holds  dominion  in  Spain  1  for  this  is  the 
amount — this  is  the  gain  to  Europeans  :-~-a  gain,  which  the 
accident  of  a  moment  may  wipe  out,  and  perhaps,  happily, 
for  ever. 

Bnt  if  there  is  such  a  thing  as  necessary  war,  and  such 
there  was  to  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada,  what  a 
glorious  aim  is  it  to  endeavour  to  remove,  hr  the  future, 
ev«y  chance  of  such  necessity.  This  blessed  end,  Gentle- 
men, could  be  accomplished  by  a  little  exertion  on  your 
parts;  for  who  would  dare  to  invade  Canada,  were  it  com- 
pactly settled  i  Look  back  to  the  efforts  made  by  Eo^and 
for  the  protection  of  this  province  from  conquest:  reflect  or 
the  lavish  eipeoditure  on  your  little  war,  not  less  than  Sfieea 
or  twenty  millions  of  money,  and  aay  why  England  should 
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Hot  be  willing  to  afford  wbat  is  waiitt^d  now,  to  be  speedily 
repaid,  in  order  that  all  future  war  and  waste  may  cease  iii 
this  quarter  of  the  world — why  you  should  not,  at  least,  send 
home  a  commission,  to  ask  such  assistance,  and  have  every 
obstacle  removed. 

It  was  desirable  that  Fiance  should  repay  the  charges  of 
the  Allied  Sovereigns  for  placing  Louis  the  XVIIIth  on  the 
throne.  A  London  banker  attended,  and  immediately  ad- 
vanced the  required  sum.  The  banker  considered  only  the 
goodness  of  the  security ;  and  if  you  will  pass  an  act,  during 
the  present  session,  and  get  it  confirmed  by  the  royal  assent, 
giving  security  on  a  land-tax  of  the  province,  twenty  LondoD 
bankers  will  be  ready  with  casb  for  your  purposes.  Do,  my 
good  friends,  get  over  prejudices,  and  try  the  experiment. 
Your  coaatituents  will  thank  you,  when  returned  home,  for 
voting  five  thousand  pounds  of  their  money  to  defray  the 
diarges  of  a  commission  to  England.  You  know  I  pro- 
posed  tea  thousand  dollars  for  the  ConvenUon  Commission ; 
but  double  the  sum  would  do  better.  Surely  you  need  not 
be  envious  of  a  little  credit  accruing  to  me,  from  the  success 
of  the  experiment.  It  will  require  not  a  little  credit  to  make 
up  for  what  I  have  lost  by  your  holding  me  up  to  the  world 
asUie  "  One  factious  individual,"  and  by  these  months  of  igno- 
minious imprisoumeut :  indeed,  1  think  you  will  make  me  s 
present  of  the  "  hundred  thousand  acreg  of  land"  with 
consent  of  his  Royal  llighneas  the  Prince  Regent,  when  you 
have  got  £S, 000,000  lent  you,  for  improving  the  navigation. 
At  all  events,  do,  1  beseech  you,  send  home  the  Commission  • 

You  will  observe,  from  the  debate  in  the  Iinperial  Parlia- 
ment, that  Sir  John  Newport,  Mr.  Grant,  and  others,  pro- 
posed to  relieve  the  poor  of  Ireland,  by  finding  work  for  them 
in  the  bogs,  and  hy  taking  ollP  the  duties  on  advertisements 
for  charitable  purposes.  Alas  !  alas  \  how  cold  is  charity, 
and  how  blind  are  they  who  will  not  see.  The  landed  gentle- 
men of  England  and  Ireland  have  been  going  into  commit- 
tees, and  fliaking  most  feeling  speeches,  for  years,  ou  the 
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question  of  relieving  the  poor ;  but  the  things  needful  thej  witt 
not  do,  though  both  they  and  the  poor  ihouid  togetlier  be 
brought  to  starvation. 

I  have  jet  said  nothing  of  the  funding  system  of  England, 
an  ally  to  that  of  taxation ;  but  these  parliamentary  speeches 
lead  me  to  notice  it.  The  system  of  borrowing  money  for 
government  purposes  and  funding  was  first  introduced,  1 
think,  by  King  William  the  Illd.  and  the  practice  graduilly 
increased  till  it  reached  perfection  under  the  sdministraboa 
of  Mr.  Pitt.  Long  before  his  time  some  of  the  wisest  of  men, 
and  among  them  Hume,  the  historian,  predicted  that  this 
system  would  ultimately  tend  toconfusion  and  ruin.  I  hope 
that  no  such  consequence  will  ensue ;  and  certainly  it  need 
not 

The  funding  system,  by  generating  a  fictitious  capital, 
strongly  secured,  yields  advantages  not  only  to  government 
but  to  individuals.  It  economises  every  process  of  lendii^) 
and  exchange:  it  gives  latitude  and  ease  to  adventure:  it 
moderates  the  swing  of  political  violence;  and  aflbrds 
strength  and  security  to  executive  power.  So  far  it  is  wellt 
and  when  a  nation  is  fairly  represented,  I  cannot  concnw 
how  danger  should  result  from  it.  In  England,  where  this 
ficdtiouB  capital  has  swollen  up  till  it  exceeds  in  amount, 
the  Tfilue  of  the  land,  and  the  substantial  stock  of  the  in- 
dustrious is  seized  at  will,  to  make  good  the  dividends  of  ar. 
over  proportion  of  idlers ;  then,  indeed,  there  mdy  be  risfc. 
At  the  end  of  the  late  war,  two  things  required  attenlioD, 
the  employment  of  (he  multitudes,  vrhom  war  had  kept  in  a 
state  of  action,  and  some  alteration  in  the  system  of  taxation. 
Had  government  looked  out  over  the  wide  range  of 
British  dominion,  for  great  objects  upon  which  industiy 
could  be  bestowed  to  profit,  such  as  improvii^  the  St, 
Lawrence  navigation,  and  the  like,  not  a  man  might  have 
pined  at  home  in  idleness,  and  continued  action  might  peady 
have  assisted  in  keeping  at  once  distended  and  secure,  the 
bubble  of  fictitious  wealth ;  but  wiUt  every  anch  precautioD, 
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.  tbia,  of  tttelf,  required  trimmiog  for  a  peace  eataUisbmeot. 
Years  befOTti  the  war,  it  had  swollen  to  undue  bulk,  and  was 
stitliag  that  industry'  to  nhich  it  owed  its  existeoce.  From 
tbe  year  18IS,  the  most  valuable  stock  of  the  country — the 
agricultural  stock,  began  to  suffer  diminution,  and  to  be- 
come unequ^  to  the  enormous  burdens  imposed  upon  it. 
But  Uie  farmers  of  Britain  have  no  voice  id  political  con- 
cerns, and  tbe  evil,  not  immediately  felt  by  their  landlords, 
WM  allowed  to  go  on  for  two  years,  without  eveo  au  attempt 
towards  a  renedy.  Tbe  termination  of  war  skewed,  at  last, 
that  sonwthiag  should  be  done :  but  what  did  the  landlords 
do  I  They  trusted  to  keep  up  their  rents  by  a  Corn  Bill,  and 
by  their  political  influence  they  carried  that  into  a  law, 
gainst  the  will  of  nine-tenths  of  the  nation.  Never  was 
selfishness  more  blind;  and  mberable,  indeed,  have  been 
tbe  consequences.  To  this  hour  land  and  farming  stock 
have  continued  to  fall,  while  the  funds  are  kept  up  by  a 
system  of  taxation,  absolute  and  relentless.  On  this  subject 
I  can  speak  at  once  feelingly  and  correctly.  Only  a  few 
weeks  ago  I  had  accounts  of  the  final  sales  of  my  father's 
estate.  Five  years  ago  this  would  have  readily  brought  at 
Hie  hamqier,  upwards  of  jg  130,000,  and  now  it  has  netted 
only  £9S^500,\fh\le  in  the  same  period  of  years,  funded  pro- 
perty bas  risen  more  than  10  per  cent.  Let  the  difference 
between  the  fall  of  substantial  stock,  and  the  rise  of  fictitious 
capital  be  taken  only  at  40  per  cent. ;  and  think  what  a  dread^ 
ful  convulsion  such  change  must  have  effected  iu  society, 
simply  consido'ed !  but  if  it  is  taken  into  account,  that  like  loss 
has  been  deducted  out  of  that  which  held  the  machinery  of 
production  in  motion,  and  the  gain  added  to  that  w^ich  is  idle 
and  unproductive,  what  then  must  we  conceive  to  be  tbe  sum 
of  accumulated  mischief!  The  natioaal  expenditure  is,  no 
doubt,  greatly  lessened  since  the  cessation  of  war:  say  40 
or  50  millions  a  year;  iMit  the  interest  of  the  national  debt 
is  still  40  raillions,  while  the  substantial  itock,  out  of  which 
it  u  taloea,  is  luak  more  ihrn  a  third ;  and  that  part  of  this 
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Stock  rea)Ij'  engaged  in  pToductiun,  more  llian  a  half;  an] 
what  is  worse,  ihe  profits  of  the  same  stock  are  greatly 
lessened,  inerel}'  from  the  circumstance  of  its  diminution: 
for,  wbo  does  not  know  the  difference  in  trade,  which  results 
from)  a  powerful  capital,  and  a  capital  feeble  and  insufficient? 
Besides  providing  employment  for  the  hands  whom  the 
cessation  of  war  threw  out  of  employment,  had  a  few  taxes 
which  bore  immediately  on  the  agriculturists,  been  taken  off, 
and  the  property-tax  continued  on  land  rents,  and  the  interest 
of  money  in  the  funds,  and  olberwise,  England  might  have 
stood  the  change  from  war  to  peace  with  the  greatest  ease; 
real  and  fictitious  property  would  have  retained  ^  fair  rdative 
proportion  to  each  other,  and  the  nation  would  have  started 
before  all  the  world  iu  renewed  and  enlarged  efforts  of  in- 
dustry and  commerce.  What  do  we  experience  now  but 
the  very  reverse  ?  What  do  we  hear  of  but  another  propose 
in  England,  to  raise  Uie  price  of  com  by  legislative  enact- 
ment; and  what  do  we  see  in  these  fine  speeches  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  but  strained  measures  to  imprsve  the 
bogs  of  Ireland,  after  farming  capital  is  extinguished;  and 
a  magnaniniaus  resolution  to  relieve  distress,  by  taking  off 
the  stamp  duties  on  adveitisements  for  charitable  purposes!  1 ! 
Gentlemen,  the  miserable  policy  pursued  by  England  since 
the  peace,  has  created  evils  beyond  all  conception; — evils  not 
only  to  the  people  at  home,  but  to  all.  It  is  this,  mainly, 
which  has  clogged  the  wheels  of  industry,  and  deranged  all 
the  transactions  of  commerce; — which  lias  shaken  the  credit 
of  the  world,  and  with  universal  peace  introduced  universal 
poverty.  At  the  bottom  of  all  ll|is  calamity  was  the  landed 
interest  of  England.  The  Duke  of  Devilry,  my  Lord 
Lubber,  and  Sir  John  Sinecure,  at  the  end  of  the  war  called 
a  council  of  their  land  stewards,  and  found  that  existing  rents 
could  not  be  paid  under  existing  circumstances,  except  the 
price  of  wheat  was  kept  up  to  tOs.  per  baefael.  "Rents  roust 
be  kept  up,"  said  the  Trio;  "that's  flat;  and  nothing  but  a 
Corn  Bill  can  do  for  us."     With  all  the  aid  of  raised  duties. 
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tm  imported  grain,  rents  were  not  sustained ;  but  the  great 
tandlorda  felt  Httle  personal  inconvenience.  The  duke  had 
■only  to  reduce  his  establish  me  ill  from  ^^,000  of  expendi- 
ture to  £50,000.  The  lord,  from  £30,000  to  £'20,000- 
And  the  knight  mortgaged,  for  a  present  supply,  part  of  his 
estate  to  lits  brother,  a  banker  and  fundliolder  in  the  city. 
By  thb  class  of  men  no  great  immediate  inconvenience  has 
yet  been  felt ;  but  it  has  been  different  indeed  with  all  be- 
low. The  fiirlher  down,  the  greater  is  the  misery ;  but  the 
further  dovra,  the  less  is  that  political  influence,  which  can 
guard  against  approaching  ruin,  and  the  more  removed  are 
individuals  from  the  sympathy  of  those  who  have  it  to  wield. 
The  first  cjuestiou  in  political  economy  should  be,  can  the 
mass  of  the  people  live  comfortably  under  this  or  that  ar- 
rangeraentf  hut  this  most  necessary  question  was  forgotten, 
and  many  of  the  people  have  perished.  In  the  commercial 
world  the  eonseqnence  of  rabing,  by  forced  means,  the  price 
of  grain  in  England,  is  obvious,  America  cannot  pay  for 
the  manufactures  of  England  but  in  produce;  and  when 
England  lays  duties  on  the  importation  of  grain,  the 
natural  consequence  is,  that  trade  must  be  diminished,  even 
though  America  did  not  lay  countervailing  duties  on  Eng- 
lish goods ;  and  we  now  see  two  nations,  which  ought  to  be 
reciprocal  customers  and  friends,  become  mutual  destroyers 
of  each  other's  gain.  America  retires  within  herself,  and  calls 
hands  to  the  anvil  and  the  loom,  who,  olher^^'ise,  would  be 
better  employed  whh  the  axe  and  the  plough.  England 
yokes  her  weavers  in  gravel-cart  harness,  and  Ireland  con- 
trives work  for  her  ruined  farmers  in  the  bogs,  when  wheat 
is  lOf.  per  bushel — the  bogs!  which  did  iiot  tempt  cuhivatioD 
when  the  average  price  was  15i. 

For  generations,  nay,  for  centuries  yet  to  come,  the 
crewded  population  of  the  old  world  must  naturally  make 
Icbour  cheaper  there  than  in  America ;  and  there  goods  will 
be  manufactured  upon  easier  terms  than  on  this  side  of  the 
Artantic.     Here,  again,  from  the  cheapness  of  laud,  food  will 
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be  more  readily  obtaiued.  Intercoune  unong  wen  ii  4^ 
strable,  of  it^lf ;  but  bow  atrongly  does  nKtara  tba*  encou- 
rage it ;  and  what  pity  is  it  that  tlie  aligfatest  obUacU  AoM 
be  tbrovQ  in  iha  way.  In  fUmiahing  gooda  to  Ameiioa 
during  the  late  wars,  £ngland  had  advanl^e*  which  sbe  b 
not  likfJy  again  to  poaseis.  The  people  of  the  European 
continent,  who  can  afford  labour  eves  cheaper  than  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  were  then  held  back  froto  competition. 
They  will  now  quickly  engage  in  the  arta,  bare  the  ssbm 
jKlvantagea  fro^  machinery  as  the  people  of  England ;  and, 
rid  of  many  of  their  old  feudal  restraints,  may  soon  be  op- 
aides  wilh  our  fellow  subjects  in  the  prodHctiuu  of  every  ar- 
ticle now  required  by  Aqerica. 

Whqn  the  lauded  interest  of  filmland  were  aeifiihly  da- 
voted  to  their  favpurite  policy,  to  raise  artificially  the  price  of 
grain,  they  overlooked  one  beautiful  principle,  which,  wiA  a 
]it,tle  forbearance  at  first,  wovld  soon  kaive  cone  to  Aeir 
relief,  tlad  they  allowed  provisions  to  be  cheap,  the  papu- 
lation of  the  bland  would  rapidly  have  increased,  and  the 
value  of  land  being  ajways  greatly  rul«I  hy  local  aiUiatioi), 
they  would  have  gained  from  convenience  miorfl  than  they  wiU 
obtain,  in  the  end,  by  checking  the  natural  growth  uf  popu' 
latioD< 

Gentlemen,  my  last  communication  was  abruptly  tefmi- 
nated ;  but  ithad  sufficiently  displayed  the  ease  and  rationality 
of  the  scheme  for  introduc'mg  settlers,  and  imprevMg  the 
naingation  of  the  St.Xawrence.  Xjet  me  now  call  your  afc> 
tention  to  the  effects  upon  industry  and  improsement,  gso^ 
rally,  which  vrould  ensue  from  the  adoption  of  sucha  scheaK. 
The  farmers  of  Upper  Canada  h^ve,  for  the  two  last  >«*») 
had  but  a  sorry  market  for  produce;  and  when  that  Goa* 
tinuea  bad,  their  efforts  get,  of  course  relaxed*  Weep  they  as- 
sured by  your  conduct  this  session,  that  the  St.  Li^wrwce 
navigation  was  to  be  set  abaut  next  saptmcr,  and  th*t  16,000 
consumers  were  to  he  imported,  beaid^ 9  the  usual  influx  oC  setr* 
Mers,  what  a  spur  would  be  given  to  exertionl  X^  vei;  •utiuu 
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thounBd*  of  additKHiBl  acfe»  Would  be  sown  witfa  wboat,  in 
tbe  ccrUioty  of  a  ruMg  owrket,  mnd  the  hope  of  better  timei 
would  iupire  every  one  with  coofidence.  Coafidcoce  would 
begot  orecUt,  credit  would  beget  money ;  and  money  would 
b^etmoFe,  The  dischuge  of  15,000  soula  annually,  or 
100,000,  if  you  wU),  out  of  the  hospitali  of  Ireland,  aod  out 
of  the  poor  hotuet  and  gravel-coTt  barasu  of  Englaad, 
would  afford  «o  imaU  ease  to  tbete  countries.  The  poot 
entgranta  would  leon  be  able  to  replace  their  n^  with  good 
rwment;  and  iDcrmHag  orden  from  Montre^  wonM  re* 
double  tba  advantage  to  England.  Ooea  it  not  vnrm  your 
bftarts  to  think  «f  aucb  a  glorioua  aehome  of  charity?  Does 
it  not  exliaguieh  every  gioveliag  idea  wbeo  you  knom  that 
you  can  bring  il  to  bear  i  Ooea  it  not  awaken  you  to  duty 
and  to  honour  I  If  it  does  not,  then  bow  sliU  lower  to  your 
idol,  give  praiae  to  him  wboae  firat  br«ath  in  tb«  province  waa 
tainted  with  "  iadiguttiiw,''  and  whose  revenge,  at  (he  end 
of  eight  mootha,  eanaot  reat  in  hi»  bosoM  withoHt  acta  of 
ioj^ice,  without  eatoUii^  the  rada  and  unwarranted  ex* 
preauona,  wbtcby  you  wdl  know,  gave  offence  to  nine*teHtha 
of  your  eonatilueBta.  Be  aaiurcd  that  tibe  landed  oligarchy 
of  Unglaud  h»ve  but  litde  care  for  tiie  CunwrB  of  Canada, 
when  they  si^r  (heir  own  tenauta  to  bs  ruineil,  and  dieir 
poor  labourers  to  be  atarved.  Be  aaiurcd  tbat  while  gorer' 
nora  are  sent  out  trom  among  this  eiaa»  of  meoy  and  more 
particularly  if  their  stomat^  have  be^  chvgcd  with  mit' 
tary  hauteur,  it  is  your  duty,  as  rapvesentalivea  of  iha  people' 
of  Upper  Cauda^  to  be  ate^d  agaJast  slavish  dcea^^-to  be- 
guarded  against  puling  language,  and,  a>  Srilish  B«bjects,  to 
cause  bt  be  loudly  proelainted  m  Britain^  whsrt  befita  th» 
intercaU  of  this  provintie,  instead  of  trusbng  to  the  court 
whisperngs  of  a  gov^tior  and  his  ioipa,  I  tell  you  once  for 
all,  ibat  Ibe  landed  interest  of  Englnd  is  hostile  to  Camtim, 
not  Ihe  sorereign  and  the  people ;  and  I  tcU  you  that  them 
are  evils  which  nothiag  but  the  open  and  dgufied  iront  of  a 
oonuuBsioB  will  get  removed  at  boiM.    It  i»  not  mere  vks 
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that  you  have  to  contend  with :  it  is  not  the  selfishneM  of 
English  landlords,  taking  them  individually.  The  worid 
scarcely  contains  such  a  body  of  generous  and  noble  hearted 
individuals;  but  in  their  public  cares,  and  collectively,  all  is 
ignorance,  trifling,  and  indifference.  The  prosperity  of 
£Dglaad  never  was  indebted  to  them  a  farthing.  It  hm 
forced  its  way  in  spite  of  them,  through  the  wondnful  activi- 
ty of  the  people— through  the  enterprise  aaA  spirit  of  mer- 
chants— the  dexterous  skill  of  manufacturers,  and  the  plod- 
ding perseverance  of  farmers.  The  activity  of  the  people 
will,  even  yet,  overcome  every  difficulty :  lialf  may  be  ruined 
or  starved,  but  the  other  half  will  bold  on,  and  finally,  At 
country  will  prosper.  After  all,  even  the  national  debt  may 
be  speedily  paid  off,  were  it  desirable.  To  those  who  cherish 
hope,  this  debt  may  be  looked  to  only  as  an  evidence  of  put 
eserlion,  and  an  index  of  what  may  again  be  performed. 

Gendemen,  you  have  never  sufficiently  appreciated  the  *»t 
advantages  which  might  accrue  to  tlus  province,  were  dw 
connexion  with  the  mother  country  duly  cultivated.  You 
have  a  relation  stored  with  every  thing  you  want  for  pros- 
perity; but,  by  a  sheepish  bashfulness,  you  hold  back  from 
a  frank  and  open  communication :  you  trifle  away  your  time 
with  governors,  while  you  should  be  shaking  hands  with  the 
soverdgn  and  people  of  England. 

It  ia  now  precbely  two  years  since  I  set  my  first  foot  on 
the  soil  of  this  province.  Two  years  before  that,  Brit^ 
newspapers  had  been  filled  with  proclamations  for  die  en- 
couragement of  Uiose  who  should  incline  to  cotse  out  hen  as 
settlers,  upon  very  liberal  terms.  Anxious  to  know  what 
had  been  the  issue  of  this  scheme,  I  made  it  my  first  business 
to  repair  to  the  new  settlement  of  Perth,  in  the  Johnstown 
District,  where  I  staid  several  days.  Of  the  Scotch  settle- 
ment I  took  a  most  particular  account,  visiting  Ibe  house 
of  every  individual,  and  getting  from  each  a  narrative  of  all 
that  had  occurred  since  his  leaving  home,  &c.  I  furtha" 
entered  in  a  table,  prepared  for  the  purpose,  the  following 
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parbculars :  1st.  Settler's  original  professtoD ;  Sd.  sister  or 
wife-,  3d,  sons;  4tb.  daughters;  5lh.  from  what  county; 
6th,  from  what  parish ;  7th,  date  of  leaving  home  ;  8th,  date 
of  embarkation;  9th.  date  of  disembarkation  ;  lUth.  dateof 
taking  possession ;  1 1th.  buildings  erected ;  12th.  number  of 
acres  chopped ;  13tb.  number  of  acres  cleared;  14th.  num- 
ber of  acres  in  wheat ;  16th.  number  of  acres  in  oats;  l6th. 
number  of  acres  in  potatoes,  garden,  &c. ;  17th.  number  of 
pounds  of  maple  sugar  made;  18tb.  number  of  cows  and 
horses.  When  each  man  had  furnished  me  with  these  par- 
ticulars, he  signed  his  name,  attesting  the  correctness  of  the 
statement,  and  declaring  that  he  was"  ice^/ja/if^^ij,"  meaning 
with  the  country  and  his  form.  Tliis  table,  together  with  an 
explanatory  letter,  I  sent  home  to  be  published  in  the  news- 
papers. The  letter  I  shall  here  transcribe ;  and  extract  out 
of  the  table  as  much  of  those  columns,  relating  to  the  depar- 
ture from  home,  embarkation,  disembarkation,  and  getting 
possession  of  the  land  in  Canada,  as  will  demonstrate  the 
strange  mismanagement  of  this  concern.  1  have,  in  my  for- 
mer communicaiion,  stated,  that  men  could  be  transported 
from  home,  and  placed  at  their  labour  oti  the  St.  Lawrence 
DavigatioR,  by  the  1st  of  June  each  year,  for  ^20  per  man, 
with  wife  and  child,  which  charge  could  be  refunded  from 
the  profits  of  labour,  at  the  end  of  the  second  season.  The 
Perth  settlers  were  kept  idle  a  whole  year,  at  an  enormous 
cost  to  government;  to  say  nothing  of  the  vexation  and 
anxiety  to  the  people  themselves.  Only  mark  the  difference ; 
mark  the  wide  difference  between  management  and  misma- 
nagement, 

(Here  was  inserted  the  letter  and  table  which  appear  in 
vol.  i.  page  522,  and  onward.) 

There  are  about  fifty  settlers  thus  entered  in  the  table,  but 
the  above  extract  is  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose.  About 
six  months  after  I  seut  home  my  account  of  the  Perth  Set- 
tlement for  publication,  I  read  here  an  extract  from  the 
English -newspapers,  stating,  Ut^t  the  Govemmeot  plan  of 
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pfomo^g.tbe  aettlencnt  of  Canada  havii^  failed)  no  ramre 
oocouragecutiBt  was  to  be  given  to  ediignition.  Now,  I  aik 
if  any  means  could  have  t>een  contrived  more  effectuttl,  for 
tfirowing  cold  water  on  the  apirit  of  emigratioa,  than  tbu 
cIuinB;  and  expensive  plan,  estteciallj  when  tbUowed  apwilb 
a  provincial  act,  to  realraia  public  liberty.  Truly  those  sar- 
rowmiaded  oligarchs,  who  would  rather  lee  the  poor  rednced 
to  be^ary  at  home,  than  pcrroit  then  to  bave  «  sale  c<HriiKt 
to  America,  find  in  such  p4ana  and  acit  most  charoHng  fesaiBt- 
ants. 

Let  me  make  ibis  concludii^  remvk,  that  at  the  end  of 
the  war,  there  were  some  people  at  home  who  had  good 
wbbea  to  ^e  Settlement  of  Canada^  and  that  the  Prince  waa 
qtnte  propitious  to  the  scheme,  however  ill  digested;  bnt 
that  there  are  other  people  altogether  adverse,  and  who  tarn  a 
deaf  ear  to  every  correction  of  error,  and  every  rational  pro- 
posal of  encouraging  emigration  oil  great  aw)  liberal  princi- 
ples. Those  whom  I  propose  As  settler?,  are  formers  with 
capital,  and  the  real  labouring  poor  of  England ;  but  I  know 
not  if  a  single  individual,  of  tbele  classes,  has  yet  seen  the 
province.  Ilie  farmers  will  not  come  to  be  ga^ed  or  iropri- 
Boned;  and  much  will  their  landlords  rejoice  in  their  being 
held  back.  The  real  labourers  agaiA  cannot  move  for  want 
ofmeans.  Those  who  were  brought  over  in  ISIShadtode- 
posit  £16.  per  man  at  home,  for  their  passage,  8tc.  to  be 
repaid  at  the  end  of  two  years ;  and  all  who  have  yet  arrived^ 
are  people  of  the  same  description — people  who  have  been 
little  accustomed  to  hard  work,  but  who  have  carried  dieiB- 
selves  from  home  with  the  poor  remains  of  a  reduced  cental 
in  trade. 

I  trust  that  by  this  time  some  of  you  have  bestowed  a  little 
reflection  on  the  proposal  of  substituting  an  ecdualized  Tand 
,  laitf  iti  the  room  of  every  other.     Permit  me  to  say  a  litde 
more  OB  Hm  Bilbject, 

Mankind,  besides  beiitg  creatures  of  inntatioo  and  habit, 
iacxtennl  wla,  art  so- ^esia  their  uttotalpfejttdtces.  Vadci 
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the  despotic  QoveninieDts  of  the  old  world^  InnBtiffw  hu  baon 
mainl;  imposed  to  mpport  the  ambitioa  of  Eulera,  and  to  add 
to  the  trappiaga  of  state :  it  has  hitherto  anty  been  coasidend 
as  an  engine  of  oppression ;  and  thence  the  verji  name  ha» 
become  odious.  To  conduct  only  the  neoesaary  »Saus  of  a 
Government,  really  virtuou*,  very  little  iudeed  is  required ; 
but  there  is,  beyoud  this,  a  use  to  be  made  of  taxadon,  which 
OHght  redound  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  all.  This  provincs 
is  peculiarly  adapted  to  illustrate  nhat  I  mean,  and  to  receive 
benefit  from  a  liberal  system  of  ta:[atiou.  Its  interna)  n^vi* 
gatioD  is  the  most  invitnqg  object  for  speculative  improvement 
which  qature  presents.  Take  up  the  map  of  tlie  world,  bb4 
you  will  not  find  upon  its  whole  surface  any  thing  to  com- 
pare, in  point  of  iuterest  and  grandeur,  to  the  waters  of  tfae 
St.  I^awrence,  whether  you  consider  the  millions  whom  the 
genial  sun  and  fertile  soil  of  their  borders  must  speedily  rear 
sp,  to  hold  oommuoic^on  with  each  other,  or  the  more  ex- 
tended idea  of  these  waters  being  united  to  diose  of  the  weat, 
and  forming  a  highway  for  commerce  between  the  Atlantic  , 
and  Pacific  Qoeans.  Other  ravers,  Bulyect  to  the  mutiny  of 
iuuBdation,  rushing  through  the  valleys  of  a  mounlajnoua 
eountry,  or  t^sohtvging  themselves  into  the  unhealthy  r^ions 
of  the  torrid  aone,  frighten,  or  mock,  or  enfeeble  every  desire 
to  improve  them,  fur  the  purposes  of  man  j  but  in  the  regular 
laajesty  of  their  flow  through  plains  atretcbiog  between  a 
happy  temperature,  die  waters  of  the  St.  liawrence  speak 
oeofidenoe  to  adventure,  and  give  security  to  the  figures  of 
die  most  sanguHie  calculation. 


NIAGARA  SPECTATOR,  24th  JtrsE,  1819- 

[ConliMiwd  fivm  our  2«t(.] 
Had  1  capital  sufficient  to  improve  the  St.  Lawrence  navi- 
gation, and  competent  authorities  would  say — "  Take  it  into 
your  own  h^pds^  end  from  henceforth  have  the  benefit  of  a 
tpll  from  those  who  choose  to  prefer  your  canal  to  the  present 
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course  of  navigation,"  certainjy  I  sbould  think  it  a  fine  chance 
of  laying  out  my  money  to  advantage,  and  not  sparingly  should 
I  lay  it  out.  The  more  completely  the  work  was  done,  so 
much  the  better  should  I  expect  to  be  repaid.  But  were  I 
.made  proprietor,  not  only  of  this  navigation  right,  but  of  the 
province,  with  how  much  greater  confidence  should  1  proceed ! 
Estimating  my  landed  estate  at  ^6,000,000,  should  I  stickle 
at  borrowing  two  millions,  to  improve  its  value  thru  times 
over  in  five  years,  which  most  certainly  would  be  done  with 
proper  management.  On  the  same  principle,  and  with  equal 
confidence,  as  an  individual  would  proceed,  so  may  a  com- 
munity, and  the  individuals  of  a  whole  nation  may  yield  as 
cheerfully  to  taxation,  for  promoting  the  general  interest,  as 
any  company  of  traders  contribute  shares  to  the  common 
stock.  The  chief  consideration,  as  to  taxation,  rests  with  the 
principle  upon  which  [he  means  are  to  be  exacted,  and  I 
mainttUD,  that  what  has  been  chalked  out  by  me  is  perfectly 
Air;  nay,  not  only  fair,  but  such  as  holds  out  the  highest  in- 
ducements for  its  being  liberally  and  resolutely  put  in  action. 
Such  is  the  peculiar  situation  oflanded  property  in  this  pro- 
vince, that  [  am  fully  convinced,  were  £200,000  or  £300,000 
raised  annually,  by  taxauon,  on  tlie  principle  proposed  by 
me,  and  thrown  iuto  Lake  Ontario,  it  would  tend  to  good. 
Though  at  first  it  would  be  pinching,  by  and  by  it  would  be 
less  felt,  the  effect  being  to  force  on  settlement  and  cultiva- 
tion, by  rendering  wild  land  less,  comparatively,  profitable  to 
hold  than  cultivated  \and ;  and,  through  this  effect,  the  tax,  in 
the  end,  would  be  druwu  out  of  such  an  increased  value  in  the 
aggregatCj  as  scarcely  to  incommode  individuals  in  the  least 
degree.  It  never  should  be  forgotten,  that  wild  land  is  the 
chief  bane  of  this  country,  and  no  fair  means  should  be  left 
unemployed  to  lessen  it.  In  my  former  communication,  I 
stated  at  random  that  farmers,  your  constituents,  possessed, 
on  an  average,  400  acres  of  land,  and  that  a  fifth  part  of  that, 
80  acres,  might  be  in  cultivation.  I  have  since  had  the  cu- 
riosity to  examine  an  Assessn^cnt  roll,  and  find  that  farmers. 
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on  aa  average,  possess  only  337  acres,  out  of  wbicb  onlj  38 
acres  are  cultivated. 

Their  average  assessment  stauds  thus : — 

Wild  land       -         -         -         -      3j.  Sid. 
'  Cultivated  land      -        -         •      3     2 
Assessments  on  sundries  -      4    3^ 

10  8J 
I  formerly  supposed,  at  random,  that  the  province  contain- 
ed one  hundred  townships,  averaging  in  extent  60,000  acres, 
and  containing  1,000  souls  each.  The  province  contains 
probably,  within  the  surveyed  limits,  double  this  number  of 
acres,  and  a  greater  number  of  inhabitants  i  but,  for  simpli- 
city of  calculation,  let  us  adhere  to  the  first  assumed  extent 
•nd  population,  viz.  6,000,000  of  acres,  and  100,000  souls. 
Further,  let  it  be  supposed  that  every  tenth  person  is  a 
fanner,  and  possesses,  at  an  average,  the  same  extent  of  wild 
and  cultivated  land,  as  those  farmers  actually  do  in  the 
Assessment  ro)l  above  quoted  from,  with  the  satae  propor* 
tioD  of  other  taxable  property,  then  10,000  farmers  possess 
Acres.  £.       $,     d. 

Of  wild  land  -  1,990,000,  taxed  at  l,65d  6  8 
cultivated  land  -  380,000  -  -  1,583  6  8 
other  property  -..-.-.     2,156    5    0 


Then  if  farmers  possess  2,370,000,  and  pay  5,397  1 8     4 
The  posaeasions  andl 

payments  of  others,  1-3,630,000,     and      8,364     7     5} 

should  be     •        -J 


Totals  -  6,000,000  acres,  £13,662  5  9| 
An  equalized  land-tax,  at  I  Is,  per  acre,) 

„„ddb,i.g  ...  J  'VM  0  0 
Or,  bringing  it  up  to  20*.  per  acre,  and 

\d.  per  pound,  as  cultivated  land  is  ^  25,000 

now  rated    -        .        - 


r 

id,  or  5  per  cen 
on  the  fee-simple 
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Here  w*  sra  «t  the  utnoit  sum  which  I  have  proposed  to  be 
thrown  into  Jjake  OotBrio ;  and  pray,  who  would  be  greatly 
hurt  by  iti  Itwoold  only  be  £1 1.  17i*  to  each  farmer;  and 
I  am  very  sore  that  Canadian  farmers  do  now,  on  tlie  average, 
throw  away  more  in  idle  time  and  drinking,  without  inoreaa- 
ing  the  value  of  their  property.  Nay,  don't  contradict  me; 
I  am  very  aure  of  it;  but  rather  keep  ^ur  eye  steadily  on  the 
holders  of  wild  land,  and  see  how  they  can  bear  it.  Mark, 
for  iustance,  old  Mr.  Landlubber,  of  little  York,  who  does 
nothing  all  day  but  sit  in  his  elbow  chair.  He  has  10,000 
acres  of  wild  land ;  but  enters  on  the  Assessment  roll  only 
5,000,  well  knowing  that  nabody  wilt  take  the  trouble  to  de- 
tect the  cheat,  and  so  he  now  gets  clear  for  the  yearly  pay- 
ment of  £4.  3s,  4d.  But,  under  my  system,  there  shall  be 
a  Land  Register,  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  public^  shew- 
ing who  are  the  holders  of  land ;  and  from  which  Ajsaessment 
rolls  shall  be  correctly  drawn  out,  and  through  which  meaos 
neither  Landlubber,  of  York,  nor  Mortgager,  of  Montreal; 
no,  nor  Uie  King  (meaning  thereby  the  King's  servants),  nor 
even  the  Clergy,  who  are  most  likely,  shall  be  allowed  to 
cheat  tlie  revenue  a  single  forthing.  By  this  meaos,  and  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent..  Landlubber  must  pay  £500  per 
annum  of  tax.  Now,  at  first  sight,  we  may  be  disposed  to 
pity  Landlubber;  but,  in  fact,  he  requires  none.  He  may 
still  sit  eaay  i»  kis  choir,  aw)  become  rrdier  and  licher,  even 
while  he  sees  his  money  cast  into  the  LalCe.  It  wilF  be  re- 
membered, that  if  tndividu^  ara  not  ready  with  the  payment 
of  their  tax,  down  it  goes  to  account ;  but  Landlubber  has  a 
clear  income  of  £800.  per  annum,  independent  of  his  wild 
land ;  being  knowing,  he  lets  no  debts  of  this  kind  go  to  book ; 
and  being  thrifty,  be  resolves  to  reduce  his  expense  of  Kiing 
to  £300. 

All  this,  howew,  is  only  bronght  in,  for  the  sake  of  iH'ustra- 
tion ;  and,  with  the  same  view,  let  us  advance  a  step  further. 
Suppose  the  same  sum  of  £300,000,  raised  by  taxation,  was, 
instead  of  bnog  thrown  into  Lake  Ontario,  employed  in 
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96M  February,  1899. 
Cakadians! 
Xhe  above  was  post-dated  four  days,  to  make  up 
the  month,  from  the  date  of  my  former  Address 
to  you,  and  it  was  just  written  when  the  Ob- 
GERTER  Newspaper,  published  at  York,  in  Up- 
per Canada,  the  94th  December,  1821,  was  put 
into  my  hands.  This  paper  was  brought  over  by 
a  merchant  *  of  Niagara,  who  Crossed  the  river  at 

*  This  merchant  is  the  "  En^tlAmov,"  spoken  of,  pB|>B  xtL 
On  hearing  of  his  arrival  in  town,  I  congratulatsd  myself  on  ihe 
Opportunity  which  now  occurred,  af  letting  faint  know  what  had 
been  said  before  this  book  went  abroad.  I  spoke  of  my  inteh- 
tkyri  to  mtitnal  friends,  and  aooii  after  another  joined  us,  who  iiC- 
^Qainted  me  with  the  purpose  of  Mr.  H.,  the  EDgHsbmiui,  to 
tall  upon  me ;  and,  from  what  was  said,  my  mind  was  instantly 
set  at  rest  from  all  suspicion  af  his  hanng,  as  a  juryman,  acted 
from  any  prejudice  towards  ine — any  bad  intendon.  Next  morn- 
ing I  called  upon  my  informant,  with  a  copy  of  this  book,  and  the 
following  letter,  which  he  wds  so  good  as  to  dblivec  to  Mr.  Hi 

•  13,  Clifton-Street,  Fin*bury,  Feb.  II),  1833. 
Dear  Sir, 
A  few  days  ag«,  I  was  informeit  of  your  airifal  from  Canada ;  and 
although  I  had  an  uupteassnt  affair,  upon'  which  to  communicate 
with  you,  I  was  g-lad  that  an  opportunity  occurred.  You  were  on 
my  jury  at  Niagara.  It  was,  I  beliere,  owing  to  you,  that  I  was 
banished )  and  this  baDishiuent  has  ruined  me  in  family,  fortune,  and 
re[kutiltion.  This  being  the  case,  you  may  readily  Imagine,  that  if 
•By  tnrcamstaDces  led  to  a  belief  diat  you  had  acted  nudcr  uDJu^ 
bias  Bgainn  me,  my  feelings  ndght  be  Wounded  not  a  little.  Befbrfe 
my  trial,  lists  were  handed  me  of  persons  nominated  as  juryiAen', 
who  were  unfriendty  to  me ;  and  your  name  wm  in  mo  of  these  lists. 
Had  I  been  collected  and  sound  in  mind,  when  brought  up  for  trial, 
I  should  certainly  never  have  admitted  of  sncb  a  trial  as  1  was  sub- 
jected to  ;  but,  on  a/air  trial,  most  assuredly  should  have  cast  you 
off  the  list,  baviug  a  person  ready  to  swear  that  you  bad  prejudged 
e  e 
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Queenston,  on  the  ice,  tlie  3d  January,  sailed  from 
New  York  on  the  10th,  and  was  landed  at  Liver- 
pool, the  1st  of  this  month  :  The  Observes  has 

me,  and  declared  openly,  before  mj  trial,  that  I  "  thoujd  bt  ptmitlud," 
Tbit,  it  would  appear,  was  your  opinioD,  before  I  bad  opporluoity 
of  defeoding  mj  conduct.  It  VBS  an  opinion  wbich  I  could  not 
liBTe  expected  from  jou :  still  you  had  a  right  to  that  opinion ;  and  I, 
aa  assuredly,  could  have  cast  you  for  the  expression  of  it.  Some  day* 
before  my  trial  you  came  and  shook  hands  Mkh  me  at  the  door  of  my 
eel),  wbich  waa  scarcely  conrietent  with  your  declaration,  that  I  was  a 
culprit.  K*en  had  I  been  ingood  health,  this  might  have  deceived  rae, 
and  led  me  to  forego  the  advantage  of  uasiing  you  out  of  the  list  of 
jurymen.  Now,  widt  certain  impressions  springing  from  these  facti 
and  occurrences,  1  hare  in  my  booli,  about  to  be  published,  spoken  of 
the  aSiir  withont  mentioning  your  name,  yet  in  such  a  way  as  will 
probably  make  ^ou  feel  sore.  The  moment  I  heard  of  your  arrival, 
I  resolved  toj't  you  know  what  I  had  written,  and  offer  you  satisbc- 
tion  in  any  way  you  aho£?,  if  you  felt  yourself  injured.  Last  night 
Hr.  S  accidentally  met  me,  told  me  thai  you  had  proposed  to 

call  upon  me,  and  thence  my  mind  has  been  made  up  on  the  dis- 
agreeable affair.'  1  have  banished  every  thought  of^our  having  been 
biassed  on  trial  agaiDst  me,  and  shall  be  happy  to  see  you,  and  sbdte 
kands.  The  IwoIe  I  shall  leave  with  Hr.  S  ...— ■—  for  your  in- 
apeetiou  befbrehand,  and  shall  yet  have  opportHnily  to  soften  tbc 
words  used  in  iL  I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  OOURLAT." 

"  J H ,  Esq." 

Since  the  above  was  written,  t  have  met  Mr.  H ,  shook 

hands  with  him,  end  am  perfbcUy  convinced  that  there  was  nothing 
on  his  part  un&ir  to  me.  The  whole,  however,  calls  more  and 
more  for  reflection  on  the  infamous  statute  of  Upper  Canada, 
which  was  still  more  infamously  resorted  to,  for  my  dsBtruction; 
a  statute  which,  after  being  heard  of  with  execration  by  all  th« 
world,  is  still  retainad  on  the  Cuudian  code  by  the  Legislstire 
Couocil !  [ ! 

I  am  far  firom  saying  that  bad  gOTemment  is  the  only  cause  of 
micsry  to  mankind.  We  see  much  sprio|pn|;  out  of  causes  with 
which  gorerBment  has  nothing  to  do ;  but,  in  the  amendment  of 
govMnment,  we  have  reason  to  aspect  great  amelioration  of  our 
condition. 
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ten  coliimns  stufied  with  debates  of  your' Parlta-' 
ment,   on  the  6th,   7th,  8th,  10th,  andU'Itfa^of 
December, — debates  very  considerably  LVtiaJse  than  -y, 
nothing,  in  which^:  the  lawyers  have  jiine  shares 
out  of  ten.     I  was  very  sure,  when  I  first  learned        l.:^ 
that  seven  lawyers  were  returned  to  Parliament,       ^'^ 
that  they  would  d^ay  inquiry,  and  Increase  .con^ 
fusion ;  and  so  it  appears,  from  the  shewing  of  the 
Observer. 

The  Observer  contains  this  curious  paragraph: 

'*  We  fear  our  Parliament  will  continue  longer  than  we 

rxpected.     A   Bill   came  down  from  the   Upper  House, 

which  goes  to  vest  a  power  in  the  judges,  to  tax  litigious 

£harnclers."  ■' 

Judge  Powell  will  have  it  all  his  own  way,  by- 
and-by.     A  bill  to  tax  litigious  characters  1 !! 

The  good  people  of  Pittsfield,  in  Massachu- 
setts, whose  attentions  to  me  I  shall  never  forget, 
have,  we  are  just  now  informed  by  AmericaD 
newspapers,  agreed  among  themselves,  to  settle 
-nit  disputes  by  arbitration,  without  troubling  either 
lawyers  on  the  bench  or  at  the  bar.  This  is  excel- 
lent. It  anticipates  a  project  of  my  own,  which, 
as  soon  as  I  obtain  a  seat  in  the  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment, 1  mean  to  bring  forward :  its  object  being  to 
dispense  both  with  lawyers  and  priests.  Under 
good  government  this  is  quite  practicable;  and, 
established  in  practice,  how  happy  should  we  all 
be,  even  in  this  sublunary  world!!  The  ,0b- 
SERVER  proceeds:  •_■:■/ 

"  During  the  diacusakm  of  the  ConfirnntioD'  Manai^ 
Bill,  on  Saturday,  a  clause  was  introduced  by  Col.  Nidhol^ 
and,  to  our  attosishmeat,  carried.  It  legatizei  the  tinldea^ 
e  •  8 
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of  certain  marriages ;  but  makes  tbeir  mothers  what  we  do 
not  wiib  to  name." 

It  will  be  amusiog  to  the  English  reader,  to  have  a 
specimen  of  Canadian  (»atory,  and  the  Obsxrvee 
fumiBhes  a  good  one. 

He  (Mr.  Jones')  would  tell  Uiat  Gentleman  that  he  was  m 
nuch  devoted  to  the  cause  of  ItoTAX.Tr  *  as  any  man  in  the 
eoontry;  but  that  devotion  to  support  his  Sovereign,  should 
be  on  hotiourahle  grounds,  and  then  he  should  support  HIM 
■with  his  life — with  his  property ;  but  not  by  slavish  t^equwvs- 
ness  (the  applause  that  burst  forth  shook  the  building  to  Us 
base).  Mr.  Jones  said  that  he  wanted  that  sum  restored  to 
Ae  people,  which  was  improvidently  given  by  a  former  Parlia- 
ment. The  granting  or  withholding  of  money  was  the  con- 
stitutional check  of  the  democratic  upon  the  other  branches 
«f  the  legislature,  and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
inviolable  that  check,  that  this  bill  was  introduced.  Whe^, 
be  would  ask,  was  the  use  of  iheir  coming  to  that  Housey 
if  they  were  tamely  to  surrender  this  great  privilege  ?  Iliis 
House  has  only  mthin  these  few  years  been  called  upon  to 
vote  money,  for  the  support  of  the  administration  of  the 
cWil  Govemment;  and  in  proportion  to  dieir  utility,  thus  to 
vote  monies,  was  their  consequence  and  importance  in- 
oreased.  It  was  not  the  opinion  of  their  constituents:  it 
was  not  the  opinion  of  the  country :  it  was  not  the  wish  of 
.  their  Sovereign,  that  they  should  comply  with  the  arbitrary 
suggesUons  of  the  Honourable  member  from  Kingston.  (Hear, 
bear,  hear,  and'  bravo,  in  the  gallery.) 

And  bravo !  say  I,  in  London.     Bravo !  Jonas 

*  On  my  passage  from  Leith  to  Londoi^  last  spring,  I  had 
for  a  fellow  voyager,  an  officer  who  had  recently  coma  hom^ 
from  being  some  years  in  Upper  Canada.  He  was  stationed  near 
'  to  whtfe  Jones  resides,  and  it  would  be  edifying  to  tell  hia  opi- 
nion <tf  iba  TX)jia{^  of  Ae  Member  oC  Fuliuoent,  was  tbei» 
losm  ibi  it. 
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Jones,  of  Brockville,  lawyer,  M.P.  and  Esquire. 
You've  "  screwed,"  at  last,  "  your  courage  to 
*he  sticking-place."  I  hope  you  won't  vote  a  fer- 
thing  for  the  existing  civil  Government,  Mid,  I 
hope,  not  one  farthing  will  be  voted  this  year*,  to- 
wards it',  in  the  British  Parliament.  Then,  of 
necessity,  the  governors,  themselves,  will  cry  out 
for  inquiry. 

This  fellow,  Jones,  (I  am  intitled  to  speak  plain; 
thisjellifm  was  reported,  by  word,  to  have  used 
the  language  noted  in  page  ccccxvii,  and  I  have  writ- 
ten evidence  of  part  of  it,  see  Vol.  ii.  page  665),  ■ 
you  will  remember,  had  the  chief  hand  in  gagging 
you,  and  I  shalt  give  the  following  extracts  from 
the  Upper  Canada  Gazette,  to  refre^  yoiu  me- 
mory, respecting  the  pretty  proceedings  of  your  As- 
sembly, and  the  spirit  with  which  your  present 
LieutenaBt-Govemor,  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland,  be- 
gan his  reign.  The  following  clause  made  part  of 
his  speech,  on  the  I9lh  October,  1S18 — hismaiden 
speech  when  opening  Padiament. 

"  Id  the  course  of  your  investigaQon,  ;ou  vill,  I  doultt 
not,  feel  a  just  indiguatioD  at  thfi  attempts  wbicb  have  beea 
made  to  excite  discontent,  and  to  organize  sedition.  Should 
it  appear  to  ;ou,  that  a  convention  of  delejgatea  canoot  exist 
without  danger  to  the  cooetitutioa,  in  tranuDg  a  law  of  pre-; 
vention,  your  dispassionate  wisdom  will  be  careful  that  it 
shall  not  un;vrarily  trespass  on  that  sacred  ■'ight  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  seek  a  redress  of  his  grievances  by  petition." 

To  this  the  Le^slative  Council  replied  on  the 
14th  October,  in  these  words: 

*  Upwards  of  jS7,000  was  voted  last  session  of  the  British 
PBrUament  to  the  civil  list  of  Upper  Canada,  and  upwards  of 
£10,000  the  nsaoa  before~4ltogether  absurd. 
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"  We  shall,  at  all  times,  feel  a  just  indignation  at  everjr 
attempt  which  maj  excite  discontent,  or  organize  ttdi' 
tioDi  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  us,  that  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates cannot  exist  without  danger  to  the  constitution,  in 
framing  a  law  of  prevention,  we  will  be  careful  that  it  shall 
not  unwarily  trespass  on  the  sacred  right  of  the  subject,  to 
■eek  by  petition  a  redrass  of  grievances." 

On  Monday,  the  19th  October,  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  presented  an  Address 
with  the  following  clause : 

"  We  feel  a  just  indignation  at  the  systematic  attempts 
that  have  been  made  to  excite  discontent,  and  organize  sedi- 
tion, in  this  happy  colony,  while  the  usual  and  constitutional 
appeal,  for  real  or  supposed  grievances,  has  ever  been  open 
to  the  people  of  thia  Province,  never  refused  or  even  ap- 
pealed to;  and  deeply  lament,  that  the  designs  of  one  fiic- 
tioua  individual  (me)  should  have  succeeded  in  drawinginto  the 
ampport  of  his  vile  machinations,  >o  many  honest  men,  and 
loyal  subjects  to  his  Majesty.  We  remember  that  thia  fa- 
voured Und  was  assigned  to  our  fothers,  as  a  retreat  for  suf- 
fering loyalty,  ^nd  not  a  sanctuary  for  sedition.  In  the 
course  of  our  inrestigation,  should  it  appear  to  this  House, 
that  a  convention  of  delegates  cannot  exist  without  danger 
to  the  constitution,  in  framing  a  law  of  prevention,  we  will 
carefully  distinguish  between  snch  conventions  and  the  lawful 
vet  of  the  subject,  in  petitioning  for  a  redress  of  real  or  ima- 
ginary grievances  j — tiiat'ascred  right  of  eyery  British  subject, 
frbtcb  we  will  ever  hold  invipl»ble," 

HODSB  or   ASBBUBLT,  WEDNESBAT,  OCTOBBB  Slst. 

JUr.  Jones  moved  that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself 
Into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration 
tiiat  part  of  his  Excelleiicy's  speech,  at  (he  opening  of  the 
presf  Dt  session,  which  relates  to  the  meeting  of  Delegates  in 
CoDventioD.— drried. 
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TnUSSDAY,   OCTOBBB£2d. 

The  Hauic  went  into  Connnittee,  to  take  into  coiuido^ 
ation  that  part  of  his  Excellency's  speech,  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session,  which  relates  to  the  meeting  of  Dele- 
gates in  Convention. 

Mr.  Bumham  reported,  that  the  Committee  bad  agreed  to 
some  resolutions,  which  he  was  directed  to  submit  for  the 
adoption  of  the  House,  which  were  received  and  adopted, 
nem.  con.  as  follows  : — 

Ist.  Rbiolveu, — That  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this 
province,  individually  or  collectively,  to  petition  our  gracious 
sovereign  for  a  redress  of  any  public  or  prwate  grievanoe,  is 
their  birthright,  as  British  subjects,  preserved  to  them  by 
that  free  constitution  which  they  have  received,  and  which, 
by  the  generous  exertions  of  our  mother  country,  has,  tfanragh 
■n  arduous  contest,  beeu  uiu»paireii< 

ad.  RBfiOLVED.— That  the  Commons  House  oi  Aa> 
sembly  are  the  only  representatives  of  iJie  people  of  thU 
province. 

3d.  BstoLVBD.— That  the  electing,  assembling,  sitting, 
and  proceedings  of  certain  persons,  calling  themselves  Re^ 
presentatives  or  Delegates  from  the  different  districts  of  this 
province,  and  met  in  General  Convention  at  York,  for  the 
purpose  of  deliberating  upon  matters  of  public  concern,  is 
highly  derogatory  and  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  coosti> 
tution  of  this  province,  and  tends  greatly  to  distur^i  the 
public  tranquillity. 

4th.  Rbsolved. — That  while  this  Committee  regret  that 
some  subjects  ttf  His  Majesty,  whose  allegiance  and  fidelity 
are  above  suspicion,  have  been  deluded  by  the  unwearied 
and  persevering  attempts  of  the  foctious,  to  lend  their  counte* 
nance  to  measures  so  disgraceful,  they  cannot  admit  that 
dieir  example  should  pie  a  sanction  to  proceedings  mani- 
festly dangerous  to  the  peace  and  security  of  the  province, 
proceedings,  which  it  is  painful  and  humiliating  to  observe, 
have  drmwn  upon  this  loyal  province  the  attentba  of  other 
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countries,  and  of  our  sister-province,  aud  even  of  our  pareot 
state,  as  to  ft  colony  impatient  of  its  allegiaoce,  and  ungrate- 
ful for  tbe  fostering  care  that  has  cheiished  ils  infaQcy^ 
looking  anidously  to  the  period  of  its  strengtb  as  the  moment 
of  its  revolt. 

5th.  Resolved. — That  to  repel  aX  once  so  foul  an 
iipputation,  to  undeceive  tbe  misguided,  to  stifle  the  hopes 
of  the  dipturbers  of  public  peace,  and  to  give  to  our  parent 
qtate  ami  to  the  world  the  best  grounded  assurance  that  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province  know  how  to  prize  'their  happiness 
in  belonging  to  the  most  exalted  nation  upon  earth,  and  desire 
no  more  than  the  secure  possession  of  that  just  liberty  which 
her  own  more  immediate  chUdreo  enjoy,  it  is  the  opinion  <^ 
dua  Committee,  that  some  such  legislative  provisiou  should 
he  enacted  as,  the  wisdom  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  baa 
tp^id  if,  propex  bx  provide  to  meet  similar  occasions,  which 
may  hereafter  put  it  out  of  ike  power  of  any  denning 
peisovs  to  ocganize  diacoatent,  and  degrade  the  charactet  of 
the  province. 

6tfa.  Besolved.— That  these  Resolutions  be  commutur 
c^ted;  to  the  Honourable,  the  Le^alativ»  GouociL 

Prewn£.-T-Messra.  BuiweUv  Mc^  Martin,  Yaa  Kon^net^ 
Cam«ron,  J>araiid|  Chryakr,  Nelles,  Howard,  Ha^  Jones, 
Cotter,  Swayze,  Buiiiham.-:-13. 

Wednesday,  October  98lh, 
Mr.  Jones  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  cer« 
bun  meetings  in  this  province,  which  was  read  the  first  lime. 

Sattfrdayy  Ocfofier  Sltf. 

Xbfl  Bill  to  preyoot  certaw  meelwga  19,  this  prpYtofut  being 
1]^  HW  thW  tiiB|e,rT 

Mr-  Vat*.  SflugfyKtt  noov^t  that  it  do  now  pass,  and 
th^t  i^be  «nlilje()» "  4iA,Act  tp  prevent  certain  HeeUngs  withiq 
this  l^ipyiifqe."  IJpon  which  th^  House  divided,  and  the  Yea* 
and  Nays  were  taken  aa  follow^,:— r<Mu,  Measra.  Swaj^, 
Fraaer,  Cotter,  Clenfih,  Hftt^.  Va»  Koughnett,  Ouraitd, 
Burnhani,  Cameroi^  IbabinsoD,  Howard)  JoDeSf  DJellw— 13. 
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Nays,  Mr.  Caaey.     Carried  in  the  JiffirmatiTe,  by  a  majority 
of  twelve,  and  the  Bill  signed. 

An  Act  for  preventing  certain  Meetings  within  this  Provhtee. 

"  Whereas  the  election  or  appointment  of  assemhliea, 
purporting  to  represent  the  people,  or  any  description  of  the 
people,  under  pretence  of  deliheradng  on  matters  of  public 
concern,  or,  of  preparing  or  preaeaUng  petiUoni,  com- 
plaints, remonstrances,  and  declarations,  and  other  addresses 
to  the  King,  or  to  both  or  either  Houses  of  Parliament,  for 
alteration  of  matters  established  by  law,  or  redress  of  alleged 
grievances,  in  church  or  state,  may  be  made  use  of  to  serve 
the  end  of  factious  and  seditious  persons,  to  the  violation  of 
the  public  peace,  and  manifest  encouragement  of  riot,  tumult, 
and  disorder. 

"  It  is  hereby  enacted.  That  all  such  Assemblies,  Com- 
initteesj  or  other  bodies  of  persons  elected  or  otherwise  con* 
stituted,  or  appointed,  shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be 
unlawful  Assemblies;  and  that  all  persona  giving  or  pub- 
lishing notice  of  the  election  to  be  made  of  such  persons  or 
Delegates,  or  attending,  voting,  or  acting  therein  by  any 
means,  are  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor, 

**  Pnrotdeiiaftra^j,  That  nothing  in  this  Act  contmned, 
shall  impede  the  just  exercise  of  the  undoubted  r^ht  of  Hit 
Majesty's  subjects  to  petition  the  King  or  Parliament  for  re- 
dress of  any  public  or  private  grievances."  , 

York,  N<yt.  37,  1818. 

At  three  o'clock  this  day,  hia  Exc^lfiftey,  the  XJeutenant- 
Govemor^  proceeded  in  state  to  the  Legislative  Coitncit 
Chamber,  where,  th^  House  of  Aasembly  having  been 
summoned  to  attend,  his  Excellency  gave  the  royal  assent 
to  the  Bills  mentioned  below,  and  closed  the  session  vritb 
the  following  speech :— ^ 

Sonourabh  Gentlemen  o^  Uw  LfgislfUive  Council,  and 
tfleniiemeu  of  the  House  of  Aisembhf, 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  alteration  has  occurred  in  tha 
state  of  His  Majesty's  indispositioii. 
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You  have  afforded  seaionable  aid  to  the  constituUon  hj  ' 
your  Bill,  Entitled,  "  Jn  Act  for  preventing  certain  MeO- 
ingi  vBUhin  this  JProtinee."  It  ia  a  subject  for  deep  regret, 
that  the  constitutioo  should  have  stood  in  need  of  such  aid ; 
but  let  us  hope  that  the  good  disposition  of  His  Majesty's 
•ubjecta  will  put  an  early  period  to  thi*  unhappy  necessity. 

If  any  portion  of  the  people  of  this  province  be  indeed 
aggrieved,  they  are  well  aware  that  a  dutiful  petition,  pro- 
ceeding from  themselves,  would  find  easy  access  to  the  foot 
of  His  Majesty's  throne. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  AssevAl^, 

I  thank  you,  in  the  name  of  Hia  Majesty,  for  the  supplies 
you  have  grauted  for  the  service  of  the  current  and  the  en- 
suing year. 

Id  future,  I  hope  to  relieve  you  from  the  annual  demand  for 
the  support  of  the  Surveyor-General's  department. 

You  have  added  to  the  character  of  the  province,  by  the 
unamoious  expression  of  sentiments,  which  are  highly  worthy 
of  the  enlightened  representatives  of  a  free  and  generous 
people.  I  could  not  refuse  mystilf  the  pleasure  of  trans* 
mitting  your  Resolutions  to  Hia  Majes^'s  government,'  well 
convinced  that  they  wonld  prove  grateful  to  the  royal  per- 
sonage who  presides  over  it;  and  confident  that  they  will  be 
received  with  affectionate  approbation  by  every  deacriplion  of 
your  fellow-subjects  in  the  mother-country. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  and  Gentlemen, 
There  are  a  few  objects  of  general  importance,  which,  had 
the  public  mind  been  tranquil,  I  should  have  brought  before 
you  early  in  the  session*  Of  these  I  shall  meolion  one, 
which  appears  tome  to  require,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  your 
calm  and  deliberate  consideration:  I  mean  the  providing  a 
remedy  for  the  unequal  pressure  of  the  Road  Laws.  By  of- 
fering at  present  this  subject  to  your  notice,  I  hope  to  bene6t 
by  the  attentioa  you  will  be  pleased  to  bestow  upon  it  during 
the  recess. 
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'  After  which  the  HoDourable  llie  Speaker  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  announced  that  the  Parliament  was  prorogued 
to  the  Sd  of  January  next. 

Canadians!    Reflection   on   the  above  extracts 
nay  still  be  of  use  to  you.    Th6  convention  which 
I  had  assembled,  not  only  was  lawful,  but  did  any 
thin^  but  what  was  seditious.    It  referred  its  cause 
to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Assembly,  and  thus 
was  it  treated ! !  Your  liberty  of  meeting  by  deputy 
was  no  sooner  taken  away  by  your  own  represen- 
tatives, than  I  was  committed  to  jail,  and  deprived 
of  liberation,  on  application  by  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus I!    Thus  tyranny  goes  on  from  worse  to  worse ; 
but  tyranny  could  not  exist  in  any  country  were 
the  people  virtuous:  and  you  may  think  of  that  till 
we  meet.   The  foregoing  pages  wUltellyounot  only 
what  I  have  been  doing  since  my  arrival  from  Que- 
bec, butyou  will  be  able  to  judge  of  my  sentiments 
and  pursuits  for  more,  than  SO  years  back,  from  the 
various- extracts  I  have  produced  of  publicatioDs  at 
different  times  ;  and  I  do  challenge  the  world  to 
present  proofs  of  any  one  being  more  constant  to 
principle,  more  peaceable,  or  more  consistent;  yet 
I  am  the  man  whom  your  parliamentdenounced  as 
the  "  one  factious  individual."    The  poor  creature, 
who  is  above  reported  as  xndkin^tf^buildit^  skak* 
to  its  very  base  with  applause,  never  had,  and  has 
not,  a  conception  of  the  good  which  you  might  have 
experienced,  had  a  commission  come  home  four 
years  ago,  when  I  first  recommended  that  measure. ' 
,Vour  civil  list,  your  claims  upon  government,  could 
all  have  been  paid  before  now,  by  good  management, 
out  of  the  rich  stores  which  nature  has  provided  in 
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the  province ;  but  these  must  Jay  hid  till  common 
sense  and  manly  conduct  take  the  place  of  iterance 
and  vapity.  1  ara  told,  that  since  your  parliament 
met,Sir  Peregrine  Maitlandhassent  homea  message 
respecting  the  dispute  with  the  lower  province,  no 
doubt,  to  be  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  throne*,  where 
such  messages,  and  many  of  the  trashy  addresses 
of  your  pavliament  have  been  laid  again  and  again, 
without  ever  having  been  heard  of  in  this  country, 
I  am  told  that  your  Assembly  has  resolved  not  to 
grantsupplies  this  year  till  the  alien  act  is  repealed. 
It  is  aH  wretched  trifling.  The  province  will  con- 
tinue a  sink  of  corruption,  sycophancy,  and  mean- 
ness,  till  the  Imperial  Parliament  takes  its  state 
into  consideration ;  and  I  have  now  drawn  up,  to 
be  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons,  by  Mr. 
Hupie,  tiie  following  petition,  written  since  I  read 
of  the  building  being  shaken  to  its  base  with  the 
oratory  of  Jonas  Jones,  of  Brockville,  lawyer, 
M.  P.  and  Esq, 

•  Since  Uie  aboTe  vas  written,  a  New  York  paper,  of  the  8th 
Af  F^niuy,  ]ias  arrived,  contaiDiog  tliB  FoUowiDg  aiticle: 

"  Uppbs  and  Lowkr  Canada, 
"  IMfficuUieg  have  for  some  time  existed  between  the  two  Fro< 
TiDceB,  on  Hu  subject  of  datiea  received  at  the  port  of  Qaebec. 
LoRt  yeu,  CoDunittees  &om  both  Provinces  met  at  Alontreal,  in 
Older  to  settle  this  buaineaa,  but  adjourned  without  effecting  any 
thing.  We  now  find,  by  the  York  (U.  C.)  Obsbrtee,  that  ths 
Attorney  Gtenerol  of  the  Province  is  to  proceed  forthwith  to 
England,  as  a  Commissioner  to  present  the  Addresses  of  botll 
Houses  of  die  Proviacial  Parliament,  upon  tbe  subject,  to  the 
King.  The  mm  of  300&  doUan  hat  been  i^ipiDpri&ted  fw*  his 
Aonriwh''. 
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To  THE  Honourable  thb  Cohhoni  of  the  Uhitbd 

KiNGDOU    OF    GbEAT   BritAIN    AMD     IbELAND    IH 

Parliament  assembled. 


PETITION  OF  ROBERT  GCHJRLAY, 

HUMBLT  BHEWBTU, 

That,  your  petilioner  has  had  presented  to  your  honour' 
able  House  two  petitiona,  calling  attention  to  the  state  of 
,  Upper  Canada  as  it  concerns  emigration.  That  these  pe- 
titions were  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed :  one,  on  th« 
J  1th  July,  1820;  the  other  on  the  a7lhJune,  1821  ;  and  lo 
these  your  petitioner  would  still  refer*. 

Hiat,  yttur  petitioner  now  presents  himself  before  your 

*  On  first  Bdawllng  out  tbe  aboTe  petition,  I  allowed  myself 
to  enlarge  on  several  points  beyond  what  the  nature  and  limits  of 
a,  petiuoD  could  properly  admit :  several  passages  were  accord- 
ingly thrown  out ;  but  it  may  be  well  to  quote  some  of  these 
now,  for  the  sake  of  illustration.  They  shall  be  numbered,  to  dis- 
tmgoish  them  from  other  notes. 

Ne.  1.  "  Thsit  by  perusal  of  the  former  «f  these  petitioaa,  your 
honourable  House  will  find  that  your  petitioner  was  most  cmellj 
treated,  in  Upper  Canacla,  under  colour  of  a  provincial  statute,  ap- 
plicable only  to  atieua  and  outlaws: — that  he  was  cast  into  jail,  and 
deprived  of  his  nghi  of  liberation,  en  application,  by  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  although  it  was  expressly  declared;  by  Mr.  Pilt,  iu  his  H*- 
jesty's  name,  on  the  4tk  Bbrcb,  I7S1,  when  the  Bajai  Message  waa 
read  to  the  House  of  ComnonB,  desiring  a  constitution  to  be  given 
to  Canada,  that  '  the  habeas  corpus  act  was  already  law,  by  an  ordi- 
nance of  the  Province,  and  this  invaluable  right  was  to  be  continued 
as  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Constitution.'     (See  vol.  ii.  p.  4.) 

*<  That  your  petitioner  conceives  this  single  violation  of  constl- 
tntional  right — this  flagrant  disregard  of  law  and  principle,  Is  snffi- 
deot  to  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  by  year  honouraUe  House,  iato 
Ike  state  «f  Upper  Canada ;  but  he  aMerte  that  not  only  this  act  of 
violation  has  been  comtnitted  in  the  Province,  but  others,  by  which 
.  loth  person  tuul  property  have  been  rendered  ii 
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honourable  House  on  broader  grounds.  He  would  now  call 
attention  not  only  to  the  state  of  Upper  Canada,  but  to  that 
of  our  North  American  colonies  in  geueral ;  colonies,  which, 
since  llie  revolutionarjr  war  of  America,  have  been  main- 
tained at  an  enormous  expense  to  this  couutrjr,  without  yield* 
ing  it  a  farthing  of  profit. 

That,  at  the  present  crisis,  when  it  is  allowed  hy  all  that 
economy  and  retrenchment  are  essential  to  the  salvation  of 
the  empire,  the  mere  saving  of  expense  must  be  deemed 
matter  of  importance ;  but,  your  petitio;ier  asserts  that,  not 
only  may  all  expense  in  governing  North  American  colonies 
be  saved,  but  that  these  colonies  ntay,  if  properly  governed, 
yield  a  considerable  revenue  to  Britain. 

That,  your  petitioner's  opinions  on  the  subject  have  been 
formed,  not  only  from  personal  observation  during  a  resi- 
dence in  Upper  Canada,  but  A'om  h  continued  correspon- 
'  deuce,  siuce  then,  with  that  part  of  the  world ;  a  constant 
attention  to  occurrences  connected  with  the  colonies  ;  and 
much  reflection  on  die  constitution  tliereof;  the  stale  of 
property,  and  state  of  society  therein. 

That,  your  petitioner  assumes  it  as  an  almost  self-evident 
proposition,  that  North  American  colonies  cannot  be  retained 
to  Britain  for  many  years,  on  principles  less  free  and  inde- 
pendent than  those  which  govern  the  adjoining  country.  He 
is  assured,  that  before  many  years  go  by,  these  colonies  must 
either  he  declared  independent,  and  be  held  in  comtcsion 
with  Britain  by  liberal  treatment  and  the  interchange  of  fa- 
vours ;  or,  they  must  fall  into  the  arms  of  the  United  States, 
and  become  part  of  that  already  too  extensive  and  aspirii^ 
republic. 

That,  your  petitioner  is  most  positively  assured,  that  the 
latter  alternative  would  not  be  agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  the 
colonists :  that  the  former,  on  every  account,  would  be  pre- 
ferred, and  is  therefore  worthy  of  countenance  from  the  Im- 
perial Parliament ;  as  the  result  equally  concems'the  honour 
and  the  interest  of  the  nation. 
That  your  petitioner  ia  aware  that  the  colonies  are  not  jat 
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ripe  for  independence, — that  they  are  yet  deficient  both  in 
physical  strength  and  mental  ability;  but,  were  the  mere 
promise  of  independence,  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  granted  to  - 
tbcai,  be  is  assured,  ibat  all  chanceof  war  would  cease  in  that' 
quarter  of  the  world ;  and  were  certain  arrangements  made 
with  the  government  of  the  United  States,  an  immediate  and 
great  reduction  of  our  military  and  naval  establishments 
might  take  place,  while  a  vast  quantity  of  warlike  store* 
might  be  spared  for  other  useful  purposes  *.  ' 

*  2.  "  That  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  it  is  greatly  to  be  de- 
Bir«d,  that  our  North  American  colonies  should  be  reared  up  into 
a  nation  apart  from,  and  independmt  of,  the  United  States,  Tba 
people  of  these  States  have  not  evinced  that  pure  and  manly  spirit 
which  might  have  been  expected  from  them,  enjoying  so  many 
blessings.  Their  shsllowaesshas^trayeditself;  their  vanity  has 
become  proverbial :  they  have  idolized  military  glory:  they  have 
saocdoned  the  deeds  of  a  murderer :  they  have  blighted  the  hopet' 
of  liberty :  they  have  sullied  the  fair  page  on  which  she  had 
written  her  name,  sanguine  of  an  asylum  in  the  weet.  The  his-- 
tory  of  the  world  has  told  us,  and  the  system  of  nature  seems  to 
require,  that  mankind:  must  be  truly  virtuous  before  all  come  int* 
unioD ; — that  nations  must  remain  apart,  while  the  finger  of  scorn 
can  point  with  efi'ect  to  each  other's  crimes, — till  the  adoption  of 
sound  principles  is  complete,  and  uniform  good  conduct  has  left 
no  occasion  for  a  blush." 

This  will  not  please  Americans,  but  I  cannot  help  that.  No 
man  ever  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  better  feelings  towards  them 
than  I,  After  travelling  in  the  United  States,  I  saw  reason  to 
check  some  of  my  fondest  hopes,  and,  till  the  approval  of  Am- 
brister's  murder  (it  should  go  by  no  other  name)  is  erased  from 
the  Journals  of  the  American  Congress,  I  shall  be  sorry,  indeed, 
t«  see  the  slightest  addition  made  to  the  power  of  the  great 
western  republic,  America  vrill,  probably,  divide  into  several 
governments:  that  of  the  Sea  Board,  the  St.  Xiawrence,  the 
Mississippi,  ftc,  as  common  interests  require.  The  most  doubt- 
&1  point,  for  speculative  opinion,  respects  the  slave  states.  The 
Convention  nhich  has  lately  Ht>  for  tiering  the  constitution  of 
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TbK%  there  xre  two  great  objects  which  demand  attentioii, 
^-ot^ecto  quite  sufficient  to  form  the  cement  oft  lastii^  con- 
neuon  betwc«DjBritBia  and  her  North  American  colonies, 
without  interference  on  the  part  of  British  Ministers  with 
their  internal  government.  The  first  regards  the  disposal  of 
public  and  unappropriated  land ;  the  second  the  regulation 
of  commerce. 

Tha^  the  first  of  these  objects,  viz,  the  disposal  of  land,  is, 
of  all  things,  perhaps,  most  worthy  of  attention  from  yom 
honourable  House.  It  is  an  object  which  never  before  has 
been  brought  faii'l;  into  public  view;  but  which,  wbea  duly 
considered,  must  appear  of  great  impCHrtance,  not  only  as  it 
may  tend  to  national  a^;raiidizeDK«t,  but  also  be  instra- 
mental  in  advancing  the  limiti  of  cirilioatioB,  and  in  imprortng 
the  conditidii  of  man. 

Tfaaty  hitherto,  public  land  has  been  disposed  of  in  a  way 
which  has  at  once  sunk  its  v^Iue,  and  prevented  its  imjlrove- 
meot.  No  Cotnidertrtk»i  hn  yttt  been  bestowed  on  li  tnost 
important  principle,  «hich  not  only  rules  the  vtJae  of  Unded 
pfdpertj,  but  which  nlay  be  studied  to  advantage,  for  the 
iMnafort  add  prosperity  of  those  who  are  to  occupy  and  cnl- 
tivate.  In  Canada  lai^e  portions  of  land  are  set  aside  for  the 
ftlture  purposes  of  government :  large  portions  are  set  aside 
fixr  the  maintenance  of  a  dominant  church,  which  has  not 
even  a  chance  of  being  established ;  and  large  portions  are 
^ven  away  in  favour  and  for  fees  of  office,  to  individuals  who 
never  think  of  cultivatiug,  but  who  depend  on  sales  at  a  re- 

the  state  of  New  York,  has  allowed  of  Blacks  participating  in 
dvil  rights.  Tins  will  not  soon  be  conceded  in  the  slave  states? 
nor  wonld  it  be  proper,  without  previous  preparation.  Sliat,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  will  speedily  be  set  about  The  approval  of  Adn 
hrister's  murder  must  not  be  aserihed  to  the  natore  of  the  Go' 
vemment  of  America,  but  to  the  low  character  of  the  peoplm 
It  was  their  representatives  in  CODgreas  who  tpjoond.  The 
Senate,  composed  of  better  educated  individuals,  disBpproTed ;  this 
is  matter  for  impoitant  r^ectien ;  it  id  ohewiag. 


n,g,t,7i.dt,G00glc 


note  peviod  of  tim/  tMi»  mttuti  MtAen-  u%  in  con- 
w^utttf  nmonA  ab  lu  fm^t  fca  it  fa  i<nwi»<ilil»  faf 
llMn'to oakiMUimA  mbkm^ and piofit.  Vkntaleffadtf 
«f  4b|i»--diapMiiig'«f  had  n  'deki^sp  ewtoed' byboatnitifig 
6w»di 'witb  thai  oootagvotw  pBCi  bfitbpUBitad'.Slitak 
TFhnbifaava  iMcn  Battled  Omd^  7eBt83kterldian'GKiwd«y"biit 
■iKodj  the; »e dwee  littiM  more- ^ofHilpi^/inl, laid' dm* 
H  four  bme*  aion  nluaUfti  -TltcM' nsaltB  kBJre<maiiiij 
sprang  Abb.  Ae:4lifiar«a«' amdet'Of  diipOMig  oi-fwb^ 
landi.  Id  ihe  States  it  is  exposed  to  free  sale,  at  tbe  rate  of 
one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre  ;  and,  by  the  official  return* 
vi:  hatjtMr,  pntduc«d>a'  reyohis 'of  <tM»^BHUiDB  wd^in 
ImadMd  thonfliod doUara *.  ]DCaaada/lheveiyprf)iW»*,fff 
dis|Mwiag  «f  land  hy  GonmteMtf  U  attaidad  ^fi^b  iMi  l» 
ifaepubKc.  !..■■■■    .>■:■■:  ■■  ,■]  ■..[. 


'  *Hie  sbore  is  quoted  ftom  an  attictaiii'lhe  TR4fMM.A;'of 
JiKOAHT,  1893,  which  it 'ahbgetber'w^  worAy  of  it  phKWhMW' 
' '  "The  Report  of  thrfSerabtaty  of  Oe  United  Gftat^  TreMWy 
to'tiibHouseof 'BeptMehUfiVes,  hssrmebed  tUv-etiaatry..  -Tk« 
Fofioiring'ia  th«  tccouiit  of  Asiencan&aiilSM,'iiiia«rJh6  betdtof 
receipt  and  expebditare.  ' "   '  .     i' :.  .■.■-•■) 

fUlCSIFT.  s^Luai, 

GttstonM          -r-  14^000,000 

Salnoflsnd  —  1,000,000 

Other  receipts  ~~  510,000 


«XPBNBIHJM. 

nOLUBS, 

Debt             - 

5,745,857 

Army          .  ■ — 

5,108,097 

Navy       .    ,  — 

3.453,410 

Civil  expeiue* 

I,fl64.3e7 

14,947,001 
Balanoe.  U0%S.» 


,  l«,lJp,(X» 


CoDvertedintotterling  money,  the  United' States inMlne  smonM 
to  J^3,634,7fiO,  and  ito  expenditttre  to'-  J^3;SS3,S21.  The  ez- 
peodi^re  of  the  Vtatei  States,  including  the  iaterest  cii  ihe  ith^ 

fi         "'''''  ■'■'    '""'  ■'■■"■■ 
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That^  the  moM  aMlanefaaly  cflbct  •!  the  UNUw^ty  diR- 
posal  of  ]a»din  Upper  Gatnilq,.iB.d]at^ofdcgMAagtb«p«»- 
frtet'  ScattBffedomr  UiepronanBllbentt-ofricTCn  totki 
fqiWe  BHle,  they  htm:  Aot  only  bcii  iiii«b)»lf-aD-<i{ival« 
ki^'ranl  atoaomjf  but  Inre  rtfropubd. »  civUisaiiaii  wa4 
uoral'warfb.  Tbc' JBritirii  Pkritatttrat  liiitrally >-caofemd 
ealhepcApleof  Upper  CnMda  *  free  oMUlittitioo — liberty 
to  tDRke  kws  for  tkemadves,  ami  to  upheld  An  puraat  piin* 
c^Im,  of  f reedofli }  but  in  ignnaace  *  atx)  digmbitioii  diey 


KthbftriiMt'ofHi-tAMof  thcebtfrgvinQiMt'fintaiit  for  ths army 
tBdodiBg  ttb  nillliLy  paM'bf  theonfeuaaa)  iIsim'  Kxeimin 
of  tkacba^e*  of  thtidebt,  ^.«M«'ci?ll  ■•dtniUfeiry  ucpanw*^ 
the  United  StatM  is  about  ^,075^70,  nearly  the  Biita  wlltch  ia 
liiltewd  eway  w-thia-cQuatry  la  what  aracaUed  MitceUiaucau  ser- 
if^Qb  that  j»  to  aay.eTpwm*  tjdifj^  gf  Uie  c)»rp  {or  the  anpy, 
nafy,  wdoMnanoc^  Iha  aUowawe  td  the  royal  btuiy,  and  the 
wpwitff  of  ilip.^cntaiaUatiQn.nf  ji^tice,  Tlfe  ^ivil  •^•oaoi  of 
tin  United  £^te4a^•  £370,000:  tbft|s  of  £i)g|»a4,  which  cam 
lUidsr  the.  Ua^  «f  J^^f^anapus  ^er^ tees,  and  (^aifes  on  tb« 
cooaolidated  fund,  generally  amount  to  four  millLooa. 

*  Sioce  the  above  petition  waa  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  a  notable  proof  of  the  fgnorance  of  the  legislalon  of 
Upper  Canada  haa  been  laid  bafore  the  Houte  of  Peers.  Let  it 
tint  be  read  as  extracted  from  the  Tiubb  Newspaper  of  Maidi 
lat,  182S  ;  and  then  I  ^H  make  remarks. 

■     —     "  HousB  or  Loabsj  Pnanxar  28th. 

'  UpPEB  C-iKABA. 

'  *■  Earl  fiatiiurst  laid  on  the  table,  an  Act  of  tlie  LegilatiTe  Asaeta- 
S(y  of  tTppef  Canada.  We  uuderEtood  the  Noble  Earl,  who  spoke 
Hi  a  tery  low  tone  of  voice,  to  state  that  this  whs  done  in  cense- 
qnence  af'Bn  Act  of  Pariiament,  according  lo  which,  when  a  Bill, 
;wd«r  urbua  9wcuoutanc«ii,  ju«wl  the  Assembly  of  Vj^  CiHiaOa, 
Uwwvecesfaryt  Wara  i^  received  the  royal  assei^,  to  lay  a  copy 
tin  t{i$,  taj^le^fif  both  .RouacB  of  Parliam«pt.  ^tief  lying'  on  the 
tahle  thirty  (lays,  without  any  objection  being  macfe  iy  either  Hons^, 
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-At-batttf  l««»tob«  couBteraatsd'b<r-tte'nbilfafy'Tp»inr«f 


«bilfld.tluqk$ft9  mtbhpld  bi^MMiit...  f^lio  preseqt  le^lilice  bua- 
■are  of  the  Assembly  oF  U|)per  Cana^  has  i^emtce  to  &_  fomui 
«ct  of  that  Asfemblf ,  By  which  one-sevenlh  of  ihe  laods,  in  eiery 
tonoBhip,  vatf  appropriifed  to  A'e  iiEe  of  tbe  ^tesUnt  Chardi. 
Tfthi  pottMi  of  =MkC«»1  liA«n4e«  fn'At  miABtiiMbCcI  «f' fli!e  (Anrihi 
h<il  iiiiliiillHtiiiiliH  111'*  ■fpwHwiiiliMii  IonIiU  luid  UBwiriMnuM 
whetbertbennwiiuBgiut-««T«idhaaf  thelaud,  jtr^rf  not*  liufclo  ♦>  |Ui> 
5*jrineBtff,fjlfcB8,.  TVi^ifctuf  tlj,e,B>lt  vrmcfi^e.AQTrla^ff^'tbe 
table,  was  to  reingre  Oirae  d^bu,  by  declariiig;  Ihat  the  siz-i^T^nlbs 
were  not  iiable." 

'  fn  a'lotlM  dated  TUbuaarf  It,  l«tS,  tddnned  to'iM  Ijy'i 
mmbar  of  the  Uppw  Oatikdi  pulinaaiit,  Aanin  Londta,  it  tt 
irtitMj ."  X  ui  Sony  u>  nyk  that  a  bill,  wkicb  wb  pMsed  t»a-yeaM 
a^,  foi;  dwDg  itwiy  tlw  li^t  af  tithw  b  Upper  CaoacU,  bai 
nOTH*,  in  coDfonoity  to  the  conatitutioaal  act,  b«eo  anbrnittad  to 
the  Imperial  PBHiameat;"  «ad,  ia  coiuequeiice  of  this  neglect, 
(ba  uwe  tegiaUton  «f  Ui^wr  CBIladl^  atill  dreadiqc  titlua,  pasaed 
a  aacand  Bill  (aea  vol.  S,  p.  083.)  which  ii  &it  sow  laid  oa  th« 
table  of  oat  Home  of  Jjords.  -  Lor^  piesaire  lu  from  fixtlia|i  le^ 
^platopi!  In^Byaeqand  7flilipe^  thq  laadw  will  S^da  curioua 
crifigw  pQ  the  Upper  Canada  Statatei  atlffge.;  and  rhopaitmayi 
prove  feneially  userul  ia  making  people  oomider  Ibe  abaurtUty  of 
too  much  law.  In  the  eooneof  thirty  yeais  the  poqr  hodie*  af 
Upper  Canada  bare  abaolntely  bt^'d  ihemaelvea  in.  their  off*; 
folly  and  Slih  of  legiilatioo, — But  to  tbe  instance  befote  us.  The 
dread  of  tithes  in  Upper  Canada  qwung  out  fifthe  iral  «tatate 
which  was  enacted  there,  adt^tiog  the  whole,  lav  of  Fnglawlt: 
saTB  that  wbicb  regarded  baaknipta  aad  the  poor  (see  toL  S,: 
p.  113).,  It  was  argued, ,a{)er  thia  aUtula  yria  phased,  that)  as 
tithes  were  lawfully  diaira  ia.  Eag\ap^ergp,  tbty  might  be, 
dawn  in  Upper  Canada. .  Tbe  ^lljicy  was, ,  and  is,  ftu^  ibe  ,la<ti 
of  England  nl^ectad  Und  fcnoif^y'  ta  titb^,inBts^<of  only.- 
ftvUeting  tbe  piopw^  in  titbaa  upon  «aftain  Iwdfij.aaAt 
f  f  S 
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tttairgownbn;  «Dii -dier  iwve'  fabricaled  s«6cle«bbotatrff 
4iqne«f«l  to  nuxkhi  titnA.  Notber  persoa  nor  propcHy, 
indeed,  can  now  be  held  tecure  in  the  province. 

That,  Upper  Canada,  by  nature  the  fineit  part  of  Ame- 
t4c«^  Is  chiefly  "nlusble'  to  Britain,  m  it  may  be'  Bnde  in 
atiylum  for  her  redundant  population;  but  thii  greatest  good 
cannot  be  realized  from  the  wretched  state  of  property,  and 
■till  more  wretched  jurisprudepce  which  then  eziits.  Jgno* 
not  and  p«or  emigraBta  oriy^  settle  in  Uppei:Ganada,  while 
■Hwfao  have  wtalth  and  inteHigeiKw:  betake  tiieniBelves  to 
tbe  United  States.     ' 

That^  weft  public  institutions  equally  g<Md  rind  equally 
well  observed  in  the  province  as  in  the  States  of  America,  not 
a  man  wouUi  emigrate.from  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  lat- 
ter country  unlas*  vttnettA  by  tenac '  pecAilia^  ol^t:  that 
the  camnierciat  adrantagM  which  BrittuM  can  ani  df>e8  coa* 
ht  on.  ber  edoniea ;  the '  comfort  of  adhering  to  natural  -a(> 
IcgiaaevE  the  love  of  country  and  kindred ;:'tlw  mitHerOtts 


it  would  have  been  equally  ratiAnal  to  hare  supposed,  that,  by 
aiidplkig  the  ISwi  of  England,  all  land  in  Upper  Caaada-was  satv- 
jeet  to  pay  tbe.Iand  tax  of  England,  and  what  not.  Here,  liow- 
OTW,  we  have  a  ^wice-pasaed  Bill  of  Upper  Cansda,  lying  on  the 
table  of  tie  House  of  Lordsl!  waiting  for  the  royal  assent!!! 
Will  Ae  king  give  his  assent  to'  this  silly  concern,'  end  quiet  the 
groondlesh  feara  of  "bis  lieg^  subjects  of  Upper  Canada ;  or  con- 
nitt  his  own  dignity  in  refusing? 

]f  this  Bill  receivea  the  royal  assent,  it  is  possible  that  the 
moon-rakers  of  Upper  Canada  may  take  alarm,  and  send  bonte 
another  Bill,  lo  get  it  solemnly  declared,  ibst  the  moon  is  not 
made  of  gre^n  cheese,  and  never  can  be  deroar ed  by  church-mice. 

But,  before  the  BID  has  been  thirty'days  before  Parliament,  for 
approval  of  Lords-  and  Commons,  would  it  not  be  well'  for 
th«n  to  inierfere,  and  prevent  trouble  to  hH  Majesty  T  nay,  may 
We'not  hdpe  fltat'this  Itiry  £lplay  Af'^oVintib!  riUiness  may 
assist  is  obtaining  inquiry  into  the  stale  of  Upper  Canada  i  '  "  ' 
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DRHBSAI)  >  IKTB0D  UOIIION*  ■  •  CCOcltii 

d>r(nd;  th«  priAe,  tli«  glory,  the  honour  :oC  fwiaiwiwg  fa 
cQWifMya.wilh  ^  gTMitwt  natioa  upfxi  «artht— •alt- cm- 
^H«^  tOitttke  tbo  BfUuLfluigTHit  prefer  the  eolvnie*  kr«ii' 
di(eiil«a4t  but  witkbwrybBui,he  who'ihiBki  M«H,  annt 
n)iii4lWi)i.,th«M  for  adwuitagti' iliU:nic»d   ntariilc   tad 


.-Tbii^.jotfrf«tMiwMr.obaenrfld'ntiiirilegrM'the  imMbWis 
miunsntgeineiit  in  Upp«r  Caoada,  and  lent  home  communi- 
catioDt  to  be  laid  beJora  Lord  Bathant  on  the  subject,  but 
wMloMtawil!  lhatfae-ha»,'irittmi  (be lait lix  monthi,  cor> 
reiptHided  witb  the  coloeial  department;  hai  offered  to 
Bub[DiLilllproved.|)Uiu..of-  wylewaMtrbaa  tendered  fa»M>r- 
vicee  at  hove  or  abjmd  without  etBoluokent:  hai  offered  to 
contract  for  the  aettlement  of  lend  in  €!«nada^  and  pay  far  it 
at  the  nte  of  one-  dffUar  per  Mn,.«hilDb,-wtth  govovaiant 
pstropfgef  ^e  could'  e«sily  do^  :h9t  all  to  no  parpOK«  and 
be  iu>,w  atfi^  the>e  faqti  'to,  your  boitqurableH^nsfe,  a» 
nutter  worthy. of  public  notice  and  investigation.  Thou- 
sand! of  poor  emigrants,  kre  envuvlly  shipped  off  to  the 
colonies:  thousands  are  eitgulfed  in  misery  when 4iey. get 
diere,  and  all  for  the  want  of  arrangeiiienl,  which  miglit  at 
once  secure  comfort  to  individuals,  and  admit  ^f  profit  to 
tbe  oatioD;   ' 

That,  giving  independence  to  the  celonies,  and  withdraw- 
ing from  all  irfteHerencc  in  then-  domiestic  government,  is 
quite  compatible  with  our  retaining  the  right  of  disposing  of 
uoapproprieted  land,-  Md  drawing  i  revenue  from  Uieoce ; 
quite  compatible  vidi  tbb  colonists  remaining  under  Bri* 
tish  sovereignty.  Thi»  eouiitry  has  the  power  of  directtt^ 
the  current  of  emigration' to  any  of  her  cofomes;  and  all 
pimperty  wuslimprovA  in  value  as  population  becomes  more 
deiwe,  and  where judipi^us  aetdement  ia  made.  Hence  ther^ 
is  scope  for  mutual  benefits.  Colonies  may  grow  strone 
from  an  atCMiM'of  people ;  and  the  mother  country  may  go 
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opocliT 


oinsKBAL  'UfrHOboeviOK; 


<«frfovRgetmpiiigpitifit<iMi  tbt  luiA  ibt  wtttei  «W  of 
ber  Mdoadtirt  ^opuUtiod.  <      ,       ^  -         ■  -  ,  ' 

rlhAtt.  it  yfOuU  be- yMmSogiyau  p«titioatr  to  mttrwpift* 
mu\iBlsiMtj^»M.tit»m  bvpluu-of -Hiiigmtim>MidbetUa« 
«l«tlb  r  flibjctt  .to.  wUoU  >e  ~)Mi'de'^oNct'bi»MttM^R  Ibr 
«ffra(>«antv  Uedrefetrto^^'l'MtaowiAoMWldnettidM 
subject  of  conversation ;  the  great  increase  of  ^pldMna 
4«iue^|IMi>tortga»i}li^'aM-pa«oefii»fiwtiii««i  H^^pomu 

*  Tluiiicr^W9{pop#atkwJB^BiltfltiHtli«itt:^rBMi'atM 
^he  fcllowiog  tabte :  i  .    jj..,  .'.  ■,  .^'i  ■,   .  ,.■     ■.,. 


Wabs  .. 


AnDy,Navy,&c, 
'totals  ■ 


«,Sai^M  I   9,S9^8t7 


10,472,048 


'  #ir,7«S 


lf,t>5A,3b3 
640,600 


14,069,677 
Slp,OO0 


14,378,^7 


i..,.:i«iw!«,<>/4>sp»ta%fflti,y»i«i«»iB. 

-  i'"o.^ 

.,  18» . , 

ii*m.;^ 

:  ,ieso. 

■< 

.  .«,«9.»0,  , 

.■fiotm 

ic,T,>M;B03 

II^U,IM 

,  In  Mj  Mle(l«f  !<fm  "mjliiuil  Sum,  di4>dNwtt,b».mlt 
1»1,  Fepljiig  to,  queijej.  5i>iU«»)i(i(,|iiipiimii,n.|te.i,it  i.  ,,««, 
•.'The  four  ye,i!jnp„di.t4jr  *lr>UUl..«m,»itk:a,cpi  Bm 
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GHHUii  ju^ '  immooucTiaif .  ecerir 

ta:i»ntt.Wpvme  of  UBOotiapwd  .lAMJ-,oriMi.«Uabif)tln 
|»le«»Ml  Pr«nd«ilG0  tfakt  At  <BMnfi  socfptt*'  ahraU  Mn^w 
HajMiwIa  to  Ireltod  oMiflaTOg  ^villi  a-miitfriwdpt^ris^ 
lis*:  tQ.Jin^qd  grtling  n>9ie  ua  jnoae  mowdwtivitb 
paiiptnj  «1k1  toiSMtlRnd  wbufeiiomldqcniai.lHm  Bodt 
fiofthlier  tniUiaMiaf  indwtriettt  xnd  vmpeOtMm  pnpleitii 
replemdi  the  nttfai  ha  t^eita^  tytiOiu  iKMeuiUdiiB* 
dast  population  miy  be  dispoied  of  to  individiial  as  well  aa 
to  public  advantage : — that  Britain  may  combine  the  eSoita 
of'ber chiUrMt,  uM-dirMr>ft  ]i^^  bail MmftUbtilMtlut of 
emigratioo  into  her  oolonios:  lkatWh)(''Aiby'-'«tf  on 'flMC-a 
M|hN|Ui0f,  baBeT^wwtewtefiy .wBpiwltf tort l :.tb»t.aaiew 
source  ■fiwaUMi  «i4.bap^iM^<'imy'  b»  bnA  (^Ma-~-«Botirpa 
at  9iice  pure  and  abiwdaht. 

That,  the  second  ereat  pbjec.t  ,soUciting,^  attention  £'qm 
your  bovourahlfl  Hoi^  irb-llvr  ■,rW|)iKtfPO,  Af  {KWHFWSff* 
wQuU  !;«  bMi  A  ^Mwl-wilb  a^gnadiairstei^,  •£  ■mgratiftnj 
andnn^UiMhbMied'aapriBMplwteqadly  liinpl^  hm> 
nt,'atid  pWUanedt.*  ' '  :  . .  ii  .  . :   ■   ■ 'i  ,:    ,.,-■:: 

That,  your  petitioner  holds  m  his  paiseasldti  official  docu- 
ments sent  home  from  Upper  Canada,  by  which  it  appear** 
that  legislators  of  that  country  aim  at  imposing  prov^giaj. 
dutiM  tbrotii^ut  both  (he  CawidaS)  Qe|p-ain;:f)lc*pi<odu«edr 
m.'tbe  UiMtM)  States)  and  Ksinular  deaani  hu  been  eviHde^ 
iM  TtSblMtoni  of-«  donnty- neetii^  of  Up^r  CbiaA.  'That 
this  distMsitibn  bf'thb  legislators  o/TTpptir  Cadtufa  betrayt 
equal  ignorance  ,of  the  policy  which  should  he  punned,  and 
of  tfa«  infp(Bctiabllity,«fex^i()J!fg  tli^eir  wishes,  seeii)g  tlutt 


annndly.    So^e  years  ^ee,  ihe  «nu^ation  would  jwobabfj'  Fall 
•hortoflCMXW." 

Dvri«S'ti»  Jaat.tfaiily-yews!AMiA'ea  hat  itotpnihablyseMitbd 
ffDn^JSon^  8,000  amigraiA.uiDMlly.  .Ha«ahstud«'tke(^«ra; 
Qodarin'ii  aswrtiw  steui-AiiBBM  •winyiH  ra^..ulcMaB«';ofi 
psfhiUlioB  tOiMDiQMfiinii  ..' '.-;'.  I  :■■.•:■  ■  z--.-:,- 
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ei^Ti  OKVERAI^  rsvvtowcTWts. 

■^mUalbsubi^cd  parttiof'ibtfiUiuletl  ittMM  FronrB^ 

bmdb>d»aBiy,&iimftuT«rfnipouibilt^»'Biitifa|MMnMM 
tba  .powat  of:a(ifi^iHg  Aa  p«cpl*«^llw  UutodStNtM 'wilk 
Wr  ■iM'V^M**''"'  JfM  of  tbnw  lwA7  dMiw  i* Udi  ate  nnr 
ImbdioB  tUm  m  At  part*  «f  tiM  RapubUc  *. 


,.  *.Op.<tiuMlii«».tW->l<^)Qt<rnff  vtid*  aifMncl  fen^tkftTh^ 
HKkUOh  i^!Tm,J*hvt,u^,_l89f.   ■.  ■,  .  -i  .  ,.,.    ,  ■,,-,    , 

•*  A' rtgaU^  file  «f  AMMbk  fa^«#  kkra  tan  M«U¥ed  WvaMn- 
iii«vl»te  SMIh«Ml)«^  fnn.vlMhiwa  MpT  tfcalMbwia^ : 

ra^it<fH,'Ae.  !i,i«ZI. 

'^  lOnlf  rnilen  wilt  recollect,  thit  in  the  idwtract  we  late);  nui^e  of 
tk«  nftteftbi  taken  befttvtlfe  ferWili  PaifinbM  laet'Miltn',  teUfir* 
Vtk«-liaibattndis'  it  wm  «tted  tlM*  tuaiiiiia-oPttriytB  weaW  fct 
Tiaiir^  «^.tki{ttw^fiMit;^  cfkwdi,.»iiA.tluhaU;tlabec<ADa 
•h^ped,  if  not  proved  to  be  the  growth  of  bji^  WjMWlj'^  W^.i^ 
wovid  be  nihject  to  di^dntiea, exacted. od  .^Di^r^ipiportFd  directly 
flrom  a  foreign  atate.     , 

'  *'  Thftugb  tbia  regulation  baa  beeu'  hi  fwce  only  Juriiig  tbe  pre- 
■ent  seaaon,  we  nodentand  that  aofaemek  liKTe  lieen  already  devfsed 
lb  ktti«dti|;e 'timbtvAnm  tbe  Valted  Slritetointo^lhelsWeriirofMMe, 
•Hd  tft  expiM  it  froni  di*M»  to: 'Sa^wd.  Mritb  cadftcHtai  idtadaiiigit 
tobqthe  gTQwth.of  .pt^k,  .1'ocVdctbi«ape«>flai)f,4r«pi^i.l*htcb| 
U'aiunp^)^,  mtal4  r^dlj  fnc^«^«jK  it  ia  in.  casteinjflatioii  to  Ana 
kD  assodatioD  for  the  pnrpocc  of  employing  aeTcrol  tnuty  indiTklDala 
dohg  the  frontlei  aod  elEcnBere,  wbou  bOftDeaa  it  will  "be  t6  wateb 
iHe  'iptriiJuteliuB  of  Amencui  timber' into  the  protinee,  tiodio  deteot 
and  potiiah  every  pctaon  who  may  ondetToar,  by  petjury,  to  procure 
certificate*  that  it  is  ofCaoadiaa  origin.  Thia  aaaoci^on  it,  we  on- 
dentaad,  alre*dy  numerovB  ;  anil  it  will,  donbtlesat  pr|ve  bcseBcM. 
in  guarding  the  Britiah  rcTCnue."  .     , 

ThaaBaociMJir  will  fawgfiril  and  wotaa;  than  idle  antpioyawnt 
iD-nf  CfniiDli;! '  ThHe  ivMW'plaM  itiien  tbe  .tin^ar,!  comiai^. 
froiD'ttae  UaitcdFSnte*,:canbagiiaidad  ntt  vt..tmaAy'^di^.i»r 
where  the  bonadary  line  sroMSB  takt  Chan^laiii^'tMidi  SmmilmX. 
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cmmiXL  iMTHofsiwnoiT.        cccclvii 

Tbt^-  lb«  bMt'poliey  of  Britaia,  is  to  nutn  IhA  jdnmIqM, 
«tQoebM'aMoUMr-Briliak(tmencc«  port*,  iAelKbanga  for 
qTBhwufacf  ie»,--wtthbat  queititm  rs  to  origin.  The  grwtfd 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  pouession  of  than  povti, '  fmto 
M  HMHtUpainoBOpoir-of  trade,  and,  wilk  libenl  legitlklioiv 
tbi*  mtyW-nnied  t» an' cxtaat,  hitherto  OMthtr •cperieiMed 
bM-  'coMfiBplttad.  By  liberal  .memuuea,  the '  port  of  Qurt>ite  ~ 
may  apeedily  beooine  the  greatart  in  AoMriot,  if  not  tn  the 
world— ■  port  what*  wa  ma;  give  and  receive  to  an  uniiati^ 
tMlimt  I  pert  boMng  outto  tia4h«' power  of  reaping;  the 
■ImoBt  MhraHtage  fnin  Aluerioan  tmdb;  without  aaj  tirfBeidm 
BMddliag  witb'tbe^emeitio  poltticflof  Uwt  oouatty,'>— k'port 
llireii^  wfaioh'tfae  parent  aWowouM^be  -fttr-evCr  kbleto 
Aoyriih'her  progeny  aod  mppty  her  :cuito«ten; — where  tb^ 
people^of  Brilaja  tod  Anerit»  woald  meat  in  the  e<g<^meBt 
«f  peeipfMnl aceonDnodatien.  <"  ■  .    ^    .  ;.,.,..'. 

'  HVt,ithttl»e'«haage  in^^  hw^  whicb  tegiita»t»  tbe  tim- 
ber trade, 'laaUei*- it  iJMfeiimnediatelf  meessary  to  ttttnd 
tD'Our«*laMil  ind -ibipping'  iateretta.  Wen  V/kenl-  pria- 
ciploa ad^tf ed;  were  tke^oomLlaw  ameaded,  and'^frea 'salcr 
of 'graia.and^oar  ooming-fromotir  ciJqnits^  allowed^iaiidiia 
eounlry,  on  payment  of  a  fixed  duty,  an  ioiUnt'renvaL:  of 
tra4ewaiild  .beeijperieaoedt  and. by  and  by. we  afaoiltdi  wtt- 

h^u  thfi^ ]i^  t^ ,be  t^ery  large  (]aaiititie»iof  timber  KfltitD  ^oe-. 
bac  At  a  thoiiiNind  other  plao^  it  can  ba  haoted  aqroae  the  lime,. 
or  fioaled  down  the  water  bouadaries,  without  the  poasibility  of. 
detection,  when  people  on  each  aide  of  the  boundariea  have  ania^. 
tereat  in  playing  into  each  osier's  hands.  While  the  attempt  to 
restrain  importation  of  this  bulkiest'article  will  be  in  ^reat  maa- 
sare  nugatory,  the  attempt  to  restrain  importatioa  of  grain  into  .Ca- 
nada will  be  quite  aa  The  importation  of  tea,'&o,  from  the 
UAi  ted  Stated,'  ia  Wbidden,  but  it  is  altogether  farcical.'  I  have* 
been  tdid  by  respectable' merchants  of  Upper  Canada,  tbat  nhie- 
toitbs  cfflt^h  goodr consumed  in  Canada,  come  from  thelThited 
Btalet^  l^vf)^  the  fair  trader  no  i^anee.  Why  then  Iceep  iip'a 
rastritltrfl'iystttobnlylobegefrbguety'f  ■  :    ■  :  . 
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otioolvjii     .  oiiNBA.bi.' jmrRODitOTOar. 

a«u  up*  iMoaicuU  oaiwequeiicai ;— luwtwfm^.'  oMatiHiffkMi 
mad  denuid:  rite  of  firice  botk  ift  Hoim  >*d  •Woadt  «e 
ibiHild  »ee  c<HifiileBce  reitorwl,.  and  pleatf  gwng  kaadtin- 

JkWid  withp««GC 

]M«Hf«  £biuabianiia»ifrbin  niHy  at.the'tbeonKBttiii  of  im^ 
it-M.,9«W>l(K>:T0flnu%.lbM.  ibe,  ulstiog  cbm  .lfHr'<Mtut.iM 
M«d(fi9(l.:ori  npnUd.  .  Laohmg  ■  fm-wmd.  to  chuig^  ud 
H^ppoun^it  woeHW^„tli»la  laotiboiu  ttat&of.  U^ings  mut 
l>li  adbsried- 1«,  jo«r  felttioacK  fannUytlMga  fattptewAMt 
bi/i  ofitaioa^  thnt  no  cbuga  .coold  cicrjiwilh  ttnida  b<tn«< 
fifd/klrmdUf  a>  the  permiauat  of  .fne  ttudeMiA  qwr  coio- 
^>*.  W  ^  pt-ytn«iit  of  fixed  duties..  It  woultLat-oiKit;  gin 
fi.n)04«i{hil}!taoiiC^pping;.  ;m^  ttta; direct nraolidi  and 
McilFe  A«d  inCBCPW  tfae'  vslue  ef  om  .fordgn.  pasMstioDk- 

That,  ;our  petitioner  has  in  bis  hRods,  docwneDti^  signed 
by  nutty  hauittit  of  tb«  reuAent  iMckovmcrs- of ,  Upt>er 
CwMtdHi  fn>Bi«bHbit,iBii7'be'|^rowd^  ihirfi  wbii*  ,cto ■  now 
bagioWB  a  dwt  country  fer^f.  per  buiW;!— Jb«  coald 
■bew,  ibat  with  odi^ia  chenges  in  ike  state  of  projtsrty,  m 
thaip»vKr  of  die  Impend  PaHMHoit  t»  inik«}  iktheHl  cawU' 
Im  grotrn  for  fli.  per  buAdl. 

ThA,  dow,  and  for  three  je^  bscl^  tfaa>co«t  of  briii|^ 
iriieat  from  Upper  Canada  to  Eaglaad,  bss  not  exceeded 
IZf.'per  tntsbet;  and  tbat  thus  it  may  be  afforded  'm  Bn- 
tish'porti  for  4f.  per  busbel.  That  *  diity  of  !«.,  Ss.,"3r.,  w 
whiKeTer  sura  may  be  foand  necessary  to  equalize  the  price 
wtlh  that  which  wheat  grown  at  home  must  sell  Jot^  to  ad- 
mit of  present  taxes  being  paid,  woiild  be  fair  and  reason- 
able; and  in  proportion  as  the  amount  of  duties  increased, 
Crovemment  might  free  the  ^British  farmer  of  part  of  his  load 
of  t^iijatioa.  The  American  farmer  wouldj,  from  the^e  of 
bis  produce  at  bomt^  be  enabled  to  purqliMe  British  loanu- 
^ctures,  British  manuia^tiqe*' would  tbcQce  m^Ity^  spd, 
l^  ipcreaaed.  confumption^  would  render  the  fo|)«ppt.ai]pfly- 
of  food  Dot  only  safie,  but  attenfuy.     Sfer  iftuMA*  »i4>|)b 
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OMiAig'from  British  cotonies  be  ever  withheld,  la  wtr^  aa 
dt'petoe,  hs  flow  tdwardsXis  would  be  tiotlAkot  trbd  secure  9i 
WbMty  indeed,  hm  BritBiU  fo  fbar  fMnit  ^ttaitie,'iF  flh«  w 
tfbend  M  her  cotoiHes, — if  she  suffers  corn  to  be  imndrted 
ftom  ^itMfa  America,  fmta  itie  Cape' of  Good  Hope,-  from 
N«ff  HoHaod;  imi  rrom  Van  Bitimen's  Land,  stttrject  to 
equalizing  duties  f  It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that,  bitfaertb, 
the  mppiy  of  grath  <knd-fii:iur,  frotn  AiAericfl,  has  never  been 
gnkt,  in  prbportioB  to'lhe  amount  of  honte  growth;  and, 
•t  no  time,  has  importRtioh  ttoai  ibenceV  been '  disli^a- 
tageotu  to  this  countrjr;  but  the  reverse.  Indeedj  all  Well^ 
regulated  trade  with  America,  must  leave  ua  a  profit, 
inasWuch  a^  it  give's  opportunity  for  our  cheaper  labour, 
and  our  superior  industry  and  skill,  to  exert  itself,  UnA  earo 
its  fair  and  natural  reward. 


-9.  **  Your  patitioner,  bred  to  farming,  woitM}a'diis'phM#nl- 
mAtfc,  that pariiameBttiy CommitteM  lulvd^beeailoofietidiiKisiM 
tb«  quealian  of ihk  idand  gnming  iOi  own  Ustd^oprn.  It  wmllf 
bebattov  in  iha  buD^le  oFf^**"  ^  f our  {latitio^er,  if  leM'lai)4 
waacul^valed,  and  more;  was  set  apart  for  the  keep  of  live  sfock. 
Aa  abundance  of  live  stock  would  not  ooljr  be  a  better  guard 
agunst  (amine  tban  the  precarious  supplies  of  harvest ;  but  would 
msore  a  better  average  return  from  fl  limited  tillage.  Brin'sk  faK 
tMM  bare generUlf  errad i^  ^Idoghing'ioottucb.;  ondrBttbepFe* 
jsottvnft.t^  ata  p)(iughing  to  ew^fro^  osoeasity.;  The^:  «ff 
^haugting  thear  laods,.  .^hile  theiE  live  stock  is  uijprofitably  dimi': 
nished.  It  ia  not  by  driving  the  plough  to  hill-tops,  by  toiling 
upon  barren  muirs,  or  wasting  h(«Ith  and  strength  in  unprofitable 
DOgs,  'diat  the  farmer  uicreases  national  wealth.'  Ir  is  by  bestoW^ 
Inghls  beat'attentionbA'tfae  best'toSSi'jBktleaWitg  tlM  wmtit'l^ 
chance  and  futurity.  If  the  Britisb  nation  possesses,  .iaeTet^y 
qitartai.  of  thft^obfi  ab^pdatiea  «f  &rtU&  land,  why  sho^ild'her 
legjalalors  coo^n^  eseition  to  a  mera  speck  of  the  empire  1  Whj 
^old  the  extiemitiea  be  chilled,  i^  by  free  circulation,  the  hrart 
can  be  strebgttiened  I "  ' 
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T^t,.tlier«  v«,.  new,,  iq  England,  »<m9  «f  4m  moit  r«i 
spectabje  Iwidrownwa  <^  Uppec  Canadk,  both  «r. the  Bii- 
tiih.uid  Indwa  na^on*,  who  «ia>  be  nUled  to  the  b»r  of 
your  honourable  Hou§e,  or  before  tny  -ooaiMilUtCjaloi^ 
with  your  petitioovr,  who  wUI'tubilfliitiRte  the  Uulb  of  what 
has  beat MJdabov^  aod  coafiim  ,Uie;<^iqio.H  of  >9ur.pe- 
titioaer. 

He  therefore  eaniMl4r'.>iitraiU«,'  that  yoar  bOBowable 
-House  will  lake  the  wbol^  i«to  cOiniidwatioiv  and  inatitute 
i|i4«U7  ioto  the  state  of.  Upper  CaqwJSi  and  other  coloniea 
4f  Bntaiq*  , 

And  he  shall  ever  pny. 

ROBERT  GOURLAY. 


March  8(A. 

This  petition  was  presented,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed)  tbe!S7th  February.  It  was,  pre;riousIy 
^ewa  to  all  iny  Caoadian  frieods  in  tpwn,  and 
hi^bty  approved  of  by  them.  Mr.  Hume,  bim- 
aelf,  went  over  it  twice  btifbre  it  was  ingtossed, 
and  obliged  me  by  correcting  it  as  often  with  his 
own  hand.  He  spoke  to  Mr.  Broughan^  on  the 
subjexft,  who  fldviB^d  tjelay  till  the  home  business 
w«s  further. advanced.;  but  1  pressed  the  presenta- 
tion, by  wny  of  laying  the  ground-work  for  an  after- 
motioD,  as  well  as  that  the  printed  petition  might 
be  perused  by  the  committee  appointed  to  revise 
t})e  coiTD  law ;  .apd  I  have  no  doubt,  that  it  will 
be  taken  into,  seriouit  consideration  by  tjitat  cpm- 
inittee.    .■■-...■:■■  i     .■    ■. 

There  are  but  these  words  which  requtre '  expla* 
nation,  *^  supposing  it  necessary  that  a  factitious 
state  of  thiings  must  be  adhered,  to ;"  I  wish  it 
clearly  understood,  that  I  do  not  tliink  it  neces- 
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8ary,  that  a  factitious  state  of' tbiags  should-  be 
kept  up  for  any  great  length  of  time.  Free '  trade 
with  all  the'  world  is  my  darling' wish.'  '"With 
free  trade,  mankind  would  speedily  cOiae  to  know, 
arid  agree  with  each  other,'  in  political  opibiod. 
They  would  discover  that  very  lillle  of  govern- 
ment interference  was  required,  for  the  protection 
of  pereon  arid  property:  that  these  could  be  pro 
tested  at  small  expense ;  and  that  ttie  mas^  of-  an- 
tiquated law  might  be  flung  ^Ide;  wrtfi  all'  i» 
trumpery  'expobnders  and  ex'^cutots.'  "Tlie  plan 
suggested  of  receiving  all  labd  produce  atQuebec,- 
without  question  as  to  its  origin,  would  mostas- 
stiredly  grve  us  a  vast  monopoly  of' trade,  and 
t^nd  much  to  confound'the  restrictive  system -of 
the  United  States ;  biirwcmld  British  subjects  ^Ql- 
tittiately.'and  in  general,  benefit  hythti?  I  say, 
no:'  the  Americans  are  willing"  to  fake  off^betr 
dtities  on  Birltish  goods,' as  soon  as  Britafn  chooses 
to  admit  of 'free  "ttadc.'  'Frfeft  trade,— ^free  Importa- 
tion' of  com'idto'  this  couiitiy  woulcf  not  only  give 
us  abiindahcie  of  cheap  food,  at  all  times;  hut  ea^ 
rich'  us  with  the  vast  deftjand  tor  manufectures. 
Population  would  then  increase  fester,  in  Btltain; 
than  it  has  yet  done  in  Atiierlcarl^t'  it  would 
create  no  misery ;  for  the  connexion  with  Amerr^a 
would  become  so  great  and  harmonious,  that  na- 
tural emigration  would  increase 'beyond  alt  prece- 
dent. The  moment  a  man  found  himself  not  fully 
employed  in  manufacturing  goods  for  exportation 
to  America,  he  would  be  off  to  that  country,  to 
cultivate  land,  to  continue  the  abundance  of  bread, 
at  homcj  audigivfe  better  employmeiUto'thoSe  left 

DK:,tPrJt,G00glc 


CCCclxii  08MSBAK.  INTRODUCTION. 

bahiodbioii  In  the  mean  timet  people*  on  both 
sidea  of  the  Atlantic,  would  be  getting  better  and 
hotter  ed  ucated — more  and  more  liberal  in  their  ideas 
— more  and  more  correct  in  their  conduct  and  man- 
ners ;  and  hope  might  be  indulgeidt  that  before  the 
continent  of  America  was  thickly  peopled  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific*  virtuous  rjeatraint  would  be 
quite  soffiqient  to  ke^  the  iBjcrease  of  population 
v^ithin  due  bounds :  t^at  no  physical  means  would 
b^rqquired.toctKC)c  it>  as  proposed  by  Mr.  jPlace*; 
and,  that  ft  would  i)o  longer  be  a  cause  of  vice  and 
mis^y,  CIS.  in^fsted  on  by  Mr.  Malthus.  :The  sen- 
sual pawi<ia  ocfH  be  governed.  £xunple,  habit, 
qejafimefit^  r«fraiinogiro)n  ffow  conversation,  keep- 
ing in  <!heck  -the  imi%niafion,  giving-  both  mind 
apd  body  pipper  exercise :— tbesfe  ue  sufficient  to 
raise  us  superior-  to  beastly  desire ;  and  the  point 
aboujd  not  be  gifen  up.  What  is  it  that  maintaios 
purity  .betwoen  hrothersand  sisterst  but  correct  sen- 
timental never  sufiiered  for«  moment  to  stray  ?  What 
is  &6  d^igblfnl  ^8  chaste  qpnverae  with  the  sex ! 
Unluflkily*  itJaitbetiaahioip  of  the  woild  to  laugh 
at  beasUyindulgenoEtr— toexcuse  it  in  others,  that 
>ve  m^y  find  excuse  for  oucselves';  but,  is  tbere, 
itpon.earthi  a  rake,  who  does  not  inwardly  rebuke 
hisMC^  fot.  his  folly— 'W ho  has  not  cause,  sooner  or 
l^r,  to.  repent  |of  eyefy  departure  ffom  rigid  virtue  ? 
For  myselfi  with  sufiMeqt  exiperience,  I  say,  no. 

Tbe  )M|wd  of  Goncea^ng  ; 
Bat,  ocb!  it  hardenii  a' vithin, 
And  petrifies Tlie  feeling.*'"'  '    ' 

':  -.    *  ina.ivelliinUiiti  HwiblAbpok,  juit  puUiehed. 


FoorBttrtib!  with  thy  s&am  and  ftneaatunl 
dupoaitiotav^o"* 'ongTi  bowTcspeotably,  howbap^ 
(Hlgrn^.you  bav«  lived,  but  for,  giving  way  to 
TicioilB  jadulgences'!  1 
.Canadians!     My  only,  wtfih  to  we  a  factitiou* 
state  of  tbiags  kept  up,  would  be  to  admit  of  our 
getting^  out  of  the  misert^a  in  which  a  factitioaa 
state  haa  uvelved  US.  Jo-tenyeaia  thiscould  be 
acoomplisbed.  A^  tea  years  we  could  safdy  open 
owr  ports  to  all  itbe  vroiid.    Id  these-  ten  yearsv 
were  my  adteme  of  ab<>Iisbbi9  pow  Jaws  (see  page 
Gxlii)  put  in  £xecutiwii  togeUner  with  a  grand  ^^^ 
tem  of  emfgrationi  levery  difficulty  might  be  got 
ovcr^erety  danger  atoided,  otiSI^  evil  corrected. 
Fm  such  a  period  only;  would  ^nigration  require 
assistance.     You  will  see  on  my  large  map,  lines 
of  oaBftIs,  roads,  Ste.  jTheae  wece  meant  to  illus* 
trate.  my  plans  <^  settletnenti  bad  I  finished  this 
work,  orobtained. the  couatenaace  of  Gioverament. 
Xbey:  run,  over  thartt  ten  millions  of'acres,  and 
there  is  there  room  to  settle  a<  million  of  people, 
wlio  might  be -profiMtbly  removed  from  England 
and  Irdajidrwbile^poorilaws  were- in  tbe  course  of 
beidg'pb<^lifihied,  wid  the  mass  of  the  people  pre- 
pared by  edwietiMi  to.tdte  care. ctf  ifaemselms  in* 
future.     WeftGwnrrtmivt  tD.cdiaflter  a  .company 
for  the  settlement 46  these  .tBn.lni'llions  of  acres,  a 
dt>llar  an  acre  could- :he'paid.farL  the  ilaody  and,  at- 
least,  doable  th&t.Eudi' made  by  tbe  company  in' 
less  than  twebty. years.     I  may.  here  observe,  that 
the  principle'  6b  which  these  irnpt'ovan>ents  aqd> 
settlements  would  proceed,  has  nothing  to  do  with' 
that  on  which  the  St.  Lawrence  navigation  could 
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be  exccutied,  8S  proposed  id  my  addrcMtes  from 
Niagara  jf^,  page  ccc^xicvij.  TIk  St,-  Lawrence 
navigation  cen  only  be  «xecut<ed  oda  grand  scale, 
by  the  imposition  of  a  land-taxj'  whiiih  wouMi  at 
same  time,  speedily  amend  tbe 'bad  stMeof  pro- 
perty now  existing :  but  that  must  rest  with  ytnir 
Parliament;  and  your  ParHametit  does  not  se^m 
to  ha^e  brains  for  thfe  'cotnpreheBsioa'Of  the  alnl- 
piest  rules  of  political  economy.'  W>e  faaye  just 
beard  that  it  was  prorogued  oB'thb  17fh  Jmuaiy, 
after  3,000  ilollars  were  allowed'  to  pay  the  er- 
penses  of  the  Attorney  General,  on  a  missioD  m 
this  ccuntty,  togietsktled,  your  qubrret'wifh  the 
lower  Provitice,  abont  dudesi!!  The^oqg4it  to  be 
no  duties  to  quarrel  about ;  but  1  hav0  no  patience 
with  this  consummation  of  trifling.  With  these 
3,000  dollars,  three  of  your  Members  of  Assem- 
bly n^ht  havd  bben  here  before  now,  tq  back  my 
petitiooi — to  have  insured  imstaiit  atieMiOD  to  the 
one  thing  needful-^iViaciRYiirTO  the  state 

OF  THE  PbOTIHCB.     '  i 

However  putly  is  the  ol^ot  i^r  whidh  the  At- 
torney General  is  coming  hoiDe,  it  Is  well  tbdt  he 
is  coming.  The  King  will  now  realfy  be  spoken 
to  about  Canadian  afiairs:  be  maat'consult. Parlia- 
ment; and  Parliament  thus  formtdty  oonsotted, 
Mr.  Hume,  and  others,  will  have:  opportunity  to 
advimce  the  more  impratant.quie^tions :  this  book 
will  be. more  generally  read;  and,  in  tbis  book> 
with  all  its  fauhs  and  imperfections,  thegreat  piin-' 
ciples  upon  which  Canada  should  be  governed, 
will  be  found. 
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While  in  Upper  Canada  I  published  four  Ad- 
dresses to  the  Resident  Landholders.  My  first 
has  appeared  above,  page  clxxxvi,  my  second  and 
third  will  be  found  in  vol.  II,  pages  471,  and  iSl, 
To  complete  the  set,  I  shall  here  produce  the  fourth 
and  last,  and  add  a  reply  and  duply  as  a  specimen 
of  the  political  warfare  which  I  had  to  wage  in  the 
Province.  These  extracts  may  give  rise  to  some 
useful  ideas  now,  and  shall  be  afterwards  referred 
to. 

NIAGARA  SPECTATOR,  May  27,  1819. 

TO    THE    EDITOR    OF    THE    NIAGARA     SPECTATOR. 

Niagara  Jail,  May  22,  1819. 
Sib, 
.  In  your  paper  of  I7U1  December  last,  I  announced  my 
'  intention  of  being  at  St.  Catherine's  on  the  SSlh  of  that 
month,  there  to  consult  with  those  who  should  honour  m^ 
with  a  meeting  on  the  subject  of  iNsT&ucTioiia  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  Parliamentary  Representatives,  prior  to  the 
sitting  of  their  next  session,  intending  to  take  my  departure 
forthwith,  for  England,  iu  the  mean  time,  being  arrested 
and  served  with  an  order  to  quit  the  province,  it  became 
necessary,  io  defence  of  my  honour,  to  delay  departure; 
and    I  informed  the  people  who  met  at  St.   Catherine'!, 
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that  it  might  be  better,  under  changed  circumstances,  to  delaj 
entering  on  the  subject  of  Instbijctiohs,  and  ibatl  should 
first  deliver  my  senCifflent^  through  the  medium  of  the  newi- 
papers,  in  a  series  of  commuoicBtions  on  the  constitution 
and  political  circumstancea  of  Upper  Canada.  Shortly 
after  this,  being  arrested  and  committed  to  jail,  I  judged  it 
proper  to  allow  some  time  for  the  public  mind  'to  reflect  on 
that  eittraordinary  occurrence.  Only  a  few  weeks  had 
elapsed  when  the  whole  magistracy  of  the  district  appeared 
in  amis  against  me ;  and  in  the  number,  many  of  those  who 
had  shewn  the  greatest  zeal  in  the  cause  of  inquiry,  prior  to 
the  arrival  of  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland  in  the  province.  It  was 
impossible  not  to  feel  damped  with  such  experience;  and 
I  must  confess,  that  for  some  time  a  degree  of  melancholy 
rested  on  my  spirits.  Truly,  it  may  be  said,  "  If  the  salt 
hath  lost  its  savour,  wherewith  shall  it  be  salted  i" 

Seeing  that  parliament  is  now  summoned  to  meet  on  a 
very  early  day,  my  pledge  to  the  people  of  St.  Catherine's 
has  been  called  to  mind,  and  I  have  set  about  an  attempt  to 
redeem  it.  1  have  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Residmt 
Landowuers  of  Upper  Canada  (herewith  sent  you  for  pnb- 
lication)  and  would  fain  continue  it;  but,  in  resuming  my 
pen,  I  find  my  health,  so  much  impaired  with  confinement, 
that  there  is  a  want  of  energy  to  do  justice  to  the  subject, 
and  I  am  doubtful  of  being  able  to  complete  my  wish. 

The  whole  drift  of  my  endeavours,  first  and  last,  has  been 
to  induce  Hiquiry  into  the  state  of  the  province,  and  to  haK 
acomimsnon  tent  home,  that  the  whole  mm/ be  opetilt/ and 
fairly  submitttd  to  discussion  in  the  British  Parliament. 
What  I  would  DOW  ask  of  those,  who  ever  were  sincere  in 
■upport  of  my  measures,  is  this,  that  they  should  immediately 
meet  in  Uieir  several  townships,  and  address  a  letter  to  Uieir 
respective  representafives  id  parliament,  expressmg  a  wish 
that  the  subject  of  inquiry  should  be  the  first  consideration 
of  the  ensuing  session  of  paritament,  ^er  ^e  hiftmt>ua 
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resolutioiis  lent  home  to  ibe  foot  ef  the  throne,  are_erascd 
'from  thejoumtls, -and.ihe  guggi^tact  repealed. 

ROBERT  GOJIRLAY. 


-TOTBB  HBSIDBNT  I^NJXtW.MBBJ  AF  UFPEB  CA.NAD^- 

Niagara  Jail,  May  20,  18 19. 
Gektlbmen, 
I  have  thrice  before  now  addressed  you ;  always  in  sin- 
cerity, aad  B^.tT  wjlhout  considerable  effect.      My  first 
Address  was   so  .simple,  and  in  its  purpose,  so  palpably 
beneficial  to  the  province,  that  tt  must  remain  to  excite  sur- 
■  prise,  liQiw  aejngle  voice,  could  be  raised  in  opposition.     My 
second  Address  was  ui^ed   by  imperious  duty,  on  becoming 
belter  acquainted  with  the  political  state  of  affairs.     The 
object  of  that  Address  was   to    advise  parliamentary  in- 
.qtiiry  into  Ibe  atate  of  the  province,  and  (he  appointment  of 
acoinmissiftn  to  carry  home  the  result.     My  third  j\ddress, 
lioldiqg  the.  same  object  in  view,  ep^^ng  from  a  momentary 
impvUe,  occasioned  by  tli^  sudden  and  estraordinary  breuk- 
.ing  up  of  parliament.     Wherever  the  light  of  information 
reached,  .tbis  J\ddress  was  electric,  ,and  thousai)ds  of  the 
jaost  loyal  ibastened  to  conform  to  its  dicta.     Horrible  to 
.  relate,' there  were  fo)ind.  amopg  your  own  representatives, 
..men,  who, .belying  every  preconceived  notion  of  character 
;.iind  cooduct,  shewed, themselves,  tn  brutal  opposition  to  the 
squiet  and  peaceable  exercise  of  constitutional  riglit,  and 
wiho    have    finally,   in  thdr   public  capacity,  made   parly 
i^gaipst  the  cause  of  truth  and  liberty;  who,  losing  sight  of 
that  dignity  which  should  ennoble  them  as  statesmen,  have 
stoQped  to  the  abuse  of  individual  character,  soiled  the  par- 
.Jiamentary journals  with  the  record  of  untruths,  and  bereaved 
their  constituents  of  the  most  valuable  privilege — that  of 
..eiqploying  rational  means  for  carrying,  a  petitioo  to  the  foot 
.of  the  ii]ipen.al  throne. 

ggS 
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Gentlemen!  by  the  acts  of  jour  own  representatives,  yoa 
can  no  longer  boast  of  freedom :  you  are,  in  fact,  this  mo- 
meut  slaves.  Alas!  am  not  I  myself  a  striking  witness  of 
this  truth  f —a  prisoner,  without  trial,  after  two  honourable 
acquittals  t — a  prisoner,  locked  up  at  tbe  capricious  mandate 
of  my  personal  enemies ;  as  which  of  you  may  not  be  i  And 
is  there  now  an  honest  and  independent  man  among  you  who 
would  raise  his  voice  against  inquiry,  who  would  prefer  dark- 
ness to  light,  who  would  sit  in  ignominious  silence  while  such 
--  things  aref  Was  it  to  be  enslaved  that  you  came  from  the 
States  of  America,  from  Britain,  and  from  Germany  ?  Was 
it  to  be  enslaved,  that  you  here  supplanted  the  native  Indiaus, 
noble  and  free  i  Was  it  to  sow  the  seeds  of  despotism,  that 
you  lifted  the  axe  to  clear  away  these  woods?  Was  it  for 
the  growth  of  tytanuy  and  oppression,  that  you  let  in  thS 
solar  rays  to  warm  and  fertilize  the  teeming  earth  i  Forbid 
it,  Heaven !  Deny  it,  grateful  man  I  Why  was  America 
reserved  to  modern  days  for  settlement  f  Why  were  thou- 
sands of  years  suffered  J:o  elapse,  and  yet  half  the  world  un- 
known— unoccupied  i  O !  it  was  most  consistent  with  the 
designs  of  a  Providence,  ever  benignant  and  kind — a  Provi- 
dence, who  wills  to  give  a  second  chance  to  virtuous  liberty. 
These  thousands  of  years  were  clearly  meant  to  prove 
bow  vain  are  the  struggles  of  man  against  the  power  of 
despotism,  when  once  confirmed.  Look  to  the  old  world ; 
look  back  on  the  pages  of  history,  and  say  what  has  there 
been  exhibited — what  is  there  recorded,  but  one  continued 
tissue  of  misery  from  priests  and  kings,  and  superstition  and 
tyranny?  What!  are  we  in  this  reserved  and  unpolluted 
land,  to  make  no  advantage  of  lessons  so  costly,  and  of 
esperieace  so  dear?  Are  we  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  so 
glorious  designs  of  Providence?  Are  we  to  give  way  to 
natural  weakness,  and  make  no  effort,  'while  yet  it  may  so 
easily  be  made  to  brace  up  the  cause  of  reason  and  of  Uutb— 
to  smite  in  the  bud  the  earliest  germ  of  despotism  ?  Are  we 
to  suffer  our  own  children  to  grow  up  in  rebellion,  and  our 
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own  ■ervants  to  bind  us  about,  QUKsistii^,  withcfauot?: 
No,  even  I,  a  prisoner,  will  protest  against  it :  a  prisoner,  - 
deserted,  betrayed,  and  trodden  down ;  still  will  I  call,  though 
vith  a  feeble  voice,  ^jainst  acta  disgraceful  to  British  rule, 
killing  to  this  infant  colony,  and  sickeniDg  to  every  true, 
feeling  of  geuerous  loyalty.  Gentlemen,  though  it  is  im- 
possible to  speak  on  ihis  subject  without  giviag  some  vent 
to  pasaion,  I  shall  endeavour  to  moderate  my  language,  and, 
with  what  calmness  I  can,  enter  into  a  discussion  concerning 
the  political  state  of  circumstances  of  this  province;  which 
I  trust  may  open  the  eyes  of  some,  and  correct  tlie  vision  of 
others.  Narrow,  selfish  iolerests  have,  no  doubt,  taken  the 
lead  against  my  measures ;  but  in  their  train  they  have  borne 
along  much  perversity  of  mere  temper — much  prejutUce — 
much  ignorance.  I  have  not  been  ptiblicly  accused  of  folly, 
^he  charges  of  my  enemies  are  all  of  a  criminal  cast.  They 
&itcy  some  deep  conspiracy,  some  horrid  wickedness:  they 
conjure  up  treason,  bloodshed,  and  death.  Were  it  not  for, 
m  feeling  of  real  sorrow  that  there  are  imaginations  so  foul 
as  to  conceive  such  thoughts,  I  should  laugh  outright  at 
every  criminal  charge.  It  la  now  [eighteen  months  since  I 
became  the  subject  of  public  animadversion,  and  from 
nothing  that  could  breed  suspicion,  and  blacken  character, 
have  I  escaped.  Has  any  evil  been  proved?  No:  neither 
will  it,  though  I  should  remain  here  as  many  years,  and 
slander  should  cross  and  recross  the  Atlantic  with  every  tide. 
In  prosperity,  in  adversity,  I  have  through  life  been  uniformly 
(he  same  i  enthusiastic  and  sincere  in  every  public  under- 
taki^:  often  imprudent:  sometimes  foolish;  but  never 
&r  a  moment  have  I  harboured  criminal  design. 

Gentlemen,  your  parliament  is  again  about  to  meet,  and 
the  intelligence  has  roused  me  ; — that  parliament  is  about  to 
meet,  which  thrice  before  assembled,  only  to  sink  the  country 
in  disgrace,  deeper,  and  deeper,  and  deeper.  Let  every  eye 
be  turned  towards  the  sitting  of  lliis  parliament,  that  shame 
and  compunction  may  at  least  work  a  miracle,  and  good  ba 
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fdrthiMHning  of  evil.  I  am,  niy§elf,  hi  hope,  Aid  ffgam  aeae 
thii  quill,  10  <i«Il  for  INQUIRY,  AN  D  A  COMMISSION 
TO  GO  HOME.  I  despair  iiofr  of  the  oW  bnoom.  The- 
pTOve'rb  saj's,  diat  "New  brooms  sweep  clean;"  but  when 
a  parliament  is  worn  to  the  stumps,  it  will  do  you  most  ser- 
vice. The  mdsa  of  dirt  too,  which  at  present  needs  removd, 
calls  rather  for  stumps  than  spray.  Let  the  hardened  and 
dirty  stutnfts  grub  up  the  thick  of  it,  and  a  new  parliament 
will  come  in  appropriately  for  the  more  thorough  cleansing 
of  your  apartments*. 

TTiere  ii  birt  otte  thing  eohcerniug  myself,  which  I  wUb 
aerionaly  to  be  considered  by  your  honourable  Keprsseolattvn 
— their  conduct  towards  me  last  session.  It  was  abaoKM, 
and  wholly  wilkmt  excnse.  If  my  lillie  stomach  i«  again 
ctiairged  with  bile,  let  it  AOt  be  fOi^gotleit,  that  with-  all  Ae 
boastof  privilege,  the  biosif  bonOuTablie'  course  u,  to  let  com* 
pluut  ItBve  a  regnltkr"  bearieg  in  ai  court  of  justice.  I  a« 
am-  pa^ng  dear  fof  &  fail'  chance  of  defending  iny  conduct ; 
and  if  a  ftur  c^nce  is  allowed,  I  dread  not  being  «bte  to 
iatisF^  the  country,  (hat  ao  far  from  being  kUHHaMe,  xaf 
conduct  has  all  along  be«n  founded  on  printiifiAefl  of  duty 
iltid  honoi',  B^er  was,  and  never  couM  be  productive  of  hann. 
Bat  let  as  proceed :  let  Me  give  light  to  ibe  operations  of 
An  old  bi'O'Dm. 

To  have  a  right  cdneeptiott  of  the  true  policy  ffbiefa  AoM 
be  followed^  to  Keure  a  tasting  connexion  between  Briuia 
and  tier  eolonieS,  it  h  necessary  to  gtaUCe  back  to  that  period 
of  history,  vthicb  detaits  the  rise  atid  progress  olthe  revolu- 
fion  which  separated  tfae  Uaited  Stated  from  the   toother 


*  When  I  was  first  shut  lip  in  j^l,  a  tnui  donfioed  there  was 
employed  malcibg  Indian  brboiiis.  I  asked  hilA  to  le«:h  me  to 
make  these,  and  said  I  shbuld  advertise  my  brooms  for  aieeepiitg 
the  jmtvmee.  The  joke  went  round,  and  then  i  gave  it  a  turn  by 
nying,  I  ihitiii  first  provide  ^vtlt. 
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country.  It  may  first  be  remarked,  tbat  the  inbabiunts  of 
America,  htfote  the  revolution,  were,  both  by  the  iatercourse 
of  trade  and  blood  relationship,  more  closely  connected  witli 
the  English  people,  thao  you  of  this  province ;  and  many 
document!  prove  how  very  anxious  they  were  to  maintain 
the  connexion.  It  waa  brokeu  by  the  infatuation  and  obsti- 
nacy of  the  British  loiiiistry.  That  ministry  would  persist 
in  a  piinciple  which  the  constitution  did  not  warrant,  and 
which,  the  American  people  nobly  and  successfully  resisted^ 
The  cause  of  the  Americans  was  espoused  at  home,  not 
only  by  the  majority  of  the  people,  but  by  the  most  eminent 
statesmen  j^by  Chatham,  and  Burke,  and  Fox ;  and  that  it 
was  a  good  cause,  the  very  men  who  opposed  it,  many  of 
whom  are  still  alive  in  this  province,  would  not  now  for  a 
moment  deny.  They  themselvss  would  now  rebel  against 
Britain,  should  any  attempt  be  made,  by  the  ministers  of  tliat 
country,  to  tax  them  without  their  own  consent. 

But  though  the  right  of  taxing  themselves  was  the  great 
and  immediate  object  which  induced  the  American  people 
to  resist  the  nefarious  designs  of  the  British  minbtry,  there 
bad  been  for  many  years  before  that  crisis,  causes  which 
tended  to  retake)  th^  prosperity  of  the  provinces,  and  alienate 
the  affections  of  colonists  from  the  mother  country.  How- 
ever pure  may  pe  the  principles  of  any  government, — bow- 
ever  flattering  may  be  the  language  of  state,  there  are  invaria- 
bly at  work,  underhand  and  beguiling  interests,  counteracting 
these  interests  and  belying  this  language.  The  proclamations 
of  Britain  may  breathe  the  kindest  endearment  towards  her 
provinces,  and,  in  the  heart  of  the  sovereign  every  subject 
may  have  an  equal  share  of  royal  affection ;  but  beneath  the 
sovereign  care,  a  thousand  petty  interests  are  continually  at 
work,  and  a  thousand  passions  s^ek  to  be  gratified.  Charity 
begins  at  home,  and  unless  the  people  of  a  colony  look  out 
sharply  for  their  own  interests,  they  will  undoubtedly  be  sa- 
crificed to,  the  pride  and  profit  of  the  parent  state.  As  the 
populatioD  of  America  increased, — as  her  natural  resources' 
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Cime  to  be  developed,  and  the  genius  of  the  people  fouiu] 
acope  for  enterpriae,  a  competition  in  commerce  and  manufac-' 
tures  excited  the  jealousy  of  merchants  and  mauufacturers  at 
home.  These  left  no  effort  untried  to  check  the  increase  of 
American  shipping,  or  to  palsy  the  arm  of  the  colonial 
craftsman  :  "  We  must  not"  (said  a  British  minister,  taking 
the  part  of  these  narrow-mindedinterests),  "suffer  the  Ameri- 
cans to  make  so  much  as  a.  hob*nail."  How  ridiculous  !— 
how  vain ! — faovr  impolitic  and  profitless !  Was  it  to  be  sup- 
posed, that  the  enlightened  people  of  a  cootinent  could  long 
be  governed,  and  thus  be  held  down  by  the  sway  of  islanders 
three  thousand  miles  apart?  No:  and  while  independent- 
America,  with  her  commerce  free,  and  tradesmen  unshackled, 
has  flourished  beyond  example,  has  she  not,  at  the  same  time, 
yielded  tenfold  more  wealth  to  England  than  she  could  ever 
have  done  as  a  colony  damned  with  counteracting  influences  t 
How  easily  could  England  have  retained  the  sovereignty  of 
America !  How  glorious  would  it  have  been,  had  she  surren- 
dered in  time  all  that  was  reasonable  and  proper  to  her  off- 
Spring  I  How  happy  would  it  have  been  for  the  human  race .' 
How  much  bloodshed  would  have  been  saved!  What  rancor- 
ous feelings  would  have  been  stifled  1  Good  God !  for  what 
reason  should  we  and  the  people  across  Niagara  river,  even  at 
this  day,  be  held  in  enmity?  How  comes  it  that  these  people 
go  BO  far  beyond  us  in  every  undertaking  f  How  is  it  that 
Americans  are  free,  and  Canadians  slaves?  Aye,  the  most 
abject  of  slaves,  subject,  by  their  own  enactments,  to  arbitrary 
imprisonment.  Why  do  people  here  shrink  fi'om  inquiry  i 
•—Why  so  jealous  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  f-^-Why  do  they 
love  darkness  rather  than  light  i- — Why  f  because  their  deeds 
are  evil :  because  there  are  yet  in  this  part  of  America  secret 
and  vicious  influences  at  work:  because  the  interests  and 
passions  of  men  in  office  are  yet  at  variance  with  justice  and 
truth. 

When  the  question  of  giving  a  consUtution  to  Canada  wai 
btforethe  British  Parliament,  liotonly  had  experience  proved 
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how  vaio  it  would  be  to  withhold  from  people  in  this  quarter  oF 
the  world  the  right  of  taxing  themselves,  but  there  was  a  clear 
necessity  for  being  liberal  in  every  respect,  both  from  view- 
ing the  local  situation  of  this  country  and  the  spirit  of  the 
times.  The  independence  of  America  was  already  manifest- 
ing its  glorious  consequences,  and  the  French  nation  was 
then  in  the  very  act  of  bursting  the  bonds  of  fendal  oppres- 
sion. Mr.  Burlce,  who  already  foresaw  the  horrors  likely  to 
arise  from  the  French  revolution,  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that 
the  people  of  Canada  should  be  presented  with  such  a  con- 
stitution 33  would  leave  them  nothing  to  envy,  when  they 
surveyed  those  in  the  states  of  America.  One  noble  Lord 
(Sheffield)  objected  to  the  policy  of  at  all  cherishing  the  set- 
tlement of  Upper  Canada.  "  Why,"  said  he,  "  should  we 
rear  up  a  nation  of  farmers  in  the  heart  of  America  who  will 
onlybecomerivals  to  our  tenants  at  home — who  will  only  pro- 
duce what  it  is  our  interest  to  have  produced  on  our  own 
fields?"  His  idea,  though  miserably  selfish,  deserved,  never-  . 
theless,  credit  for  open  avowal  j  and,  should  be  treasured  up  by 
you,  the  resident  landowners  of  Upper  Canada.  Lord  Sheffield 
said  he  would  only  encourage  settlements  along  the  sea  coasts, 
where  the  people  might  be  raised  to  man  the  British  navy^ 
and  yield  wealth  to  Englaud  from  their  industry  in  fishing ; 
as  in  the  case  of  Newfoundland,  where  this  villanous  princi* 
pie  is  carried  so  far  as  to  delay  the  culture  pf  the  earth  : 
the  earth  given  by  God  for  tillage,  is  there  kept  altogether 
unproductive,  that  the  landed  oligarchy  of  England  may 
better  afford  to  sustain  their  riot  and  their  rank  with  enor- 
mous land  rents  1 

One  proposal  made  in  the  British  Parliament  was,  that  the 
people  of  Upper  Canada  should  choose  a  constitution  for 
themselves ;  but  it  was  very  properly  suggested,  that  they 
were  then  too  few  and  too  unskilled  in  such  matters  to  be  able 
rightly  to  estimate  what  was  best  for  their  advantage ;  and  fi- 
nally, it  was  agreed,  that  nothing  could  exceed,  as  a  boon,  the 
offer  of  the  British  model  Howtoform  aHouseofPeers  was 
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the  difficulty;  and  honest  Charles  Fox  could  not  helplaagh- 
iog;,  when  he  tbought  of  the  brood  of  nobility  which  wu  to 
be,  hatched  in  the  wilderaess.  His  opioioa  was,  that  the 
Upper  House  should  be  electiTe,  as  are  the  senates  of  Ame- 
rica ;  but  Mr.  Pitt  had  it  settled,  that  the  nominabon  of  legis- 
lative councillors  should  be  in  the  crown,  while  the  propriety 
of  breeding  nobility  might  rest  as  a  matter  of  discrettou  in 
the  same  power. 

The  fact  is,  that  all  comparison  between  the  BnUsh  Con- 
stitution and  that  of  this  Province,  is  absurd ;  or,  at  best,  it 
is  a  comparison  analogous  to  what  may  be  made  between  a 
man  and  a  lump  of  clay,  having  two  legs  and  a  bead  :  your 
lump  of  clay  being,  in  some  respects,  the  preferable  commp* 
dity  ',  for,  if  it  should  be  found  to  stand  more  erect  upon  one 
1^  than  two,  the  spare  kg  may  be  cut  off  without  danger  or 
bloodied. 

What  comparison  is  there  between  a  king,  or  prince,  living 
at  home  in  the  midst  of  his  people — born  there,  and  to  die 
there:— what  comparison  is  there  between  a  person  who 
can  do  00  wrong,  and  who  has  no  object  iu  life  but  the  pure 
enjoyment  of  seeing  himself  elevated  by  the  virtues  of  his 
people — a  person  who  iq  responsible  for  no  act  of  goyeni' 
tneot,  but  whose  miiusters  are  most  strictly  watched,  and 
must  answer  with  their  heads  for  executive  crime, — a  person 
whose  very  conscience  is  in  the  keeping  of  aaoUier : — what 
comparison  is  there  between  this  pure  and  exalted  perjsot^e, 
and  a  provincial  governor  f-r^  maa  appointed  throogh  court 
intrigue,  and  yiho  g^oep  abrqad  for  the  express  piffpose  of 
bettering  his  fortune;  here  to-day  and  gone  to-morrow; 
certainly  without  local  experience  .or  k|}owtedge;  probaUy 
without  talents,  and  most  probaUy  without  princifJe ;  placed 
in  the  very  threshold  of  temptation,  and  surrounded  with 
sycophants ;  yes,  with  ^ycophaitfs,  who  at  his  sl^test  nod 
will  debase  themselves  and  enslave  their  couatry;  yes,  were 
aa  a^,  a  real  corporeal  ass,  sent  out  to  oav^m  a  proyinor 
)  4o  Mi^ye  he  «(cwld  %d  wcoriluppers;  and  it  would  be 
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cillcd  libd  to  publish  die  moat  notorious  tratb,  tllBt  hii  ears 
woe  loiq^  .  What  did  I  say  wa»  tha  ofnoion  of  Mr.  Burke  ? 
Burk»!  the  lumiiiarjr  of  hii  i^e,  md  whose  oracular  truths 
atiU  rise  and  bvighteo  from  the  tomb.  Was  it  hti  opinion 
that  we  in  Canada  should  see  nothing  to  envy  b  the  Uaited 
States  i  And  must  we  shut  our  eyes  to  the  splendour  of 
Clinton  Mid  Monroe  i  Must  we  throw  aside  tAeir  speeches, 
charged  with  the  balmy  and  invi^rating  light  of  truth  and 
cifilization,  breathing  patnolism,  and  blazing  with  eloquence, 
to  bedim  our  eyes  with  staring  on  the  blank  and  heart-sick* 
eniag  records  of  provincial  weakness  i  O  God  I  compari- 
sons are  odious. 

Atl  things  must  be  judged  of  in  connexion  with  circam- 
atuicc«.  The  Btitish  constitution  is  to  be  admired  as  a 
happy  compeomise  for  the  general  good  between  great 
eoitfendnig  parties,  which  through  many  ages  hod  struggled 
ID  violent  opposition :  the '  Kii^,  the  Nobles,  the  Priest*, 
mk)  the  People.  When  we  read  the  hbtory  of  the  world,  and 
thice  the  fate  of  nations,  callous  indeed  must  be  tbe  heart 
which  swells  not  with  gratitude,  when  the  revolution  of  1688 
bursts  upon  view;— when  we  b^old,  for  the  first  time,  monar- 
chical power  rendered  innocuous,  the  pride  of  aristocracy 
humbled,  priestly  arrogance  laid  low,  and  the  people  free. 
Well  indeed  may  tbe  British  nation  triumph  in  having  first 
ettaUished  such  a  compromise :  justly  are  they  entitled  to 
boast  of  the  glorious  revolution;  and,  cautious  ought  they 
to  be,  at  home,  in  venturing  on  further  change. 

Here  in  Canada>  the  case  is  altogether  different  t  here  re* 
atraints  are  few,  and  the  jeopardy  of  change  ts  conparativsly 
solfaing :  here  no  tyrant  ever  swiped  a  seeptre :  here  do 
feudal  lord  ever  looked  ^own  contemptnons  on  humble  serf  i 
here  no  priest  has  yet  bmt  the  human  mind  beneath  super* 
stitious  fear :  here  the  people  vrant  but  discretion  and  firm- 
aess  to  establisfa  the  happiest  freedom  for  themselves  and  pos- 
terity :  here  indeed  they  bad  it  in  vii^n  purity,  but  it  is  already 
gone ;  yes,  even  already  faavetbe  people's  own  represeatttivet 
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deflowered  tbe  darling  image,  and  bartered  it  away  I  A  Bri< 
tish  subject  in  Upper  Canads  no  longer  treads  beneath  the 
protecting  privilege  of  habeas  corpus^  nor  dare  tbe  people 
cbooae  a  commiMion  to  carry  home  a  petition  to  the  llirone ! ! 

The  degradation  of  this  colony  does, not  originate  in  the 
frame. of  its  constitution.  In  the  democratic  branch  of  their 
constitution,  the  Canadian  people  are  favoured  beyond  the 
lot  of  their  fellow  subjects  at  home.  These  have  but  a  sha- 
dow of  representation  in  parliament,  those  a  reality.  In 
Canada,  the  purse-strings  are  truly  in  the  hands  oftlie  people: 
iu  England  they  are  held  by  a  wretched  knot  of  Borougli- 
mongers';  but  two  causes  have  operated  in  Canada  to  render 
of  uo  avail  the  omnipotent  power  of  the  people — simplicity 
and  ignorance  on  one  side,  and  the  enormous  patronage  pos- 
sessed by  tbe  executive  on  the  other.  Thus  circumstanced, 
Upper  Canada  had  better  to  the  present  day  have  never  bad 
an  Assembly.  No  mere  Governor  and  Council  would,  have 
had  the  effrontery  to  issue  edicts  so  disgraceful  to  civilized 
times,  as  are  mauy  of  the  acts  of  the  Provincial  Parliament 

Gentlemen,  I  saw  into  the  horrible  state  of  your  public 
affairB  at  an  early  period  :  I  saw  many  of  the  causes  wbicb 
held  this  Province  iu  poverty,  and  have  been  steady  to  my 
purpose  of  effecting  a  change.  At  i^rst  I  had  no  view  what- 
ever  to  any  change  in  the  frame  of  your  goverament :  I 
thought  only  of  correcting  abuses  in  its  internal  management ; 
but  hesitate  not  to  say,  now  my  experience  is  enlarged,  that  it 
would  he  well  if  change,  in  every  respect,  was  accomplished. 
My  eye  ^vss,  at  an  early  period,  caught  with  the  monstrous 
influence  in  the  bands  of  the  executive ;  greater  than  is  to  be 
found  in  any  other  colony,  and  infiuitely  greater  than  any 
thing  of  the  kuul  at  home.  I  saw  that  tbe  Governor  bad  not 
only  the  disposal  of  every  civil  ofiice,  of  every  civil  and  mili- 
tary commission,  but  of  land  to  boundless  extent :  I  kuew 
this  influence  had  been  misapplied,  and  witnessed  the  lament- 
able effects :  I  saw  public  duty  neglected,  and  the  whole  fiice 
of  the  country     pining  with  disease :  I  saw  nature   every 
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'«here  struggling  with  misrule ;  and  beheld  with  sorrow  cJvi- 
lizfltioD  itselfoii  the  decline. 

Tlie  constitutionat  statute  exhibits  no  cause  for  the  exist- 
ence of  these  evils ;  nor  was  any  apprehended  by  the  virtuous 
members  of  the  British  Parliament  when  this  was  under 
consideration.  To  give  to  Canada  the  British  Constitution, 
—the  glorious  British  Constitution,  seemed  all  in  all ;  and 
"  here  it  is,"  exclaimed  the  generous  spirit  of  Sinicoe,  to  the 
first  Canadian  Assembly  :  "  here  it  is,  the  very  image  and 
tramcript,"  General  Simcoe  M'as,  I  believe,  a  truly  single- 
hearted  man,  and  had  but  one  view,  that  of  peopling  the 
country.  He  lined  out  great  roads,  and  begau  (o  open  them 
by  actual  settfement  along  the  tracts:  he  issued  proclama- 
tions, inviting  settlers  to  come  in :  he  offered  whole  town- 
ships on  liberal  terms  to  enterprising  men ;  and  enterprising 
men  were  instantly  at  hand  with  axes  and  ox  chains,  ploughs 
and  harrows,  to  fulfil  his  design.  But  n'hat  then  ?  Why, 
the  landed  oligarchy  of  liiDgland  conceived  that  "  the  nation 
of  farmers"  was  likely  to  prosper  too  well  in  the  heart  of 
America,  that  tliey  were  likely  to  produce  such  abundance  of 
grain  as  to  cheapen  that  article  in  the  home  market,  that  their 
own  tenants,  in  that  case,  would  find  it  hard  to  pay  their  rents ; 
and  hearing  perhaps  how  well  their  brother  farmers  in  Cana- 
da got  on,  might  take  a  longing  to  emigrate,  and  so  more  and 
more  reduce  the  land  rents  of  England.  Such  consequences 
were  appallingtolittle  selfish  minds;  and  the  landlords  of  Eng- 
land took  the  alarm.  They  had  not  sufiiciently  studied  die  doc- 
trine of  Lord  Sheffield  when  the  Canadian  Bill  was  digested; 
but  they  had  abundant  interest  in  the  cabinet,  and  could  yet 
so  order  matters  as  to  mar  all  the  fine  effects  of  the  boasted 
'  constitution.  -  Simcoe  must  be  recalled:  his  pUik  of  road 
making  must  be  given  up :  his  offer  of  townships  must  be 
quashed  :  no  more  encouragement  must  be  held  out  to  en- 
terprising men :  only  lots  of  two  hundred  acres  must  be 
allowed  to  poor  settlers,  and  these  men  must  be  kept'  down 
in  poverty,  by  blocking  them  up  and  holding  them  apart^ with 
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i^Tgfi  grants  to  non-resideDts,.  half-pa;  officera,  aad  the  like* 
Tben  it  will  be  easy  to  form  h  Lcgiilabve  Council  which 
shall  be  altogether  subserTieDt,aDdamajority  of  the  people's 
representatives  being  conataotly  held  in  check  by  donations 
of  loud,  places,  or  pensioos,  the  beauty  of  the  coBstitiuion 
cen  quickly  be  transformed,  its  bulwaiks  levelled  to  the 
ground,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  pfovince  completely 
blasted. 

GentlemeD,  1  sincerely  believe  that  sudi  influences  bate 
been  in  deration,  «nd  sudi  trains  laid,  to  praUuceith»eSeets 
so  visible  in  every  quarter  of  Upper  Caoada.  Up  to  the 
present  time  they  have  completely  riuit  you  out  fromthe 
-aubstaatial  ben^ts  of  Ibe  cdnstitutioa,  and  from  havii^ 
-wealthy  emigrants  from  home ;  nor  will  such  ever  be  in- 
duced to  come  into  the  province,  while  things  rest  as  the; 
are.  Those  who  emigrate  irom  England  will,  in  fH-efereoce, 
goto  the  States;  but  thousands  would  start  from  home  for 
' Canada,  were  things  as  they  should  be,  who  wUl  not,  atall, 
move  to  reside  under  an  alien  goverament. 

The  scheme  which  1  set  on  foot  by  my  first  Address,  was 
the  best  possible  for  making  this  countryknown  to  the  far- 
mers of  England.  That  Addrnswas  sent  home- by  me,  alto- 
'gether  without  euspicion,  to  be  prevented  to  I<ord  Bathurst, 
and  published  in  the  newspapers.  So  early  a»  Fetvuary  38, 
1818,'it  was  stated  in  the  Montreal  Herald,  that  "  from 
recent  intelligence,  Mr.  GouTlay'splaowill  not  be  counte- 
nanced by  bis  Majestj-^s-iainistecsj  althougb  it  would,  in  our 
opinioiij  be  difficult  to  assign  jnst  motives  far-each  couduct." 
As  soon  as  ibis  article  appeared,  1  b«gan  to  guess  at  the 
■moli'Des.  His  Majesty's  ministers  did- not,  I  was  convinced, 
choose  that  fenners,  with  cafutal,'^oisld  be  withdrawn  from 
-borne;  and  besides,- 1  believe,  there  is  a  jealousy,  that  if  an 
independent  and  enterprising  class  of-  umu  should  get  into 
Canada,  the  province  woidd'be-  less  easily  kept-in mi^ec- 
"tton- tO'the  mother  country.  Nowrlam  aaaurad,  -  that  the 
bti)&h'-dr«ad  ofmiaisterv  a9<  it-  contfras  tbe-'«ntigEatioii  of 
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Treatthy  farmers,  would  never  go  'to  such  extent  as  to  lower 
the  land  reiita  of  England,  although  it  would  mightily  assist 
Canada  in  a  variety  of  ways ;  and  I  atti  still  more  assured 
tiiat  Canada  would  be  longer  retained  in  connexion  with 
Britain  by  a  liberil  than  narrow-niitlded  policy. 

Gentlemen,  should  health  permit,  I  shall  resume  this  i'tib- 
ject.  I  wish,  for  my  own'  credit,  to  throw  upon  it  the  great- 
est passible  light;  but  n(tlhing  can  be  expected  of  conse- 
quence to  the  welfare  of  this  country,  till  the  people  bestir 
fbemselves;  and  urge  on  their  representatives  to  serious 
exertion.  This  P&rllanlent  will  do  as  well  as  afiother,  if 
pressed  from  all  sides  to  the  great  measure  of  int^ulry,  and 
to  submit  the  whole  affairs  of  the  province  to  the  inspection 
and  review  of  the  Parliament  at  home. 

ROBERT  GOURLAY. 


-  NIAGARA  SPECTATOR,  July  1,1819. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Niagara  Spectator. 

SlB, 

In  your  paper  of  the  47th  ultimo,  I  find  an  Addrsss  from 
Mr.  Robert  Gourlay  to  the  Resident  Landowners  of'  Upper 
Canada,  dated  Niagara  Jail,  fiOth  May,  idlQ,  and  as  'a 
resident  landowner,  I  wish  to  offer  some  observations  in 
Teply. 

Id  doittg  so,  I  do  not  address  myself  1o  Mr.  Robert  Gonr- 
lay.  I  know  him  not  :peraonany,  add  I  mean  nothing  p«r- 
sonal  to  him.  I  grieve  for  bis  present  situation,  and  would 
rejoice  could  i  alleviate  it.  •  Plated  at  a  distance  frdm -Ihe 
immediate  focts  which  have  led  to  bis  confinement,  I  have 
lamedted  it,  becauae,'Oa  such  information  as  I  have, 'it-ap- 
pears to  me  ^at  ihe^eomtnoil' coarse  of  the  laws  was  «bun- 
dantly  sufficient  for  the  public  good,  and  that  the  extreme 
resor^  tiierefore,  to  wtiteb  retiurse  has  been  had  ajjaimt 
him,  Wsa  eqatUy  h«nb  aild  iujudiciousj'fctat  ititii  all'tii;^ 
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undisguised  sentiments  of  regret  ou  public  grounds,  and  of 
unfeigned  commiseration  for  the  persons!  sufferings  of  the 
indindual,  1  xboit  unequivocally  assent  to  the  lawful  power 
legally  and  essentially  vested  in  the  united  branches  of  the 
Government  for  establisbing  such  a  resort  (wofully  Uable  as 
it  is,  from  the  universal  guilt  of  our  uature,  to  abuse)  when- 
ever requisite.  J.  assert,  that  without  such  a  resort,  no 
well-constituted  society  could  esist;  and  regarding  Mr. 
Gourtay  as  in  the  hands  of  the  laws,  and  as  secure  in  their 
progress  of  as  fair  a  result  as  the  general  experience  of  hu- 
man nature  in  any  state  would  warrant  him  to  expect,  I  com- 
mit him  to  them ;  as,  in  such  circumstances,  I  would  myself 
wish  to  be  committed. 

But  it  appears  essential  to  me,  (hat  the  false  and  perni-; 
clous  impressions  which  I  think  his  Address  calculated  to  ex- 
cite, should  be  controverted.     Into  his  motives  I  desire  not 

,  to  penetrate :  to  them,  in"  what  I  propose  sajii^,  1  have  no 
allusion.  X  know,  for  the  history  of  human  nature  supplies 
the  proof,  and  I  myself  have  most  mournfully  witnessed  it, 
how  egregiously  the  conscience  of  man  can  deceive  itself. 
I  know,  for  the  disgusting  fact  has  been  forced  upon  my 
Icaowledge,  that  a  self-applauding  idea  of  rectitude  may 
exist,  even  where,  wi^  all  the  bitterness  of  malice  and 
ungoverned  passion,  the  most  dear  and  sacred  duties  and 
affections  are  sacrificed  and  spurned.  I  know  that  this 
question,  as  it  relates  to  Mr.  Gourlay,  is  one  between  God 
and  his  own  soul ;  and  that  all  human  interpretation  of  it, 
must  be  at  the  risk  of  that  cepsoriousness  and  arrogance 
under  which  our   nature   b  so  wiihng  to  screen  its  own 

'wrathful  tempers,  and  the.  direct  tendency  of  which  is 
(except  in  extreme  cases)  to  scatter  bitterness  and  discord. 

The  diffuse  style  (according  to  my  judgment)  of  Mr. 
Gourlay's  compositions,  as  far  as  I  have  witnessed  them,  com- 
prising a  straggling  meaning  udder  a  mass  of  declamatory 
words,  renders  it  difficult  to  meet  him  -  at  all  points  with 
affect..    This  course  must  be  abandoned ;  in  which  case 
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«ome  of  his  matter  may  appear  uiu^nswered,  or,  «  uinilar 
progress  mttst  be  fcJIowed,  and  a  similar  tndistiactneas  may 
probably  be  the  result.  This  is  an  evil  more  or  less  expe- 
rienced in  erery  argument;  and  I  subject  myseir,  nodoub^ 
to  a  share  of  the  same  defect.  I  offer  this  remark,  to  aC" 
count  for  the  degree  in  which  I  may  foil.  I  shall,  however, 
proceed  with  the  same  freedom  which  he  uses,  \nth  an 
intention,  which  I  profess  to  be  as  honest  and  dismterssted 
ta  he  asserts  his  to  be ;  with  a  direct  denial  of  the  remotest 
degree  of  atfy  thing  like  personality,  and,  I  trust,  in  more  tem- 
perate language  (and  as  far  as  may  be  judged  by  languegfr, 
with  more  temperate  dispositions),  to  offer  to  my  brethren> 
the  resident  landowners  of  Upper  Canada,  the  free  op'miona 
of  another  of  their  members. 

Mr.  Gourlay  tells  us,  we  are  at  tbu  moment  daves!  laUior 
the  idea,  probably  as  much  as  he  does.  I  have  an  arm  and 
a  heart  to  resist  tyranny  as  deliberately,  aa  actively,  as  firmly, 
•and  as  constantly,  probably,  as  he.  I  am  uot  willing  to  sup> 
pose  myself  a  sycophant  more  than  he;  and  I  do  not  be- 
Keve  a  selfish  or  private  interest  would  warp  me  more  from 
the  strictest  path  of  duty  than  it  would  him ;  but  I  can  per* 
ceive  no  grounds  for  such  an  assertion,  except  tempers,  which 
probably  deceive  themselves,  as  much  aa  their  tendency  la  to 
exasperate  and  betray  others. 

He  thinks  we  are  slaves,  because  he  is  in  prbon,  o* 
at  least  that  this  is  an  evidence  of  our  slavery.  I  think  not 
(though  I  lament  his  being  in  prison),  because  he  is  there 
in  the  regular  and  legal  (ihough  extTaordinavy).  course  of  th^ 
laws;  and  because  he-  mu$t  tiieuce  be  retieved  in  the  due 
course  of  law,  unless  lawful  cause,  on  open  Inquiry,  prevent 
iL  To  the  inconvenience  which  he  at  present  siiffers,  every 
member  of  society,  in  extreme  oaacs,  must  be  liable.  Tliis 
is  one  of  the  penalties  which  we  must  pay,  in  return  for  the 
security  and  conveniences  of  society;  and  that  ssouri^ 
and  those  conveniences,  are  well  worUi  every  such  liabili^ 
which  they  may  require.  In  every  welt-regulated  slate,  I 
h  h 


npeat,  a  final  cotutitiitioiuJ  leiort  must  be  eatabli  Aed,  (and,  I 
believe^  nobvp^er  resort  could  be  eBlBblished^  than  that 
which  eiuti  in  our  Government)  for  \he  extrMrdinu;  d6> 
tnaada  of  tfie  pubUc  wdfore ;  and  to  call  the  conatitiiticHial 
«xrrci8e  of  this  indupensable  prerogative,  despotum,  is  to 
>eltB  langnagCi  and  to  breathe  sedition  *. 

In  one  sense,  all  rulers  are  senranti  <^  the  st^ :  it  ia  the 
lig^t  in  which  diey  ought  to  regard  themselves :  it  ia  the  I^it 
in  which  the  voice  oS  fanuliar  affectioo  ou^t  to  address  tlfem. 
Sut  the  tongue  of  insolence  betrays  itself,  when  in  the  vein 
of  its  abuse,  it  presumes  to  call  those  so  whom  God  has 
placed  over  it  That  unbapi^  tongue  requires  to  learn  that 
its  rulers  are  those  to  whom  God  expressly  commands  it 
to  use  deference,  respect,  and  obedience :— that  they  are 
those,  to  whom  die  swoid  has  been  committed,  both  for 
protection  and  correction;  and  that  such  language,  turned 
towards  an  upright,  ailightened^  and  pious  Governor,  though 
it  may  breed  confusion,  or  obscure  for  a  time  tfae  truth,  is 
but  inlamy  and  evil  to  him  who  uses  it. 

Mr.  Gourlay  goes  on  to  say,  (oh,  it  is  a  disgusting  cob> 
trast !)  "  How  is  it  that  Amerkatu  are  free,  end  Gmadimu 
aioBet  y  And  is  this  a  voice  to  be  sounded  in  Canadian 
ears!  I  wish  not  to  do  the  Americans  wrong:  in  the  little 
scale  of  human  nature  they  are  a  great  and  a  growii^  people. 
In  many  things  i  admire  them ;  and  in  the  people  of  Ca- 
nada' many  things  may  be  found  to  condeom ;  but  compare 
tfwir  state  with  our's,  (except  in  its  wealth  and  power)  and 
Canadians'  may  well  blush  at  the  comparison.  Would  be 
make  us  subjects  of  that  Govunmeot,  which  has  so  recmUy 


*  One  reason  for  exhibiting  tlus  letter  is,  that  I  think  It  a  en* 
lionty.  It  is  a  eingalu  example,  not  ooly  of  weak  rMsoning, 
but  bow  fu  such  reasoDing  can  go  ia  hood-wiokiDf,  coafnsing, 
■nd  misleading  the  weak  mind  from  which  it  emanates.  Let  tlM 
nadar.  think  oi  this  before  he  goes  fiirthsr,  Oinads my. reply. 
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i  the  murder  of  two  of  our  fellow*dtizen3  i  Would 
he  make  us  the  soldiers  of  a  Jackson;  a  military  deapot, 
whose  hairs  are  whitening  for  the  grave,  but  whose  tye  ez' 
ults  in  blood  t  Would  he  introduce  us  into  a  state  of  so*'* 
ciety,  aUion-ent  to  diosa  manners,  on  which  many  of  the 
proprieties  and  decencies  of  social  life  depend  ?  Would  he 
have  us  blinded  by  the  odiouB  comparison  which  has  ranked 
Msnroe  and  Ciintoo  above  the  pure  and  elevated  mind  widi 
which  die  gracious  providence  of  God  bsi  blessed  usl — a 
mad  grieved,  no  doubt,  by  iniult;  harassed,  perhaps,  by^ 
clamour;  but  still  pursuing  an  active  and  bebefiiient  course  of  ' 
policy,  and  controlling,  with  dignity  and  composure,  the 
factious  tendency  of  such  writings  as  those  to  which  t  now 
reply.  If  these  be  his  views,  he  acts-  consistently; — his 
means  are  in  some  measure  adapted  to  tlieir  end ;  but  this  I 
w91  not  suppose ;  and  I  mourn  over  the  delusion^  which  . 
thus  hurries  an  active  and  apparently  danntleto,  atid'profess' 
edty  honest  nund,-  iuto  deolaitiations,  as  unsouDd'and'as  per- 
nicious as  the  spirit  of  snwchy  and.  discordj  abusing  and 
fsdsifying  the  truth  on  which  they  rest,  (but  deriving  a  dan-* 
goons  colouring  from  that  truth,  thongh  falsified)  can,  witU 
such  materials,  and  such  talents,  make  them. 

A  Briti^  subject,  in  Upper  Canada,  Mr.  GouHay  says, 
no  longer  treads  firm  beneMh  the  protecting  privilege  of 
habeas  corpus !  What  does  be  mean'T  Did  he  not  apply' 
for  and  obtain  a  writ  of  habeoM  corpus  f  Was  he  not  taken  to 
York,  and,  upon  lawful  inqniry  and  dniuoD,  remanded'to'  pri- 
son; to  take  his  bial  at  the  first  subsequent  court  of  competent 
aathorityf  And,  if  so,  what  more  does  he  want?  Would  he 
faaVo  the  term  gifted  with  some  cliarm,  by  which  a  person 
accused,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  may  evade  the  regular  course 
of  law,  and  erect  himself  into  a  licentious  membo',  of  scat* 
teiio^,  without  controul,  around  him,  the  ebuBitions  of  in- 
.  teoipersDce,  abuse;  and  confusloD  f  If  so,  ati  assembly  of 
ddegates,  eznItiBg  over  the  nuns  of  the  constitution;  might^ 
hb  2 
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siul  bim ;  but  we,  at  preient,  are  mercifully  preserved  from 
§ucb. 

^e  people,  be  sa^s,  dare  not  choose  a  coniinission  to 
carry  home  a  petition  to  the  foot  of  the  throne :  that  is,  they 
cannot  choose  it  in  bis  way  and  in  hia  words.  But  other- 
wise, why  dare  they  not  do  so  l  I  know  of  no  impediment! 
On  the  contrary,  the  very  Act  which  put  down  Comxntioitgj 
(that  most  dreadful  and  dangerous  implement  of  anarchy — 
an  act  which  must  be  hailed  by  every  lover  of  order,  as  a 
new  bulwark  to  our  liberties  and  happiness)  that  very  act 
unequivocally  as8ert»  the  undoubted  rigbt  of  free  petition. 
There  is  no  impediment  to  our  acting,  in  this  respect,  as  we 
please,  as  long  as  our  conduct  is  consistent  with  the  public 
safety  and  happiness;  and  whoever,  beyond  this  sacred  bouD- 
dary,  would  advocate,  or  encourage,  any  pretence  to  luch  a 
right,  can  be  but  an  enemy  to  those  solemn  interests  which 
'  he  may  suppose  it  is  his  wish  to  advance. 

As  one  of  those  landowners,  whom  Mr.  Gourlay  ad- 
dresses, I  thus  publicly  declare,  that  X  see  no  ground  for 
any  such  commission  or  petition.  1  know  that  abuses  and 
evils  exist  every  where,  and  that  it  >s  lunacy,  not  wisdom, 
which  expects  to  escape  them.  I  know  that  the  existing  evils 
of  a  state  cannot  be  rectified  at  once,  and  that  it  is  anarchy, 
not  order,  which  calls  for  the  knife,  instead  of  the  balm,  to 
remove  them,  I  know  that  a  beneficent  spirit  of  improve- 
nent' exists,  for  I  witness  its  operations;  and,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  this  system  has  been  as  little  produced,  or  aided 
by  the  light,  which,  in  some  respects,  Mr.  Gourlay*s  pro* 
ceedings  have  thrown  on  those  evils,  as  it  has  been  impeded 
by  the  insulting,  anarchical,  and  delusive  nature  of  his  pub* 
lications.  Undei^  these  convictions,  with  respect  to  the  evils 
which  do  exist,  I  am  silent:  their  correction  is  in  the  iianda 
of  the  organized  and  lawful  authorities  of  the  sute.  If  the 
voice  of  the  people  speak  not  loud  enough,  through  their 
pj-ssent  represenlatives,  die  period  is  fast  approaching,  when* 
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bj  a  new  choice,  thev  may  speak  more  openly.  Meanwhile, 
casting  my  eyes  over  tlie  world,  and  viewing  the  states  which 
X  have  seen,  I  hesitate  not  to  declare  that  I  know  of  no 
people,  who,  in  every  temporal  concern,  have  siich  abundant 
causes  for  gratitude,  and  such  lively  sources  of  hope,  as  ihd 
inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada ;  and  tliat  to  this,  no  effort) 
DO  ^iew,  no  voice,  no  change,  no  improvement  whatever,  it 
necessary,  beyond  the  establislied  resorts  of  tlie  existing 
Constitution  of  the  Province  in  subordination  to  the  parent 
state.  The  disinterested  and  cultivated  mind  which  preside! 
over  us,  is  a  guarantee  beyond  all  general  experience  and 
hope;  and  I  can  think  of  no  other  dispensation  of  Provi- 
dence, in  the  common  course  of  things,  by  which  our  hap- 
piness, and  all  our  wise  and  lawful  desires  could  so  well 
have  been  consulted,  as  by  the  invaluable  gift  to  us,  of  such 
a'mind.  . 

Id  one  point  of  his  information,  I  can  positively  correct 
Mr.  Gourlay.  He  says,  the  offer  of  townships  is  quashed, 
and  no  more  encouragement  held  out  to  enterprising  men. 
Though  totally  devvid  of  interest  with  Government,  and  nn> 
known  to  public  life  on  this  side  of  the  world,  when  I  vai 
in  London,  a  little  more  than  two  years  ago,  I  was  credibly 
informed,  that  t  could  have  obtained  a  township,  had  it 
been  in  my  power  to  have  brought  out  an  adequate  number 
of  settlers.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  power 
atill  exists  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  otGce.  Priest  M'Do- 
nald,  of  Glengary,  was  my  authority.  Mr.  Gourlay  adds, 
only  two  hundred  acres  must  be  allowed  to  poor  settlers^ 
If  he  means  by  this,  that  poor  men^  who  have  not  means, 
perhaps,  to  improve  fifty  acres,  cannot  obtain  more  thad 
two  hundred,  every  candid  mind  must  allow'  the  Govern-^ 
tnent  credit  for  its  wisdom,  instead  of  reviling  its  folly;  but, 
if  he  mean  that  settlers  cannot,  in  thb  Province,  obtain 
more  than  two  hundred  acres,  he  errs;  for  a  power  exists 
and  is  in  operation  in  the  local  Government,  for  granting  to 
the  amount  of  twelve  hundred  acres,  according  to  the  mean* 
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of  cuIliraUon ;  and  the  gift  to  that  amount  is  odI;  rettnuned, 
cidter  by  the  want  of  &oae  mean*,  or  by  other  lawful  aw) 
fc^Bonable  ditabilitieB. 

But  admit  all  this  stir  of  discontent  and  reviling,  shall  we 
fofjUpt  that  diere  are  such  things  as  candour,  pstiiotism,  and 
lojal^f  or  riiall  we  be  blinded  to  believe  that  the;  exist  in 
Iba  p<;wer  of  convening  lawless  assemblies,  and  of  turnip 
liberty  into  licentiousness  i 

Mr.  GourUy  seems  to  wish  on  this  subject  above  all 
diiif  >>  to  constitute  a  commission  to  carry  a  petition  from 
this  pronnce  to  the  foot  of  the  throne.  Does  he  forget  that 
majealy  commonly  acts  through  miaisters ;  and  that  he  has 
}}eeo  reviling  those  ministers  i  imputing  to  them  (whether 
trulj  or.  unjustly)  piinciples  of  selfishness  and  baseness^ 
which  ia  by  no  means  calculated  to  propitiate  their  good- 
will  i  And  conld  bis  wish  be  effected,  what,  -couched  in 
auch  language  as  we  have  seen  him  almost  invaiiably  uung, 
would  be  the  result ; — what  but  the  indignant  rejectjon 
which  an  importunate  and  insulting  intrusion  would  merit? 
An4  Jlihen,  whither  in  consequence  would  he  lead  us  ?  to 
broo4  with  shams  and  contrition  over  our  raah  and  dis- 
contented efforts  f  O^  to  plunge  into  the  ocean  of  aacb 
ft  pf^triotiun,  as  bis  writing)  seem  to  advocate ;  and  on  a 
treacberoua  and  deatructive  principle  of  political  justice,  to 
ict^  eiarly  asaocialiona  of  gratitude  and  tenderness  aadgo* 
piHBe  truth  at  defiance,  and  revive  the  principle  which 
created  rain  ip  France,  and  sent  the  tnyjiad^  of  her  qwtdmen 
CKre^  Europe. 

But  no:  patrioti|m  is  a  widely  different  principle.  Itf 
hw  if  pifopig^  vpm  gratitude  and  disinterested  afiiection ; 
fkot  itpofx  ^  proud  and  disorganiziag  principle  of  licentious 
independence !  Its  fruit  ia  liberty,  not  anarchy  c  its  guiijie  is 
}aw,  twt  psssipQ :  the  Holy  SjcHpturea  ace  its  ground-wc»k 
and  it|t  rule ;  and  it  thence  teams  the  beai^teous  and  humble 
iind  copsta^it  spiff t  of  faithful  but  pf  dauntless  loyally ;  a 
prjnc^Le  ^y,hicb  r^enepibers  and  watches  o^er,  and  ii  )iujp- 
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Ued  under  a  ae^Be  of  its  own  evils  :  a  principle  which  know* 
and  acknowledges  the  abundant  evils  of  the  happiest  state  od 
earth,  and  ia  oot  Iriidded  by  the  lunatic  pKBUIt^ltioa  of 
escaping  tbein  through  intemperate  and  iuaulting  measoree ; 
«  prittdple  which  ardeatly  desires  improvement,  and  to 
which  happioesi  is  as  dear  as  to  any  other,  but  which  blend- 
■Dg  the  meekness  widi  the  steadiness  of  wisdom,  pursues  (hna 
in  a  lawful,  peaceful,  and  persevering  coarse,  without  dis-' 
content  and  without  bitterness ;  a  principle,  which  flowing 
Irom  the  same  source  as  its  auter  principje  of  Chriatiao  loTS^ 
auffers  long,  and  is  kind,  and  can  he  eKtiagiUMhed  only  by 
anch  an  establtshed  and  ruinons  system  of  falsehood,  guit^' 
lOid  tyTBuny)  as  seldom  indeed  exists;  such  as  led  to  the 
revolution  under  the  second  James,  but  anch  as  bears  n* 
more  relation  to  oar  present  condition  than  the  railiags  df  ' 
adem^ogue  to  the  aweet  and  balmy  voice  of  Hope,  and 
Trdth,  and  Peace. 

If  in  these  lines  Mr.  Gourlay,  or  any  other  msm,  rfumld 
find  augfat  to  c^end  him,  I  again  disdnctly  and  sc^mnly 
ileclare^  that  every  such  idea  is  ^ifaorrent  to  ay  feelings.  I 
mite  as  a  follow^sabject,  kiedly;  as  «  member  of  a  frels 
state,  openly ;  at  a  lovei'  of  order,  most  (a^ously ;  u  • 
mbscriber  to  the  press,  on  those  generalizing  principlet 
which  disclaim  every  thing  persona);  and  profeia  to  have 
no  olgect  in  view  but  the  public  good.  On  these  ground^ 
I  am  ever  ready  to  meet  him,  or  any  other  man ;  and  froa 
^ese  grounds  I  am  aware  of  no  power  which  could  foroe 
ne,  but  tbat  person^  violence  and  insnh  vriiich  would 
compel  me,  in  self-preservatiQin,  aitd  in  a  lawful  mknoo',  Hi* 
confute  and  resist  the  malice  or  Mssbood  which  night  mmily 
struggle  to  brand  me. 

C.  STUAHT, 
Jffetf  AmherslbKrgb, 
Weaem  DiOnct,  V.C,  iwA/uise,  iSld. 
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NIAGARA  SPECTATOR,  July  8,  I8I9. 

TO   THE   £I>ITOK    OF   THE   MIAQABA   SPECTATOR. 

Niagara  Jail,  Ju/y  5,  18ig. 
Sib, 

1  have  read  in  your  last  newspaper  the  letter  signed  C. 
Stuart;  aiid  tbioking  that  an  exposure  of  its  delusions  and 
errors  may  tend  to  confirm  and  fortify  tbe  public  mind,  shall 
now  bestow  upon  it  part  of  my  idle  time. 

This  Mr.  Stuart,  I  bave  been  told,  was  in  the  East  India 
■ervice,  and  has  of  late  been  studying  divinity.  He  was  lu 
the  lower  part  -of  tfae  province  wbeu  the  Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor first  arrived ;  and,  I  conceive,  at  that  time  he  might 
be  making  interest  for  a  church  living :  but  in-these  matters 
Mr.  Stuart  can  correct  me,  if  mistalen  or  misinformed. 

Last  summer  he  wrote  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  ad' 
dressing  the  Prince  Regent,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Convention.  It  was  very  well  written ;  and  impressed  me 
with  an  opinion  that  be  was  a  man  of  amiable  dispositions. 
Wfl  could  make  no  use  of  Mr.  Stuart's  assistance  for  im- 
proving the  published  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  as  our 
plans  had,  by  that  time,  been  changed,  on  account  of  my 
prosecution,  <and  the  violent  opposition  set  on  foot  by  petted 
members  of  Assembly :  but  I  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Stuart,  for  the  kindly  good  will  be  had  shewn  to  the  cause 
of  Inqdibt. 

.  Mri  Stuart  says,  "  I  do  not  address  myself  to  Mr.  Robert 
Gourlay,"  This,  as  a  declaration  of ,  the  fact,  was  totally 
aoneceasary,  for  the  letter  is  unequivocally  and  substantially 
addressed  to  you;  but  this  declaration,  served  to  introduce 
ano^er,  viz.  that  Mr.  S.  was  "  not  acquainted  with  me,  per- 
sonally," which  was  not  essential  to  his  "  meaning  nothing 
personal."  It  occurs  that  he  was  induced  to  make  the  two 
first  declarations,  lest  Sir  P.  Maitland  (the  grand  object  of 
bis  adoration)  should  suspect,  from  seeing  in  the  priiUed 
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'  frtDBactions  of  tbe  Convention,  that  I  had  moved  him  thanks, 
Aat  we  were  personally  intimate,  a  circumstance  which 
might  tend  to  injure  his  views  of  favoar.  No  doubt  tfiere 
was  some  reason ;  and  if  Mr,  Stuart  can  otherwise  explain 
viliy  he  threw  in  a  declaration,  of  itself  altogether  useless,  he 
may  do  so.  It  is  a  case  which  jusdiies  a  surmise  as  to 
motives,,  which  should  never  be  questioned  without  good 
cause.  Mr.  S.  "desires  not  to  penetrate  into  my  motives;" 
but  I  challenge  the  whole  world  to  give  even  so  much  evidence 
of  my  motives  being  mean,  as  tbe  above,  which  leads  me  to 
suspect  those  of  Mr.  Sluart.  My  motives  have  often  been 
■o  clearly  stated,  and  as  so  chaste  and  great,  that  no  honest 
mind  can  pretend  ignorance  of  them  for  an  instant. 

Mf.  Stuart  makes  many  liberal  professions,  but  as  con- 
stantly renders  them  of  no  avail.  He  three  or  four  times 
protests  against  personality,  and  as  often  slides  into  reflections 
mod  expressions  as  obviously  directed  against  me,  as  if  ha 
had  made  the  charge  direct.  This  is  much  worse  than  any' 
kind  of  personality.     Summon  me  to  trial  by  name,  and  let 

JfacU  be  the  ground  work.  If  any  thing  about  my  person, 
or  coimectec)  with  my  history  and  writings,  can  substantiate- 
these  facts,- let  all  be  told  out.  Set  me  up  at  once,  and  eye 
me  all  over.  If  I  am  accused  of  theft  or  murder,  look  me  hard 
in  the  face  to  see  if  my  countenance  betokens  guilt.  Or 
search  my  pockets  for  stolen  goods  and  the  bloody  knifie; 
but  be  not  so  rude  asto  lake  the  slightest  liberty  till  there 
is  some  fact  to  proceed  upon,  or  palpable  ground  of  sus* 
picion. 

.  In  Ihe'midit  of  Mr.  Stuart's  palaver  (be  will  excuse  me. 
forthrowingmyselfwithin  a  circumflex,  as  he  so  often  doesuy 
apologize  for  a  vulgar  word)  he  admits  that  my  conduct  must 
be  tried  between  "God  and  his  (my). own  coascieace;"  yet 
be  surrounds  the  question  with  such  hideous  pictures,  that  it 
is  clearly  his  intention  that  these  should  seem  reflected  from 
my  image,  so  tliat  men  may  think  that  my  "  conscience 
-cgregiously  deceives  me"-^that  with  ."  an  applauding  ^ea 
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pf  rectitude,"  I  am  diolce  fiill  of  "  malice  aad  ungbrened 
pusioD:"  that  I  "sacrifice  aad  spurn  the  most  dear  and 
sacred  duties  -and  affiBctions."  Tben  again,  "  all  hntaaa 
interpretaUona  of  it  mutt  be  at  the  risk  pf  that  censoriout- 
nesp  Mid  arrflgaoee,  under  which  our  nature  is  so  willing  to 
screen  its  own  wrtlhiul  tempers,  and  scoter  bittemeas  aad 
discord." 

Praj',  what  did  Mr.  S.  tindertidie  i  Waa  it  not  to  ofl«r 
some  obaerratioHs  in  feply  to  my  Address  of  SOlh  Msyi 
Then  what  is  all  this  preaching  ttintefofi  The  matter  of 
my  address  warrants  no  tnch  preamble ;  and  when  we  come 
to  Mr.  Stuart's  actual  charges  and  criticism,  we  find  them 
altogether  pithless  and  absurd.  One  would  think  that  be 
raises  a  mi^^ty  smoke  to  fiigfaten  me,  before  coming  to  the 
real  attack,  conscious  of  his  own  weakness:  but,  Mr. 
Editor,  your  readers  are  pretty  well  assured  that  mere  powder 
will  not  pot  me  to  the  rout:  so  let  us  advance  to  the 
charge. 

Mr,  Stoart  first  ^putes  my  assertion,  t^t  '*  we  are  tiu 
moment  siaves  c"  and  he  thinks  my  imprtsoameat  no  proaf 
of  it ;  because  I  am  in  pmoa  by  reguiar  course  of  law.  I 
won't  be  driven  ind>b  way  from  my  position.  There  ia  OA 
person  wfaiucver  in  this  province  nho  may  not  beimpriKmed 
as  I  have  been,  whenever  two  or  three  persona  choose  to 
sacrifice  truth  and  decency  to  malice  and  party  aplecnj  anl 
it  is  <[int«  correct  to  call  people  •  ^c»es  who  are  sulgect  to 
such  traatment,  whethn-  in  the  course  of  law  or  not.  The 
Inquisition  in  Spun  has  the  authority  of  law,  but  the  people 
subject  to  it  may  well  be  called  slaves :  nay,  the  slavcrf  of 
Ae  poor  negros  in  dta  West  Indies,  and  Southesn  Stotes 
of  America  is  cuuntenanocd  by  law.  1W  sfaannfiil  con- 
»deradon  attending  my  imprisonmoit  is,  that  it  is  notoriously 
lalsa  and  illegal ;  for  the  law  never  was  intended  to  be 
applied  as  it  aow  hat  been.  In  my  case  the  hw  bat  bcea 
most  •oaodalonjily  abused;  and  this,  in  dtu  time,  I  trast  ta 
be  able  to  ^w,  to  the  smart  of  those  who  havs  tmptisoned 
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fOe.  So  mucb.beiag  said,  look  back  to  Ur.  Stuart's  second 
paragraph.  There,  he  first  commiBerates  105  situabon,  and 
then  (deads  for  the  law  as  oofi  without  which  "  ao  well  coo- 
#|ifu,ted  society  could  exist."  This  law,  like  to  which  there 
is  nothing  to  be  compared  id  ^ny  other  couDtry  1  so  being  , 
jsatisfied  that  all  U  well,  he  coolly  otmmts  me;  "as  in  such 
{circumstaaces  he  would  wish  to  be  committed"  1 ! 

My  opinion  has  all  along  been  made  up,  that  the  atrocity 
of  the  proceedings  against  me,  would  in  the  abstract  justify 
an;  degree  of  violent  opposition;  and  so  strong  was  the 
feeling  iamong  the  country  people,  that  I  was  called  upon 
by  several,  from  various  ^uarters^  soon  after  my  confinement, 
who  told  fa§  that  if  I  inclined,  the  prison  should  be  pulled 
down  to  let  me  out,  1  said  in  reply,  that  I  should  shake 
liaads  with  those  who  entertained  such  generous  sentiments; 
buJoB  no  account  would  wish  to  see  them  acted  upon.  I 
resigned  myself  to  a  most  i^ruel  fate,  in  defence  of  my  owd 
hoBOur,  and  with  a  hope  that  my  case  would  be  the  best 
proof  of  the  necassity  of  what  had  so  constantly  been  urged 
hy  roe,  viz.  of  inqvirif  iato  the  state  of  the  province  ;  and  all 
the  language  I  haye  used,  has  been  to  keep  the  people  steady 
to  that  object.  },  have  called  them  slmes,  not  to  affront 
tbem,  bat  to  urge  tfaepi  to  the  recovery  of  their  freedom ;  and 
not  merely  for  their  own  sakes,  but  that  the  province  may 
Bot  covtinve  to  b«  sctindalized  with  laws  and  measures  which 
pust  wijdjiold  froqi  it  req>ectable  settlers. 

Mr,  Stjqart  ie  disgusted  with  mj  question,  *'  how  is  it  that 
Americans  are  fret  and  CoHodiani  ilaoes  y  and  asks  if  this 
is  *  T9ice  to  be  soifpd^  m  Cinadiaa  ears  ?  To  be  sure  it  is. 
Canad^o  evs  SihoHh)  fing  with-  it  constantly,  till  the  dis- 
^Htipg  bvtb  is  jreffioT^  by  ^  people  here  being  made  as 
fr*9  aa  Americanos  i — not  restrained  as  to  holding  meetings, 
md  not  Mil^t  to  arbitral;  imprisonment.  Mr.  Stuart 
se«nu  to  tbiqk  CvMd^&tM  not  yet  rip«  fiir  freedom.  I  think 
tb«ir  loysl^  BO  firmly  fixed,  that  they  may  safely  enjoy  the 
jiMnost  measuTf  of  liberty.  I  tbiok  nothbg  cao  sbake  tfaeif 
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loyalty,  if  not  grossly  insulted  aud  abused  by  the  ministers 
■  of  goveroment. 

Mr,  Stuart  asks  if  I  would  make  (be  people  here  soldiers 
of  a  Jackson — a  military  despot:  but  he  will  see  from  the 
same  paper  which  contains  his  letter,  that  before  it  was  pe- 
rused by  me,  I  had  declared  myself  as  strongly  as  he  had 
against  Jackson's  conduct ;  and  I  have  steadily  done  so  ever 
since  that  unhappy  alfair  was  heard  of,  both  here  and  in  the 
States. 

The  question  as  to  being  *'  introduced  into  a  state  of 
society  abhorrent  to  those  manners  on  which  many  of  the 
proprieties  and  decencies  of  socia!  life  depend,"  must  be 
further  explained  by  Mr.  S.  before  an  answer  can  he  giveo, 
for,  at  present,  it  is  incomprehensible. 

As  to  ranking  Monroe  and  Clinton  above  "  the  pure  and 
elevated  mind  with  which  the  gracious  providence  of  God 
has  blessed  us ;"  I  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  compared  the 
speeches  which  we  read  in  the  newspapers  of  Monroe  and 
Clinton,  with  those  of  provincial  governors ;  and  it  is  but  too 
notorious  how  infinitely  superior  the  former  are  to  (he  latter. 
1  drew  the  comparison,  to  roiise  our  Governors  to  think  of 
the  difierence,  aud  to  make  better  speeches,  both  for  their 
own  credit,  and  that  of  the  pedple  they  govern.  I  have 
since  compared  the  conduct  of  Sir  Peregrine  Mailland  and 
General  Jackson  in  the  same  way,  without  having  any  view 
to  contrast,  or  expose  the  individuals,  but  to  shew  how  a 
departure  from  J?rjf  principles,  which  should  never  be  lost 
sight  of,  leads  to  error  and  to  evil, 

'  If  Mr.  Stuart  would  make  believe  that  Providence  has 
more  to  do  in  the  appointment  of  our  Governors  than  those 
of  the  United  States,  he  sports  an  idea  which  deserves  the 
most  severe  reprobation.  If  there  is  a  scene  upon  earth  on 
which  the  eye  of  Providence  beams  with  peculiar  love  and 
approbation,  it  must  be  that  where  a  free  people  are  as- 
sembled together  for  the  purpose  of  raising  to  honour  him 
whose  individual'  merit  ha«  won  their  regard  and  confidence* 
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If,  again,  there  i>  a  scene  wherein  the  devil  makes  himself' 
pBrticularly  busy,  I  should  think  it  lay  within  the  purlieus  of 
a  court  when  every  selfish  and  filthy  desire  could  be  insti- 
gated to  the  utmost,  in  making  interest  for  the  appointment 
of  a  provincial  governor. 

Mr.  Stuart  would  raise  our  ideas  of  Sir  P.  MaiUand's  in> 
dividual  excellencies.  He  speaks  of  him  aS  "  the  pure  and 
elevated  mind."  Pray,  upon  what  does  he  rest  this  extrava- 
gant compliment  to  a  mere  man  i  1  myself  entertained  hope  . 
of  Sir  P.  Maitland  being  of  a  noble  and  generous  disposition, 
when  I  first  heard  of  his  being  one  of  Wellington's  generals ; 
and  when  I  underBtood  he  wsa  son-in-law  to  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  I  most  unhappily  conceived  that  this  duke  was 
the  great  man  who  once  stood  at  the  head  of  reform  in 
£ogland.  Under  this  impression,  I  recommended  the  Con- 
venUon  to  place  confidence  in  Sir  P.  Mailland,  which  led 
to  all  our  misfortunes.  About  three  weeks  afterwards  it  was 
reported,  that  the  present  Duke  of  Richmond  was  not  the 
man  we  bad  taken  htm  to  be;  but  it  was  nearly  two  months 
before  1  was  assured  of  this,  and  knew  all  the  truth.  I  heard  • 
that  this  duke  had  never  signalized  himself  as  a  lover  of 
freedom: — that  he  was  very  poor;  and  thence  needed  a 
provincial  Government  to  improve  his  fortune; — that  Sir 
Peregrine  Maitland  had  run  away  with  the  Duke's  daughter 
in  France,  and  thns  got  himself  elevated;  that  the  Duke- 
of  Wellington  had  interceded  for  him  with  his  father-in-law, 
so  as  to  reconcile  him  to  the  clandestine  marriage,  and  thus 
Sir  Peregrine  was  made  pure.  Let  Mr.  Stuart  contradict 
these  facta  if  he  can,  and  then  establish  our  confidence  in 
"  the  pure  and  elevated  mind"  upon  proofs,  not  upon  ful- 
some compliments.  When  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland  passed 
through  Kingston,  I  was  abiding  my  trial  at  the  assizes  there, 
and  addressed  a  respectful  note  to  him.  1  again  wrote  hint 
from  New  York,  in  the  fullest  confidence  that  after  two 
honourable  acijuittals  from  charges  of  sedition,  that  he  would 
then  (MHuidfr  nie  pure,  and,  at  least,  worthy  of  a  civil  reply. 
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Ihsdnot  returned  (e  Upper  Canada  Uires  daya  whes  the' 
Gazette  anaouDoed  the  existence  of  aedition,  and  bbwted  the 
purest  hopea  of  good.  At  no  mom^t  could  pwnon  have 
so  operated  upon  me^  ]ret  I  renated  passio%  and  followed 
the  resolute  and  calm  course  of  my  dntf.  Both  at  Kingstoa 
and  onward  to  York^  while  I  was  presnog  the  people  to 
protest  against  the  eiiatence  of  seditton,  I  unifonni;  ad- 
vised them  to  looL  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  only  si  an 
ill'Mltised  man,  and  still  to  treat  him  with  respect.  I 
spoke  publicly  to  manytbousBodB,  and  not  one  can  say  they 
heard  a  disrespectful  word  flow  from  m;  mouth  towards  the 
LieutetURt-Govenor.  At  Ymk  I  found  he  had  wUfuIly 
offended  gainst  eonslibitioaal  right — ^inst  "  Anlightoied 
manners,  and  the  beDeflcent  influence  of  religion."  I  fouod 
that  be  wM  worshipped  as  an  idol,  and  from  diat  momenf 
considered  it  my  duty  to  lessen  such  mischievou«  adoration. 

No'onebutMr.  Stuart  has  explicitly  avowed  the  princi^e 
on-  which  adoration  shotild  be  paid  to  ^  P.  Mutlandii  He 
sett  him  up  as  a  person  especially  placed  over  us  by  Godt 
He  speaks  of  our  Rulers  as  those  "  to  whom  God  expressly 
commands  the  tongue  to  use  deference,  respect,  and 
obedience."  Now,  I  do  most  earnestly  intreat  attention  to 
this  subject,  for  it  is  one  upon  which  the  clearest  li^t 
should  be  thrown :  it  is  a  subject  which  should  be  tlioroughly 
undsritood  by  every  well  wisher  to  good  government. 

God,  no  doubt,  directs  every  event;  but  I  deny  that 
RiJera  have  more  bis  favour  than  the  least  creature  in  ex- 
istence. As  long  as  Rulers  virtuously  discharge  their  duties 
to.  those  whom  they  rule  over,  they  deserve  deference,  respect^ 
and  obedience;  but  no  longer.  It  was  for  many  ages 
insisted  on  by  the  kings  of  the  earth,  that  they  reigned  over 
the  people  by  a  divirtc  right,  and  under  this  plea  the  world 
was  subjected  to  the  grossest  tyrannies.  Soon  after  the 
Bible  beoame  known  to  the  people,  by  the  art  of  printing, 
they  read  in  it  that  the  first  king  was  granted  to  the  Israelites 
on  their  own  request,  proceeding  from  their  own  filthy  lusts,, 
which  tempted  them  to  prefer  a  king,  as  a  ruler^  instead  of 
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Glod  bimselr,  vho  had  hitherto  directed  their  nffiiira,  through 
the  medium  of  Judges;  and  who  now  granted  their 
requett,  that  therein  they  might  be  punished,  ordering  a 
proteit,  however,  to  be  first  made  to  them^  against  their  folly 
nd  wickedness,  in  desiring  a  king.     (I  Samuel,  Chap,  iii.) 

The  world  groaned  for  thousands  of  years  under  the  reign 
af  kings,  who  pretended,  in  direct  contradiction  of  truth,  that 
tfaey  had  the  peculiar  countenance  of  Gofl^  and  were  ap- 
pcHOted  for  a.bleising,  not  for  a  curse,  as  the  Scripture  moat 
expUdtly  declares.  The  truth  at  last  being  known,  the 
British  nation  first  prevailed  over  this  wicked  assumption, 
land  they  drove  the  Stuart  family  from  the  throne,  because  of 
dieir  continuing  to  act  upon'  a  right,  which- they,  in  their 
pride  and  bigotry,  would  still  insist  was  derived  from  God, 
At  the  glorious  Revolution  many  of  the  people  of  Britain 
thought  they  could  do  without  a  king;  but  as  many  others 
were  prejudiced  in  favour  of  having  one,  they  agreed  to 
elect  a  foreigner,  viz.  King  Wdliam ;  but  they  so  bound  him 
down,  as  to.  possess  no  arbitrary  power.  They  gnve  him 
the  right  of  declaring  war,  but  they  kept  the  purse  in  their 
own  hands,  without  which,  the  King  could  not  procure  a 
aword,  either  to  destroy  bis  own  aubjects  or  others.  Further, 
diat  he  migh^  at  all  events,  be  falameleas,  they  declared  that 
he  could  do  no  wrong;  and  that  his  servants  were  to  be- 
liable  to  punishment  for  every  error  committed  in  bis  name.. 
By  this  contrivance  it  is,  that  we  can  render  to  the  king  the 
most  constant  and  perfect  love :  but  as  we  respect  him,  it  is 
our  du^  to  be  watchful  over  his  servants ;  and  by  the  custom 
of  England,  the  people  do  take  greater  liberties  in  censurmg 
the  conduct  of  the  king's  ministers  than  they  do,  or  would 
be  allowed  to  do,  towards  other  men.  A  inuty  of  this 
practice  jn  provinces  has  been  one  cause  how  Governors 
have  become  so  very  licentious  and  overbearing;  and  iti» 
only  filthy  idolatry  which  would  check  an  exercise  so  con' 
atitutional  and  necessaiy.  As  to  myself,  I  declare  befom 
God,  that  I  have  never  wantonly  made  %ht  of  Sir  Pere^ioe 
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Maitland.  1  have  done  bo  on  the  strict  principle  of  ^aty^ 
and  for  the  sole  purpose  of  lessening  the  abominable 
idolatry  which  is  observed  towards  him,  and  which  bereaves 
inen  of  all  sense  of  ^roprietj,  shame,  feeling,  and  honour; 
1  do  itatsii  expense  of  comfort  to  myself;  for  politeness 
and  courtesy  are,  for  their  own  sakes,  truly  dear  to  me. 

When  Mr.  Stuart  would  blind  us  (see  page  ccxsxiii) 
•  *  *  •  Jesus  Christ  was  under  the  law,  and  the  lawyers  laid 
snares  to  inveigle  him  within  its  penalties ;  but  though  he 
would  not  deny  the  right  of  Caesar,  they  could  take  no  hold 
of  his  language  towards  the  Governor  of  Ceesar's  province. 
After  there  was  "  no  fault  found  in  him,"  Herod  only  "  mock- 
ed him,  and  set  him  at  nought ;"  Herod !  who  afterwards  was 
struck  dead  on  his  throne  while  the  people  estolled  him  as 
a  God!  (Acts, chapter  12.) 

When  Paul  preached  at  Ephesus,  no  doubt  he  made  free 
in  putting  to  scom  the  image  of  Diana,  which  the  people 
worshipped  instead  of  the  God  of  Truth.  The  people  seem 
to  have  been  willing  to  hear  him;  but  the  craftsmen  who 
profited  by  upholding  the  image,  drowned  bis  voice  with  in- 
cessant clamour,  and  by  hallooing  out  <*  Great  is  Diana  of  the 
Ephesians  I  great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephesians !" 

Mr.  Stuart  does  not  know  what  I  mean  by  saying  that 
"  a  Bri^sh  subject  no  longer  treads  firm  beneath-  the  pro- 
tecting privilege  of  habeas  corpus."  O !  Idolatry !  Idolatry  ! 
to  what  wilful  bliudness  canst  thou  reduce  mankind ! 

He  knows  of  no  impediment  to  prevent  the  people  from 
choosing  a  commission  to  carry  home  a  petition  to  the  foot  of 
the  throne.  Let  him  give  us  the  plan,  and  we  shall  be  satis- 
fied. Would  it  do  to  assume  the  beautiful,  the  orderly,  and 
peaceable  mode  which  I  shall  ever  boast  of  having  organized, 
merely  changing  the  word  Convention  into  Congress,  and 
Friends  to  Inquiry  iaio  Holy  Alliance?  So  .soon  as  his 
plan  is  shewn  to  he  safe  and  elBcientj  I  shall  propose  the  re- 
call of  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland  as  the  subject  of  our  first 
pctiUon.  1 
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,  Mr..  Stuart  rants  sgaiast  fionveoliooa  tliis  aumtner,  tbougb 
lait  ■ummer  he  aided  the '  convention ;  aiid  thougK  he  tlien 
gave  a  sketch  for  improving'  the  petition  to  the  Prince  Re- 

.  gent,  he  now  saya,  "  I  thus  publicly  declare  that  I  see  no 
ground  for  an;  such  Conjinission  or  Petition!"  What!  Sir 
Peregrine,  have  you  really  made  him  sure  of  a  Churcb,'or 
granted  him  a  well  situated  Reserve  f 

.  The  only  other  controverted  point,  concerns  my  having  said 
that  Simcoe's  "  offer  of  Townships  was  quashed ;"  Mr.'Stuart 
■ays  "  on  this  point  1  can  positiveTy  correct  Mr,  Gourlay." 
Nov  there  is  here  such  unblushing  ignorance  and  presumption 
as  passes  all  comprehension.  In  niany  p.irts  of  the  Province 
there  are  people.now  alive  \v}\p  cagie  as  settlers  upon  Siin- 
coe'a  offer  of  Townships,  but  who  had  to  put  iip  with  ] 200 
acres  in  lieu  thereof,  u<pon  tl\e  offer  being  quashed.  'These 
people,  to  this  day,  complain  of  the  ttreuch  of  faith,  and  others 
who  came  .well  prepared  to  talte  advantage  of  the  offeri  re- 
turned to  the  States  in  disgust,  Mr.  Stuart  says,' "  I  could 
have  obtained  a  township,  had  it  1)eeii  in  qiy  power  to  have 
brought  out  an  adequate  numbei:  of  settlers..  .'I  h^ve  every 
reason  to  believe  this  power  still  exists  in  tlte  Secretary  of 
Slate's  office."     He  means,  no  doubt,  thai'  the  powe'r'of 

^  granting  townships  exists  in  thei  Secretjiry  of  State's  omce ; 

,  ^nd  lam  qyile  willing  to  think  so,  on  the  authority  of.Priest 
M'Oonaid.  What  1  want  is  to  see  the  power  taken  out  of 
these  offices  at  London  and  York ;  to  have  it  placed  in  pro- 
|>er  hinds,  and  the  land  under  proper  regulations  disposed  of 
for  the  national  advantage,  after  the  whole  colonial  policy 
fau  been  fully  discussed  by  the  Prince  and  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment. , 

Did  any  body  ever  know  of  a  Township  being  granted  oil 
fair  business  principles ;  or  is  any  body  so  weak  as  to  believe 
that  if  the  ministry  would  hold  out  liberal  terms  at  home  for 
the  settlement  of  Canada,  that  ther^  are  not  capitalists  in  Eng- 
land who  would  come  but  here  and  engage  for  whole.  Town- 
ships!    Pritjf  why  should  British  fvnien  be  luuv  purchss- 
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iD^  latgt  tracts  ID  the  Slates,  and  be  proceediiig  ^ven  so  far  inland 
as  the  Illinois  temtorf,  witb  large  bodies  of  people  and  abund- 
ant capital,  if  their  own  government  >vould  deal  liber^IIv  with 
'th«in  I  Seventeen  months  ago,  I  offefe<^  if  government  would 
give  me.tbe  management  o(  the  public  lands  of  Upper  Canada 
for  30 years, that  I  wo,ulil  maiali^>i»<^unKK''iat  tim^,  twor^i- 

,  -mentsfoihis  Majesty, fepair,4ndkeepin  repair,  all  the  forta,and 
for  the  last  twenty  years  of  the  term,  pay  an  annual  rent  to  Bri- 

„  tain  of  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterlii^.  This  offer  I  pub- 
lished, to  attract  notice  to  the  value  of  Canad^,  and,  bating  an 
adequate  sum  for  the  miacftief  done  by  Sir  Peregrine  IMfait- 
land,  1  should  really  still  engage  with  it.     This  was  called 

,  "myOBBAT  OFFBB,','  and  was  reported  aU  over  the  States 
and  firitwi.  I  shall  now  gratify  Mr,  Stuart  with  an  eihi- 
bilion  of  a  little  offer,  wbich  I  actually  mad^  as.an  eroigratii^ 
British  farmier  soon  after  my  arrival  in  the  Province  (see 
letter  to  Sir  John  Sherhroke  and  reply,  |uge557;  vol.  Sd.) 

Observe  here  die  miserable  decrepid  system  of  proceeding 
laid  down,  in  this  letter  of  Col.  Myers.  What  farmer  of 
capital  wonld  engage  with  separate  lots  of  100  acres,  or  be 
dependent  for  an  increase  of  bounds  to  the  caprice  of  in- 
specting officers  "  from  time  to  time  V    After  thu,  I  peti* 

.  tioned  at  Yo^k,  to  know  what  quantity  of  land  I  should  have, 
in  the  event  of  my  actually  coming  to, settle  in  Canada.  The 
answer  was,  tiiat  "  a  locatioi;  would  be  made,  in  proportion 
to  the  opinion  then  formed,  of  my  means  to  become  a  useful 
settler."  All,  this  is  childish  in  the  extreme,  or  worse  than 
childish ;  it  sI^qws  a  del^mination  to  avoid  all  liberal  and  re- 
gular commercial  proceeding. 

The  Aict  is. simply  this,  the  Eiecutive  neither  wishes  to 
encourage  farmers  to  come  from  home  with  capital,  nor  to 
see  enterprising  men  in  this  Province.  They  wish  to  see  it 
settled  with  poor  ignorant  people,  who  may  quietly  submit  to 
be  domineered  over  by  the  arbitrary  wilt  of  governors,  priests, 
and  legislative,  councillors.  Nor  will  the  resident  landowm- 
ars  of  Upper  Canada  ever  break  up  the  illiberal;  narrow- 
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nindcJ  and  base  a^stem,  which  has  so  long  held  down  the 
value  of  their  prop«-t<r,  till  the^  g«t  die  f*hde  sutt^of* 
Canadian  policy  tiar\j*Ai  openly'  brought  before 'the  Impe> 
rial parliameDti  '  How  oftra,'good  Godi,h6^  often  sbouhl  I 
have  'to  repeat  tiiis  ti^tfi,  aod  press  this  mealBitre,  so  'oonsti- 
tutional,  so  safe,  and  effective  J  Is  it  not  the  truest  loyahj'  to 
pot  confidence  in  the  Prince  and  Parliament  at  homef 

Mr.  Stuart  asks,  if  I  forget  that  Hajetty  eontnioaly  acts 
through  its  mihiaters;  and  seems  to  think  it  odd,  that  I  should- 
re'vilb  those  mlnistei'i  who  will  ^ence  indignanlly  ■'eject  us.' 
To  be  siire  the  mimsters  will:  but  my  [Proposal,  aH  «h)Rg, 
faftsbeento  get  beyoiid  the  ibitustera;  toget  iMO' the  roy»l 
presetice,  and  on  the  floor  of  the  British  parBataient  to  prove 
that  the  blame  and  reviling  was  just  and  necessary.  The  raJnis* 
ters  are  great  landholders  in  Engluid,  who  hare  a  direttselSsh 
interest  against  that  of  the  landholders  of  Canada;  buttife 
Pnncehas  no  such  interest  against  ftiscouDti^.'  He  Woa4d 
glory,  and  haVe  iticTeaied  ghrj,  jn'seaing  it  Boaridu  In  tkw 
Biitiih  parliament  too  ttfere  are  soind  noUe  indepeMlent 
spirits,  men  who  would  have  sense  to  see  thatthe  prosperity' 
of*  Canada  is  not  incompatible  with  that  of  the  parent  ststej 
that  the' selfishness  of  EttgGshlatadlordS  ought  not  to  stand 
in  Uie  way  of  national  good  ;"hnd  by  their  mnriy  aodlibwtd 
diBcussiohs,  "they  would  Jntet-eat  the  great  'nlasS  of  the  people 
in'th^r  favour.  RevlUiag  of  thiRlsters  is  a  consbtutional  right 
^f  Englishmen.  li  is  a '  pracdce  which  all  parueH  at  boOm 
allow  to'  be  essentially  neoessaiy'  to  keep  down  the  tyhuitoittal 
disposition  whid'i  idl  men  in  power  are  pronb'  to,'  and  -  to  keisp 
alive  the  watcbfiilnesk  of  the  pfaople.  The  late'  Mr.' Pitt 
was,  1 1>elieve,  in  private  life;  a  Babst  aonUile  man,  and  oo- 
liody'wouldhave  s'pokbnharshly  ofhim  inihatckpadty;  but 
iis  a  minister  he  was  reviled,  grossly  reviled,  by  as  amiaUe 
inen  as  ever  stepped.  This  kind  Of  deviling  does  not  proceed 
iii  wradi  from  the  hewt,  but  ^xlm  ibe  andentanding,  as  is 
Coostituttoual  dufy.  '    '  '  > 

itr.  S,  t>robeedi  to  leeturc  on  pttriotiBm,  and  says  muiy 
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ttiingtwkkl>'Ti'9>4d.iA»Ad:W^t  ,Jrpili  a  pfi1pU{  bat,  b«  for- 
g«l»<that  nbillw  Uie  iyord«  patriotism  nor  loyalty  are  to  b« 
fonud  in  thie  sKcred  Scriptures,  (at  least  so  far  na  I  cbd  re- 
member) and  that  at  present  be  bas  tbriut  binuelf  forward 
iido  (lalittcal  cpntrpveray. 

His  doctrine isrp^uure  obe(|ieiice;  Bod  towards  God,  I 
sbvU  b*  a^  ipie^k  as  lumself.  In  golUics  I  hold  mjself  ai ' 
hktiag  14  dQ'witb  mep;  and  to  guard  against  their.  Qrannical . 
diiposiuoi^s,'  co^uider,  it  to  |^  in>  sacred  duty,  continuall;  to 
w,at4Ji;  and  repist,:if  .required.  The  Scriptures  inculcate  cha- 
rity, and.t^Uus  that  it  "  thinketh  no  evil;"  but  the  Scrip- 
twes  also  tfeU  :Us,  .to.  "  be  wise  as  serpents,  and  iuDocent  ai 
doffis."  .This  ^preqj^oa  clearlj^  indicates  that  mere  inno- 
cfiiwe  is  not  enoMghx  at  least,  her^e  on  earth.  We  must  not 
beinnpharitai^U  or  qivpicaous ; .  but  neither  must  we  forget 
thu  \fe  are  fa.er^  surronnded  .^ith  evil.  To  angels  in  hea< 
v«H,  :at  Ua* t, flow  lJi«t.,U)f  devil,is  driven  out^of  it,  I  think 
no:0«MttQti  :wouJ|d..b3.;^cesiarjr  to.  be  ,n^  wise  as  serpents. 
Mr.  Stuart  wQrls.up.liis  definitioaof  patriotisni,  to  suit  bis 
doalone.  of  paWTe; tibfdicfice,  aqd  gues  it  for  aground* work, 
lbaiHo[y;SciipUii'e4,  wherein  it  hasntdttietroot  nor  branch. 
llkBiljoJy  Scvi^Hr^  inculcate  universal  hencvtrience,  which 
isatvariai^e  ^i^.jMtriotis^.,  Patriottsm.waS' a  feeling  as 
qtror^;b^for«.tl^  C))rJElifa..era  xf  since;,  perha|is  stronger : 
Uu.  I  kn<tw:  not  if  ans-^veat  in.ni^dern  tim«4,.iia8  given 
^oofiof  it.eqi^  to  ate  cqiiidujct  of  the. Spartaoa,  who  died 
fi»r  their;  fiQqntryj  at  Tbervcipyl« ;  bu^  the  drift  of  Mr. 
Stnart,  :is  to  ceuiept  palriotipm  with  loyalty,  through  die  me- 
dinnt  of  fhe.  Scrip^tes,  anfl.he  thus  deludes  bimaeV  more 
and  PlOjr«:  l.a^y,  )Miup(^f»  fc«  I  cannot  thi^k  bis  wretched 
•opiustry  .wiU  iispo^,  upon  any  r^A^cting  ;nind. .  Patriotiim 
baa  alfrajs  been.strpqg|Qst  }u  r.epubU^s.  ,The.Sonisns  gav« 
itrctpg'pfCOfifs.pf^pl^nplisai  .before  .tbej  beunie  subject  to 
the  emperors.  After  that,  their  patriotisin  dwindled  down 
iuto  luyitlt;f^l)d  p8#^va  9b^l)(^, .  _  ,     ,,  ,. 
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This  Briliah'loyaliiy  is  far  abate  pabme  obcdi^e.-  Itf'u  ■ 
founded  upon  reaWo,  and  is' not  "  hitmbled iin^  it  semet^' 
iU-<Km  <mib,*'  «s 'Mr.- Stuart  would  have  the  principle  of 
loTilty  to  be.  To  God  it  is  bumble ;  but  not  to  man.  Bri- 
tish loyalty  eotertaioB  unfeigned' lov6  to  the  Kingi  but  it 
does  not  regard  the  King  only.  It  regards  the  nbote  body  - 
and  s'oul  of  (be  constitution ;  and  it  BCts-most  firmly  when 
it' best  uAderstands  the  spirit  of  the  constitution.  The  se- 
cbild  Jamev WIS  so  tngoted  that  he'couM  not  conprebendi 
this  spirit.  He  would  dictate,'in- «lefiancdOf  Pariiament,^ 
from  an  idea  that  be  bad  » divine  right  to  the  throne,  and 
that  bis  subjects  o^ed  him  passive,  obedj^ce ;  but  bis  sub- 
jects taught  him  a  lesson  which  kings  should  never  forget. 
They  tiiu^bthintf'tfcat'th^y  could  drive  him  from  the  throne, 
and  place  in  it  another,  who  should  be  passively  obedient  to 
nMson  and  the' laws.'  '    "         '  : 

'Mr:  C.  Stuart  resembles,  so  atrongly,' Ae  setjoRdJ^mq^ 
that  I'cannot  help  tbinkiag' him  a  Uacel  desceifdaotr     ' 

It  is  truly  worthy  of  renailc,  as  cbaiiactt^riBtic -of  human 
weakneSa,'  how  this  nsany'iriiile  be  W^ preaching' up  ^hat-be 
tbinks  Christian  ddctrine,  is^evidently  frying  with  pasupnS'to, 
wbkli  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  is  -  most  .expressly  opposed^ 
.  I  ask  the  readers  of  the '  Spectator  to  study  his  letter  ov^s 
aiirdover  again4  They  will. more  and  more  perceive,  that 
ivbile  be  is  bowing  to,'  and  flattering  Sir  P.  Majtltrnd,  bin 
soul  iS'bursAtgwhh'wrathaad.micharitableQesiB  towards  .me 
and  my  opinions.  I  say,  bursOng,  /becausa  the  passion 
seems  to  be:beyoad.h]scontnHil,  He  makes:  shew  of  the 
ctipof  chari^.'  He  says;  that  he  grieves!  for  my  situntipq, 
and'CommiseraiefmyMdreiii^:  he  pretends  not  to  pene* 
trate  into  nny.imtives :  -he  protests  flgunat  personality ;  w.hile 
unkindoess,  cold-hearted  iadifierenoe,  and.aecua»t)Oias.  moat 
pointed,  accusations  distorted  ;n;ith  imisrepresentation,  and 
Mackened-with  tlietiab^of  a  distempered  imagination,  burst 
forth  at  every  pore.  "I  hope  he  will  yet  be  conscious  of  the 
evil  spirit  which  moves  within'hTn)';  and,  in  the  mean  time,  bid 
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hiib:  itika  -!>■«!(*  ill  %.tCfni^duig^wqr4ff,  '*  A^.  infJ|ce  ^ayd 

N'.B,  O0jo<B)tingjoiwr:qWipF>ffRrPvIiti^Te/ouiid.  ctqufu, 
o{:twB>-aattf,  addwwfl.d0.!Sir  PjCregyj^  JU^af^Jand,  and  tb^, 
Dnks'of  BMlwQBdt  onjtfaeir,.&rat  a^fiv^l  in  tiie  Pfi^vuice, 
which, nay  .iiQt:b«,  aMQgSfftef.un^prtl^;P^'nptLc^,  to  shew 
bamr.T«7.&Ue:SUs|M^miSvl!W*hi  a(.tlMjl(,tip9K  of  h^t^  n-;_ 
ginkd  «s  « .seriitkiua.  p«c8Qn  > , 

To  Sir  P.  Maitland,  Sfc.  Sec.  See. 

Sib, 

Laying,  as  I  do  at  preaent^  nnder  a.  cbu^:  of.  UMliRg. 
tHe  Oorerameflt  o£  tlqa.  coaatiy,  it  sonld  be  unbmcpviii^g  in 
me,  at  preaent,  to  pmcat  mgraclf;  beCant  jjOur  E»cfM«ptJ.i 
and;  at  any  rate,  it-is  little  mf.^ipanlwn  to  IwolHrHdi^. 

Aa,  bo*e«er>  cireomatstices  hwt^  biougbt  my  qhhq  into 
Dotoriety,  b  coniie«io^  wiib  tbs  ptditkal  coocenui  of  (he. 
jrronOce,  1  b^  l«w«  to  s^,  that  ikoiild  your.  EsceUevfj 
'  bare  any  desire  to  have  an  interview!  ^tith  ns  «t  a  Aitiu^ 
period,  I  sba]!  be  bappy  to  bare  that  b(tnour«  aind  sl^ll  b« 
nest  mlKng  to  reply  to  an^  qiMstion  ^hic^  aftsr  Qipite  tbfQ 
a  year's  reteafch  in  tbi  province,  yon  in^'iifppoH  nw  c^* 
pable  of  aBsweriiig  to  iqliafiHCtloq. 

Most  asxioiuiy  desiring  tbe  wcUats  .of  Upper  Cvovdfif 
and  tbat  a  liberal  p«^cy  nay  yef  bind  'it  more  wd  mpn 
close  to  tbe  parent  s^te,  I  ^all  siMceady  n^oiw  if  tbeK 
gnat  oli^ts  COD  be  effected,  vpiar  tbe  vufisp*  .of  yp.iff 
SUcettnt^.    And,  vi^atl  dneteifific^  I  am,  ^, 

Your  Czcellency's  moat  obedient  Serran^ 
HQBERT  GOURLAT. 


■)K:,tPrJt,G00glc 


To  His  (3kace  the  Dd'ke  ov  RicftuoNO,  ^.  4%.'  ^e. 

<:krrtmili,  Si^enAer'idf  1616. 

Mr.  GouHal^^^a^^  tbroi^  Cdrtrwatt;1l«)'tifeanltb8t  hit 

' ' Hicellenc;,  the  Gdvertior  id  Chief,  it  ttf  b^'here  M-day: 

Mr,  O.  embrecea  tbe  opportnnity  of  offering  bis  uncera 

congntiUatioiu,  oa  the  arrival  in  Upper  Caiudt,'  of  a  per- 

•ona|«  itfao  faai'befcH«  him  the  finest  field  ta  the  woiid>  of 

'  \tbpT&nag  httmait'  lJkpiliiwu,'dDd'  ^itencing^  ib  reaUti/^ibe 

•'  %tiu.itdi  of  th^  British  empire. 

Mr.  G.  takes  the  liberty  of  presepting  tETe"Diike  of  Rich- 
'  mood  with  four  pamplilets,  connected  with  the  present  poli- 
tiod  stat«.  of  the  prpvin^^,.  nibich.  hU  Grace  fmy,  on  hif 
joamey,  perhaps,  have  tine  to  penue. 


'  ''N»Tit.'-^I'our'days''«Iter'  ilr«  abtotri'wu pubMied,  I'waa'flhnt 
'  u]^  B'iilDitJ  Jn^soner,'  kod'  ti6t' alio  wed  U>  bominuincaTe  wift  tba 
press.  My  friends,  even  lOBgistrates,  and  counsel,  Veti  for  some 
time  denied  acceu  to  me,  snd^  till  llie  SOtb  August,  wlien  caDed 
vp  for  trial,  I  was  not' allowed  to  step  across  the  threshold  of  mjr 
taW,..  I  was  tried,  and^no,^rably  Quitted,  at  Kingston,  on  iha 
Ifith  Aoguat,  £vS'daya  after  tbe  date  of  the  ihora  letter  to  Sir 
PKV^ae  Haitlaad,  I  was  tried,  ud  bonouiably  aequitt«d«  at 
BrockriUa;  bb  tUe  BOtli'Augwt-;  and  'ttratdayf'afWwinds  wrote 
llieaboye  to'Ae  Dtto  of  ■fljettmbndi  <*n  my  way  toNetvYoA, 
where  I  was  W  dAslNiHilk;  b^'lA^rs  Wiitin^Aifa  *«»  'froBi -^g- 
Ian^''''4ii^he^1'cbu^i^a1<i16li^rhi  America.  Myletten  en- 
icourapd  no  w'remain,  and  I  addressed  the  following, 
''  TO  SIB  PEkWiuHk 'MxrhUiii*,  K.  C.  B.;  isoe.  *c. 

iVmr  yonl,  ^tena«M8,  Mia. 
''Sia, 
'  '¥eii'"w'buHf'i«&ef^'Mn  Me',  iiii  'yotat-'War^  llir6u^H'Kiog^*fam,  a 
note,  iiitiiiiatiD^I  that )^ laying,  as  Ithen di<l,'il'Dder  kcrbnina)  tbar^, 
J  could  not  with  jrrapriety  praseot  myself  before  your  Excellencj, 
From  that  cttarge  I.  wd*  aitquitied,^  iTcM^M  from  MMither  af  the 
'■  sutie'kifidiattki'JdtnBtowk'jUMaea. 
''    H|^  ^cAebti«D'!ii  Ca>taaa,^%DRfet(Uenee'«rthMf'ttAiMtni(ietl8i'hBd 
derailed  all  my  plans,  and  I  bad  to  harry  off  to  this  place  tt^receire 
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letten.  which  hkd  long  lajp  (or  me ;  to,  hare  the  Iktest  liite11i^«f« 

'  IVoifa  mjr  lHrii<li'ulloiM;'iudlo  qntet  th«lr'niziet!e«,  by  comMtni' 
cafilig .  the  .i(nw  of  tbe  vhplewBiit  oocnmncef,  which  had  brufcen 

;  Ae  <4i^B  of  coirc«p«qde))ce,  «q4  deky«<1  my  nfaxa  to.  Epgluii. 

Haring  Ht  al  rest  tfae«e  prJTate  eopcenii,.!  r«t<ini  fartbwitfa,  to 
Canada,  to  aupport  the  public  measurei  which  I  have  there  adrised; 
and  I  hope  that  your  Excellency  will,  in  many  things,'  see  good 
reasnn  to  couDtenance  a  fliUan^ftir  inquiry  iki  the  sobiect:  sboaU 

'  this  belhe  ease,  nathin^  wo«(dgJ*e  me  ^reUer  pleasure  than  to  renew 

.  .the^Statiatical  iqqHirics  vhicfa  1  bf:gan  Mfjrlf  a:y««r  ^i^i  and  with 
liberal  patronage  from  your  ExceBent^,  f  ijcb  a  ^o^  might,  I  tnist, 
be  aode  generally,  usefa).  In  completing  it  I  should  nqtiire  no  b- 
formation  which  ought  to  be  concealed)  aad'alltbat  haBcnme,  or  may 
come,  to  me  from  the  people  of  tbe  proTioce,'  should  be  open  to  your 

'  perusal.  No  one  erer  started  a  project  wHh  hetter  intentiona,  or  had  to 
change  his  plan  with  peater  4lia^H. 

As  to  the  political  controrsrsy  which  has  taken  place,  I  bare  no  wish 
here  to  ininence  your  EzcelTeucy  in  my  farour.    It  ia  difficult  to 

'I  doutead.with.  ahawinstifna  wid>outbw^,-defiled.  Rcceot  pnfahca- 
tioat-vt  the  newspapers  must  have,  metj  your,  ^ye;  and, they  are  tbe 
most  loathsome.  Thai  your  Excellency  may.  bare  opportunity  to 
trace  matters  firam  the  begiuning,,  I  shall  take  the  lilierty  of  order- 
ing a  collection  of  extracts  from  tbe  Niagara  Spectator^  to  he  fbr- 

"warded  to  your  Excelledcy.  ■     ■      .   ., 

^ould  ibe'generd  irottresaiDnd  made  ii[id^  yimr  tnind,  generate 

'  'suspidoos  that  I  am  unworthy  oT  cftttftdeh'ce^  -  the  hiei«  aekbowledg- 
ment  of  the  receipt  of  ibis  letter,  hy  me  addrcMed  toMe;  at^Quetiu- 
tMt,  wIMlMSuffleseiit.    If  otfaenriBe.Midyoa  sbotridinoliMlohsTe 

'  BeoDferenee  on  the  avljeot,  lahaJIwilliD^y  .proceed  to  York,  and 
.   w^tiUfOn  yom^  Ejiceltwqr.  :  I  am,.jwitli,diieiespeot, 

,.,   ,Yoi)r£iceHeQ^>  o^hdijeQt.Sem^tr 
.,.       7     J  .,      RpBEft'^GOURLAY. 

I  arrivi^  at  Kiogstpn,  fr^m  the  United  States,  on  the  17th  Oc- 
tober, and  on  the  30th,"  tbe  tipper  Canada  Gazette  of  the  ISth 
Muhsd  that  pitci),  'coiltainnig  tAe  LieuteDant-QoTemor's  apeech 
at  the  opening  of  Parliatnent,  on  the  12th  of  October,  with  the 
lepliefi.froni  which  extracts  bavabaen  giren  above,  pageccccrii. 

Here  then  is  the  summing  up:  after  two. honourable  acquittals, 
and  after  addressing  myself  to  the  Governor  and,Lieuteaant-Oo- 
Ternor,  in  the  fullNt  confidence  of  at  least  being  civilly  treated, 
my  «0Bd(iet  called  forth  "indignaiioa'^ini  tha  opeitiitt  ^leech: 
I  waa  designated  "  a  factions  iadWidiial''.,ll>yrtlM>ABsanU)lf;  and 
finally.,  wiuout  tbe-  aUgbtant  proof-pf  guilt,  ^mppiooall  «l^  ba- 
,  triahtdlH  ■    [  >'■ 
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loyaliBts,  and  lands  betlowed  on  their  chtldten,  on  atuiniog 
the  age  of  31  years,  13. 

American!  from  the  United  Btatet,  impolicy  of  preventing  thetr 
emigration  lo  Canada,  ii.  416.  Further  remarks  on  this  sub- 
ject, 44t— 482. 

Amfaerstburgh,  the  safest  and  most  commodioas  harbour  in  that 
part  of  the  province,  i.  4^.  The  rallying  point  for  tfaa 
British  forces  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  47.  Abandoned 
by  Qeneral  Proctor,  ibid.  Restored  to  the  Eogllah  gaten.' 
ment  at  tiie  peace,  and  re-established  as  a  military  post,  ibid. 

Ambersi  island,  township  of,  i.  130,     Township  r^it  oi,  48S. 

AncBSter,  township  report  of,  i,  S88. 

Animsls  of  the  forest,  i.  15T. 

Anstmiher,  Mr.  ii.  3S,  S8. 

Antelope,  i.  104. 

Appendix  to  Sketches  of  Upper  Canada,  i.  Off. 

*■'■■!  ■  (0  the  second  Tolame,  No.  I.  British  tUtcrtei  regardi^ 
Canada,  iii.  No.  IL  Resolntioiw,  Addieises,  &o.  of  the 
Assembly  and  Xegislatire  Council,  and  the  Minntps  of  a 
By-stander  daring  (he  lest  eeseion  of  Parliameiit,  (1818), 
withtbeCiTii  List  and  Chnroh  of  Upper  Canada,  1.  No.  III. 
Extracts  from  the  Niagara  Spectator,  on  TarioDa'B&bjeets,  a. 

Apples,  the  prinoipal' fruit  of  Upper  Canada,  i,  lU, 

Apprenticeship,  (be  British  sistnte  on  this  sobjcct  not  in  fafu  ii 
Upper  Canada,  i.  236,  237,  and  note. 

Ardent  iiuritB,  free  nse  of,  formerly,  in  the  pnynnca,  i.  Sll.    Los  ' 
frequent  now,  2S9. 

Argmteail,  seigniory  of,  i.  602.  . « 

Army  bills,  as  a  medium  of  circnlation,  adi^tad  dwiiv  Um  wat, 
i.  328. 

Assembly  of  Upper  Canada,  Tote  for  inquiry  into  the  alat»  of  the 
province,  Gm.  Int.  vii.  Prorogued  in  ranieqnenee  of  a 
dispnta  with  the  Legislative  Council,  ibid.  Again  sumnKmad 
to  meet,  si.  Carry  an  approval  of  the  Ideut.-Gownor's  dsr 
claration  oifhis  Intention  to  withhold  the  royal  gDut  of  land 
fr»m  those  penou  'who  had  been  tDembers  of  the  convealion. 
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bf  a  itngla  vota,  lii.  Declare  Mr.  Qourlay'i  addieu  libd- 
loui,  and  solicit  Ibe  LienL-QoTeroor  to  order  proMculions, 
itii.  Character  of  ita  menibara,  Iziv.  Uri.  .Resolve  that 
Qaoeral  de  Rottenburgh's  proclamatioD  «f  martial  law  waa 
tincoDttitutioDal,  i.  IS.  Constituted  by  the  act  of  31  Geo. 
III.  IMX  Number  of  its  membera,  11)2.  Their  qualiCca- 
titma,  liW.  Its  duration,  200.  Speaker  elected  by  ths 
nwmbera,  and  approved  by  the  Qorenior,  201.  Its  rigkia 
and  powera,  in  general,  analogout  to  thoie  of  the  British 
HoDse  of  Commona,  ibid.  Debate  and  reaolutiona  on  tho 
.  claim  of  the  LeglslatiTe  Couunl  to  alter  mooey  bills,  ii. 
570. 

Atsessment,  form  of,  ii.  356. 

Attoroay-Ganaral,  the,  ii.  74. 


Bakar,  Mr.  ii.  tl. 

Bank,  one  eatabliabad  at  Kingston,  and  two  at  Monttatl.  i.  tVT, 

noU. 
Banknipt  law,  none  in  fte  prorince,  i.  230i 
Barclay,  Commodore,  defeated  and  taken  priaoner  by  Commodes 

Perry,  i.  53.    His  gratitude  for  the  kindncia  with  wtieh  ho 

was  treated,  M. 
Barnard,  Mr.  ii.  104. 
Barrislen  in  Upper  Cauda  allowed  to  have  fouf  apprantieee  ot 

derka  eaidi,  i  335. 
BartoBf  township  report  of,  i.  394. 
Base,  a  lake  fish,  three  spedes  of  it,  i.  17>. 
Bastard,  townihip  roport  of,  i.  518. 
Battle  near  the  Moravian  towns,  i.  43. 
.— —  ia  the  Long  Woods,  i.  44. 

at  Magusga,  i.  48. 

——  of  Chippawai  i.  62. 
— — ;  of  Lundy's  Iane,i.  73. 

ofChryiler's  field,  i.  125. 

Bayhan,  townabip  report  of,  i.  338.  ,     • 
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Bear,  the  Caniidian,  higet  than  the  European,  i.  18t. 

Beasts,  ordinary  time  of  tanttng  thwi  out  to  pastw^  and  of 

takiog  them  home,  i.  278,  9&t,  287,  193,  8C^,  ilO,  350, 

360,  408.  410,  413,  41S,  445,  468,  474,  490,  SOS,  519, 

061,621. 
Beaver,  the,  caught  in  great  numbers  in  the  Wildemesi,  i,  165. 
Bed,  both  wild  and  domestic,  fonnd  in  Upper  Canada,  i.  188. 
BenUam,  Bet,  a  poor  woman  of  Wily,  Wiltthire,  statement  of  her 

case,  exemplifyilig  Mie  tyranny  of  the  jpoor  Itwt,  G«n.  ltd. 

crri. 
fiennet,  Mr.  Gen,  fnf.  cclxiL 
Bertie,  township  report  of,  i.  409. 
Beverly,  township  report  o^  i.  371. 
Bill  fish,  the  tyrant  of  the  lakes,  i.  l6l. 
Bills,  OD  certain  subjects,  passed  in  the  Provincial  Psrliamrat,  re- 

quired  to  be  reaarrad,  and  laid  before  (he  Britiab  Parliament, 

previously  to  rtcMving  the  royal  assent,  i.  302. 
Bills  of  the  Bank  of  England  seldom  seen  in  the  proTincs,  i. 

SS8.     Iliose  of  the  United  States  not  in  coBuOoil  circdfc- 

tion,ilnd. 
Birch,  Mr.  Gen.  Int.  cclrii,  eelzvii. 
Birds,  a  general  list  of  the  Canadian,  i.  171,     Most  of  tham  resort 

Id  warmer  HSiaain  in  the  autumn,  Snd  retvm  in  tbo  ^)riBg» 

IT*, 
ffirkbed:,  Mr.  defended  against  the  abuse  and  nrisiepresmtations 

of  various  persons,  Gen.  Ivt,  ccziii.  note,  ccclxii. 
Bison,  sVery  large  tirimBl  of  the  cow  kind,  i.  Ifi7. 
Black  lead  found  on  the  shores  of  die  Gaoanoqui  lite,  and  in  Other 

places,  i.  150. 
Black  Rock,  an  Amsricui  military  JHation,  faken  and  bftmt  bf 

General  Riall,  i.  60.     Perry  at,  stAiIinie  prospect  from^,  CI, 
Blake,  Mr.  Geo.  Int.  cccxcvi. 
BbBb«m,BiHl  firatconceeaion^BiiriiiM,  tOi^MiipAporMi^-i. 

310. 
Board  of  examiners  a^inted  by  a  provindal  afatote,  JW  licanv 

iog  medical  practitioners,  i.  230.    Act  ^q)eB}(i3'from  a  want 

of  competent  examiners,  334.     A  sew  Hcttttii^  bcfard  nnca 

wtablishwl,  ibid: 
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;  Gd^.  iiimiidwt  to  ti  tnfet'ior  BriliA  nS  IndisK  fMre, 
under  k  falie  impresaiou  of  their  numbers,  i.  84. 
Boundaries  of  U{qMr  Caasda,  i  IT. 
Bonnie,  Mr.  Ocn.  fnl.  «W.  cchr. 

Boyd,  Gen.  defeated  bytheBritith  under  Colood  MorflaoD.i.  19S< 

Btaal,C^t.  the  Indian  Chief,  wantonly  attacked  in  Dr.StrachKn'i 

Vilit  to  Upper  Canada,  Gen.  IvL  ccir.  nHU.     Injustice  done 

to-liim  by  Mr.  Campbell  in  his  poem  oF  Gertrude  6f  Wyom' 

ing,  ccT.  note, 

Briekfl  smaller  in  Canada  (hin  m  Sngland,  i.  371. 

Bricks,  price  of,  i.  377,  «81,  380,  29S,  iti,  4«7,  S04  jl3,  560. 

Bridgewater  Mills  burnt  by  the  American  trotips,  i.  65.     A  buro- 

ing  spring  on  die  site  of  one  of  them,  ibid. 
British  Alien  Act,  Gm.  Int.  Ixx.     Difference  between  it  and  the 

Canadian  Sedition  Acf,  Ixxii. 
Brltirti  impost  duties,  collected  at  Qiiebec,  i.  218.    Appropriated 

to  hifl  Majesty's  use,  ibi^. 
BritM  mvat  force  On  Lake  Erie  captnred  by  ibe  AmeTu»6  squa' 

dfon  under  CominodoTO  Peiry,  1.  5S. 
Broek,  MajoT-G^.  Sir  Isaac,  presidentof  ttpperCansda^  i.  1& 
Parsues  Gen.  Hull  to  Detroit,  and  forces  him  to  surrender 
that  place  and  the  whole  of  the  Michigan  territory,  Ai.  Killed 
at  the  battle  of  Queenston.  78.     Sututes  passed  during  his 
administration,  ii.  311—354. 
Brockrille,  i.  13S.    Acconnt  of,  50fl. 
Brougham,  Mr.  Gen.  InL  cdxitr.  cc1x#L 

Brown,  Geo.  Ukes  Fort  trie,  i.  £6.    Makes  a  sortie  at  the  head 
of  8000  meti,  nid  deitMys  die  British  tutteries  and  entroadi- 
Asuts,  AS.    IK«ttiin:flak  dte  fdrtificialionB  aAer  the  ittreil  of 
^ttti.  Dnutmblid.  iK.    ^tamSnA  at  tfit  Wide  of  Ivi^^s 
bud,  74.    OomfiMttfi  the  AlMi^cUi  troops  at  Ba^lefsHai-  . 
btnir,  HU.   ifefetita  the  atteibpt  of  thd  British  on  6gd«D*' 
1m^  113. 
Browne,  Mr.  D.  Gen.  Int.  cclriii. 
BhtfrnistoWn,  a  deUtaunerit  6f  American  mititia  defeated  there  by 

a  party  of  tadians  in  the  Britisli  serricei  i.  48. 
ti^Aingham,  township  of,  i.  6(NJ. 
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Bnfblo,  rillaga  o^  lUl*  of  New  YoA,  takm  tad  btunt  by  CtM, 
BiaU,  i.  as.    Speedily  rebuilt,  ibid.  ... 

—  -    ,  in  aninul  mora  coramon  thao  Iha  bison,  i.  ijS. 

Building,  ityle  of,  leu  elegant  in  Upper  Canada  than  in  AeUniUd 
StaUf,  i.  3M. 

Building  atonei,  quality  and  cost  of,  i.  3r«,  381,  38S,  303,312; 
31&,  330,  332,  336,  333,  341,  358,  300,  368,  370,  372, 
383,  3S9,  304,  3B8,  407,  410,  418,  423,  437,  .442,  449, 
479,  483,  486,  498,  504,  513,  518,  560. 

Bardett,  Sir  P.  refuses  to  present  tbe  petition  of  the  inhabitaaU  of 
'Wily  on  the  subject  of  tlie  Poor-laws,  G«n.  Inl.  czlni. 

Burfbrd,  township  report  of,  i.  311. 

Burlington  Bay  and  tbe  snrroundiDg  country:,  a  TWy  toiasntic 
Ktuation,  t.  88. 

■  i"  ■ Haghts  fortified  durkg  the  war,  i,  88. 

Bnrke,  Mr.  bis  speeches  during  tbe  debute  on  the  Constitntiag  Acf 
of  Upper  Canada,  ii.  16,  33,  33, 34,  25,  37,  31,  33,  39,  50, 
87,  73,  88,  100.  Remarks  on  hia  character,  293,  note.  Ob- 
■wntioDS  OB  bii  ifweches  on  Ox  Quebec  Kll,  306—309. 

ButtM  and  Cheese,  price  of.  i.  279,  382,  287,  293,  338,  S3i. 
3^  398,  468,  606,  512,  519,  562. 


C. 


CaittoT,  townsbip  report  of,  i.  452. 
.Odcrafi,  Mr.  Gen.  luL  edf,  cclriii.  oelxx. 

Cunden,.  townsbip  of,  i.  130.    Township  report  of,  391. 

Canada  discovered  by  Jacques  Cartier  in  1534,  i.  3.  Colonind 
by  Chainplain  in  1608,  3.  Surruideied  to  England  in  1029^ 
stud  netored  in  1632,  ibid.  Conquered  hj  the  EngU^  8. 
tdDuts  and  form  of  govemment  prescribed  by  a  royal  pro- 
clamation, ibid.  limits  extended,  9.  Sinda4  into  Uppec 
•ad  Lower,  14. 

,  Upper,  settled  by  Amwican  loyaCita,  and  a  few  Brituk 
«nd  Geraun  aoldiera,  i.  10, 11, 13.  Dirided  into  four  di>> 
tried,  118.  Their  sainei  altered,  ibid.  Agun  divided  ints 
M^  ud  BNfaHqumtly  into  tn  diilriclr,  flmt.  ind  131>  Mt^ 
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Sketch  of  the  progrees  and  preemt  itaU  of  ih«  .HttlemraiB, 
IM.  PopOUtion,  ISg.  Climate,  &o.  140.  W&tor,  145. 
Soil,  Btones,  mintrals,  &c.  147.  Productiou,  luturtl  and 
CuldvAled,  150.  One  continued  forest  pranonaly  to  1784, 
ibid.  fVnit-tcees,  153.  Medidnal  roots,  ibid.  QraBaea,  154. 
Various  kinds  of  grain,  ibid.  Vegetabtei  Aod  roots,  16S. 
Noxious  weeds,  ibid.  Animals  of  the  forwt,  157.  Domes- 
tic animals,  109,  Birds,  171.  Fishes,  175.  An^bious 
animals,  reptiles,  and  insects,  183.  ConstitutioB,  189.  Prv- 
Tiacial  Parliament,  lOa  ExecutiTe  GoveromeU,  304.  Ja- 
didary,  30S.  Money,  3 IS.  Revenue  and  taxes,  217.  Com- 
merce, S24.  Militia,  229.  Beli^onaDdecclesiasticinstitu- 
tiODS,  331.  Profeasion  and  practice  of  law,  334.  Physic 
tad  surgery,  235.  Trades  and  appienticethips,  33S.  Im- 
prifomnent  for  debt,  &c.  238.  Qradoal  abolition  of  slaTsry, 
240.'  Price  of  land,  and  eDConngement  to  settlers,  241. 
State  of  learning,  244.  Character,  manners,  and  cnstoma  of 
the  inhabitants,  247.  Towoship .  reports  of,  369.  Its  in- 
finite advaotages  otm  every  other  British  colony,  as  to  end-- 
gration,  548. 

Canada,  X<ower,  account  of,  i.5M.   How  divided,  ibid.  Seignio> 
riea,  ibid.    Towndiips,  S04. 

Caaa^ans,  when  enli^tened,  will  be:free,  ii.  SOI. 

Canadian  School  Act,  i.  345.  ii.  277— 383.    Its  excellence,  37S, 
385. 

■■ -'     Sedition  Act,  Gen.  Int  xii.     Analysis  of  its  provi- 

uona,  Ixvii.  Remarks  on  its  wickedness  and  deceit,  Izxir. 
IxxT.  Ixzz.  Care  with  which  it  protects  its  ezecuton,  budx. 
Ease  with  which  it  might  be  eluded,  IzxxiL  ii.  453, 453, 

■  ■!'   ~i. '  '  porcupine,  i.  16fl, 
hare,  i.  168. 


■'    '■— '—  I  hogs,  of  good  size  and  quality,  i.  171. 

robin,  i.  173. 

———cuckoo,  i  174. 

dog-fish,  L  180. 

Caul,  intended,  between.  Kingston  and  Montreal,  i,  257.    The 

idea  abandened,  661. 
CanboroDgh,  township  report  of,  i.  453, 
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Ctf^tQaoi  Ibp)^  NaigMiaa  t*,  ukfortnuta  rwilti  vf  Jt,  i. 
MS.  Two  Ifftten  on  tliit  nibjact,  S44,  Ui.  CMtrut  ii  the 

MatUMnbtir  Aa  writer),  and (fcoseof  dir  mHImi  i>  Uppw 

Canada,  M6. 
QifM  Vinant,  or  GfMril;  Point,  itotM  and  fanUdiiisa  at,  bsnit 

dvisg  the.TW,  i.  lOS. 
CariMM-IiIatid  enmutad  bjr  Ifae  British,  m  eooMqwiiM  of  l)w 

tMMf  of  17S4,  i.  84. 
Cum  t^*"  ap«o><*  ofi  in  !«][•  Sapcmer,  i.  180. 
Curia^iB,  vary  Ctw  in  Upper  Cawida,  i.  ^50, 
Cartier,  iteqiMB,  disearan  Canada,  i.  2.    SC[dantapartef  the 

Airar  St.  Lamcnce,  3. 
Cat-Mi,  L  179. 
CatamoDBt,  or  fi^  cat,  i.  lAB. 
0«tWie  rriigion  l^alised  is  Caaada,  i.  9. 
Ohntipiaiii  faraa  the  int  Frasdi  aettlemmt  at  Quebec,  i.  3. 
Chawaatyy  cawt  of,  net  yet  eMaUiahed  in  Upper  CHuda,  i,  t06. 
Ckarbtteotoeg,  i.  It*.     ToitaaUp  report  of,  U9. 
Cfaflattarilb^bMra^nfiortof,  i.  J33. 
Chatham,  (L.  C.)  toirnahip  of,  i.  804. 

-,  (U.  a)  t(«iM*q>  report  of,  i.  »»1. 

Cbauncey,  Commodore,  makes  a  succanfal  attack,  in  ooiyirtption 

widi  Oen.  Dnrbora,  on  Fort  Qei»ge,  i,  81.    Asdon.Todl, 

89.    TUm  Yoik-ttMcottdtime^aodbioiK  UMliarracltf:Md 

pttUicstorehowea,  SS.   Chaaea  the  Royal  Qeorge  intOjKing- 

■ton  Harbour,  9S. 
Chnpucaa  and  nmpiiDity  &e  4asiderattuB  fint  perCact  g;oMai«>Nit, 

Gea.IaLba. 
Chefnbneaikig^  a  BiDgpiUt  CuitDm  in  Upper  Ca&ada,  i.  iA4.    A 

similar  cnitom  in  some  parts  of  Englasdr  %66,iiwk. 
Chrysler's  Field,  battle  of.  i.  13S. 
Chnrch  of  Upper  and  Xiowa  Canada^  it  xorii. 
Churches  or  meeting-hotues,  and  profesiioiiifl  preashMS,  aoaUr    . 

of,  i.  275,281, 386, 394,  303,  314,  398, 332^  JAB.  3«5, 371, 

382,  3S5, 3Se,  397,  409,  412,417,422, 467,.47I.  4S2,4ifi, 

488,. 490.  4M,> ^tiB,  603,.510,  i&9. 
CircuUtini;  spede  of  Uppw  Canada  mostly  goM,  b  Uft. 
Civil  list  of  Upper  C&Doda'  (18J8>r  ii.  hpcxix. 
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CUi»,HcHi.  WflltamJegiiUtiTe  conndUor,  O^tnL  ttti.  fattfii. 

And  ii.  487. 
Cla;  of  Tuiona  kinds  found  in  the  pnmiltce,  i.  149. 
Clark,  'Hon.  Thomu,  legislstire  councillor,  ii.  468,  4fO,  604, 

608,  S74.  Hia  address  to  the  pnhlic  against  Mr.  GMHay,  S89. 
Cleuiog  and  fenrang  wood  land,  coal  of,  i.  3TT,  383,  9&T,  Mt, 

910,  319,  32S,  S20,  359,  380,  413,  418,  4t3,  447,463, 

4«7,  474, 480, 490,  504, 918,  601. 
Clergy  <^Vppet  Canada,  of  the  Church  of  England,  OiW'^eraith 

of  all  lands  reserved  far  iheir  support,  i.  fSt.   fHi  in  Uppet 

Canada,  ibid.    Their  salaries,  3S3. 
Clergy  Reserrea,  i.  331.     Leased  by  government,  333.     Intpo- 

licy  of  them,  665—668,  &c. 
Clintate,  &c.  of  Upper  Canada,  i.  140.  FarouTBhle  to  health  aoA 

longerity,  144,  and  note, 
Cobhett,  Mr.  visited  by  Mr.  Qonrlay  at  New  York,  em.  Int. 

ccxii.   Occasion  of  this  visit,  ccziv.    BemaHu  On  his  cl»ni> 

ter  and  writings,  ccxviii.  ccsxiz^-ccxxzii.     CenMire  of  hia 

attack  on  Mr,  Blrkbeck,  cczxxir-'ccxzzTlii,    His  propoMl 

for  "  Mowing  up,"  the  paper-money  system  ridiculed,- ecsxxiz. 

Further  remarks  on  bis  writings,  tsczL    His  "  Pafliametit,'* 

ccxlviii. 
Cochrane,  Lord,  de^Sncn  prtsetiting  the  fKtitira  fmta  (he  pariirii 

of  Wily,  Gm.  Inf.  czhii. 
Coins,  currant  in  the  province,  their  value,  i.  319. 
Cold,  Uas  severe  In  Uppft  Canada  than  in  corrflaponding  disbicts 

of  the  United  States,  i.  143. 
College,  none  in  the  province,  i.  344.    Any  ^ort  to  found  one  at 

t)re8ent  wolnlcl  be  abortive,  ii.  388. 
C6roin«ca  of  th^  I^Vince,  i.  334. 

Commissions  of  Asrize  and  Nisi  Prins  annually  issued,  i.  306, 
Common  Schools,  sn  act  passed  for  the  estddtshmoit  aad  en- 
couragement of,  i.  358.     Its  provisions,  ibid. 
Commons,  the  ancient,  in  England,  of  great  importance  in  prd- 

moting  Ae  independence  of  the  poor,  Om.  Inf.  clxxi. 
Conces»i>its  Md  lots,  kow  formed,  i.  123. 
Conditions  of  setdemetit,  i.  341. 
■  Constituting  Act,  a  legislative  chartw,  i.  189. 
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CmutitutioD  of  Upper  Cansda  derivad  from  kU  of  tha  Britufa 
Parliainent,  i.  180.  DabaUd  and  settled  in  the  House  of 
CommoM,'  U,  1— lOfi. 

CoDtracts  for  personal  Mrvice  limited  to  a  period  of  aioa  yean, 
i.S4a 

ConTantion  of  Upper  Canada,  ita  Dumben,  ii.  570.  Its  pro- 
OMdiBge,  S70. 

Corn,  this  word  id  Upper  Canada  always  means  Indian  corn  or 
maize,  i.  305,  note. 

Corn  Bill,  obsemtioos  od.  Gen.  Int.  cz!*ii.  cL  cli. 

Cornwall,  a  flourisluDg  town,  i.  124. 

Cotter  rigs,  a  kind  of  tenure  in  Scotland  formerly,  e^lained,  Geir. 
Int.  olv. 

Counties,  Upper  Canada  divided  into  nineteen,  and  subseqnently 
into  twenty-throe,  i.  110.  Their  iraportanca  almost  annihi- 
lated by  the  formation  of  diatriots,  121. 

Court  of  Appeals,  ita  powers,  i.  300. 

of  Probate,  i.  308. 

Conits  of  Requests,  i.  307.     Tbeir  jurisdiction  •xtended,  307. 

Courianaj,  Mr.  G«n.  Int.  cdxii. 

Cow,  price  of  a  good  one,  L  377, 383, 3S7, 202, 488,  490,  Mir 
501. 

• system  cannot  be  generally  introdncvd.  Gen,  hiL  clxL 

Cradling,  meaning  of  the  word,  i.  273. 

Ciamahe,  township  of,  i.  133. 

Crog^ian,  Major,  succassfiiUy  defends  Fort  Saadusky  against  thr 
British  army  under  General  Proctor,  i.  50. 

Cropping,  ordinary  course  of,  on  new  lajids,  and  afterwards,  i. 
270,  382, 2S7,  303,  309,  310,  313, 316,  319,  331, 323, 320, 
328,  330,  334,  339,  341,  343,  345,  348, 350,  350,  30fi,  370. 
373,  3Sfi,  390,  396,  4S8,  408, 410,414, 419,423, 437,  442,- 
440,  453,  474,  483,  485,  487,  488,  491,  500,  502. 

Crosby,  Sonth,  township  report  of,  i.  51S. 

Crowland,  township  report.of,  i.  440, 

Currency  of  Halifax  and  the  two  Canadas,  thesaroev  i-  210. 

—  of  the  state  of  New  York  in  general  use  tlwouf^.  t)i» 

southern  and  western  parts  of  the  pravinoe,  i.^  21K' 
Curteis,  Mr.  Gen,  Int;  cclxir,  cclxx. 
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Dace,  tlw,  larger  in  the  Ukea  than  is  thebrooka,  i.  180. 

Dairiet,  targe,  not  frequent  in  the  ptonace,  i.  170. 

Dairy  produce,  qnanlitj  and  quality  of,  i.  978,  308,  810,  Sit, 
SSl,  S39,  334,  389,  349, 845, 348,  349,  3S0,  388, 898, 410, 
413,  419,  433,  427, 474,  478,  483,  900,  t>02. 

DaffiBgea  tnutained  by  the  Cattadiaaa  during  the  war,  ii.  401. 
Shameful  neglect  of  otxnpenfl^onfor  these,  ibid.  AddnM 
la  the  Legislative  Council  and  Aaaemhly  on  theBulgect,407. 
The  Lient-Govemor'i  answer,  406.    RMnarka,  400. 

Dandng,  a  farourite  amuatinent,  i.  250. 

Dateof  the  itataettlement  of  each  townahip,  i.  275,281,  286,291, 
332,  S47,  349,  375,  986,  412, 417, 45«,  4S7,  471,  490, 494, 
498,  603,  609,  512,  613,  510,  520,  569,  580. 

Dearborn,  Qeneral,  asaisied  by  Commodore  Chauncey,  takes  Fort 
George,  i.  81.  And  York,  80.  Hin  kind  treatment  of  the 
inhabitants  acknowledged  by  Chief  Joitiee  Soott,  92. 

Debtor's  land  liable  to  execution,  if  his  penonal  eatate  be  iaMiM- 
cient,  1.230. 

Declaration  of  several  farmert  of  Brigg,  in  Lihcolcriiire,  cm  the 
advantage  of  allowing  land  to  the  poor  for  the  keep  of  a  cow. 
Gen,  ItiL  cxii. 

Deer,  the  forests  of  Upper  Canada  abound  wiA  them,  i.  1*8. 

Delaware,  towndiip  report  of,  i.  302. 

Deputies  chosen  by  the  people  of  Upper  Canada,  meet  in  CtHiven- 
tion  at  YoA,  Gm.  Int.  liii.  Advissd  by  Mr.  Gouilay  la 
refer  their  cause  to  the  LieuteDant-Oo*emor  and  AssRubly, 
ibid.  Order  an  address  to  be  sent  home  to  the  Prince  R^eat, 
zi.  The  royal  grant  of  land  wUhhrid  from  them  by  (he 
.  lientenant-GoreraoT,  ilnd, 

De  RottenbuTg,  Major-Geneml  Francis,  president  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, i.  15.  Issues  a  proclamation,  declaring  the  pioviBOS 
under  martial  law,  ibid. 

Daroit,  aracuated  by  the  Engliidi  after  tha  tiaaty  of  17H,  i.  24. 
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Samqdaretl  to  OtMiti  Brack,  4t.     BeUkcn  bj  tU  Aiwri- 

Dickson,  Hon.  W.  hpiUtiv*  conodllor,  Gtn.  InL  zzvi.  Ixriii. 
Izxii  ecxT.  nofa.  Tha  firat  prompter  to  Mr.  QoorUy'i  pro- 
secatioR.  ft77.  His  (^afftM,  ti,  3B7.  4S%^  AnaylotM  tf 
him.  317,  4«7,  4«S,  470.  494.  AST,  4g4,  479;  t74,  «T. 

MlB. 

f  Oinmoqa  (*  fow  pWn)  to;  EiMleM  is  Uppei  C«i»mI«,"  i^ecount 

ofi  Gen.  fiU.  cpQwi^ 
Di^wiB  hMnan  tko  l«gidiiti»()  Connnl  avd  I4sw»«^  A^mablx. 

w  almbg  noMr  billi»  ii.  asj.   BantatwiiR  fwomwd  i>y 

'  Mr.  UohMKOD  ttw  iH^eet,  ibid. 
KMMitH*  of  lU  dfaomiMt^QH  (oltntad  %ad  pntmtti  if  law, 

L  233.    Tbose  called  Ctlnnuli  uwciwllw  powr  «f'  »<»- 

■i^Biikid.    TlHii>«tiiunmi>u>u«tk»M«ka4iitf.ilH^ 
PiMiiww  in  Ireland,  dabate  on,  Gejt,  hit.  cocvci. 
Diatticta,  how  mwf  U|9«  QMada  ia  itivided  >i>t»<  i-  HCt  ud 

lU,spla.    H*t» atamt  aBiahikted  fte iiiyoiUnooaf anw- 

tiei,  »1. 
IX>triet,*«fintera,  i.  lit, 
-— ^  of  JobMtom,  i.  IIT.     Meating  of  ffnttrntoAm,  ii 

Ot8. 
.■ — ■'^^tha  Midland,  i.t  18. 

" of  Newcaatki,  i.  US. 

— — .tbtfHome,  i.  lit). 

1^  (^Niagara,  i.  Hi.     How  Ant  wftiwl,  !$&,    Moaliic 

of  TepreaentatiTea,  iL  OODl 
— —— ofLondrai,  i.  ItO.    How  fintaetlled,  13«. 
— -i— ..tha  Vealran,  i.  130.     M««tiag  of  Teprweitf^lina,  ii. 

en. 

-^ — ~i-  nSOm*,  i.  I9l,  nab.  ForaiMl  &om  Ao  Niagua  and 
Homo  Dialricta,  UT.    Meeting  of  npraae^tiTn.  ii.  #33. 

of  Ottawa,  i.  131.  nott.    Conpnaed  of  the  nvlkeni  part 

of  the  Eaatan  Dif  briet,  Uf . 

■  ■■■luii  eourta,  i 90F. 

■  — ■■  judges,  th«r  powen,  i.  407. 
faiea,  i,  iM, 
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ZHrtHM  mIkmU*.  i.  «4».  If  w«U  uiMtgtd,  n^  pndnM  intwb 
gbo4,  fi.  fiir.    Flu  fertkar  inprovemMt,  iUd. 

Oorcbester,  township  ra|)ono^  i.  Ma. 

Ocmr,  vHIigt  (rf,  bitrat  by  «  pnrty  of  Aiiierie*o  iniKtii,  mtbmrt 
onhn  from  titeir  government,  t.  SSL 

— — ,  Km  end  Wan,  tftwngWp  report  of,  i.  Mt. 

DnuuBond,  LiflainaM-Oeneral  Sir  a.  pnudnU  of  Upper  Ca- 
uda, i.  IS.  Rnekm  Omerel  Ds  Rottcab^g;'*  produn*. 
tion  of  martial  law,  ibid.  AppotMsd  aAnwlitrMw  of  (be 
two  proTincM,  18.  Bmi«gM~  Fgrt  feie,  W.  Attempt*,  ihk 
moeairfMljr.  to  carry  it  by  uMnff,  iUit  iWin<{aUiei  the 
«i^,  98.  Wounded  at  (hv  baKta  of  fjmifa  Laiu,  74, 
Bttnu  tin  fautacta  at  Port  Oawego,  JM.  Statmei  posad 
during  hia  adnitiktratioB,  ii.  059 — S0Q. 

Dii«0y,  Oolone),  defeated  and  Mlled  in  an  attempt  to  ratian  G*. 
Deral  Harriwrn,  i.  SO. 

Amn*^,  townakip  vaport  of,  i.  MS. 

fiUMMibe)  Mr.  ii.  IQl. 

Dnadas,  Mr,  ii.  104, 100. 

Dunmeh,  levnridp  r^on  of,  i.  340. 

»iirwd,Mr.ii,Ml.  Or***!  by  4.  Houw  of  A«enA(y  to  b. 
oommittedtoYoAgacl,  for8libel,M4.  8itra«t  fwm  hi. 
publication,  847.  SxpeUad  from  tbe  Hon*e,  86f.  ««. 
elected  by  hia  copalituenta,  898.    Hit  atlfaeequait  hiatory. 

Batiea,  BrMiii  izopftrt,  collected  at  Quebec,  i.  3*8. 

,  collerted  by  Low«  Gatudt  on  goods  conwmed  in  Upper 

«mada,  i.  M8.  "^ 

eoHected  in  Upper  Canada  on  goods  bnpofted  from  the 

URited  States,  i.  ^19. 
l)«Kfcg-*OU.«r,   plan  for,  MMI  cart  of  ewtilig  mitable  ooea  for 

poor  families  Gen.  Ifii.fllx. 


Eardley,  township  of,  i.  808. 
lEastem  Kstrict,  i.  ii8. 
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Xduntion  Ibrmrly  ai«leol«l  in  Upp«  CaMJa,  ai  w»r,  i.  MS. 

IndicatioM   of    »    ftTonrabk   chwife,   4*1.    Plwi  f«    ■■ 

improTement  in  the  present  lyiten,  ii.  317. 
___—  of  tilt  poor,  GeM.  bit.  Mii.    Pntition  to  tlM  Lortfa  oi 

lliii  inliect,  from  ll»  pen*  of  Wiiy,  Mlij.    Ob««TMio«t 

onMr.  Brongl«m'sliill,o»»i'.*o-  StHUo,  dteu  of  oii- 

cntion  on  the  AantAet  of  tlie  Scotch,  ctjrri. 
S«l  pout,  a  eiapiierty  slmped  fiili»  i.  ITfl. 
Eletrtionfl,  mode  of  proceeding  at,  i.  IB9. 

. ionteeted,lioif  decided,  i.  199. 

Elector  of  mcntbeia  of  th.  Houie  of  AiMnibly,  their  i|iialiliea- 

tiona,  and  diiquaiificatione,  i.  19)- 
ElinabethTownii.Ue.    Townebif  BeJKUt  of,  S07. 
Elk,  the  Urgeet  animal  of  tie  deer  kind^  i.  1«. 
Emirant'i  Goide  to  the  Britieh  Settfement.  in  Upper  Carndl, 

account  of,  ecciT. 
Emignmu  from  Groat  Britain,  the  neglect  oltioh  thoy  eipaiano 

lioinHeland-gra»linjdepartinontat¥ork,ii.«8.    ImUae 

of  this  in  the  treatment  of  Mr.  GourlayVhrotfcer,  419. 
Encouragement  lo  lettler*  i.  Ml.  By  Gotremment,  «8. 
Bpiaeopal  church  lupported  by  G0Te.nment,i.  Ml.    One^.Ten* 

of  all  l«id»  grtlted,  roiened  tor  in  maiutenance,  ibid. 
Kquipego,  no  splendid  one<  in  Upper  Canada,  i.  i». 
Ermine,  or  white  woasd,  i.  IM. 
Eme«  Town,  harbour  of,  i.9«.    Township  of,  IM.    Ac«tany 

aiere,  M».      Destroyod    during   the  war,  and   not  am* 

mited,  ibid.  nds.    Township  report  of;  i.  48». 
EiecntiYC  Council,  appointed  bythecrow»,toadris.thaL».- 

tenaut.GoTemor,  i.  SOS. 
Executive  goycmment  of  Upper  Canada,  i.  «)4. 
Bdiorters,  or  t««ier.,  although  Uymen,  not  admioej  to  a  ae.1 » 

the  House  of  AlwmWy,  i.  IW. 
Exporta  from  the  proviace,  i.  MS. 
Extract,  from  rorstet-a  Crown  Uw,  on  the  «ibiecl  of  Jlegia.* 

Gen.  Inl.  xxxix. 
ftom  WakefieU'e  Slatbtical  Account  of  Ireland,  Gen.  IM. 

Ixxxix.  tiofc. 
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Kxttacts  ftota  the  "  Agricaltursl  Suta  of  the  Kingdoin,"  OSk, 
InL  zci.  note. 

from  the  Vppew  Canida  Qwvtte,  detailiiig  the  dow  Ot 

die  MMion,  1831,  including  acta  of  the  Proriitciel  Pu^is- 
smt,  regulating  the  commerGial  intereoorM  between  thft 
pronnee  uid  the  UDJied  St&tei,  making  proraion  for  the 
imjHOTeniait  of  internal  aarigatioB,  and  coiutitutiiig  aeraral 
Mw  towiufaipg ;  TegnUtitmt  of  the  AsMmbl;  as  to  the  dbtiw 
on  imports  ;  addresses  to  the  Lieutenant-goremor,  &c.ih'08t 
—704. 


Falls  of  Niagan,  description  of,  i.  «4~7S: 

Farmete  in  Upper  Canada  keep  too  many  honea  id  proportion  to 

their  oxen,  i.  170. 
Farmers  of  England,  dreadful  situation  of)  at  the  present  period, 

Otn.  Int.  coclit, 
Flmii'hbiiie.  nietaneholy  |ucture  of  on^  on  the  road  from  York 

to  Kingston,  i.'4(K. 
Fees  of  ofBce,  on  gtnoting  lots  to  settkri,  J.  341.  0«n.   Int. 

cdzzzriii.   . 
First  B^KHt  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Aasembl^, 

on  ^e  internal  resources  of  the  prorinca,  ii.  608—680. 
Raber,  or  black  Fox,  i.  185. 
Illshes,  the  Canadian,  i.  175. 
Fishing,  a  common  amusement,  i.^91. 
E^tE-Oihbon,  Lieat.  commanding  a  small  party  of  rsgolan  ant 

Indians,  captores  a  saperior  force  of  Americans,  by  (Ucar- 

ing  them  as  to  his  nnmbera,  i,  M. 
Fiamborougfa,  East,  township  report  of,  i.  989. 
— ■  ■'■'  -  --,  West,  township  report  of,  i,  371. 
Flax,  the  soil  of  the  prorince  adapted  to  the  cultiration  of  it,  t. 

150. 
FoBntone,  Lord,  rriosee  to  preeent.a  petition  from  the  i&habttanls 

of  Wily,  Gen.  Int  atlTii, 
Forest  trees  and  shrubs  of  Upper  Canada,  i.  I  SO. 
Fo^ery  of  bills  on  banks  in  the  United  States,  not  pmushabb  in 

Canada  before  1810,  i.  328. 
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Fprt-Frgtitai>4f  built  by  the  French  cahMJttB  to  wetm  flwawlTff 
agaiiiEt  the  IroquoiB  Indians,  i.  4. 

— r— MeigBbesifigedby  G«neral  Proctor,' i. 40.    Th«  ua^e  nised, 
.     «X 

Niagwa,  •neiuted  by  ttts  Bntiib,  confgrmablj  lo  Um  \renj 

9£  ^ZM,  i.  3^.  Ta^D  by  itnnn,  ud  tetaiiied  bj  tb« 
Soglish  till  (lie  GOBcluaioft  of  tb*  war,  8S> 

-TTT- 9%9du8k]E  bemged  by  Qraand  Knwtor,  withoat  luecen, 
i.  50. 

I  Brie,  abandoned  by  the  BriUsb,  and  occupied  by  tbe  Ain«- 
ricaiu,  i.  55.  Beoccupied  by  the  Biittah,  S0.  Surrenden 
lo  General  Brown,  ibid.  Besieged  by  General  Dmmmond, 
ibid.  Dismantled  byGeneral  Brown,  f4i^  the  r^lre^t  p(  ^ 

—'—  Erie,  Tillage  of,  nearly  destroyed  during  tlfs  wuTi  >•  SB* 
—rr.  g^bld^KW  aurpOBed  bj  a  pftrty  of  tbe  Ca^fAwt  "P^tlMa  t-  ^ 
■    ■  '  George,  attacked  and  taken  by  tbe  A^^^rj^fn  ^ilitaty  and 

n^T^  forces,  i.  91.    Invefrte^  by  tbe  ^L^MM  ^■'QM*  ^f^ 

Oeneial  de  Rottenburgh,  89.    Abqsd^qf^  bj  tl)#^  Avi^ 

cajBS^  ibi^. 
Fox,  tbree  apeciee  found  in  tW  province,  i.  104^ 
F«^  l^r.  hi«  Bpeecbea  in  die  debUe  on  tlw  bill  {bi  grantiog  a 

Copstitaticm  to  Vgji^  C^ada.  ii.  6,  fi,  ^2,  a«,  ^  3i3t  48, 

03,  66,  70,  75,  77,  70,  90,  101,  10%  103,  \QA,  106,  \06, 
107, 108. 

Francis,  Mr.  ii.  70. 

?^?^W(ilF^rfc,  tfttWsl^ip  Ofc  i-  1*0. 

Fref .  ai^0ols|  npifA  in  tbe  proTian  i.  %A4. 

Freedom  of  trade,  absoluuly  n^ceawiry.  («  tbft  pigocpwity  of  Eng- 
land, Gm.  InjL,fbt9i^  9eD«Gt»  Yl\ut^  waol^  IfifH  fi^n 
it,  ibid.  _    . 

^'r^ffHtv^^^i^a?^  QO  i<9  bukof  the  Thiwu.  ■-  ]b4«, 

Frencb  cotoniats  of  Canada,  in  1039  conaist  of  only  ^tf  P"' 
W*»i-*.    totwMwMy  ^^>wa«»,ilibeTrw*iofr  tb^fodiaw. 

4.  Build  FortB  Frontenac,  IJUagMM  4kc.  ibid.  Obligid  to 
retire  down  tbis  nrer,  by  tfw  l^rQqwil^  iJHd.    ClMnGtorof 

.     t))e  Pxiadj^p  i^ttlers,  goDtm^tfcl  vitb  IbaA  of  ib  Ampicao^ 
by  VoUiey,  4. 
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French  town,  defeat  oFGeneral  Winchester  there,!,  40. 

Frog,  the  Canadian,  i.  187. 

Fruit  trees  of  veiious  kinds,  i.  153. 


Oananoqui  river  and  town,  i.  110.  Ita  barraclci  and  public  itorea 
bnmt  early  in  the  war.  111.  The  river  might  eaaily  be 
rendered  useful  as  a  water  communication,  550. 

General  summary  of  population.  Sec.  i.  612. 

Godwin,  Mr.  femarlu  on  his  worlt  on  Population,  Gtn.  Int.  xdi* 
nott. 

Gore,  Hon.  Francis,  I^eut.-Govemor  of  Upper  Canada,  i.  IS. 
Statutes  passed  during  bis  government,  ii,  334 — 2fiO,  207 — ■ 
280.  Prorogues  the  parliament  suddenly,  287.  Hii  speadi 
on  that  occasion,  288.  Address  to  him  from  the  inhabitant* 
of  York,  on  his  departure  for  England,  440. 

Goulbum,  Mr.  letter^  from  him  to  Mr.  GooHay,  on  the  subject 
of  emigration.  Gen.  InL  cclzxvii,  cczcQ.  ccxeviii. 

Oourlay,  Mr.  his  Circular  to  Members  of  thA  Imperial  Parliament 
Gen.tnt.i.  Statement  of  his  caM,  t.  Goes  to  Upper  Canada, 
ibid.  ConceiTes  a  scheme  fiSr  a  grand  lystem  o^emigntMB 
to  that  country,  ri.  Recommends  a  subscription  ftiTBendJDg 
home  commisnoners  to  intreat  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the 
province,  vii.  Is  twice  arrested  on  charges  Of  se&ioa,  ibid. 
Advises  the  ConTeotiDa  to  refer  ita  cause  to'  thtf  Lreiltsnant- 
Goveroor  and  general  Assembly,  viii;  Is'  twice  honourably 
acquitted,  ibid.  Is  arrested,  and  ordered  to  quit  the  pro- 
TiDce,  iz.  Is  again  arrested,  and  committed  fO  jitl  for  eight 
months,  ilnd.  Institutes  an  action  for  false  imprisoament,  x. 
Is  cruelly  treated  in  prison,  xiii.  When  brougbt  up  for 
trial,  is  wholly  incapable  of  defending  himself,  from  Weak- 
ness occasioned  by  his  clos^^nfinement,  xv.  Found  guilty 
of  having  refused  to  leave  the  province,  ibid.  Pledges  him- 
self to  show  that  Upper  Canada,  instead  of  cOstidg  England 
a  large  sum  of  money,  could  yield  annually  a  lum^omo  re- 
venue, xvii.  Order  for  his  conjmitinent  to  jail^  xxvi.  ifii 
B3 
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INDEX. 

petJtiM  to  the  House  ofConimotifl,  zziz.  To  Cliiaf  Jtubc* 
Powell,  for  a  writ  of  habeas  coipiu,  zl.  AEBdavits  of  his 
being  ■  Britisfa  subject,  xli.  HiB  petition  to  the  king,  slir. 
Reflections  on  the  cruelty  and  illegality  of  hii  treatment, 
Ixriii.  IzxT — IxxTiii.  and  ii.  303.  His  design  in  the  pre- 
sent work,  Ixxxiii.  Recounts  some  dicnmstances  of  his 
own  history,  ilrid.  Makes  a  journey  into  the  counties 
of  Rntland  asd  I^ncoln,  to  aicertain  the  advantages  oC 
granting  a  portion  of  land  to  the  poor,  Ixxxiv.  Con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  chaogiag  the  system  of  poor-laws. 
IzxxTi,  Resolree  to  dsrote  his  life  to  this  end,  Ixxxvii.  A 
Steady  disciple  of  Mr.  Malthus,  with  certain  modifications  o^ 
his  syslem,  cii.  tiole.  Becomes  overseer  of  the  parish  of 
Wily,  in  Wiltshire,  and  employs  himself  in  cwrecting  errors 
respecting  the  wages  of  the  poor,  crii.  ciz.  Aocouat  of  his 
reception  by  a  party  of  farmers,  at  Brigg,  in  lincolnshirs, 
czi.  His  pamphlet,  entitled,  Tyranny  of  Poor  Laws  ex- 
emplified, cxvi.  His  address  to  the  labouring  poos  of  Wily 
parish,  cxxii.  Petition  to  die  Houses  of  Lord»  and  Com- 
mons, on  the  poor  lawB^  education  of  dnjdsen,  Ac  cxxix. 
Second  petition  on  the  same  subject,  includiag  proposals  for 
supplying  the  poor  with  land,  and  thos  obviating  the  ne- 
cessity lor  poor  rates,  cxxzviii.  Explanation  of  its  object, 
cxivii.  Ease  with  which  this  might  be  accomplished,  and 
benefits  wtuch  would  arise  from  it,  cliv.  Remarks  on  Mr, 
Malthus's  Essay  on  Popnlation,  clxiii.  Mr.  Qoarlay's  con- 
stancy in  the  course  which  he  has  adopted,  clxxii.  Con- 
nexion of  his  plan  for  aboliBhing  poor-laws,  with  emigration, 
to  Canada,  clxxxii.  His  first  address  to  the  resident  land- 
owners of  Upper  Canada,  cIxxxti.  His  address  to  die 
people  of  Upper  Canada,  stating  the  reaaona  fw  delay  in  the 
publication  of  Ihe  work,  cxcvii.  Makes  a  pedeatrian  ex- 
cursion through  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  csrix.  Retoms 
to  London,  but  prevented,  by  unfortunate  occurrences,  fiom 
proceeding  with  the  publication,  ccvi.  Sinks  into  a  state  of 
despondency  and  gloom,  to  aroiuo  himself  from  which  he 
oflers  to  accompany  Sir  R.  Wilson  to  Naples,  in  the  cause  of 
-  independence,  ccvii.  Prevented  by  the  submission  of  the 
Neapoirtans,  ibid.    Makes  ta  excursion  to  the  west  of  Eng- 
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luicU  ccTiii.  Renlvea'  to  commeocc  a  Kcood  volume,  txx. 
Apologj  for  Darrating  his  proceedingi,  ccxi.  Refatation  of 
the  infotnoiu  dandera  propagated  against  him  by  the  Coorier, 
cczii.  Account  of  his  examiaation  by  the  Hon.  W.  Dickson, 
ccxv.  note.  Defence  of  his  pohtical  conduct  and  opintona, 
ccxzii.  Circulates  proposals  for  a  meeting  of  deputies  from 
the  farmers  in  every  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  ccxxr. 
Benefits  which  voutd  have  arisen  from  the  adoption  of  this 
proposition,  ibid.  Extract  from  Iiis  letter  ia  the  Niagara 
.  Spectator,  ccxxxiii,  '  His  remarks  on  the  debate  on  Mr. 
Scarlett's  Poor  Relief  Bill,  cclxxiii— cclxxx.  IBs  letters  to 
Sir  Robert  Wilson,  cclxxxi.  note.  His  petition  to  the  House 
of  Commons  relative  to  the  poor  lawa,  cclxxxii.  His  cor- 
re^ondence  with  Earl  Bathurst,  on  the  subject  of  emigration 
to  Upper  Canada,  cclzxxvii.  Object  and  nature  of  his 
"  Statistical  Account  of  Upper  Canada,"  cccxr.  His  ap- 
peals, ccczvii.  His  remarks  on  Mr.  Adam's  opinion  on  his' 
case,  «ccxx.  His  disappointment  as  to  a  commission  of  Ca- 
nadians to  solicit  iaquiry  into  the  state  of  the  province, 
Gccxxiii.  Obawvations  on  the  resolutions  of  a  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Halton,'  eccxxx.  -  On  colo- 
nial government,  cccxxxfii — cccxlii.  Oh  the  policy  of  grant- 
ing independence  to  Canadal  cccxlii— ^»d.  His  journey  10 
Wiltshire,  ccdxii.  Address  to  the  people  of  Wiltshire, 
Gcclziii.  Lettw  to  the  Editor  of  the  Salisbury  Jour- 
nal, ccclxix.  Reason  for  reprinting  these  documents, 
ccclxxiii.  '  Address  to  the  parliamentary  representatives  of 
the  people  of  TJpipet  Canada,  ccclxxvii.  Second  address^ 
cccxciz.  His  queries  to  the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada,  i. 
270.  Explanatory  notes, 371.  Remarkson  the  slateof  ths 
Home  District  4S8.  His  letter  to  the  editors  of  British 
newspapers  respecting  the  settlement  at  Perth,  523.  His 
rema^  on  the  rocouragement  held  out  by  gOTemment  to 
emigrants  in  1815,  539.  Arts  of  his  enemies  to  prgudice 
Ae  people  against  him,  5fi3?  Draught  of  a  proposed  address 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  571.  His  review  of  the  contenid  of 
dus  •mark,  ii.  392.  Observations  on  the  character  H  Mrl 
Bnike,  293,  itote;  and  on  the  absurdity  of  giving  to 
Canada^  British  coostitutioo,  294,  299.    Qemarks  on  the 
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delMnueit  of  t)ie  people  of  Upper  Ctutads,  303.  Vvions 
modes  ia  vhicb  their  Tepreaentaiirei  ue  com^t^  hj  the 
governor,  205.  ObserrKtions  on  the  Btatutea  (^  U|^Mf 
Cuiadk,  338.  His  treatment  ia  Nif^wa  gaol,  3S3.  Letter 
on  the  eitualion  of  ^  felons  confiaed  tber^  397.  Letters  to 
Sir  Henry  and  Lady  Torreos,  469 — 406,  note:  Address  to 
the  rendent  land-ovners  of  Upper  Canada,  471.  B^eetiom 
«n  the  cruelty  and  injustice  of  hie  tieatment,  491.  Addi- 
tion to  hia  address  to  the  TMident  land-owners,  554.  His 
letter  to  Goremor  Sheibrooke,  5d7.  Causes  which  di^yed 
his  departnio  from  Canada,  MS,  His  third  addrsis  tt)  the 
resident  land-owners,  581 .  Extract  of  hff  letter  relative  to 
the  proceedit^  of  the  Canadian  connntion,  5S8.  Hia  pro* 
poaal  to  puhlisb  a  aewsp^r  in  Upper  Canada,  613.  Letter 
to  the  editor  of  the  Niagara  Spectator,  cii.  Second' letter  to 
the  sam^  cxxri, 

Qnham,  Sir  J.  0«n.  IiU,  crixrii. 

Qnalf  the  Hon,  A.  praeident  ot  Vpfa  Camda,  i.  15.  Statutes 
passed  during  his  admuiietraitioB^  ii.  331—333. 

— — ,  Mr.  C,  Gm.  luLceexdy. 

— ,  Mr.  W.  ii.  72. 

Qrantbimi.  township  re]port  o^  i.  431. 

Gntases  of  Upfnr  Canada,  i,  154. 

Qreat  BritsiQ,  reflecticos  on  its  jaesent  situ^on.  Gen.  JMLVSlvii. 
Variety  i>f  scheaes  frt^oved  for  its  delivBraocft,  cxtviii.  Me- 
thods by  which  this  el^eot  may  be  'efiecied,  cxlviii.  No 
bra^t  to  be  e3q;>eoted  fiom  a  reroluioii,  cxHx. 

Grece,  Mr.  accoint  of  hi«  work  on  Upper  Canada,  Gsn.  iTit.  ccdL 

Qrenville,  township  of,  i.  005. 

Qrey,  Mr.  ii.  39,  30, 33, 46. 

Orimsbyi  township  report  of,  i.  429".    Second  Report,  430, 

Qrinding,  rate  of,  i.  371. 

Ganwy,  Mr.  Gen,  int.  cdzviii.  oelzxiL  oclzxiii 

Qathiie's  Geographical  Granunor,  extraordimuy  aiH-statAMit  in 
^t  work,  as  to  the  wolvdi  of  Upper  Canadl^  netiold  and 
lefuted,  i.  160. 

Gyfmn  obtuoed  ia  luge  qwtntitiea  ik  tin  townOip  i^-D«i^neiS 
i.M9. 


M,Googlc 


Haldinund,  townsliip  of,  Newcastle  diltrict(  i.  13^     TowDslup 
report  of,  407. 

,  Gore  district,  township  report  of,  i.  S84. 

H^onell,  tomuliipof,  i.  131.    Towoahip  i^wrtof,  487. 
Hunilton,  township  of,  i.  132. 

,  Mr.  ii.  580,  689,  597, 

Hafbord,  Mr,  G«n.  Int.  gcUt. 

Hairiwn,  Qnaral,  takes  poueanon  of  Sandwich,  i.  46.    Luids 
iU  Amherstboigh  without  opposition,  47.    Besieged  by  Gen. 
Proctor  in  Fort  Meigst  49. 
Harwich,  and  the  adjoiaing  townships,  rcfiort  of,  i.  391.     Sup- 
plement to  the  report,  394.     Additional  information  by  iii. 
Dencke,  396. 
Hnnp)  iba  cultivation  of,  encouraged  by  the  l^islature,  i.  ihs^ 
Heron,  the,  bears  a  great  affinity  to  the  crane,  i.  174. 
Hobhouse,  Mr.  Gen.  InL  cclxir. 

Hriidays  and  {estivals  observed  in  the  province,  i.  355. 
Hotknd,  Lord,  offers  to  present  Mr.  Gourlay's  petition  to  the 

Hsnse  of  Lords,  Gen.  IiU,  Iv. 
Holad  IMatriol,  i.  119.    Not  a  single  report  received  from  tnence, 

498.    Cnusea  of  this,  ibid. 
Hopct  ttwn^p  o^  i.  133. 

Homer,  Mr.  his  letter  to  Mr.  Gourlay,  Gtn.  Int.  cxsziii. 
Huibet  three.kinda  in  Upper  Canada,  109.     Price  of,  377,  383, 

387,  393,  468,  409,  505,  519,  Ml. 
Howud,  township  report  of,  i.  391. 

Howiflon,  Dr,  account  of  his  "  Sketches  of  Upper  Canada, 
Gen.  Int.  cocviii.     MisrepreaenUtioud  and  unfair  character 
of  that  publication,  ccczl. 
Hvdaon's  Bay  Company,  when  incorporated,  i,  34.   Extent  of 

the  country  granted  to  them,  ibid. 
Huh,  General,  iavados  Upper  Canada,  i.  45.     Issues  a  proclama- 
tion, and  is  joined  by  many  inhabitants  of  the  province,  ibid.   . 
Returns  to  Detroit,  followed  by  General  Brock,  46, 
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Hall,  town^ip  of,  t.  SOT. 
Hntnberaton,  townehip  report  of,  i.  407. 
Hontor,  Genoa],  appointed  I^t>GoT«nioi  of  Uj^  Canada,  i. 
15.    Statntea  pawed  daring  bis  goTeramenl,  ii,  215 — 330. 
HuMey.  Mr.  ii.  5,  6ft,  77. 
Hutchinon,  Hon,  Mr,  Gtn,  ^tU.  cocxcv. 


I.    J. 

Jadoon,  "Mr,  bia  panpblet  on  the  politioal  lUta  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada) declared  libellous  by  the  House  of  AnemUy,  ii.  317. 
Extracts  from  it,  31S — 327.  Address  of  the  Assembly  to 
Governor  Gon  on  die  subject,  32B.     Remarks,  330 — 335. 

JenUnson,  Mr.  Gen.  ltd.  cclTiii. 

Inports  to  Ibe  province,  i.  3S4. 

XmjmKHiment  for  debt,  not  allowed  for  a  less  sum  than  forty 
ibillinp,  and  where  there  is  an  apparent  intention  to  avoid 
payment,  i.  S38.  Oath  of  the  creditor  previoualy  reqniied, 
ibid. 

Improrement,  opinions  as  to  what  relardsor  wonld  promote  i^i- 
ftSO,  283,  38S,  «g3,  304,  309,  311,  313,  317,  319,  3U, 
323,  327,  32B,  333,  334,  340,  341,  343,  340,  348,  350, 
351,  361,  307,  309,  370,  373,  378,  383,  383,  387,  3S1, 
SBS.  4O0,  411,  415,  '«0,  434,  428.  430,  448,  451,  454, 
478,  476,  485,  48S,  493,  500,  603,  500,  663,  633.  Be- 
naika  on  these,  ii.  403. 

tndoanra  bill,  a  general  one,  brought  before  parlianunt  by  hoti 
Cnrrington,  without  sucoess,  Gro.  InU  Izxxv. 

IncnrnWitB  presented  to  livings  by  the  lieu  ten  ant-governor,  niv 
ject  to  the  Bishop's  right  of  institution,  i.  93% 

Vidians  in  the  Moravian  villages,  accountof,  i,2S0. 

■  can  no  longer  be  looked  to  by  Canada,  as  alliea  in  war, 

ii.  390^  The  object  of  govemm«it  ought  to  be  tbeir  im- 
provemeat  in  moralB  and  education,,  ibid.  How  tlm  might 
be  accomplished,  391. 

Inquiry  into  the  present  slat;  of  Upper  Canada,  imperatively 
called  for,  ii.  499 
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Industry  die  geoflral  characterudc  of  fbe  people,  i.  390.' 
Inhabitant,  liDgular  d^nitjoa  of 'tbe  meaning  of  this  word  by 

Chief  Justice  Powell,  G«n.  Int.  xri.  note, 
lasolrent  dditbr  entitled  to  be  discharged  or  maintaiaed  ia  prison 

by  the  creditor,  i.S38.     Olhw  provinons  io  hie  favour,  23P. 
Instances  of  national  civility  between  Upper  Canada  and  the 

United  States,  i.  306. 
Interest,  the  lawful  rate  of,  in  Upper  Canada,  i.  237. 
Introduction  to  Sketches    and  Township  Reports,   Gen.  Int. 

clxzzv. 
Johnstown  District,  i.  117.     Meeting  of  representatives,  ii,  636. 
-     ..-  — ^  calculated  for  a  mercantile  depfit,  but  has  &-£per!eiiced 

a  comparative  decline,  i.  136. 
Jones,  Mr.  bis  character,  ii.  663. 
Iron  ore  found  in  some  puts  of  the  [novince,  i.  )fiO.    Letter  on 

this  subject,  334,  note. 
Iroquois,  or  Five  Nations,  Ibrmtdable  enemies  of  tlie  first  French 

coUmista  of  Caniada,  i.  4.    ObUge  them  to  retire  down  the 

river,  ibid. 
Isle  Perrot,  sdgniory  of,  i.  503. 
Isle  Jesus,  seigniory  o(  i.  508. 
Jadidary  goremmoit  of  Upper  Canada,  i.  305,     No  Court  of 

Chancery  yet  established,  306.     Superior  court  styled  the 

King's  Bench,  ibid. 
Justices  of  the  peace,  their  powers,  i.  307. 


King,  the,  a  constituent  branch  of  the  l^lature  of  the  province, 
i.  304.  Solely  vested  with  the  supreme  executive  power 
ibid.  ' 

ling's  Bench,  court  of,  the  superior  court  of  the  province,  i. 
306.  Has  powers  similar  to  those  of  the  King's  Bench, 
Common  Pleas,  and  in  matters  of  revenue,  the  Exchequer 
of  England,  ibid.  An  appeal  lies  from  its  decisions  to  the 
Governor  and  Executive  Coancil,  ibid.    ' 

KJngiton,  great  rpjui  from,  toYo^fc,.  i.  87.    Town  and  harbour. 
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iUd.  Fortificstioiw,  tunncki,  fto.  Wk  lu  advAnugn  m  ■ 
baibonr,  con^Mred  wiih  tKou  of  oAfe  pUeM  an  both  rides 
of  Uke  Ontario,  Hit  Descriptioa  of  tKe  tom,  127.  Bank 
GStablirind  at,  SS7,  wrfe.  PrOTuion  made  for  ngulatii^  ib 
polieo,  &c.  907.  T»wi!idii^  repott  ot,  47a  Seootad  re- 
portt  477. 
Kitley,  lownBhip  report  of,  i.  617. 


Laboarers,  in  all  caiei,  haw  Aeir  t»u>d  and  todging  aQowed,  in 
addition  to  their  wages,  i.  S71. 

Lac  des  deux  Montagnes,  seigaioif  of,  i.  000. 

Lake  Superior,  its  magnitade,  i.  19.  ContaiM  maity  large  islandi, 
ibid.  Ita  waters  freeze  in  some  }8ibea  to  the  diatanceor  k- 
teaXy  nilet  from  it»  shorea,  87t 

-^ —  HuAni,  in  rize,  i.  41.  Tbfe,  aid  Lake  MicUgan,  frozen 
more  than  Lake  Erie,  daring  winUr,  87. 

'  Michigan,  i.  41, 

—  ■■■  Sinplair,  i.  42. 

^  EHfr,   i.  48.     Ve^  IfttTe  fttfjsen  dUHilg  the  tfltitflti  87. 

Situation  of  iU  islands,  iKd. 

Ontario,  i.  85,     Depth  of  its  waters,  ibid.     tlcdW  ebveting 

its  Bur&ce,  near  the  «h6res,  in  Jnne,  ibid:  Its  trater  m- 
pleasontly  warm  during  the  summer,  86.  Never  dosed 
with  ice,  except  in  certain  parts,  87.  Situation  of  its 
islands,  ibid.  Its  narigBtfon  more  important  than  that  of 
any  of  the  ptfaer  lakes,  107.  Balance  of  naral  force  on  it, 
in  &Tour  of  die  Kitish,  108. 

:  Salmon,  resemble  the  salmon  of  the  see,  i.  176. 

■         Chub,  superior  to  the  dace,  i.  180.  ' 

Herring,  different  firom  the  Karopelln,  !.  182. 

Lakes,  a  general  decrea*  id  tSwr  waten,  i.  114,    SotAetbiag 
like  irregular  tidiss  peri^tiU'e  in  ttietn,  ibid.    Ffih  found  in 
diem,  I7S.    Varioifs  mddes  of  taking  the  6ik,  18t. 
Lamprey,  too  insipid  foi  food,  i.  181. 

Land  let  <in  shaies,  eUttat  of,  and  tHflls  m  fittefali^  k  HV, 
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38S.  288,  US,  304.  »g,  310,  319»  318,  319,  SBl,  823, 
327.  328,  330,  334,  339.  341.  343,  .360^  .306,  37%  382, 
38(1,  300,  3&«,  SW.  408.  411,  414,  4194.483,  427*429, 
443,  447,  468,  475,  484.  485«  488,  491,  H».60SyS19, 
£62.  022. 

Land,  wild,  price  of  at  tbe  fint  settlenieiit,  and  at  pnaent,  i, 
379,  283,  288,  293,  304,  310,  31S,  337,.  384,  373,  377, 
387.  390,  396,  399,  408.  440.  443,  468,  47fi.  478^  484, 
48fi,  487,  404,  600,  600,  612,  614,  602. 

-  ~-  partly  cleared,  with  buildiogs  erected,  prioe  of^  i.  379, 283, 
293,  309,  310,  316,  319,  327^  330,  334,  33»,  800»  807, 
370,  373,  390,  395,  400,  414,  419,  423,  427.  429.  44^ 
447,  453,  468,  475,  484,  489,  491,  613,  562,  622. 

,  quantity  ibr  aale,  i.  279.  288,  293,  304,  309,  311,  313. 

316,  319.  321.  323.  327,  328,  33^  339,  341,  343,  345, 
348.  360,  300,  3S7,  370.  373,  387,  390,  4D0,  408,  411. 
414,  419,  424,  437.  439,  440,  443,  447.  460^453)  470, 
478.  484.  491,  506.  ^J-.       . 

board,  i.  208. 

cmb,  i.  186^ 

La  petite  Nation,  Higniory  tS,  i.  003, 

Itandadowii,  toWDship  report  o^  i>  503.  513. 

Xiaw  society  of  Upper  Canada  .e^blitbed,  i.  934.  Ita  ralsB  ti 
to  the  ftdmisuoii  of  practiliQUen,  335. 

Lawley,  Mr.  G*n.  InL  cdriii. 

lioaniiiig,  itate  oi,  in  the  prorince,  i.  244. 

Leeds,  towDship  report  o^  i.  616. 

Le^slatira  Council  of  Upper  Canada  concur  in  the  Lieutenant- 
Govwnor's  intentioii  of  witbhotding  the  royal  grant  of  land 
from  thoae  perscnu  who  had  been  members  oC.the  CoDTeo- 
tion.  Gen.  Int.  zii.  Constimted  by  the  Act  of  31  Qeorge 
III.,  i.  190.  Qiu>lific«tionB  of  its  members,  ibid.  Ap- 
pointed l^  the  Kii^,  iUd,  Tenure  of  their  appointment. 
191.  The  SpeakM  Appaintable  and  removeabla  by  th*  Go- 
TerpOT.  ibid.  Not  retfed  with  judidal  authority,  ibid.  Its 
pnesent  character,  ii.  298,  299.  Its  leaoLations  on  th6'  sub- 
jea  of  its  claim  to  altflt  lAsaey  l^lls,  671. 

tevi^  Ur.  £\.  Gm.  Jttt.  osbi. 
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Licuacd  relailera  and  pedlan,  number  of  tbem  in  the  province, 

in  1810,  i.  9S0. 
LieBtenant-OoTeinor,  tbe  penon  administeriBg  tbe  goreionieat  of 

U|^i  CuBdo,  usually  so  called,  i.  SOS.     Hk  powera,  ibid. 

Beorirea  hii  aj^ointmont  from  the  crown,   90S.      Hae  a 

conacil  to  adviao  him  in  the  execntiTe  departm^it  of  tbe  go- 

vanuoeot,  ibid-    Smpowered  to  erect  and  endow  parsonages 

ot  nctoriee  in  the  Mreial  lownshipa,  S3S. 
I^me,  price  of,  i.«77,  481,  S8$,  467,  512,  618,  580. 
Liurds  not  anmerons  in  ibo' province,  i.  185. 
I.ochaber,  towndtip  of,  i.  S05. 
Z^ookbart,  Mr.  Got.  Int.  eelfiii. 
London  Dutrict,  i.  120. 
I-'  '■     ,  loVrn  of,  intended  by  Qeneral  Simooe  for  the  fnlare 

capital  of' tte  profince,  i.  1S8. 
iMmiaaAetrj,  MarqnJi  of,  Gen.  Ini.  cdr.  ecliiii.  cdix.  odxx. 
Longue  Sanlt,  a  dificnlt  rafwl  in  tbe  St.  Lawrence,  i.  113. 
Longneil,  New,  seigniory  of,  i.  584. 
Loon,  the,  a  water  fowl,  i.  173. 
Loughborough,  township  of,  i.  1S8, 
Louisiana  purchased  by  the  United  States,  i.  10. 
Louth,  township  report  o^  i.  435. 
Lushington,  Dr.  Ge».  bu.  cdxxii. 
Luxury,  small  progress  of,  in  Upper  Canada,  i.  S50. 


Macdonell,  Mr.  ii.  509. 

Mackoizie,  Mr.  manner  la  which  he  performed  his  tours  of  dis- 
covery, i.  33. 

Mackintosh,  Kr  James,  praeents  Mr.  Oourlay's  petition  to  tbe 
Honsa  of  Ci»unonB,  Gen.  Int.  hi.  Newspaper  report  of 
bis  ^>eecb  on  tbe  ooMuon,  liii.  Jjettcr  from  Mr.  Oonrlay  to 
Urn,  lir.  His  «uwer,  Ir.  QuotatioB  from  hie  VindieiB 
GallicK,  clxxv.  - 

Ma^^atntse  of  Uj^r  Canada,  ranked  under  four  denomtniationB, 
ii.  509.     Evil  consequences  of  pladng  tbe  whole  powtf  of 
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making  Mid  uiiu»kiii|[  thom  in  the  hukb  of  tLe  Qovoraorr  ■; 
SIS. 
Magucga,  Bridih  and  Indian  Toice  defeated  at,  i.  146, 
Maitland,  SirPer^rine,  Lieutenanl-Qotemor  of  Upper  Canada, 
in  his  ipeeofa  on  opening  the  aeuioD  oi  1810,  deelaraa  hit 
intention  of  Trithholdiag  the  royal  grant  of  land  hmfi  those 
penons  who  had  been  memben  of  the  CoaTenliMi,  Gm.  Int. 
il.     His    ^leech   at   l»gth,   oodcrii,     Remarki  <m  i^ 


Malahide,  township  report  of,  i.  S40. 

Maiden,  townehip  report  of,  i.  381. 

Malthas,  Mr.  points  out  the  iiuufficieacf  of  Mr.  Young's  pUa  of 
proriding  for  the  poor.  Gen.  Int,  buoix.  Reoomtnanda  a 
general  improvement  of  cottages,  and  the  cow  %jwt»ta  on  a 
limited  scale,  xciii.  Eologium  on  his  Eaiay  on  Popalation, 
xov.  Too  stoical  in  hia  reasoning,  ci.  ,  Onnrigfats,  and 
enon  in  his  work  pointed  out,  cbdii;  dzxiti,  cUxix. 

Manchester  burnt  bjr  the  British  troopa,  i,  83. 

Manitou  or  Manitoulin  Islands,  in  I«ke  Huron,  cooaidend  by 
the  Indians  as  the  residence  of  spirits,  i.  41. 

Mansfield,  Mr.  Gm.  ItU.  ndri.  ccbdii.  cclxriL 

Manure,  for  what  crops  applied,  and  when,  i.  379,  3SS,  393, 
313,  31(1,  319,  331,  333,  339,  S38,  tOO,  308,  373,  300, 
306,  300,  408,  411,  410,  433*  447,  45S,  475,  483,485, 
487,  489,  401,  600,  60fi,  683. 

Marl,  abundant  in  erery  district  of  the  province,  i.  149. 

Martin,  an  animal  highly  rained  for  its  fur,  i.  IflS. 

,  Mr.  ii.  34,  101,  104. 

Marysburg,  township  0^  i.  131. 

Maxwell,  Mr.  Geu.  Inl.  ocbnr. 

Medidnal  springs,  two  in  the  township  of  Scarborough,  i.  145. 
■  ■  -  roots,  i.  153. 

Meetings  by  d^uty  the  genuine  means  by  which  greatjpublic  be- 
nefits may  be  obtained,  G«n.  IiU.  ccxzv. 

Medical  practitioners,  number  o^  i^  378,  381,  386,  391,  314, 
333,  307,  43S,  40%  669. 

Methodists,  the^oit  numerous  class  of  dissenters  in  the  prorinca, 
i.  333.  .  , 
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HeBonists,  condhioaslly  exempted  from  serring  in  tfae  mtlitU,  i. 

934,  619,  note. 
Michigan,  territory  Of,    SDrrendered  to  the  British  hj  Gesend 

Hull,  i  4S. 
MichiUraackinac,  giren  np  by  England  to  the  United  States,  i. 

44.     Captared  by  the  British  troops,  86,     UnsuccesBrully 

attacked  by  the  Americans,  36. 
Midffleton,  township  report  of;  i.  Si9. 
Midland  District,  i.  118.     General  report,  4P2.     Meetings  of 

representatiTes,  ii.  617,-  018. 
Military  settlements  rarely  succeed,  i.  SSO. 
Hililia  of  Upper  Canada,  grants  of  land  promised  to  them  daring 

the  war,  but  neglected  on  the  restoratioa  of  peace.  Gen.  InL 
•      1.     Oomposed  of  the  male  inbabitants  between  certain  ages, 

i.  3SB.     Formed  into  regiments  and  battalions,  ibid.     Their 

officers,  ibid.     Anaaally  reviewed,  and  tr^ned,  ibid.  -  Nn- 

merotu  in  proportion  to  the  inhabitants,   330.      Fensooa 

allowed  to  Uiose  disaUed  during  the  war,  and  to  the  widowi 

and  OTphoDS  of  those  killed,  ibid. 
Mille  Isles,  seigniory  of,  i.  BOO, 
Mills  of  variooB  descriptions,  and  charge  for  grinding,  sawing 

carding  wool,  &c.  i.  370,  381,  288,  391,  395,  313,  315, 

332,  333,  S4S,  347,  371,  382,  389,  389,  407,  409,  417, 
433,  430,  439,  441,  445,  452,  407,  472,  483,  480,  48S, 
490,  493,  498,  S03,  511,  513,  917,  OlS,  959,  980,  623. 

Milton,  Lord,  Oen.  Int.  cclzii. 

Minerab  and  mineral  springs  discovered  or  indicated,  i.  274, 286, 
395,  303,  308,  310,  312,  316,  318,  330,  333,  324,  330, 

333,  338,  341,  343,  347,  449,  358,  372,  382,  383,  380, 
.380,  394,  397,  407,  410,  4I3,  418,  432,  436,  433,  448, 
447,  449,  453,  473,  483,  488,  490,  493,  498,  909,  911, 
913,  616,  518,  600. 

Mink,  a  smaH  amphibious  animal,  i,  lOS. 

Mistake,  a  curious  one,  as  to  the  boundary  between  the  United 

States  and  Lower  Oanada,  i.  ^3. 
Mocking  bird,  or  brown  thrasher,  L  174. 
Mohawk  land,  i.  133. 
Money  of  the  province,  i.  316,    Value  of  current  coins,  itM. 
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Honckt  Mr.  CiMt.  /■!  colri.  ecWx. 

MoDliw])  fint  Mttlanwt.,0^  by  tka  Frendi,  i.  3.    TAea  by 

Goieral  Amhent,  &    Trco  baoki  cstabliihed  trt,  337,  note. 

■■,  wigoiory  o^  i-  Bfti. 

MocHB  iter,  i  169.    . 

MoraTiin  towns,  battle  fought  tketa,  i,  43.. 

Moiqiunoiiige^  a  rare  lake  fish,  i.  178. 

Uqom,  L  t<8.    Field  mioe  more  raaaawu  In  Uppaf  CUiada 

than  in  tb«  United  States,  ibid. 
Mowing,  reaping,  and  cradling,  piioe  of,  i.  377,  883,  38S,  393, 

319,  S20,  S68,  aro,  398,  413,  41S,  437,  4StO,  4S8,  443, 

447,  449,  4S3,  409,  »04,  5«1,  023. 
Mullet,  the,  not  plentiFul  in  the  lakea,  i.  180. 
Murray,  LieuteDant.GeDeral  Sir  Q.,  PioTindal  Lieutanant-Giv 

Temor,  i,  10. 
Htuk  rat,  or  imuiiuiIi,  i.  165. 


National  cliaiader,  priadpally  Anglo-AmericaOf  i.  347. 
National  debt,  nijeana  piopofed  for  ita  •ztinotion,  Gen,  Int.  cKlriii . 

Not  an  eril  in  certain  circomstances,  cxKx, 
Nelson,  townabip  of,  i.  134.    Towoeihip  report  oi,  MS. 
NowcaaOa  Dwtriot,  i.  118. 
Newpott,  Sir  Jdu,  Gat,  IwL  cecxd.  ocowi. 
NmMb,  towmbip  o^  i.  flOft 
Vaw  York,  atate  o^  faiiHBbes  a  fair  example  for  Upper  Canada, 

of  the  ndrwrtigiM  of  enugration  and  lettlemnit,  i.  34S. 
Kingara  nver,  acaonnt  o^  i.  90. 

.. .  &lla  or,  deecribed,  i.  M— 7S. 

■    ■       ■,  town  of,  taken  by  the  Americana,  i.  81.     Bornt  by  Qen. 

M'Clure,  of  the  New  York  militia,  89. 

—  , ' '  ■  District,  i    119.     Completely    organized  under  Mr. 

-  '    Oooriay's'plan,  iU  $76^    Meetings  of  the  represtnlativet  of 

its  sevMal  lowoships,  609. 
Nichol,  township  report  of,  i.  376. 
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Nichol,  Mr.  propotai  oeruin  resbldtioiu  in  the  Hoom  otJutm- 
Hj,  ii.  387.  ComM  to  Engkiid  to  Mibniit  docunmtaoa 
'ibe  itate  of  thf  proTince  to  miniitcn,  485.  Skeldi  of  Ui 
proceeding!,  628.  Procures  the  committal  of  Hr.  Dnnod 
to  priiOD,  for  a  libel,  644.  RemarkB  on  hii  conduct  on 
that  occaaion,  646.    His  hiitory,  66S. 

NtKdi-weat  Companj,  kccount  of  iht,  i.  31.  pFodaca  of  ibdc 
tnds  for  one  yaar,  33.  Mannar  in  whicii  their  buuuM  ■ 
cmducted,  ibid. 

NcHiridt,  townahip  report  of^  i.  331.    - 

Notes,  cocplatiMory  of  Mr.  Oonrl^T'squeriei,  i.  S71, 300. 


Ogdansburgh  nnsncceMfiiUy  attained   by  the    Britishi  i.  HI. 

Again  attacked,  and  taken,  113. 
Onslow,  township  o^  L  609. 
Order  in  Coondl  ralative  to  the  conunercial  interoouna  with  the 

United  States,  i.  359.     Schedule  of  duties  to  be  rsnind 

niider  it,  301. 
■  —  to  kveu  the  tonnage  dnfy  impoMd  by  a  for- 

mer  order,  i,  305. 
Orfcid,  township  rcfKirt  o^  i.  301. 
Onr^,  its  situation,  i,  101.    Taken by.die  FWeh  iBl7U,il|ii 

Retaken  by  Oeneial  Amherst  in  17S0,  ibid.    GiToa  if  v> 

the  United  States  after  the  treaty  of  17B4,  103.    Caanon- 

aded  withoat  much  efiect  by  a  Briti^  squadnw,  ibid.    Ths 

barracks  burnt  by  Qeneral  Drununond,  iUd. 
Ottawa,  or  Grand  River,  i.  114.    Aa  inland  na?igatioa,  might 

easily  be  ribctnd  between  this  rirsr  and  the  Si.  humBBH 

by  locks  and  canals,  137. 
Otter,  not  properly  an  am^biona  aiunul,  i,  104. ' 
Owen,  Mr.  Gen.  Int.  cxxxriii.  clzi. 
Ox,  price  of  a  good  one,  i    377, 3S3, 387,  3BS»  408,  49»,  tOt, 

661. 
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Oken  and  cowa,  ot  a  good  itocb,  i.  170. 

Oxford,  township  of,  i.  138.     Township  report  of,  308. 


Palmer,  Mr.  P.  GeTt.  Int.  cd'lx.  cclxix,  cclxxlii. 

PariiBinent  House  at  York,  bornt  by  a  party  of  American  ualon, 
i.  90. 

ParliameDt  and  the  People,  u.  539—704. 

Partridge,  the,  called  in  Penosylvaoia,  the  pheasant,  i.  173. 

Paitore,  quality  of,  and  what  an  ox  of  four  years  old  will  gain  by 
a  summer's  mu,  i.  ITS,  383,  487,  393,  303,  308,  310,  313, 
310,  331,  323,  33S,  938,  334,  339,  343,  345,  348,  349, 
3S9,  373,  394,  3S8,  408,  410,  413,  41%  433,  449,  453*, 
478,  483,  486,  490,  900,  605;  563. 

Pelham,  township  report  of,  i.  441. 

People  aad  inhabited  houses,  number  of,  in  each  township,  i.  275, 
381,  385, 391,  385, 4«7,  47l,  483, 493,  498,  503,  510,  550; 
580. 

Perdi,  a  fish  common  and  easily  (»ughl,  i.  179. 

Perry,  Commodore,  captures  the  British  naval  force  on  Lake 
Erie,  i.  53.  Treats  hia  unfortunate  rird  with  the  most  deli- 
cate attention,  54, 

phiHips,  Mr.  Gen.  Tnt.  cclvi. 

Phippe,  Colonel,  ii.  36,38,  31. 

Pickerel,  a  species  of  pike,  i.  179; 

Pike,  the  CaoBdinn,  i.  178. 

Pitt,  lUgbt  Hon.  W.  Chaneeltbr  of  the  Excheqaer,  introduce*  ibe 
act  granting  a  constitution  tt>  Uppir  Canada,  in  1791,  )i.  1, 
His  speeches  on  that  snbjea,  3;  13,  30,  31,  3^;  5S,  65,  6C, 
W,  70,  77,  78,  84;  103;  103,  105,  108,  109.  . 

Places  of  worship  geuerallj'  plain,  i.  335.  Indecorous  practice  in 
some,  ibid  and  note.  Not  so  numerous  as  might  be  wished, 
but  in  creasing,  356. 

Pl<tiB,aignrfibationo£thig  Word 'in  Upper  Canada,  i.  27^. 

PhmgMngriisaal  thnroG  commencing,  i.378, 283,  387,  9dS^  SlOf 
359,  300, 408,  410,  468,  474,'  499,  SOS,  Sffi;  631. 
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Politics  Tery  little  attended  to  in  the  prorioce,  i.  249.     Not  pro- 
doctive  of  >o  much  private  aoimoaily  bb  ia  the  United  States, 
ii.  318. 
Poor  lawB,  the  present  system  of,  the  greatest  evil  which  over- 
ahadoWB  the  fate  of  England,  Gen.  ltd.  Ixxxiii.      Incon- 
ceivable mischief  which  has  arisen  from  this  source,  ciii — cv. 
cxiii.  cxr.    Petitions  on  this  subject  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Wily,  cxxis.  cxxxviii.     Debate  on  Mr.  Scarlett's  bill  for  the 
amendment  of  them,  cclli — cclxxiii.     Remarks  on  the  de- 
bate, cclxxiii.     Rise  and  progress  of  the  poor  laws,  cdxxvi. 
Introduced  in  England  by  the  43d  of  Elizalxfth,  ibid;  and 
in  Scotland  by  an  act  of  James  VI.  cclxxvii.     Their  i^u»- 
chievous  effects  prevented  in  the  latter  country  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  schools,  cclxxviii. 
Poor  of  England,  dreadful  situation  to  which  they  have  been  re- 
duced by   poor-laws  and  endoatu'e   bills.  Gen.  Int.  dxii 
ccclix. 
Popular  diversions,  i.  250. 
Population  of  Upper  Canada,  i.  \3B,  612. 
Portland,  township  of,  i.  128. 
Ports  of  entry  and  clearance,  i.  225. 
Postscript,  Gen.  Int.  cccll. 
Poultry,  i.  171. 

Powell,  Chief  Justice,  his  miscooatruction  of  the  word  "  Inhabit- 
ant," Gen,  JtU.  xvi.  note,     Mr.  Oourlay's  petition  to  him  for 
a  writ  of  habeas  coqpus,  xL    Remands  faim  to  prison,  xliii. 
His  character,  ii.  516 — 522. 
Powis,  Mr.  ii.  05,  67,  78, 104, 107. 
Presbyterians  appear  to  be  increuing  ia  numbers  and  roapecta- 

bility  in  the  proviace,  i.  234. 
Presque  lale,  oi  Newcastle,  harbour,  i.  94. 
Prescott,  a  rising  settlement  on  the  Sl  Lawrence,  i.  112,  126. 
Prevost,  Sir  Qeo^,  makes  an  unsuccessful  attack  on  Sacket'a 

harbour,  i.  104. 
Price  of  land,  i.  241. 

Principal  officers  of  provindal  government  paid  by  the.  orown,  i. 
219.  Amount  voted  for  that  purpose  by  ibe  British  Pu- 
liameot,  ia.l820,  220,  note. 
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Principles  and  proceediogs  of  the  iohabitanta  of  Niagara  Dislrict, 
ii.  519. 

Proctor,  Qaneral,  abandons  Amherstburgh,  i.  47.  Besieges  Gen. 
Harrison  in  Fort  Meigs,  49.  Raises  the  siege,  and  with- 
draws his  army  towards  Detroit,  50.  Attempts  to  talie  Fort 
Sandusky,  but  is  repulsed,  ibid. 

Profession  and  practice  of  law,  i.  234. 

ProgTBBB  of  political  discontent  in  Upper  Canada,  ii.  313. 

Prorinciat  Parliament,  how  constituted,  i.  SO,  See  L^islative 
Coiaicit  aad  Astembly, 

Provindal  revenue,  amount  and  sources  of,  i.  220, 

Publications  on  Canada,  account  of.  Gen.  Int.  ccci. 

Pu^Iism  once  considerably  prevalent  in  the  proriDce,  but  now 
decliniag,  i.  252. 


Q. 


Qu^l,  the,  named  in  Pennsylvania,  the  partridge,  i,  173. 
Quakers  not  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  i,  19S. 

Conditionally  exempted  from  militia  duties,  234. 
Quatifications  of  Members  of  the  Legislative  Coundi,  i,  190. 
-  House  of  Assembfy,  i,  190, 


-  electors  for  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 


i.  192. 
Quebec,  fit^  French  settlement  in  Canada  formed  at,  i.  3.    Taken 

by  the  English  uUder  Oeneral  Wolfe,  8. 
I  act,  inserted  by  the  American  Congress  in  their  list  of 

parliamentary  grievances,  i.  9. 
Queenston  heights,  beautiful  prospect  from,  i.  78,      Attacked  bjr 

the  Americans  without  success,  78, 

II   ,  village  of,  in  a  flourishing  state,  i.  79. 
Queries  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  U[^r  Canada,  by  Mr. 

Gourlay,  i.  270. 
Quinti,'  bay  of,  its  utuation  and  extent,  i.  94.    Receirtt  the 

waters  of  the  Rice  lake,  95. 
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Ittcoon,  an  animal  CMerahling  lb«  beaver,  but  nnsItfE,  i.  166. 
Badica],  the  term  not  known  in  Upp«  Canad*  as  a  par^  dU- 

tinctioD,  Gen.  Int.  ccxxii. 
Bainhain,  township  n^rt  oE^  i.  320. 
Rflfigb]  township  report  or,  i.  3M. 
Rat,  not  found  in  Upper  Canada  till  the  late  wu,  i.  t69. 
Rattle'enake,  two  species  o£,  in  the  province,  i.  18d. 
Reform  of  parliameitt  mnat  take  place  soonec  or  later.  Gat.  XiU. 

cl^iii.    Excellent  ^«cts  which  would  attend  its  prognM, 

clxxx. 
Rouaelair,  General,  attacks  the  Qoeenston  hnghta,  but  is  deleated 

by  Oeneral  Sheaffe,  i.  78,  70. 
Rents  and  interest,  the  true  Bource?  of  snpplj  for  taxation.  Gen.  JhL 

d.  cli.  cUi.     Mr.  Gonrlay's  letter  on,  cocliii.  Rote. 
Rep(fft*  of  jjicUciary  decisions  much  wanted  io  the  pronnce,  i, 

308.     AdTontages  dwivable  from  them,  210. 
Reeolntioiii  of  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitante  of  the  waafj  of  Hal- 
ton,  on  the  agricultural  distreeses  of  the  pr^riiicf^  G«».  la{. 

ccocxr.     Remark^  on  than  in  Mveral  British  newt^apec^ 

cecxxyii — cccxxx.    OtMervations  I^  Mr.  QourUy^  cccxxx— 

cccxxii. 
'.■   -     .     of^,l^e  House  of  Afomnhlj  oa  4>P  ^■IU)«i5;B  Pi  W- 

graats  from  the  United  Sutei,  iL  ^80. 
Qemt^)  ajnount  of  the  proviiiciaj,  in  1^10,  i.  f^jO.    Much  inr 

creased  since  that  period,  269. 
ft^flw  of  the  cooteifts  of  thia  work,  ii.  SSSt-AS^ 
Biaii,  iOeneta],  takes  and  bfUni  ti^  nUffgeof  BjuS^O,  t.  <9.     And 

of  Black  Rock,  0^    Wwinded  vfA  t^ken  posWDM  in_a« 

l^«of  Lwidy>  hiuM,  74u 
Ricardo,  Mr.  Gen,  InL  celn. 

Indianmethod  of  gathering  it,,  iludf. 
Roads  are  advancing  to  a  nxne  perdBct  state,  r.  251.    Libanl 
grants  made  by  the  Li^akture  for  their  improTMmt,  2U. 
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PKunt  tun  of,  irs,  S83,  3S8,  iSi,  ^4,  369,  kW,  913, 
310,  31B,  331,  Si7,  338,  ^3l,  334,  339,  341,  343,  34S. 
348,  3fiO,  300,  367,  369,  370,  373,  377,  3^,  3^7,  301, 
395,  400.  408,  411,  414,  419,  424,  427,  430,  443,  447, 
490.  453,  476,  478,  484,485,487,  489,  4&1,  500,  500. 
Oil,  514,  518,  503. 

Rochefouceult  Liaacourt,  Duke  de  la,  extract  from  bis  Tnnlt, 
describing  the  Btal«  of  Uppw  Canada  under  the  gdverotnent  of 
General  Simcoe,  ii.  127 — 302.  His  atatements  correct,  and 
luB  observatiotit  good,  389. 

Roman  Catholics,  cotnparativdy  few  in  Upper  Canada,  i.  iSi, 

Rnaaeli,  the  Hon.  Peter,  president  of  Upper  Caiia^,  i.  15. 
Sututeepsued  duriog  his  administration,  ii.  203—214. 

Ryder.  Mr.  H.  lOA. 


Sabbath,  obwrTance  of  the,  i.  266. 

Sacket's  harbour  blockaded  by  Cotuntodbre  Yeo,  i.  l63.  Uniuc- 
cessfidty  attadrad  by  Sir  0.  Preroat,  104. 

St.  Darid's,  Tillage  of^  du  Etead-qoaners  of  the  British  army  in 
1813,  and  of  the  American  army  in  1814,  i.  79.  MaDf 
baiUBngi  burnt  there  by  order  of  an  American  officor,  who  i« 
dismissed  firom  the  nrrict  by  General  Brown,  ibid. 

St.Jobn,Mr.U.a4,M. 

St.  Joiepli,  island  of,  the  most  weatem  post  inaintained  by  Great 
Britain,  before  the  commeDcement  of  die  late  war,  i.  29. 
Talcra  by  tbe  Americaai,  io. 

St.  Lawrence,  Bay  of,  diacorered  and  bo  named  by  Jacques  Car- 
Her,  i.  3.  River  of,  not  at  first  called  so,  brgW  than  the 
Mtai  of  Montreal,  ibid.  Now  commonly  known  by  that 
name  in  its  whole  extent,  from  the  gulf  to  the  outlet  of  On- 
tario, ibid.  Afterwards  receirea  vanouii  appellationB,  3. 
Generally  frozm  over  in  winter,  87.  Its  width,  and  extaot 
ofnavigatian,  109. 

Iib^bit&ant,i.l7t. 
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Salt,  the  upper  dislricta  Of  th«  province  priacipally.  siipplied  wJlb 

this  Article  from  ihe  United  States,  i  140. 
Salt  apriDgs,  i.  14S. 
Saltfleet,  tonDBbip  report  o^  i.  396. 

Sandwich,   taken    by    General    Hull,    and   evacuated    after    a 
month's  pOBseBsion,    i.   45.       Again  entered,  and  retained 
daring  the  war  bj  the  Americans,  46.    Township  repott 
of,  275. 
Sawyer,  or  wbeteaw,  i.  174. 

Scalp  found  in  the  Parliaroent  House  at  York,  employed  by  sooie 
American  sailors  aa  a  pretest  for  burnieg  that  edifice  i.  90, 
endnote.     Explanation  of  the  circumitance,  91. 
Scarlett,  Mr.  hia  Poor  Relief  Bill  brought  into  the  Honse  of  Com- 
moDB,  Gen.  Int.  cciz.  His  speech  on  that  occasion,  cclii.  Ob 
the  second  reading,  cclni.  cclix.  cclx.  oclxiii.  cclxviii.  cclzx. 
cclxxi.  cclxziii. 
Schools,  number  of,  and  the  fees  per  quarter,  i.  27Q,  381,  385, 
301,  314,  334,  333, 407,  434, 467, 471,  483.  S04,  498, 503, 
S99. 
School  Act,  not  popular,  and  why,  i.  345. 

Scotch  labourers,  their  superiority  over  the  English,  in  various  re- 
spects. Gen.  ItU.  civ.  clxxvii.  clxxrii. 
Seabright,  Sir  S.  Gtn.  I-ni.  cclxix. 
Selkirk,  X<ord,  commenced  a  settlement  on  Lake  Sioclair,  wludi 

suffered  during  the  war,  i.  137. 
Serpent,  one  of  unusual  magnitude  said  to  have  been  seen  in  Lake 

Ontario,  i.  186. 
Settlers,  actual,  k>U  of  300. acres  of  land,  granted  to  them  on 
payment  of  office  fees,  and  performance  of  aettling  duties,  i_ 
341. 
Sheafe,  Major-General  Sir  R.  H.  preaident  of  Upper  Canada,  L 
15,  Defeats  iheAmericansatQueenston,  79.  Statutes  passed 
during  his  presidency,  ii.  355 — 358. 
Sheep,  price  of,  i.  377,  383, 387,  393,  339,  368,  468,  499,  SOS, 

£61. 
Sheffield,  Lord,  ii.  33,  69,  108. 
Sherbrooke,  Sir  J,  govenior-in-chief  of  the  Conadaa,  extract  of  hik 
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speech  to  t!w  Pariument  of  the  loww  proTJDce,  ii,  550.  Re- 
iDwka  on  it,  658. 

Sheridan,  Mr.  ii.  30,  31,78,  108. 

Short  yils,  i.  77,  and  noU. 

Silver  eel,  a  delicioun  Gfih,  i.  181. 

Simcoe,  Qenenl,  appointed  the  firft  Lieulenaot-gOTenior  of  Upper 
Canada,  i.  14.  Hia  faTourits  object  to  promote  the  settla- 
nient  of  the  province,  ibid.  Supposed  to  have  cootempUted 
London  m  the  fblure  capital  of  the  pntvince,  138.  His 
speeches  on  the  Quebec  Bill,  in  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons, ii.  104, 107.  His  speech  to  the  Legisladve  Council 
and  House  of  Assembly  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  opening  of 
the  first  session  of  the  Provincial  Parliament,  1 10.  And  on ' 
closing  the  aeesioD,  lU.  Statutes  passed  during  hia  admini- 
stration, 113 — 128.  Interesting  account  of  his  goTernment, 
manners,  &:g.  by  the  Duke  de  la  Rochelbueatilt  Liancoort, 
127— SOS,  Remarkion  hia  character,  309.  His  schemes  a  bao- 
dooed,  and  his  engagements  violated,  on  his  reca),  310.  Hii 
procIamadoD  inviting  settlers  to  Upper  Canada,  445,  note. 

Sinclair,  Sir  John,  ii.  78. 

Six  Nations,  Indiana,  a  valuable  tract  of  land  assigned  totberoin 
compensation  of  their  services  daring  the  revolutionary  war, 
i.  135.     Thnr  mode  of  letting  their  land,  13S. 

Sketches  of  Upper  Canada,  L  I.  Sketch  I.  History,  1.  Sketch 
IL  Boundaries,  16.  Sketch  III.  Natural  divisions  of  the 
country,  27.  Sketch  IV.  Lakes,  riven,  cataracts,  bays  and 
harbours,  37.  Sketch  V.  Civil  divisions,  110.  Skeldi  VI. 
Settlementa,  124.  Sketch  VII.  Population,  ISg,  Sketch 
VIIL  Climate,  winds,  &c.  14a  Sketch  IX.  Water,'146. 
Sketch  X.  Soil,  stones,  minerals,  &g.  147.  Sketch  XL 
Productions,  natural  and  cultivated,  IGa  Sketch  XII.  Ani- 
mals of  the  forest,  157.  Sketch  XIII.  Domestic  animals, 
109.  Sketch  XIV.  Birds,  171.  Sketch  XV.  Fishes,  175. 
Sketch  XVI.  Amphibious  animals,  reptilee  and  insects,  183. 
Sketch  XVII.  Constitution,  189.  Sketch  XVII I.  Provin- 
cial Parliament,  190.  Sketch  XIX.  Eiceentive  Qoveroment, 
304.  SketiA  XX.  JucUciary,  205,  Sketch  XXI.  Money, 
315.     Sketch  XXIL  Revenue  and  taxes,  317.     Sketch 
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XXIII.  CommtrM,  SM.     Sketch.  XXIV.  MiUda,  939. 

Sketch  XXV.    Religion  and  eccleaiasiic  instiliitioiu,  331. 

Sketch  XXVI.  Profmnon  and  practiM  of  law,  S54.     SkehA 

XXVn.  Physic  and  flurgeiy,  235.    Bkelch  XXVIH.  Tradw 

and   appranticeshipfl,  336.      Sketch  XXIX,  ImprisonmeMt 

for  debt,  iasoWent  Uwo,  and  liability  of  land  for  debt,  33B. 

Sketch  XXX.  Gradual  abolition  of  Blarsiy,  340.     Sketch 

XXXI.  Prioeoflaadi  and  encouragement  to  settlers,  24t. 

Sk^b  XXXII.  State  of  learning.  344.     Sketch  XXXIII. 

.Cbaradar,  nunnert  and  cuitoms  of  &e  inhftbitants,  347. 

Appendix  to  the  Skelchest  3fi7.    Introduction,  Gob.  JrU. 

dzzxT. 
Sketcliea  of  a  plan  for  Betlling  in  V^pet  Canada,  aceount  ol^  Gen. 

InL  cocxtli. 
Sknnk,  a  spvcies  ofpoIe-CBt,  i.  167. 
Skylark,  not  fbund  in  Upper  Canada,  i.  174. 
SUvea,  the  number  of  them  in  the  pronoce  very  small,  i.  S4l. 
Sldgbing  parttes^  i.  350. 
Sl^^ng  tetsou,  i,  373.    Its  ordinary  endurance,  378,383, 387, 

393,  308,  310,  359,  3S6, 408, 410,  468,  474,  49B,  £06, 519, 

561,  631. 
Smart,  Mr.  a  missionary,  his  ktter  to  Mr.  Qonrlay,  containing  ac> 

WQDis  of  various  townsbsps,  i.  I>07.     His  exeellent  character, 

S58.    Mr.  Gourlay's  visit  to  him,  ibid. 
Bnnth,  Colonel,  president  of  U[^r  Canada,  ii.  640.     Lenaly 

situation  of  his  house,  641.    His  speech  on  cIoHing  the  set- 

non  of  portiament,  fi45.    Remarks  on  it,  646. 
{Smoking,  a  very  common  habit  among  all  cltsses  in  the  province, 

1.  361. 
Snakes,  not  numaroins  in  the  province,  i.  I8S.    A  double-headed 

one,  187. 
Sodus,  village  of,  biiml  by  the  British  under  Sir  J.  Yeo,  i.  100. 
Soil  of  the  province,  component  ports  of,  i.  147.    Not  so  fsfvoor- 
able  to  grass  as  to  grain,  154.     Ad^^ted  to  flax  and  hemp, 
155. 
Coil,  gsneral  character  of  th»,  i.  376,  281,  28G,  291,  303,  308, 
310. 312, 316,  318,  320,  323,  33^  328, 330,  333,  SSS.  341. 
943, 34^  S47»  349,  358,  »6, 368,  370, 371, 377, 3S3. 383, 
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SSfl,  389. 3P4,  397,  407, 409, 413,  417, 4»,  4U,  4S9,  441, 
445,  440»  44B,  4fiS,  467,  47S,  483, 486, 480,  487, 4fl0, 493. 
4S8,  003,  £09,  513,  ibid.  SIS,  517,  518,  ibid.  idO. 
SophiaBborg,  town^p  of,  L  131.     Township  report  of,  480. 
Soulange,  seigniory  of,  i.  5S6. 
Southwold,  towDihip  report  of,  i.  344. 

Speaker  of  the  LegialatiTe  Council,  ai^ioted,  and  may  ba  re- 
moved, by  the  governor,  i.  191. 
Squirrel,  four  spedea  found  in  dM  province,  i.  108. 

,  the  flying,  a  rare  speraei,  i.  168. 

Stamford,  township  report  of,  L  410, 

Statistical  tables,  i.  306,  SSO,  353,  354,  403,  404, 4fiS,  534,  539, 

610. 
Statute  labour  on  the  highways,  i.  323.    Extended  in  the  Mtsion 

of  1816,  a«6. 
Statutes  passed  in  the  Brit  Hssion  of  the  first  Provincial  Parlia- 
ment of  Upper  Canada,  ti.  113.    In  the  second  aession,  117. 
In  the  third  lesuon,  130.     In  ths  fourth  sessioa,  133.     In 
the  first  session   of  the  second  parliament,    135.      In  the  ^ 

second  session,  303.  In  the  third  session.  111.  In  the 
fourth  session,  313.  In  the  first  sesnon  of  the  diird  perlj^ 
meat,  SIS.  In  &e  second  sassion;  310.  In  the  third  ses- 
sion, 230.  In  Ae  fourth  session,  231^  334.  In  the  first  ste- 
si<Hi  of  the  fourth  paiHanMiit,  338.  In  the  second  seflsiouf 
331.  In  the  third  seanon,'  334.  In  thA  fourth  sesiiiont  337. 
In  the  first  session  of  the  fifth  pBrliatnent,  241.  In  the  second 
session,  344.  In  the  third  session,  247.  In  the  fourth  ses- 
sion,  261.  In  the  second  session  of  the  sixth  parliament, 
355.  In  the  third  session,  250,  In  the  fourth  session,  363, 
In  the  fifth  ssieion,  307.  Id  the  first  session  of  the  savmth 
parliament,  284.  Review  of  the  statutes,  33S.  A  new 
Aud  iMB[»i)Ved  edition  of  them  proposed*  337. 
Steam-boats  on  the  lakes,  u  108. 
Stones,  a  scarcity  of  them  for  common  uses,  in  several  parts  of  the 

province,  i.  148. 
Store,  syeonynaua  with  sht^  is  Upper  Canada,  i,  371. 
Stores,  number  of,  i.  376,  381.  386,  391,  314,  333.  400.  467, 
473. 49%  496,  503^  iV)^  tl7,  i^lS,  tM. 

5 
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Strachan,  Rev.  Dr.  account  of  his  life,  Gen.  Int.  cxcix.  Anihor 
of  s  "  Visit  to  Upper  Caoads,"  published  by  his  brother,  cciv. 

— — — ,  Mr.  publishes  a  "  Visit  to  Upper  Canada,"  Gen.  Ini. 
oxcix.  Infamons  character  of  that  work,  cci.  cciv.  Cri- 
tique on  it,  from  the  Scotsman,  cci. 

Street,  Mr.  ii.  504,  508,  607. 

Stuart,  Captain  C.  account  of  his  "  Emigrant's  Guide  to  Upper 
Canada,"  Gen,  ItU.  ccct. 

■ ,  Sir  Jobu,  Ge».  Int.  cccxcri. 

Sturgeon,  the  la^st  fish  of  the  lakesg  i.  175. 

Sucker,  two  species  of  this  fish  found  in  the  lakes,  i.  180, 

Sugar,  maple,  common  in  every  district,  i.  151. 

Summary  of  population,  &c.  in  the  Western  district,  i.  498. 
Iiondon  District,  35S.  Qore  Didricl,  405.  Niagan  Dis- 
trict, 454.  Newcastle  District,  468.  Midland  District  495. 
Johnstown  District,  530.     £a«tem  District,  565. 

Summer  heat,  someiimea  intolerable  in  Canada,  ii,  393,  The 
evenings  in  summer  delightful,  401. 

Sun-Gsh,  i.  1S3. 

Surrogate  Court,  i.  308. 

Swan,  the,  a  rare  Urd  in  Upper  Canada,  i.  174. 

Swayze,  Isaac,  member  of  assembly.  Gem.  Int.  xxvi.  Ixviii.  Ixxiii: 
Hie  character  and  employments,  ii,  397,  408. 

Systematic  petidoning,  the  mode  bj  which  any  great  national  end 
may  be  obtained,  Gen.  lot.  cxxxvi. 


Taverns,  number  of,  i.  276,  SSI,  380,  301,  315,  333,4^7.  473, 
408,  603,  559. 

Taxation,  all  power  of  as  to  Upper  Canada,  solenuily  and  ex- 
pressly renounced  by  the  British  Parliament,  i.  403,^  A 
general  spirit  of  contentment  and  satisiactioa  on  this  subject 
in  the  jirovince,  304, 

— ■  — ,  not  an  evil,  so  far  as  it  stimulates  to  industry.  Gen,  Ini. 
cxlix. 

Taxes,   no  direct  provinctal, .  except  the  dletrict  tax,  i,   333. 
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AlDblint  of  this  for  one  yew,  ibid.     No  where  less  burden- 
some,  2)3. 
Tajlor,  Mr.  M.  A.  hia  apeecb  on  Mr.  Scarlett's  Poor  Relief  Bill, 

Gen.  InL  cclvii.     On  the  Quebec  Bill,  il.  %3,  87. 
Tecumsdi,  the  Indian  chief,  slain  in  the  battle  near  the  Moravian 
towns,!.  43.    His  body  treated  with  indi^ity  by  the  Ame- 
rican soldiers,  44. 
Templeton,  township  of,  i.  60S. 
Terrebonne,  seigniory  of,  i.  598. 
Thistle,  two  kinds  of,  known  in  the  province,  i.  15fl. 
Thorold,  township  report  of,  i.  44fi. 
ITiurlow,  township  of,  i.  133.     Township  report  of;  489. 
Thorpe,  Mr.  Jnstice,  persecuted  by  Qovemor  Qore,  ii.  333.     His 

subsequent  treatment,  335. 
Timber,  kinds  produced,  i.  376,  381,  280,  291,  303,  308,  310, 
315,  318,  330,  332,  334, 338,  330,  333,  338, 341,  342,  344, 
347,  349,  3S8,  300,  308,  370, 371, 377, 383,  383, 386,  389, 
304,  397, 407,  409,  413,  417, 433,  420, 429,  443, 44S,  44S, 
440. 453, 487, 473, 483,  4SS,  480, 488, 490, 493,  498, 504, 
509,  514^  517,  518,  500,  620. 
Toronto,  township  of,  i.  134. 

Tortoise,  Jresh  water,  or  turtle,  three  species  of,  i.  183. 
Townsend,  township  report  of,  i.  318. 

Townships,  Upper  Canada  originally  divided  into  158,  i.  118. 
Their  number  since  increased,  121.     Their  extent,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  laid  out,  122. 
TownsUp  meetingt,  ii.  587,  591,  594,  595,  590,  002,  603,  604, 

005,  800,  008,  615,  010,  020,  633,  633,  624,  625. 
-—  reports,  i.  309.     Some  withheld  and  others  withdrawn 

by  intH«sted  persons,  567. 
IVade  of  the  province,  much  of  it  a  species  of  indirect  buter,  i.  320. 
— -  and  apprenticeships,  i.  336. 
Tmfo]^,  township  of,  i;  134.    Township  report  of,  358. 
Traveling  accommodations,  very  indifferent,  i.  250. 
Tree  toad,  or  frog,  i.  187. 

Tf«es,  the  Canadian  do  not  exactly  resemble  the  same  species  in 
Britain,  i.  405. 


■)K:,tPrJt,G00glc 


■44  iNBfek. 

TroUing,  *  favoivile  ihtDii^r  tf  fialtiiig  in  the  likes,  i.  lis. 

Trout,  ttie  commoD  I»ook,  i.  177. 

Tunken,  eajvj  a  condi^oBU  amAptioii  trma  miGtia  dutM^  i. 

234,  619,  note. 
Tynnny  ofPooi  Liwi  «>^infilifiad,  a  pamphtet  ^  Mi,  Gonitajr, 

GfM,  Int.  oxvit 


U.    V. 

U.  E.  loyalisU,  penoiu  idhenng  to  the  royal  eaan  in  tlie  Ame- 
rican war,  rawarded  with  land  to  tbemsebrea,  ud  to  their 
diildrm  on  attaining  the  ft^  of  twentj-<m»  Tears,  1.  13. 
Tbeir  nghti  violated  b;  the  gotenment  of  the  pnMnce,  ii. 
4S0,  nofe. 

Vandrenil,  amgniorj  of,  i.  680. 

Vincoit,  Oeneral,  attempti  to  prennt  Aa  laBdlii|  of  the  Ani»- 
riean  troopa  at  Fort  George,  i.  81.  It  compelled  to  Mreat, 
83.  Retiree  to  BnrlingtiHi  on  dte  attivll  of  ft  part  df  Oe. 
neral  Harrison's  army,  ibid.  Borpriiei  th»  AMeri<ttn  army 
in  their  camp  daring  the  nighty  asd  takes  Oowrtfla  Wtsdar 
and  Ctendler  priKmers,  64. 


Wi^  of  Uacksmithi^  mTffrrj  and  eaipeBlen,  it  S)7,  Stl, 
289,  «K«  313,  318,  3M,  830i  333,  3S8.  341,  34^  34^ 
3fi8,  300,'  370,  370,  31)8,  410,  4U,  443,  447,  448,  497, 
473,  483,  490,  499,  £04,  SIS,  MO,  §93. 

-.^-  of  comnon  labounz),  and  of  WcnneB  Mrrante,  i.  497,  SSS; 
380,  393,  168,  370,  373,  390^  413^  4i»i  HBT,  448;  4iS, 
487,  498,  4SS,  604,  filSi  560. 

Wainfieet,  townatup  report  of,  i.  449. 

Wakefield,  Mr.  Extract  from  bis  Btatiflhtl  Ajoovtot  of  fatlnd. 
Gen.  Inl.  Imiz.  nMs. 

Walpole,  townihip  nport  i^  i.  ISO. 

W^siogham,  townihip  repon  o^  i.  327. 


M,Goo<?lc 


Watar  of  t>i«  proiinM  f«#)LUy  un|»^«Hd  in  >  ^ight  di^iM 

with  limMtoDG,  i.  14fi. 
W«i«r  coqTfl^aoce,  i.  180.  163.  988,  UU.  304,  309,  311, 331, 

338,  334.  339,  845,  348.  360^  360,  307.  373,  377,  38X, 

387,  401,  408,  411,  414,  41&.  'Uilk  427,  43^  448.4A0, 

4»4,  476,  484,  489,  487,  489,  493,  500,  501,  M3i  581. 
Waterloo,  tonnibip  nport  o^  L  382. 
Watwn,  Mr.  Aldarman,  ii.  73,  109. 
Weiiwl,  i.  lea. 
WeUington  SqiutEB,  fwn  of  ths  totnwbip  of  Nelson,  rafwrt  of,  i. 

3Q& 
WeiUworth,  t()wii*tiip  of,  i.  605. 

Western  Dinriot.  i.  130.    Mee^iiy  of  t^prvwalatiiret,  ii.  flSl. 
WestmioBter,  townihip  report  of,  !.  3(M.     Slaliatical  tikbl^  ahaw- 

ing  the  commeitoeiveat  of  improvement  in  this  lettlemeBl. 

300. 
Wheat,  the  stfff>  of  tho  prorjacp.  i.  154.    Stonld  he  sown 

early,  ibid. 
1,  OfdilFy  •ov»,  of  ioiring,  and  i^fiog,  i.  W8,  as^ 

387,  302.  308,  310,  359,  H6k  4Q8,  410,  4fl8,  474,  409» 

499,  505,  319,  561,  631. 
,  quantity  required  to  ww  an .  wtb,  aad  the  aTeregp  on^ 

i.  278,  283,   287,   20?!,  315,   373;  3K)>  394,  41S,  .ttO, 

468,  493,  499,  505^  ^1.  612. 
Whi^«r-Wilt  W  Wh^ppor-Will,  i.  174. 
WhitbiWB4,  AfTt,pn>i?flpe«.to.lHin  the  poor  of  Elngland  ediicated, 

httt-fkib.  Gffl,jr)iK,ciHgri?. 
White  fish,  i.  177. 
Wilbarforce,  Mr.  ii.  101. 
Wild  cat.  or  Canadian  lynx,  i.  162. 
—  turkeys,  i.  172. 

geese,  i.  173. 

ducka,  i.  173. 

ViTilhqs,  Aihi).  sk«ti;U..of~hi8.hiat^,  ii^  &»,  cracz. 

^VlUpwlfh  Hu  pmcoMcA ,  W<jiiMe,  trfj  las  political  prindples,  ii. 

315.     Account  of  his  case,  OU^-Mti,  n^t. 
^eSlwBsbia^  hefUtifUly.BUutefl,  i.  its.     fiMde  of,  or  Chryv 

Vir'tBaU.ib^. 
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Willongliby,  towndnp  lepan  of,  i.  419, 

Wilson,  Sir  R.  Gen.  Int.  cclv.  cdxi.  cdzri.  cdx*iii.  cclxii. 
oclxxii.     LetUrs  to  him  from  Mr.  Oouriaj',  cclxxxi.  note, 

.Wiltaliire,  method  of  regulAting  die  ^»geB  of  labour  in  this  and 
the  adjoininf  cooBties,  Gen,  Ivt,  cvii.  Orekt  error  of  this 
syetem,  cviii. 

Wily  panah,  in  Wiltshire,  method  of  reguliting  the  wiges  of 
labour  there,  Gm.  Inl.  cvii.  Petition  from  thence  to  the 
Hoaaei  of  Xjords  and  Commoiu,  cxxix.  Second  petition, 
cxxxrill,  DitBculties  irith  which  it  had  to  ttruggle  before 
being  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons,  czivi.-  exirii. 
Explanation  of  its  object,  czlrii.  Sunday  whooL  estaUiibed  , 
there  by  the  taboucers,  ccdxi. 

Windham,  totmehip  report  of,  i.  314. 

WindB,  die  most  preralent,  of  Upper  Canada,  i.  141. 

Wolf,  a  very  common  animal  in  the  prorioce,  i.  160.  An  extra- 
ordinary mis-itatement  on  dils  sal^ect  in  Qnihrie's  Geogra- 
phical Grammar,  refuted,  ibid. 

Wolford,  township  report  of,  i.  408.    Additional  Rqmrt,  BOl. 

WolTereoe,  or  carcajou,  i.  164. 

Wood,  Colonel,  Gen,  ltd,  cclxrii, 

,  Mr.  AldermAu,  Gen.  Ini.  pocxcrL 

Wooddiuck,  or  ground  hog,,  i.  166. 

Woodbouse,  townsbip  report  of,  i.  329. 

Woolj-average  quantity  yielded  by  a  sheep,  and  its  price  per 
pound,  i.  278,  3SS,  387,  993,  382,  468,  409,  609,  5S1. 

Woreley,  Ueut.  captures  two  American  schoonws,  by  stratagem. 


T. 


Yarmoutli,  townahip  r^Kirt  of,  i.  344. 

Yellow  ochre,  i.  l&O. 

Yeo,  Sir  J.  L.  borne  die  vilt^e  of  Sodas,  i.  103.  '  Raises  the 

blockade  of  Sacket'a  harbonr,  after  the  defant  of  an  expoli- 

tion  up  Saody  CiMk,  - 103. 
Yonge  Street,   a  militny  way,    laid.ont  by  QeuKTiI  Simcoe, 

i.  S3.    Its  great  advantages  in  fadliUting  the  o 
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«!th  the  norlh-west,  ibid.  Difference  of  opinion  as  to  its 
superiority  over  the  route  by  the  Straits  of  I^agara  and  De- 
troit, 94.  Town*hip  report  of,  filS. 
York,  the  seat  of  the  provincial  gDveramenl,  i.  88.  Its  Bituation, 
ibid.  Garrison  and  harbour,  S9.  Taken  by  the  Americaits, 
ibid.  The  parliament  house,  &c.  hamt  by  a  party  of  Ame- 
rican sailors,  SO.  Again  taken  by  Commodore  Chauncey 
and  Colonel  Scott,  63.  Description  of  the  tows,  133.  Mi- 
serable sUte  of  the  surrounding  country,  450.  Supposed  po- 
pnlalion  of  the  town,  403. 
Young,  Mr.  Arthur,  bis  scheme  for  providing  the  poor  with  a 
portion  of  land,  Gen.  ItiL  Ixxxir,  Publishes  some  nndigesled 
notes  of  Mr.  Oourlay's,  without  his  consent,  Ixxzviii.  Firm- 
ly attached  to  his  scheme  of  giving  land  tft  the  poor,  xc.  Hia 
letter  on  that  subject,  from  the  Farmer'i  Journal,  xciiL  note. 
Hia  character,  xcvii. 
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